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Q¢ TV atHaADT@V eAeVOEQWTIC, KAl TWV MTWXWV VTTEQAOTILOTIG,
aoBevolvTwV rtEog, BacAéwv VTTEQUAXOG,
Toonawopope MeyaAouagtug I'ewpyie,
npeoPeve XoLotw Tw Ocw, cwdnvat tag Puxag nuwv.

Liberator of captives, defender of the poor,
physician of the sick, and champion of kings,
O trophy-bearer, Great Martyr George,
intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.
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Be0dwEov ToLv MakaglwTdaTtov,

Ocotatov te kat [lavaywwtatov, Iatoog nuwv kat Iowevagyov,

ITama kat atoudoxov e MeyaAng IToAews AAeEavdpeiag, Aping, ITevtanmodews, AlOomiag,
Ti&ong ynes Aryvmtov kat tdong Adoknc, Iatoog Iatéowv, Iowwévog Iowévay,
Aoxteoéws Apxtepéwv, Toltov kat Aekdtov Te Twv ATTOOTOAWV
kat Kotrov g Owcovpévng moAA& ta ‘En.

H Avtov Oclotatn Makaguotng o [Tamnac kat Iatouaoxng AAeEavdgeiag kat maons Adoukng
k.k. @EOAQPOL B’

6 O ATIOZ F'EQPIIOX LTO ITAAAIO KATPO
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« O Kvproc nuawv ot tovto mapayéyovev, wote tv ¢vow ardaar kal uetapaterv» (Maxapiov
Avyvrttiov, [Tvevpatical optAiat, 44, 1). O Inootg Xototog tépvet ota dvo v lotopia twv avOpwnwv. Etvat
0 ®ed¢ mov €yve avBpwrog. O Oedg dev maevERT Y va emtipdAel otov dvOpwTo va opowwOet palt Tov.
ITopevéPn v va opowwOel o O0g pe tov dvOpwmo, odnywvtag v avOpwrivn ¢pvorn oto akpalo
emitevypa g Oewoews. H moaypudtwon avtod tov otdxov dev katopfwvetat BIWTIKA, AAA& HOVO WG
Katopbwua oxéoewv kowvwviag, evtog tov cwpatog e ExkAnotac. H ExkAnola éywve to omitt tng
VTAENG paG.

Zan xawoa tov Neidov, N EkkAnoia g AdeEavdpelag HeTeéToee TNV OKOLUEVIKOTNTA TOL KOOUOU TIOU
ONULOvEYNOE O WELTNG TG 0& DUVAT KATAAVTIKY YIX TNV eEATTAwON NG ev Xpwotw aAndeiac. ‘Eywve n
HLOYAYYEx OTOL daoTAvQWONKE TO XOLOTIAVIKO TVEVUAX HE TO KOOUIKO YiyveoOat Tng avatoAkng
Meoovyeiov. Eywve 1o otavpodopt 0rtov cuvavtr)Onke o Aoyog tov OeoV e tov eEAANVIKO GLAocodiko
Aoyo. Tliotn kat yvwon évwoav tig duvapels Tovg oty avalrmnon g Oelag Ayammg.

Avo xtetieg peta 1 ExkAnoia g AmootoAwnc Atdoxnc ovvex et TNV TOQEIX TG 0TO XWEO KAL OTO
X0OVO, VIKWVTAG TNV LOTOELKT) VOpoTéAewx g pOopas. ‘Exovtacg dievpvvel tnv aktiva dpaoews g o¢
OAOKATION TNV APOKAVIKT) 1)TTELQO, cLVEXILEL VA TTEOTPEQEL TNV eUTTERI TNG YNAadroews Tov XQLoTOU KAt
TV €QYWV-ONUElWV TOL. AllwVICEL TNV ELQNVALX KAL AYXTINTIKY HOLQAOLX TOL AQTOL KAL TNV KOLVT| TTO0T)
TOV 0(VOV, WS evXapLoTia oToV X0EN YO TNG VTTAREEWS HAG.

Tnv aywotkn doxdetr) magovoia g ExkAnoiag g AAeEavdpelac pavepwvouvy ot Ayiotl tng, n
Ocoloyla g, ta [Tpookvvrpuatad te. Metalb avtwv Eexwoilet n agxaia Iatowpy k) Movr) touv Aytov
I'ewoyiov IMaAaov Kaipov. v povaotikr) avt) KiPwto, A0yos, Aatpela kat etkaoTikt|) ékdoaon
odokwoav TV 0000d0&N vonuatodotnor tov Biov. Zto KaboAud, ota IlapekkAnow, otic AaBuovOwdelg
KATakOuPeg, apovykpaleoat avOQwTwVv mEOoeLxES, PnAadels apmwTdEs kal TAAIQEOLES TG LOTORLAG,
ixvnAateig v Opbodolia oto diaBa twv awvwv. Ty Opbodolia Tov, wg Yeyovog kateEOXT|V KOLVWVIKO,
petétoePe v Movr] kKatd Kalpovg oe VOOOKOLLELD, YNEOKOMELD, TTTwyxoTeodelo, ox0Aelo, KatadvyLo
LWKWHEVWV.

BéBawx n metoa, 0 0ldEQO, TO atodAL dev avtéxovv. QoTO00 0 AVOEWTIOS avTEXEL AVTéXEL 1) dVVAUN
TV avOpWwVv va keatnOovv otig plleg Tovg, akdpA Kol OTav ot dvepol ¢ Lwrg pvoovy avtibetol.
Avtéxet o 1100¢ Twv avOewTwV va datnonoovy avelltnAa ot CVAAOYLKY] LVT T TO TTVEL, TNV YPuxT),

0 POVIHA ekelvwV TTOL TTéQaoAV Kol XA0nKav, 600V apoa T CwHATIKY) Tovg dixotaot). Ekelvawv opwg

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO 7
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Tiov COVV AVAUETA HAG KAL 0aV o TLEDA KQUUUEVT), HAG DIVOLY TTEOOAVATOALOHUO UE TO OKO TOVG
ntaAaderypa Cwng, kabwg dev Atmovxnoav kat dev Anopovnoav miotn kat apetnola, aAA& ékavav v
¢onpo Tov Xeovov va avlioet

‘Etot pmoget to €dadog va vrtoxwenoe, 1 Atbodopr) va aAdowwOnke, oL toixoL va LTTEOTNOAY ENYHATWOELS,
N OTATIKOTNTA VA& KATEOTN eTUOPAANG. QOTOOO éva €QYATIKO HEAITOL QXALOAOYWV, UNXOAVIKWYV,
QAQXLTEKTOVWV KL OLVTINENTWV NEOE VA OTEQEWOEL VX AVAOTNAWOEL KAL VO CUVTNONOEL TNV KV HLELWOT)
pHaptuEia oe melopa Twv POooTOoLWV duVAHEewV TOL XEOVov. Kivntelog dvvaun avtr|g g e0ywdovg
doaotnooTnTac LTMEEE N peyaAoPpuxia, N yevvatodwia kot o avOowmiopog te MeydAng Evegyétidog
Owoyeveiag s Maopivag kat tov ABavaciov Magtivov. ‘Exovtag akoAovOnoet emTuxUEVT] OLKOVOLLKT)
KAl KOWwVIKT) dxdoopn dev Anopovnoe tnv Opbodolila. Aamdvnoe to Teplooevua TV KOTWV NG
TIOOKELEVOL Vo D00l oaoka kol 00T 0To 0velo N Potovta tng AvaToATrc va avakToeL To aQXko NG
KAAAoc. AvaBiwovet v évdo&n mapadoon ARéowd, Toolitoa kot Mmevdaxn kot avaxatviCet moookvvnua
omovdaio, 6Xt povo g OpBodoliag kat e XQLoTIAVooLVIG, AAAQ KAl TEOOKUVNUAX TTavavOQwTTLvo,
aveEapt)tws GLATS kKt Oonokeiac. AvaotnAwvel tavdoxeio Puxwv, Tov Cnrovv v AVTEWOT), TNV NEEULa,
™V otELEN. ArtokaOotd Ppdpo Opbodoliag kat EAANviopov otn Netloxwoa.

Le kopovg poaAAodoliag kat dvoaveéiag, N prroyevic owoyévelar Maptivov dixowlel Tnv evyévela
KQL TNV AOXOVTLY, WG delKTN 0YWV TUOTEWS KL AYATNG, TEOG TOEWOT TwV AdYwVv Tov Odvooéa EAVTN:
«Na umopovoav kat 1 onuacia Twv Aawy va 1 LETPAVE 0XL A0 TO TToo® kKePadia diaOéTovve yia uaxéAeua,
OTIWG OVUPAIVEL OTIC UEPEC Pac, AAAG amt’ To OO EVYEVEIX TTAPAYOVY, QKON KL KATW ATIO TLG TILO OVOUEVELS
Kat Bavavoec ovvOnKec, 0TIV TO TAPAULKPO KEVTNTO TOVKALOO, TO TIO GPTNVO PAPKAKL, TO TIO TATELVO
eKKANOAKL, To TEUTIAO, TO KLOVTU, TO XPauL, OAa TOvG amtoTvéave iav apxovtia» (Ev Aevkw, oeA. 346-347).
IToog Vv owoyévetla tc Mapivag kat tov ABavaoiov Magptivov antovépovpe ekO0uws v Iatoipx k)
pag Bvapéokewa kot mpog 0Aovg emikaAovuaote tig mpeoPeleg tov alwdévtog to Boafeto e ev XoLotw

aAnOetac MeyaAopdotupog I'ewpyiov.

1O Ildnag kat Iatouxpxne AAeEavdelag kat maons APkng
OEOAQPOLX B

Kaupo, 24 Amtoiriov 2015

O ATIOXL TEQPTIOX ZTO ITAAAIO KAIPO
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His Beatitude Theodoros,
Most Holy and Most Venerable, our Father and Shepherd,
Pope and Patriarch of the Great City of Alexandria, Libya, Pentapolis, Ethiopia,
the entire land of Egypt and all Africa,
Father of Fathers,
Shepherd of Shepherds, Hierarch of Hierarchs,
Thirteenth Apostle and Judge of the Ecumene.

10 O ATIOX TEQPTIOX LTO ITAAAIO KAIPO
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e who comes to God... ought to come with a view to this end, that he may be changed and altered from his
former condition and conduct, and be made a good and new man...” (Macarius the Egyptian, Spiritual Homilies, 44,
1). Jesus Christ bisects the history of mankind. He is the God who became man. God did not intervene to
impose on man to become the same as Him. He intervened in order to become Himself the same as man,
guiding human nature to the ultimate attainment of theosis. Attainment of this goal is not achieved privately,
but only through achievement of relations of communion within the body of the Church. The Church has
become the dwelling-place of our existence.

In the land of the Nile, the Church of Alexandria transformed the ecumenicism of the world created by its
founder into a catalytic force for spreading the truth in Christ. It became the thalweg where the Christian
spirit intersected with the secular process of the Eastern Mediterranean. It became the crossroad where the
Word of God encountered Hellenic philosophical discourse. Faith and knowledge joined forces in the quest
for Divine Love.

Two millennia on, the Church of the Apostolic Succession continues its course in space and time,
vanquishing the historical causality of decay. Having widened its ambit of action to the entire African content,
it continues to offer the experience of coming into contact with Christ and His works-signs. It perpetuates
the sharing of the bread in peace and love, and the drinking of the wine in communion, as act of gratitude
to the Donor of our existence.

The sanctifying two-thousand-year presence of the Church of Alexandria is revealed by its Saints, its
Theology, its Pilgrim Shrines. Outstanding among these is the ancient Patriarchal Monastery of Saint George
in Old Cairo. In this monastic ark, discourse, worship and visual artistic expression have embodied the
Orthodox bestowal of meaning on life. In the katholikon, the parekklesia, the labyrinthine catacombs, you
meet the prayers of men, you touch the ebbs and flows of the tide of history, you trace Orthodoxy over the
passage of the centuries. The Orthodoxy which, as par excellence social experience, turned the monastery at
various times into hospital, for the elderly home poorhouse, school, refuge of the persecuted.

Of course stone, iron, steel do not endure. However, man endures. Men’s strength to cling to their roots
endures, even when the winds of life are blowing in the opposite direction. Men’s ethos endures, to keep
etched in the collective memory the spirit, the soul, the morale of those who have passed and have
disappeared, as far as their corporeal dimension is concerned. Of those, however, who live among us and,
like a hidden compass, give us direction with their own life example, since they did not flinch from and did

not forget the faith and starting point, but made the desert of time blossom.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO 11
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Thus, the ground may have subsided, the masonry may have altered, the walls may have suffered cracks,
the statics may have become insecure. Nevertheless, a busy swarm of archaeologists, engineers, architects
and conservators came to consolidate, to restore and to conserve the monumental testimony, defying the
ravages of time. Driving force of this activity was the magnanimity, the generosity and the humanity of the
Family of Great Benefactors, of Marina and Athanasios Martinos.

Having enjoyed a successful economic and social career, it did not forget Orthodoxy. It spent the surplus
of its toil in order to give flesh and bones to the dream that the Rotunda of the East regain its original
beauteous splendour. It revives the glorious tradition of the Averoff, Tositsas and Benakis families, and
renovates an important pilgrim shrine, not only of Orthodoxy and Christianity, but also a place of worship
for all mankind, regardless of race and religion. It rebuilds a hostelry of souls, which seek redemption,
tranquility, support. It restores a beacon of Orthodoxy and Hellenism in the Land of the Nile.

In times of bigotry and intolerance, the Martinos family, in its esteem of the Orthodox Christian Nation,
preserves civility and nobility, as index of works of faith and love, corroborating the words of Nobel laureate
poet Odysseus Elytis: “If they could measure the importance of peoples not by the number of heads for massacre, as
happens today, but by how much kindness they produce, even under the most adverse and brutal conditions, where the
tiniest embroidered shirt, the cheapest little boat, the humblest chapel, the icon-screen, the clay vase, the hand-woven
bedspread, all were exuding a nobility” (Carte Blanche, pp. 346-347). To the family of Marina and Athanasios
Martinos we address gladly our Patriarchal Pleasure and to all we invoke the intermediations of the Great

Martyr George who was worthily rewarded by the Truth in Christ.

/ryﬁ{%w/gﬁ@%ﬁcpf) |

tThe Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa
THEODOROSII

Cairo, 24 April 2015

O ATIOL TEQPTIOEL LTO ITAAAIO KAIPO
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The Monastery of Saint George in Old Cairo: Palimpsest of Civilizations

E gypt is full of monuments that bear witness to man’s en-
deavour to withstand time and his will to conquer it. In the
shadow of the monastery of St George in Old Cairo, in an
area where the roots of the historic city are revealed, loom
the nearby pyramids, witnesses to this will and endeavour.
On wandering within the monastery, the visitor is over-
whelmed by another feeling: he feels the breath of time en-
velopping him inside the church and in the Roman tower at
its base, as if in an effort of reconciliation with it. It is this feel-
ing which the present album seeks to convey to the reader,
through the texts written specially for it and the photographs
by Maria Stefossi, not as a systematic record of the monu-

ment, but as an attempt to delve into its long history.

Today, thanks to the initiative of the Patriarch of Alexandria
and All Africa Theodoros and the support of the great bene-
factor of Orthodoxy Athanasios Martinos, the monument has
been restored from its foundations, revealing not only to the
faithful but also to the world a “palimpsest of civilizations”,
from Rome to Byzantium and from the Arab conquest to re-
cent times, when the Patriarchate kept alight the undying
flame of Hellenism and Christendom. So the monument has
been handed over to the new era as unique testimony of en-
counter between illustrious civilizations, but also as bridge
of religions under the shelter of St George, the great soldier-
saint who brings into common prayer Christians and Mus-

lims alike.

The history of the monastery is recounted eloquently by an
interdisciplinary team of academics and researchers, from
Greece and abroad, many of whom link their scholarly career
with the monument: from the late Professor Efthymios
Soulogiannis (t 2015), par excellence historian of the Greeks
of Egypt, who wrote for this publication his last article, to

O ATIOXL TEQPTIOX ZTO ITAAAIO KAIPO

Academician Christos Zerefos, who gives a de profundis dep-
osition on the land of his forebears, and from Peter Sheehan,
head of the Archaeological Service in Abu Dhabi, to Professor
Panagiotis Tzoumerkas, who have authored authoritative
texts on the monastery. Contributing alongside them to the
narrative of the monastery is the Alexandrian architect of
Greek origin Mohamed Faud Awad, to whose plans an am-
bitious restoration project was carried out, with the collabo-
ration of Greek and Egyptian specialists. Details on the
renovation works are given in their note by the engineers
Georgios and Grigorios Penelis, while the widely-experi-
enced conservator of ancient monuments, Nikos Minos,

played a special role in the monastery’s restoration.

Light is shed on the monument’s history in recent times, with
the building of the church at the dawn of the twentieth cen-
tury, the peerless “Rotunda of the East”, as well as the im-
posing tower, the priory and the surrounding buildings, by
Professor Stavros Mamaloukos and the Egyptiot architect
Georgios Michail, whose doctoral dissertation was on the
monastery in Old Cairo. A few yet exceptionally enlighten-
ing pages are devoted to the rich history of the art of which
the monument is an ark: Professor Dimitrios Pavlopoulos
presents the Neohellenic funerary sculpture in the cemetery,
and correspondingly the editor of the album discusses the
monumental iconography of the Alexandrian-born painter
Constantinos Parthenis, in the dome of the church. Last, the
monastery’s historical ties with the flourishing Greek com-
munity of Cairo are brought to life by the research of Villy
Politi, who has gathered fascinating testimonies from the

congregants, the vital force of Egyptian Hellenism.

Georgios Mylonas
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To Movaotnot Tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov oto ITaAaio Kaigo: ITaAippnoto HoArtiopwv

H Atyvmtog etvat yepdtn) and pvnueia mov delxvovv
™V eooTtdBeta tov avOEw oL V' avtiotabel 0TO XOOVO,
™ 0€AN0T) TOL Va TOV VIKNOEL LT OKLX TNG HOVI)G TOL
Avylov I'ewpytov oto ITaAaio Kawo, oe pia megroxn omov
PpavepwvovTat oL ILeS TG LOTOEKNG TTOANG, TIEOPAAAOLY
0€ KOVTLVI] ATOOTAOT] OL TIUEAUIDES WG TETOLX HOVADUKA
pvnueia g wotoplac. ITegwaPatvovtag péoa oto pova-
OTNOL 0 eTOKETTNG €XeL OAWS AAAO aloOnua: vicwOeL v
avAoa TOL XQOVOL VA TOV «TUALYE 0TO VA0 Kol 0TO QW-
Halkd MOEYO ot QULWHATA TOV, oav piot TooomdOetla
oLUPUlwong palt tov. Avtd to aloOnua emtixelpel va pe-
TAPEQEL OTOV AVAYVWOTI TO TAQOV AeUKWHUA [ECA ATO
Vot OUVOAO HEAETWV YOAUUEVWV EWDKA VIO TOV AVA XEl-
QG TOHO Kal TIS pwtoygadies e Maoiag Xtépwon, ot
WG Ul CLOTNUATIKN KATAYQAPT) TOL UV UELOV, AAAL WG
pia amomelpa avadiPnong 0T HAKEAX TOL LOTOIA.

Inueoa, pe mewtoPBovAia tov ITatoikoxn AAeEavdpelog
Kat m&one APokng OeodwEov Kal CUUTAQATTATI) TOV
peyado evepyétn g Opbodoling ABavaoio Magtivo, To
pvnueio avaotAwOnke amo Ta QLLOUATA TOL YtV amo-
KaAVPel 0Tovg TOTOVS, aAAQ KAl oe 0AOKANEO TOV
KOOUO, éva «TaAlpPnoto MoATiopwv», amno tn Paoun oto
BulavTio ki anod v Agafikr) KATdKTNOT) OTOUG VEOTE-
oug Xpovoug, otav o ITatoixpyelo kodtnoe dofeotn )
dPAOYa Tov EAANVIoH0U ko tng Xootiavoouvne. Etotkatl
TtaadOOKE 0N VEQ €TOXN] WG HOVADIKO PVNHLELO CLVAV-
TNONG HEYAAWV TOALTIOUWV, aAA& kal YéPvoa Oon-
OKEWOV VMO TNV okémn tov Avyiov Tewpyiov, Ttov
OTEATNAATI) TTOL PEQVEL TE TIEOOEVXT] ATIO KOLVOU, TOUG
MovoovAudvoug kat Toug XoLoTavoug.

Tnv wotoota TG povr|g EeTvAlyet pe YAwooa amAn pa dte-
TUOTNHOVIKT] Opddax KaOnyntwv ki egevvntwv and v
EAAGa kit to eEwtepukd, ovvdéovtag moAAot artd avtovg
TNV ETUOTNHOVIKT] TOUG DIXdQOUN HE TO HVNUELO: ATIO TOV
aetpvnoro Kabnynt) EvOvpo ZovAoyukvn (1 2015), tov
kat e£oxNV 10Toowo twv EAAVwv g Aryvmtov mov

éyoape yir v ava xeloag éxdoon to teAgvtalo Tov
&0000, we tov Akadnuaikd Xonjoto Zeedd mov KAVEL pia
ek Pabéwv katdBeon otov TOTO TWV TTEOYOVWV TOL: KL
a6 tov Peter Sheehan, tov eTtikepaAT|S TG aQXAXLOAOY KIS
vrnneeoiag oto Aumov Ntaumnt, wg tov Kadnynt) [ava-
vyt TCovpépra, mov apLégwaoay Yo to povaotioL Aap-
MOA& eMOTNHOVIK& ovyyeapupata. Kovtd tovg, ovp-
BAAAovV oTO AP ynua TG HOVIS 0 EAANVIKTS KATAYw-
NG, AAefavdovog apxttéktovac Moyxapevt Povavt
Aovavt, ota 0X€dLX TOL OTIOLOL TIEAYHATOTION)ONKE Evax
HOVADUKO avaoTNAWTIKO €0YO0, He TN oVUTEaén EAANvwv
KLALYVUTTTIWV €WV, AETTTOUEQELES VI TIG AVAKALVIOTL-
KEG eQyaoiec magéxovv 0To onpeiwpd Toug ot I'ewoytog
kat Tonyoone IlevéAng, evaw oty amokataotaon g
HOVTG £€XWOLOTO QOAO €xeL 0 TOAVTIELQOG TLVTNENTNG AQ-
xatlwv Myvnueiwv Nikog Mivawe.

Yrta veoTeQa XQOVLA, e TO XTIOIO TOL VaoL OTNV avyn
TOL TLEQAOUEVOL ALOVA, PLXVOLV Ppws ot povadikt «Po-
TOVTA TG AVATOATIS», AAAL KAt 0ToV eTUPRANTIKO TTVOYO,
TO 1YOULMEVEID Kal Ta YUow XTiopata, o Kadnyntrg
Ztavpog MapaAoUkog KAt 0 atyVTITIOTNG 0Q. AQXLTEKTO-
viknc I'ewoytog MixanA, mov exkmovnoe v dixtopn) Tov
Ywx to povaotrot oto IaAawd Kawgo. Megkéeg povo, aAA’
eEaQeTd dPWTIOTIKEG OEAdES ATO TNV TAOVOLAX LOTO-
ola g téXvng mov emPpLAGOOTEL TO pvnueio we KIPwTog,
katayoddpovv o Kabnyntic Anunrtolog ITavAdmovAog
Y TN VEOEAATVIKT) TADIKT) YAUTITIKY) OTO LLOVAXOTIOL KAL,
aVTIOTOLXQA, O ETUUEANTIG TOV TAQOVTOG TOHOV, YLt TN
Hvnuelakn etkovoyoadia tov aleEavdoivov Kwvotavti-
vou ITapOévn. TéAog, 0 LOTOQKAG dDETUOS TNG HOVTG HE
TV eVEWOTN eAANVIKTY Koot Ta tov Katipov paveprve-
taL otV €pevva g BiAAvg TToAltn, mov ovykévtowoe
HOVadIKEG HapTLOLEG ATtd TOVG TTLOTOVG, TN Cawoa dvvaun
tov EAAnviopov.

IN'woyoc MuAwvdg

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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ITioToi amod kabe Ognokeix CVEEEOVV OTO HOVATTHQL YLK VA& TQOOKUVAOOUV TH X&EN Tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov, pégovtag tn pagtugikr) alvoida tov, avapovtag éva kegi.
Believers of different faiths flock to the monastery to venerate St George, by holding the chain of his martyrdom, by lighting a candle.
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IToonyovueveg oeAideg / previous pages: Pagano or variant of Cairus Quae Olim Babilon Aegypti Maxima Urbs
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View of the Square “of the Greeks” (el-Roumeyleh) and the citadel of Cairo. This is print no. 640, engraved by Jean Duplessy-Bertaux,
from the imperial coloured Elephant Folio edition of the Description de I'Egypte.
Note. According to Al-Magqrizi (c. 1400) the citadel served as the Governor of Cairo’s residence, the foundation stone of which was laid in 1176

by the Sultan’s eunuch of Greek origin, Emir Karakoush-Asadi (photograph-editing S.Ch. Zerefos)
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Anoyn g mAatelag ovopalopévng «twv EAAvov» (el-Roumeyleh) kat tng ArxgomdAews tov Kaipov. ITpdkettat yux ) xaAkoyoadia vm. ag. 640,
xapdktng Jean Duplessy-Bertaux, tng avtokpatogkr|c ékdoong tng Description de I'Egypte, ertuxowpatiopévo ElephanFolio.
Inu. Kata tov Al-Magqrizi (ca 1400) 1) akp6Tt0AN xonotpeve we katoukio tov Aok tr) tov Kaigov, tng omolag 1) OepeAiwon éytve amnod tov
eAANVIKTG KataywYn|g evvovxo Tou ZovAtavov, Epion Karakoush-Asadi to 1176 (wtoyoddion-emipéAeix X.X. ZepePAg).
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O Naog kot Movr) tov Aytov I'ewpytov oto IaAaio Kawo
The Church and Monastery of Saint George in Old Cairo

Peter Sheehan

Iotooikdg - AQXALlOAOYO0G, EMIKEPAATIG TWV LOTOQLKWY KTIQLWV KL AQXAXLOAOY!I-
Kwv Xxwowv ato Aunov Ntaumnt EgydoOnke idiaitega mavw otov gwuaiko
nvEYo ota OepéAta tov Ay. lewgyiov Kaigov kat ot Movr) tov Ay. l'ewgyiov.

Eioaywyr) oto IlaAaié Kaigo

Atyvmrtoc éc v "EAAnvec vavtiddovtar éoti Alyvmtiol oL éTiKTNTOC TE
Y1 Kal Owpov Tov TOTAUOD.
Hoodotog, Iotopiar 11. 2

ntegipnun meoryoadn g Aryvmtov and tov Hoodoto megiéyet

ol ONHAVTIKA OTOLX el TTOL TIRETTEL VA A BdvovTat vt Gy,

kaOdc mepdaBatvovpe Vv otogia g lepac Movric Tov
Avylov I'ewpytov tov ITaAawov Kaigov - pia OepeAicddn oxéon pe tov mo-
tapo Neido, 10 00A0 TwV TAOIWY, TwV TAWTWV dEOHWYV Kkat Tov BaAdo-
OOV EUTOQIOV 0TI OVVIEDT] TWV MOALTIOUOV NG AVATOANG KAl NG
Avong, kabwg kol ™ onuaoia TG EAANVIKTS tagovoiag péoa otny
TOAT Yot TEQLOTOTEQO ATIO DVOKLOL XIALADEG XOOVLIA.

To ITaAawd Kawgo exkmpoowmel tig pileg g mOANG, Tov muorva YOew
Ao ToV 07tolo avamTUXONKke 1 LeoAlwVIKY TTOAT KAL TeAud 1) TeEQAOTLO
oUYxX0VI UNTEOTIoAT. Katokeltal ouvexws yia meQuoooteQo amod dLo-
HLOL XIALADES XQOVLIa, amtd T [LEoA TG TEWTNG XALeTiag 1.X., OtV dQL-
Onie yix TN GoPA £VaG EUTIOQIKOC OIKIOUOG 0TIV avAaToALkT) ox0m
tov Neidov. Emopévawg, n katavonon tov IaAawv Kaigov eivat to
KAEL Yot TNV KATAvONon TG HETABAAAOUEVTS TAVTOTNTAS TNG TOATS,
Yo v ool TOAAG& oTotxela 1100V 0To Pws ATO TIG TEQLYQADES Ye-
YOVOTwV Tov TAEeAOOVTOC A0 TOVE AQXALOVE TAELDLWTES KAL AVTOTITEG
HA&QTLEES, MOAAOL ek TV oTolwv eite N)tay EAANveg elte éyoadav otnv
eAAnviy YAwooa, v emtionun downtiky) YAwooa and v Atyvrto
twv [TTtoAepaiov péxoL Tov mEWTo awdva tNe AQafLkrg Kuotapxing.

[Mododatec agxaoAoyucéc égevves amokaAvay LTOPANTIKES Kat
dXPWTIOTIKEG TTTUXEG AVTIG TG METAPAAAOUEVTC TAVTOTNTAC, 1) OTIOL0L
duxtneeltat otov dAAo, apxalo, KOO0 TTOL TAQAMEVEL DAUUEVOS KATW
Ao 1o €dadog. AT N LEYAAVTEQT] KATAVONOT) TNE AQXALOAOYIXG etvat
TO &pETO ATOTEAETHUA TNG OVYXQOVNG €EATTAWOTG TNG TOATC TTAVW OTIC

Peter Sheehan

Historian - Archaeologist, head of Historic Buildings and Landscapes
in Abu Dhabi. He worked on the Roman Tower beneath the Greek Orthodox
church of Saint George (Mari Girgis) and the Monastery of Saint George.

An Introduction to Old Cairo

the Eqypt to which the Greeks go in their ships is an acquired country,
the gift of the river.
Herodotus, Histories II. 2

erodotus’ famous description of Egypt contains three significant

elements to bear in mind as we navigate the history of the

Monastery of St George in Old Cairo — a fundamental relationship
to the River Nile, the role of ships, waterways and maritime trade in con-
necting the civilizations of East and West, and the importance of the Greek
presence within the city for more than two and half thousand years.

Old Cairo represents the origins of the city, the nucleus from which the
medieval city and ultimately the vast modern metropolis has grown. It has
been continuously occupied for more than two and a half thousand years
since a trading settlement was first founded here on the eastern bank of a
channel of the Nile around the middle of the first millennium BC. Under-
standing Old Cairo is therefore key to understanding the changing identity
of the city, much of which is brought to life in the descriptions of ancient
travellers and contemporary witnesses to past events, many of them either
Greek or writing in Greek, the language of administration in Egypt from
the Ptolemies through to the first century of Arab rule.

Recent archaeological work has revealed evocative and illuminating
glimpses of this changing identity preserved in the other, ancient, world
that remains buried below the ground. This greater understanding of the
archaeology has actually come as a direct result of the modern encroach-
ment of the city on its ancient roots. With the construction of the Aswan
Dam and the huge influx of rural population into the ruined areas of the
medieval city from the 1970s onwards, the groundwater level in Old Cairo
rose by 2m. from the late 1970s onwards, flooding the lower levels of an-
cient buildings that had become basements or crypts as the ground level

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO 29
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apxateg dopéc. Me tnv kataokevn] Tov GEAYHATOS TOL ATOVAV KAL TNV
TEQAOTLA ELOQON AYQOTLKOV TATOVOLOU OTIG EQELTMWHEVES TTEQLOXEC TNG
HETALWVIKTG TTOANG amtd ) dekaetia Tov 1970 kat petd, 11 otdOpn v
vrtdyelwv LOATwV oto IaAad Kaigo éxet avEnBei kata 2 ekatootd anod
T TéAN ¢ dekaetiag tov 1970, mAnupveilovtac ta xapnAotepa emti-
TEdA TV aQXAlwV KTNElwVv 1oL elxav yivelt vtdyela 1) kQUmTeg, kabdg
0 eTtimedo TOv £dAPOVS OTAdIAKA LPWONKE e TNV TTAQODO TOL XEOVOUL.
‘Eva amtd ta onuavtikotepa ktipux etva o0 Naog kat 11 Movn) tov Ayiov
I'ecwoylov, XTIOHEVO TAV® O& VAV ATIO TOUG TEQAOTLOVS TTVQYOUS KUKAL-
KNS KATOYMG TOL QWHATKOV 0XLEOL NG BavAwvag, mov kataokevd-
oTnNke amod tov avtokpdtoga AokAntiavo to 300 p.X. mepimov. Tnv
mtepiodo 2000-2006 1) aryvmTakt) KUBEQVTOT), HE XQNHUATODOTNOT ATtd TIG
Hvowpéveg IToAwteteg tneg Apeguknic, vAomoinoe éva peyaAo modyoo o
Y ) pelwon g otabung twv vroyelwv vodtwv oto IaAawd Kawgo,
divovtag medoPaon ota xaunAdtepa emineda g Movic tov Ayiov I'e-
wEYloL kat Twv dAAAwV pvnueiwv. Etot Eexivnoav oL ovolaoTucég egya-
oleg oLVTNENOTC, OL 0TtolEeG KOQUPWON KAV HE TNV ATIOKATATTAOT] TOU
vaoU KAL TNG HOVTG, ToL avTd o BPA0 TIIA.

Mépog avTrg TG HETAPAAAOLEVNC TAVTOTNTAG ATIOTUTIWVETAL OTA
dlaxdoeTikad ovopata Tov £xovv xonotportomOet yua to IaAad Kawpo
KATA T OLAQKELX TV dVOULOL XIALADWV eTv. O TRWTOG OKLOUOS 1OQV-
Onke onv avatoAwn 6x0n tov Neldov oe lon andotaon peta&d g
nowtevovoag MEuddog kat g HALOUTIOANG — «T1)g mOANG TOL NALOL»,
Vv onoia emokéPOnKav o ITAatwv kat o Méyag AAEEavdQOg Kat ov
QaQYOTEQA £YLVE VA KEVTOO TIVEVATIKIG Ttadeing vmod ) Paoidelo twv
[TtoAepaiwv. AVTOS 0 TEWTOG OLKLOUOS OVOpAoTNKE BapuAwva, malo-
VOVTAG TNV OVOUAola TOv, COUPWVA HE TG aQXALes adnynoELs, Medn
OELONKE aTtd AmoikoLG ATIO TNV OUWVLUT aXala TTOAN g Mecomota-
piag, av kot efvatl mBoavo OTL LTTAQXEL L ETUHOAOYLKT| TIQOEAELOT] ATIO
mv agxaia aryvmtiakt) pr-Hapi n Iwnw — «to omtitt tov Xamti, Oeov tov
NetAov, oto Ov», TNV agxaia aryvmtiaxy, efoaikr) kat eAAN v ovouo-
ot g HAtovmoAng.

Ye ka0 meplmTwon, o Tomog Ntav (kat magapévet) BapuAwva yia
toug EAANvec, éva dvoua ov diatnononike KAtd v KATaokeLu Tov At
HavIoL Kat ToL GEOoLELOL, LTTO PWHATKT) KLELXEX I, KAl WS TOV TIRWTO
adva HET& TV agafun katdknon e Aryvmtov to 641 pu.X., otav
éywve o muonvag g véag mowtevovoag Povotat (Fustat). H véa avtr)
mOAN Ntav (ko magapévet) Misr yux tovg Agafieg, AéEn mov onuatvel
«TtOAN PEovELO» kKat TBAVWS TTEOEQXeTAL amd To Mitzraim — pioe agxalot
otk A£EN Y v Atyumto, Yvwot amnd BapuAwviakd, xOoVQLKA&
Kkatovykaitika keipeva. To vOTIO TUNUA TG HECAUWVIKT]G HNTEOTOANG,
pe to dvoua Fustat-Misr, teAika eykatadeidpOnie vmép Tov Bogetov turn-
HATOG TIOL avamtuxXOnKe YOow amd v agXik& EeXwoLloTr) BaotAiky)
moAN tov Kaigov, to dvopa tng omolag eivat Evpwnaikr) maoadpOood
™G agaPikng AéEng al-qahira — «1 viknpopa OAT», mov WEVONKE aTtd
tovg Patipideg to 969 w.X.. Opwg, N megroxn KAt UKog Tov TOTAUOV,
pHéoa Kat YOOW Ao TO QWHAKO 0XLQO, deV eyKkataleipOnke oTé, KAt

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

gradually rose over time. One of the most significant of these buildings is
the church and monastery of St George, built over one of the huge round
towers of the Roman fortress of Babylon, constructed by the emperor Dio-
cletian around AD 300. A major USAID-funded Egyptian government proj-
ect to lower the groundwater in Old Cairo took place from 2000-2006,
providing access to the lower levels of the Monastery of St George and the
other monuments to allow the essential conservation work to begin which
has now culminated in the restoration of the church and monastery cele-
brated in this book.

Part of this changing identity has been reflected in the different names
for Old Cairo over the course of two and half thousand years. The first
settlement was founded on the east bank of the Nile and lay midway
between the capital at Memphis and Heliopolis — “the city of the sun’ visited
by Plato and Alexander and later a seat of learning under the Ptolemies.
This first settlement was called Babylon, taking its name, according to
ancient accounts, from its foundation by settlers from the ancient
Mesopotamian city of that name, although it is possible that there is an
etymological derivation from the ancient Egyptian pr-Hapi n Iwnw - ‘the
house of the river god Hapi in On’, the ancient Egyptian, Hebrew and
Greek name for Heliopolis.

In any case the place was (and remains) Babylon to the Greeks, a name
that continued through the construction of the harbour and fortress under
Roman rule and into the first century after the Arab Conquest of Egypt in
641 AD, when it became the nucleus of their new capital of Fustat. This new
city was also (and remains) Misr to the Arabs, a word for ‘garrison town’
that is probably derived from Mitzraim — an ancient Semitic word for Egypt
known from Babylonian, Assyrian and Ugaritic texts. Fustat-Misr was the
name of the southern part of the medieval metropolis, eventually aban-
doned in favor of the northern part that grew around the initially separate
royal city of Cairo, itself a European corruption of the Arabic al-qahira —‘the
city victorious’, founded by the Fatimids in AD 969. The area along the river
in and around the Roman fortress was never abandoned however, and the
name Babylon continued to be used well into the medieval period by Eu-
ropean travellers and merchants, when it began to be replaced by Vieux
Caire, Vecchio Cairo and Old Cairo, all names implicitly recognizing that
these travellers knew where the origins of the medieval city lay.

Accompanying these changes of name, the timeline of Old Cairo has
been marked by a series of momentous events and campaigns of construc-
tion and destruction. In AD 112 the Roman emperor Trajan shifted the
mouth of the ancient canal linking the Nile with the Red Sea to Babylon
and built a great stone harbour at its entrance. The canal and the land route
alongside it were to become defining features of the topography of the city
that grew along its course. These features survived into modern times, with
the last section of the canal in the city filled in only during the 1890s. Dra-
matic new evidence for the ancient canal was revealed between 2002 and
2004, when the massive stone walls of Trajan’s harbour including parallel
sections forming the 40m— wide entrance to the Red Sea canal were discov-
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0 dvopa BafuAwva ovvéxloe va XONOLHOTIOLEITAL KL KATA T UETAL-
WVIKT] TTEQLOdO0 ATO ELEWTIALOVG TAEWUDTES KAL EUTIOQOVE, OTAV AQXLOXV
va xonotpomnowovviat evaAlaxtika Vieux Caire, Vecchio Cairo kat ITa-
Aad Kaipo, ovopata ta omoia avaryvaoilav eppéows ot avtol ot taét-
dudteg NN€epav mov PplokovTay ot QILES TNG LECALWVIKTG TTOANG.

Zuvodevovtag TG aAAayéc Tov ovouatog, 1) wtogta tov IlaAaov
Kaigov éxet onuadevtel amd o€l fAQUOTIHAVTWY YEYOVOTWV KAL TTQO-
omafelv v avokodounon kot kataotoodr). To 112 u.X. o Pwpalog
avtokpatoas Toalavog HetatdTioe TNV el00D0 TS apxXalag dudQUYAS
mtov ovvdéel to Neido pe v EouBod OdAaocoa otn BaBuAwva kot ka-
taokevaoe ekel éva peyaAo métowvo Apavi. H diwouya kat o magakel-
HEVOc xeQoaiog dQOMOG EUeAAaV va Yivouv KaBOOQLOTIKA XAXQAKTI)-
QLOTIKA TNG TOTOYQADIAG TNG TTOANG TTOL AVATITUXONKE KATA U KOG TNG.
Avtd o xaakTneoTkd emiiwoay éwg T oUyxoovn emoxr), apov to
TeAgvTalo THNHA TNG ddQLYAS Héoa otV TOAT HmalOnKke HOALS KaTta
™ dukokelax TG dekaetiag tov 1890. Agapatikd véa otoLxein Yo TnV aQ-
xaia duwguya edav oto Ppwg petald Tov 2002 kat tov 2004, dtav ta Te-
paotiax TéTOVA Telxn Tov Atpaviov touv Toaiavoy ocvumeQAaupa-
VOUEVWYV TWV TAQAAANA®Y TUNUATWY TIOL dLLOQPOVOLY TNV vQEein
€loodo 40 pétowv g duweuyag e EguBodc OdAacoag avarkaAvdOn-
KAV KATW amto 00 ATto TOUE TTAAALOTEQOVS KL TIO O€BAOTOVS VAOUG TOV
INaAaov Kaigov, to Nao tov Ayiov I'ewpylov kat to tegd tov Naov tov
Abu Serga. Megtka amtd avtd ta TUiHata ektiBevTal kat TaQovotdlov-
TAL TWEA OTOVG ETUOKETTEG OTO LOOYELO TOL TTVQYOU.

ITeot To 300 w.X., 0 avtokpdtoQac ALOKANTIVOS TteQLékAeloe TO AgL-
TOVQYLKO ALHAVL Kot TV €l00d0 NG dLwQLYAS Héoa OTO EMUBANTIKO
doovpLo e BapuAdvac. Tunqpata tov teiyovg tov Gpooveiov owlovtat
HEXOL ONHEQ, TtA VW Ao TO £dadog, kat OéTovy ta Puotkd 0o Tov Ia-
Acatov Katgov. Ot mpoéodates agxatoAoyikég epyaoieg detxvouv OTL aQ-
XIKA TO GQOVQLO NTAV ONHUAVTIKA HEYAAVTEQO ATIO O, TL LTTOONAWVOLV
T T HATA TV ATt TO 000G, Kot OTL €Var LEYAAO LEQOS TOV [BOQELOV
TUTNHATOG, HE TA HEYAAVTEQX KAL TUO EVIVTWOLAKA KTIQL TTOL TTQOOXQ-
™mMONKav amo TV agafikn eALT KAl eVOWHATWONKAY OTNV KAEdLX TNG
véag MOANG, Ta PolokeTal KATw artd To eEAANVIKO vekpotadeio Fooeia
¢ Movrig tov Ayiov T'ewoytov. O Nadg tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov kat to
dooveLo g BapuvAdvag amoteAovv onuavtikég 0éoelg 0to mAaloo g
Pulavtivric LoToplag g AtyvmtTov, dedopévou 0Tl o MeAx(tng matoLko-
XNS TS AryVmTov ovvdvale TNV EKKANOLXOTIKY, TI) DLOLKNTLKT] KoL TH)
otoatiwtikt] eEovaia amo v meplodo Tov lovotviavoL kat petd. Ma-
Atota, Ty 0 teAevtaloc MeAxitng matoudoxne, o Kvgog, o omotog vTe-
paomiotnie To PEovELO TS BaBuAdvag kata v emtdnvn moAogkia
oV TEON YN ONKE TNg TMTwomng Tov, T Agvtéoa tov [Taoxa, to 641 p.X.

H moAn Fustat emektdOnke onuavtikd katd TOV MQWTO ALWOVA TG
AQAPLKNG KATOXNG, KAl CLVEXLOE Vo emekTelveTaL oTatBeQd TEOC Tt FO-
QELX KAL TA AVATOALIKA 0T CLVEXELX, KATATIVOVTAG OTADIXKA [iot 019
amo EeXWELOTOVG DLOKNTIKOVS 1] OTOATLWTIKOUG TIEQLBOAOVS TIOL QX LKA
elxav WELOel éEw amod ta vk TNG. MeydAo Turpa Tov voTtlou kat ava-

ered beneath two of the oldest and most venerated churches of Old Cairo,
the church of St George and the sanctuary of the church of Abu Serga.
Some of these sections are now displayed and presented for visitors within
the ground floor level of the tower.

Around AD 300 the emperor Diocletian enclosed the still-functioning
harbour and the entrance to the canal within the imposing fortress of Baby-
lon. A number of sections of the fortress wall survive today above ground
and have come to physically define Old Cairo. The recent archaeological
work has shown that the fortress was originally substantially larger than
the parts above ground would suggest and that much of the northern part,
with the larger and more impressive buildings that were annexed by the
Arab elite and incorporated into the heart of their new city, now lies be-
neath the north of the monastery of St George. The church of St George and
the fortress of Babylon both represent significant locations in the context
of the Byzantine history of Egypt, for the Patriarch of Alexandria combined
ecclesiastical, administrative and military powers from the period of Jus-
tinian onwards, and it was the last of these solider-patriarchs, Cyrus, who
defended the fortress of Babylon during the seven- month siege that pre-
ceded its fall on Easter Monday AD 641.

Fustat expanded dramatically in the first century after the Arab
Conquest, and continued to grow steadily to the north and east thereafter,
gradually swallowing up a series of separate military or administrative
enclosures that had originally been founded outside its limits. Much of the
southern and eastern part of the early city was destroyed and abandoned
during the Abbasid conquest of Egypt in 750, but the core of Fustat
recovered until a series of economic and political disasters known as “The
Great Crisis” in the eleventh century led to the southern part of the city
being finally abandoned, its buildings robbed for material and the site
becoming a vast dumping ground for Cairo and a wasteland used only for
noxious industries downwind of the city.

Today the area in and around the fortress is home to some of the oldest
surviving monuments of Christianity, Islam and Judaism in Egypt, and
continues to be a unique place of pilgrimage sacred to Egyptians and
visitors of all three faiths. Besides the monastery of St George, the walls of
the fortress enclose a synagogue and a group of ancient Coptic churches,
several of them linked to the cult of military martyrs (notably St George
and St Sergius) popular since the mid-fifth century AD. Immediately to the
north is the mosque of ‘Amr ibn al-“As, the first great congregational
mosque in Africa, according to tradition founded by the conqueror at the
gates of the fortress. These monuments of Old Cairo enjoy a host of historic,
mythological and sacred associations with the lives and deaths of prophets,
martyrs and saints. Even the modern cemeteries that have grown up to the
north and east of the surviving fortress walls over the past hundred years
reflect the enduring appeal of Old Cairo and a continuing desire to be
associated with its history, sanctity and cultural significance.
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TOALKOV TUNHATOG TNG MAAXLAS TTOANG KATAOTQAPNKE KAL EYKATAAEL-
PONKe Katd TN dLAEKELX TNG KATAKTNOTG NG AryUTTOL amtd ) dvvar-
otela twv APPacdwv to 750 p.X., aAAd o mvuervac touv Fustat
eTAVEKAPE €S OTOV UL OEQA ATIO OLKOVOLLKES KOl TIOALTIKES KATa-
OTEOPEC, YVWOTES WG «1] LEYAAT KQLOT)», TOV EVOEKATO alwva odynoav
OTNV 0QLOTIKN EYKATAAEWPT) TOV VOTIOL TUNUATOC, TN OUANOT TWV KTL-
OlwV KL TNV LETATQOTT] TNG TIEQLOXNS OE UL ATEQAVTI] XWHATEQT] Vi
o Kd&10o kat évo okouTddTOTO YA TIC QUTTOYOVES BLOpNXaviec KOvTa
otV TOAN.

Irpeoa 1 meQLoXN Héoa KAt yVUQW Ao TO (HPROVOLO PLAOEEVEL HEQLKA
amo ta maAadtega owlopeva pvnueia Tov XQotaviopo, tov IoAdu
kat tov Iovdaiopov otnv Atyvmto, kat ovveyxiCet va amoteAel Hovadikd
TOTIO TIQOOKVLVILUATOS Yl TOUG ALYUTITIOUS KAL TOVUG ETUOKETTEG TWV
o0V Oonokelv. Extog anod ) Movr tov Ayiov I'ewgylov, ta telxn tov
doovpiov TegkAelovy pia cvvaywYT) Kat pic ovotdda apxaiwv Kot
KWV EKKANOLW0V, TOAAEC amd Tig omoteg oxetiCovtat He T Aatoeia Twv
OTOATIWTIKWV HaAQTVOWV (KLolwe Tov Ayiov I'ewpylov kat tov Ayiov
Zegyiov), ONUoPAv amd ta péoa Tov TéUTToL awova t.X.. Zto Fogewx
Botoketat to tCapl Ttov Amr bin al-As, to modto peyaAo tCapl otnv
Adoun}, T0 omolo oUWV pe TNV TTaEAdooT WEVONKE ATd TOV KaTa-
KTNTH 0TIS TOAEG TOoL Ppoveilov. Avta ta pvnueia tov IaAaov Kaigov
ATIOAQUPAVOLV LA OERA ATtd LOTOQIKOVS, HLOOAOYLKOUG Kot LeQoUg Oe-
opoUg e Tig Cwég Kkal Tovg OavATOUS TV TMEOGNTWV, HAQTUEWV Kot
aylwv. Axoua kat Ta ovyxoova vekgotadela mov éxovv avamtuyOel
0T POQELAX KAL AVATOAKA TV OwlOHEVWV TELXWOV KATA TOV TeAgvTALO
adva avtikatonTeilovyv TNy aoteipevTn dlorxeoVvikt] xdon tov IaAaiov
Kaipov kat pa akatdmovotn emiBupia yio o0vOeo He TV LoTogia, TV
LEQOTNTA KOl TNV TTOALTIOTIKT] ONHao i Tov.

Mowiun totogia tov [adarov Kaigov - Iowrtes emadég
pe v EAAada kat tnv AvatoAn)

OéAw, woTdoo, TWPA VA UIATIOW Vi KATL TIOV EAGXLOTOL ATt 000VG TAELOEVOVY
oty Alyvmto to éxovv avtiAnpOei. KaOe xpovo eiodyovtar and vy EAAGOx aAdd
kat and tn Qowikn oty Atyvnito nAwa doxeia kpaot

(Hoodorog, lotopiar I11. 6)

O mowteg 10ToQuKég T YEG TToL avadéQovy v dovon e BaBuAw-
VAg XQ0VOAOYOUVTOL OTOV TIRWTO atwva T.X., *AA& Tar TOOoPaTa aQxaL-
oAoywa evonuata anokaAvmtovv ott 1o ITaAawd Kaigo mowtoka-
okt 0nie yOow ota péoa Tov €Bdouov atwva T.X., Katd T PaciAeia
G 26M¢ AvvaoTeiag, 1) oToia elXe WG dLOKNTIKT PAoT TV TOAT LAlg
070 duTIKO AéATa Tov Neidov.

H mepiodog 664-332 1.X., yvwortr] we Yortepn Ilegiodog, elde tnv ev-
OWHATWON TNS AlyUTITOU TOCO OTO €VQUTEQO TOALTIKO KXL EUTIOQLKO
KOOUO 000 Kol OTIC AVTOKQATOQLKES Kol edAPLKES AVTLITTAAOTITES TNG

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Early history of Old Cairo - first contacts with Greece and the East

And one thing I shall tell of, which few of those who go in ships to EQypt have observed,
and it is this:—into EQypt from all parts of Hellas and also from Phoenicia are brought twice

every year earthenware jars full of wine
(Herodotus, Histories I11. 6)

The first historical sources specifically mentioning the foundation of
Babylon date only from the first century BC, but recent archaeological dis-
coveries indicate that settlement in Old Cairo first began around the middle
of the seventh century BC, during the reign of the kings of the 26th dynasty,
who ruled from the city of Sais in the Western Delta.

The years from 664-332 BC are known as the Late Period, a time that
saw Egypt’s integration within both the wider political and mercantile
world and the imperial and territorial rivalries of the Mediterranean and
the Ancient Near East. Memories of earlier attempts to conquer Egypt by
the Assyrian kings Esarhaddon and Ashurbanipal and by the Babylonian
king Nebuchadnezzar (605-562 BC), as well as the subsequently successful
conquest by Cambyses and Achaemenid Persian rule from 525-404 BC,
were merged and preserved by later historians down to the seventh cen-
tury AD, when John of Nikiu writes of Babylon that:

Nebuchadnezzar, King of the Magi and Persians, was the first to build its
foundations and to name it the fortress of Babylon.

For the contemporary context of this period we are fortunate to have
the account of Herodotus, writing between 450-420 BC, who devotes his
Book II and much of Book III to descriptions of Egypt:

because there is no country that possesses so many wonders, nor any that has
such a number of works which defy description. Not only is the climate different
from that of the rest of the world, and the rivers unlike any other rivers, but the
people also, in most of their manners and customs, exactly reverse the common
practice of mankind.

Herodotus describes the intrigues and struggles for power between the
great empires of the East, often aided by the ‘men of bronze’, the merce-
naries and adventurers who founded the first Greek trading colonies in
Egypt:

certain lonians and Carians who had sailed forth for plunder were compelled
to come to shore in EQypt, and they having landed and being clad in bronze armour,
one of the Eqyptians, not having before seen men clad in bronze armour...brought
a report to Psammetichos that bronze men had come from the sea...So he, perceiv-
ing that the saying of the Oracle was coming to pass, dealt in a friendly manner
with the lonians and Carians, and with large promises he persuaded them to take
his part.

Herodotus also paints a vivid picture of the trading colonies set up in
this period by different city- states around the royal capital at Memphis:

there is now a sacred enclosure at Memphis, very fair and well ordered, lying
on that side of the temple of Hephaistos which faces the North Wind. Round about
this enclosure dwell Phoenicians of Tyre, and this whole region is called the Camp



1+2 texts.gqxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 9:59 AM Page 7

Meooyelov kat e Apxaiag Eyyls AvatoAnc. Mvrjuec maAaiotepwv
MEOOTIAD LWV YA KATAKTNON TNG AryUTTOL a6 Toug Acougiovg Baot-
Atddec Eoopoxaddwv kat ACOUQUTIAVIUTIAA, KAt amd To PaciAik g Ba-
BuAwvac Napovxodovoow (605-562 m.X.), kaBwg katL TNV €v ovveyxelo
eTuTLXT) KatdrkTnon ano tov Kapfvon kat v mepoikr kvolapxio amd
oV 0iKO TwV Axatpevdwv (525-404 1t.X.), ovyxwveLONKav Kkat dixtner)-
Onrav amd TOUG HETAYEVEOTEQOVG LOTOQIKOVS HEXQL TOV €BDOLO alwva
w.X., dtav o Iwdvvng Nuciov yoddet yix tn BapuAwva:

O Napovyodovoowp, o pactAiic Twv Maywv kar twv Iepowv, NTav o
TPWTOC MOV éxTioe T OepéAd Tnc kaL Ty ovouace To Gppovpto tnc Ba-
BrAawvac.

Evtuxacg, to mAaioto avtric Tng meQLddov meprypddtnke artd tov Hoo-
doto (450-420 m.X.), 0 omoiog adrepwvel To BiAio II kat peyado tunua
tov BiAlov Il twv IoToplav tov oe megrypadéc g Aryvmtou:

emeldn ano onotadnmote *AAN xwpa avtn OlabéTeL Ta TTEPLOGOTEPX
Oavuaota npdyuata, kaL ta épya tne vreppaivovy kaOe meprypadn oe
oVUYKpLON pE TIC AAAeC xwpes uadi e To EexwpLoTo KAL® TOVG, IOV eival
OtaopeTiio, KaL ye T GUON TOV MOTALUOV TOVG, TOV Eivar aAADTIKN aTto
TV A Awy motapwy, ot Atyvmtior éxovy Ocomioet kat OAa oxedov ta non
xat Ta EO0tud tovg, avtibeta pe Twv aAAwv avBpwnwy.

O Hopodortog e£lotopel TIc (vToLykeg Kat TIc Haxes Y eEovaia ava-
HeoQ OTIC HeYAAES avTOKQATOQLES TNG AVATOANG, oLX VA He TN BonBea
TV aVOQWTIWV «le YdAKIveS tavomAiec», Twv HobodoowV Kol Twv Tu-
XOOLWKTWV TIOL (douoaV TIC TOWTES EAANVIKEC EUTOQLKES ATtOLKieG OTNV
Atyvmro:

uepucot Toveg xat Kapec, mov eiyav oaAnapet yia mAiatoixko, Eémeoay
amno avaykn otny Alyvnto, 0mov BynKav 0T 0TEPLY, KAl OTWS Popovoay
XaAxwec navomdieg, évac Atyvmtiog ov Oev eixe Eavadel avOpwmove e
XaAxwec avomAieg, mye otov Wapuntixo... kKaL Tov avayyeide 0tL ano
™ OdAaooa eixyav ptacel katL yaAxwor avOpwrnot... Tote avtog, kata-
AaBaivovtac 0TLo xpnouoc pyaiver aAnOuwog, pépvetar moAv prAikd otovg
Twvec xatotovg Kapeg, xat Oivovtac Tovg ueyadec vmooxéoeLs, Tovg Tei-
Octva mave pe to pLEPOS TOV.

O Hopoddotog divet emiong pia Cwvtavt] OV TwV EUTOQLKIOV ATIOL-
KLV IOV oLOTAON KAV Katd TV 1eplodo avtr) and didoges TMOAeIc-
KQATN YVUow o T PaciAkn owtevovoa otn Mépudda:

ot Méuprda vrapyxet onuepa TéUevog, ouopPo kot moAd wpaia oto-
Atouévo, To omolio Bpioketal ota votia Tov HPaloTeiov: yvpw 010 TEUEVOC
katotkovv Qoivixes arno tnv Tvpo, kat 0An avtn n meploxn ovoudletal
Xrpatomedo twv Tvpiwy... Ltove lwvec wotdoo kat otovs Kapec mov ov-
vepyaotnrav pali tov, édwoe o WapunTixog T0MOVES va KATOLKIOO0VY, av-
TIKpLoTovG, éxovtac tov Neido avaueod tovg, kat 0TOVG XWPOVSE AUTOVG
000nKe T0 Ovoua Ltpatoneda.

H mtegryoadr) tov Hooddtov dev avadépet tn BafuvAwva, aAAd dmwg
KA Ol RAAEC TTEQLOXEC UTIOQEL VA NTAV €Vt «€QOG TG YNG» TIOL XOQT)-
Y1ONKe 0TOVG EUTTIOQOVS KAL TOUG ETTOLKOVG ATt T CUVOVOULATI) HEYAAT
oA ¢ Meoomotaptiac. Etvay, emiong, oadéc and tnv meoryoadr| tov

of the Tyrians...To the lonians and to the Carians who had helped him Psammeti-
chos granted portions of land to dwell in, opposite to one another with the river
Nile between, and these were called “Encampments”.

The account of Herodotus does not mention Babylon, but like the others
it may have been a “portion of land” granted to traders and settlers from
the great Mesopotamian city of the same name. It is also clear from
Herodotus’ account that trade and transport of Egypt’s produce by sea was
the driving force that brought both colonists and warriors to Egypt:

Amasis... besides other proofs of friendship which he gave to several among
them, he also granted the city of Naucratis for those of them who came to EQypt to
dwell in; Their greatest enclosure and that one which has most names and is most
frequented is called the Hellenion, and this was established by the following cities
in common: - of the lonians Chios, Teos, Phocaia, Clazomenai, of the Dorians
Rhodes, Cnidos, Halicarnassos, Phaselis, and of the Aeolians Mytilene alone. To
these belongs this enclosure and these are the cities which appoint superintendents
of the port.

Ceramics found during the recent archaeological work support these
accounts and provide a vivid link with the broader historical and geograph-
ical context of a settlement with extensive trading contacts throughout the
Levant and the Aegean from the late seventh century BC onwards. Numer-
ous fragments of Aegean amphorae from Rhodes, Chios, Kos and Samos,
ranging in date from the late seventh century BC to the second century AD,
were found up to 10m below modern ground level along the edge of the
ancient riverfront. These amphorae would originally have contained wine
and perhaps formed parts of cargoes broken or lost overboard during un-
loading.

The first settlement at Babylon was located on the bank of the eastern-
most branch channel of the Nile at the point where the river divides to flow
through the Delta to the sea. Texts from the New Kingdom (1567-1085 BC)
suggest this channel had been used earlier for cargoes sailing between
Memphis and the Delta cities via Heliopolis. The strategic importance of
Babylon was provided by its location at the head of the Nile Valley, where
the Nile crossing was made easier via the presence of the island of Roda in
the middle of the river. The existence of paths through the desert cliffs to
the east meant that a number of regional routes for trade and travel by land
and water from all directions converged at Babylon.

The Late Period also saw the first successful cutting of a canal linking
the River Nile to the Red Sea, a project that was begun by the kings of the
26th dynasty and completed by the Persian King Darius (521-486 BC). Writ-
ing of the Red Sea Canal, subsequently a decisive element in the later de-
velopment of Roman Babylon and the city of Cairo that grew up around it,
Herodotus tells us that:

The son of Psammetichos was Necos, and he became king of EQypt. This man
was the first who attempted the channel leading to the Erythrian Sea, which Darius
the Persian afterwards completed: the length of this is a voyage of four days, and
in breadth it was so dug that two triremes could go side by side driven by oars; and
the water is brought into it from the Nile.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO

33



1+2 texts.qxp_Layout 1 12/20/15 3:39 PM Page 8

34

Hopoddtov dtL o eUmdELO KAl 1] HETAPOQA TWV TIROIOVTWY TNG ALyVUTITOU
dlx BaAdoong fTav 1 kKivnTrow dvvan mov €PeQe TOVS ATOIKOVS KAt
Tovg TOAEpLOTEG OtV AlyvTTo:

0 Apaolc, KoL avaueoa oTic AAAec vTinpesiec mov TPooPpepe o€ dLipo-
povc [EAAnvec], xapioe kat o’ ekeivove mov miiyaway otny Alyvnto tnv
ioAn Navkpatn yia va katotknoovy. Ao ta tepd, to peyaAvTepo, To Lo
OVOUAOTO KL VTO TLOV X PTIOLUOTIOLE(TAL TIEPLOTOTE PO, ovoualopevo EAAN-
V10, T0 (Opvoav amod Kowwov oL akoAovOeg oAeLc: ano Tig twvikég 1 Xiog, n
Téwe, n Gaoxala kat ot KAalopevée, amo tic dwpikéc n Podoc, n Kvidog,
Alixapvaocoog kat n PaonAic xat ano Tic aloAtkég povo 1 moAn twv Mo-
TIAnvaiwv. Atko Tovg elvar @vTo TO LEPO, KAl AUTEC elval TTOAELS TTov OLo-
piCovv TOVC EUTIOPLKOVC TIPOEEVOVC.

H kepaptkr) mov foé0mnie katd tn didokel TV TEOTPATWY AQX oL
O0AOYIKWV avaokad@V vTooTnELlLel ALTEG TIC TTeQLYQAPES KAl KATADEL-
KVUEL (o dpeon Ox€OT HE TO €VQUTEQO LOTOQLKO KAl YEWYQAPLKO
MAQIO10 €VOG OIKIOUOU UE EKTETAREVES EUTIOQLKES eMadéc o OAN TNV
AvatoAwr) Meodyelo kat to Aryato amd ta TéAn tov €pdopov awwva m.X.
kat peta. oAvagOua Bpavopata Arylakwv apdogéwv ano tn Podo,
) Xio, Tnv Kw kot ) Ldpo, mov xgovoAoyovvtatl amnd ta TéAn tov €B3do-
pov awva 1.X. éwg tov devTegov awwva w.X., feédnkav oe Pabog éwg
kat 10 pPETEWV KATW ATto TO £MUTIEDO TOL OTLEQLVOV EDAPOVE KATA UT|KOG
g apxalag dxOne tov motapov. Avtol ot apdogeic apxika Oo TteQLel-
Xav koaot kat lowe amoteAovoav pHEQOg POQTIWV IOV EiTE KATAOTOAPT)-
Kav elte xankav ot 0aAacoa katd v ekPOQTWOT).

O mpwTog oklopog ot BaBuAwva Bolokotav oty 6x0n tov avato-
AkoTEQOL TtarpaTtotApov tov Neidov, oto onpeio 0mov 0 TOTAUOG dLa-
KAadwvetatl yix va kataAnfet péoa and to AéAta otn OaAacoa.
Ketpeva amo to Néo Baoideio (1567-1085 t.X.) vrtootneiCovv o6tL o diav-
Aog elxe xonopomomOel maAadteoa kata tn petadood GooTiwV ple-
&V e MEpPac kat twv moAewv oto AéAta, péow e HAovmoAne.
H BapuAwva améxtnoe 1 otoatnyikn onuaoio g anod ) 0éomn g
otV kopudn T Koladag tov Neidov, dmov to mépaoua tov peydAov
TIOTAHOV YVOTAV €VKOAOTEQO HEOW TOL VNOtoL Pdda ov Poloketat ot
péomn tov. H Umtapén atpanwv avdpleoa ota Foaxix TN €010V TTOOG To
avaToALKA onpatve OtL éva TAN00G TTEQLPEQELAKWY EUTIOQIKWY KAL TA-
EVWTIKWV DLXDQOHWV dlax Y1¢ Kot Baxddoong amo dAeg Tic katevOvvoelg
ovvékAvav ot BafuAdva.

Katd v Yoteon Ilepiodo kataokevdotnie emiong N TQWTN ETLTU-
XNHEVN dlweuya Tov oLVEDdEE Tov TToTApd Neido pe v Epubod Oa-
Aaooa, éva €Qyo Tov Eekivnoe anod toug PaotAelc Tng 26ng Avvaoteing
Kkat 0AokAnpwOnKe amo tov [1égon Paocidid Aapeio (521-486 w.X.). O Hoo-
dotog [2.158.1] yoadel yix T Awdouya g EguBodc OaAaocoac, n omola
ot ovvéxela anotéAeoe éva KaBoQLOTIKO OTOLXE(O Yix TNV HeTEémeLTa
avATTLEN NG PWHAIKNS BafuAwvag kat tng oAng tov Kaipov mov yi-
YovtOnke yvow amo avt):

I'og tov Wapuntixov nrav o Nexawc mov &ywe BactAiag tne Aryvntov:
avTOc OoKkipaoe TPWTOS V' avoilel Tn dtwpvya Tov Gépvet oty EpvOpa Oa-

O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

Avapeoa 0Ttov TQOUA0 KAL TO KApTavaglo diayoadovtal ato Babog oL muoapideg

Visible in the distance, between the dome and the bell tower, are the pyramids.
©Tim Loveless

The broad historical context of settlers and trading colonies provided
by Herodotus and supported by the archaeology continues through to the
earliest historical accounts that specifically refer to the foundation of Baby-
lon. The Greek historian Diodorus Siculus, writing about 50 BC, tells us
that:

captives brought from Babylonia... seized a strong position on the banks of the
river... established a colony on the spot which they also named Babylon, from their
native land,

while in 26 BC the geographer Strabo describes how:

In sailing up the river, we meet with Babylon, a strong fortress, built by some
Babylonians who had taken refuge there... from here one can clearly see the pyra-
mids on the far side of the river at Memphis, and they are near to it.

The continuous occupation of the settlement from its foundation down
to the first century BC is suggested by the accounts of Diodorus Siculus
and Strabo, and supported by archaeological finds displayed in the
monastery of St George such as the basalt shrine or naos of Nectanebo II
(360-342 BC), king of the 30th Dynasty and the last native ruler of Egypt,
which was probably discovered during work at the church of St George in
the 1930s and 1940s. Archaeological finds also show that the settlement on
the bank of the river was still active during Ptolemaic rule over Egypt from
323-30 BC, a period which saw improvements to the canal (and its renam-
ing as the Potamos Ptolemaios) by Ptolemy II Philadelphus, including a



1+2 texts.gxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 9:59 AM Page 9

Aaooa kat mov Ty avolEe votepa o Aapeioc o I1éponc. To unroc tne drwpv-
yac eivat tecodpwv nuepv taidt e to tAoio, kKat 0To TAATOC TNV éoka-
Yav 1000 wote va Pmopovy va mAéovy pali S0o TPPELS (e Ta KOVTUA TOVC.
To evE¥TEQO LOTOQIKO TTAQICIO TWV EMOIKWY KAL TWV EUTOQLKWV ATIOL-
KLV mov meprypadet o Hpddotog kat ov vrootnoiletat and v ag-
XaAoyia ovvexiletal HEXOL TG TMOWTEC LOTOQUKES UAQTLQOLEG TTOU
avadégovtal ovykekQLuéva oty devon g BapuAwvac. O EAAnvac
LOTOOKOG ALODWEOG 0 LikeALTNG, Yoadovtag meptl o 50 m.X., AéeL ot

Aéyetar ¢ tov alypaldtwv tovc éx ¢ BapvAwviac... tapd tov mo-
AoV Ywpliov kaptepov... bobcione ddeiag avTolc KATOIKNOAL TOV TOTIOV,
Ov xal amo ¢ matpidoc BapvAwva ripooayopevoat.

Eva 1o 26 m.X. 0 Yewypddoc LtoaPwv megryoadel mwe:

dvantdevoavte 6 éoti BapvAwv, ¢povplov épvuvov, dmooTaviwv
évtavBa BapvAwviov tvov, eita dianpadapévov éviavba katolkiov
napd v factAéwyv... apopaviar 6 évOEévde TnAavywc al mvpapidec év
T epaial v Méuper kai eiol mAnoiov.

Tn ovvexn katoiknom Tov oWIoHOL amd TNV OELOT TNG HEXOL TOV
TEWTO aLVa T.X. avapE€Qouy oTiC TeQLYRAdES TOvg 0 AlOOWEOC 0 LiKe-
ALDTNG KAt 0 LTOAPWV KAl HAQTUEOVY T AQXALOAOYIKA EVQTHATO TIOV
extiBevrat ot Movr) tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov, 6Twe to tepd amd PacaAtn 1
o vaoc tov NextaveBw B (360- 342 m.X.), BaociAtd g 30ng duvaoteiag
kat teAevtatov ynyev @aoa tng Aryvmtov, mov mubavotata avoko-
AVDONKE KATA T DAQKELX TWV EQYATLWV OTNV eKkANoia tov Ayiov Ie-
woYlov kata tic dekaetiec touv 1930 katr tov 1940. AgxatoAoyika
gvEnUAaTa delx VoLV eTLOTC OTL O OKLOUOG 0TV OXO1 TOL TTOTAPOV AV
aKOUA EVEQYOS KATA T DLAQKELX TNG TTTOAEUATKNC KupLxQXiag TG Al
yVmrov (323-30 1.X.), teplodo katd TNy ool onuelwdnKay BeATiwoelg
o1 duwouya (Kat ) petovopaoia g o€ [ltodeuaio [lotauo) and tov
[TtoAepaio B DiAadeAdo, ovpmegirapPavouévng piag deapevng avo-
Pwong Y va diaxweloet T duiwuya Tov YAUKoUL vepov amd thv Egubod
BOdAaooa, n omola eQLyQAadeTAL ATd TOV LTdPwva:

ol pévtor IltoAepaixol paotAeic dtaxopavtes kAetotov énoinoav tov
EVPLTOV WOTE 0TE foVAOLVTO EKTIAEY dkwAVTWE eic Ty EEw OalatTav
Kal elomAev aAw.

Ot €pevveg 0TO AVATOALKO TUTHA TOL GEOLVEIOV, KOVTA 0TIV CLVA-
vy Mmev Eloa, amokaAuvpav évav ITtoAeuaixd «opllovta» 1) oTepa
00aoTNELOTNTAS ATtd TNV TERL0d0 avTr| o€ BAB0g TteQimov 5 HETOWV KATW
QATIO TO OMHEQLVO ETITTEDO TOL EDAPOVS, CUUTEQIAAUPAVOUEVWYV KTIQIWV
amd WHOTALVOOUS TTOL ATIOTEAOVV TIC TTAAXLOTEQES KATATKEVES TIOV
éxovv BoeOet péxot onueoa oto IaAad Kawgo, kabwg kot oxetikn Ke-
QaUIKN] TTOL TeQLeAApPave ploe oPeaylopévn Aafr apdogéa e To
ovopa kat To EUPANUa TG PAEYOLEVTS DAdAS TOV QOdLAKOV KEQALO-
mioov Lwkdtn 1I, o omolog dpaotnolomow|Onie kata tnv mepiodo 200-
174 mt.X.

INua kegapéa tov Zwkoatn Il mavw oe Aapr) apdooéa

Potter’s mark of Socrates II stamped on an amphora handle ©Alison Gascoigne

lock to separate the freshwater canal from the Red Sea described by Strabo:

The Ptolemaic hands, however, cut through it and made the strait a closed
passage, so when they wished they could sail out without hindrance into the outer
sea and sail in again

Investigations in the eastern part of the fortress near the Ben Ezra syn-
agogue have revealed a Ptolemaic “horizon” or layer of activity from this
period at around 5 m. below modern ground level, including mud-brick
buildings that are the oldest structures yet found in Old Cairo, as well as
associated pottery that included a stamped amphora handle with the name
and the flaming torch motif of the Rhodian potter Socrates II, known to
have been active in the period 200-174 BC.

Trajan and the Port of Babylon — the importance of ships and trade to the
history of Old Cairo

And on the confines of Arabia... Babylon, Heliopolis and the town of Heroum, through
which and the city of Babylon the River of Trajan flows
Claudius Ptolemy, Geography, IV. 5

Ptolemy (AD 90-168) was an Alexandrian and a contemporary witness
to the emperor Trajan’s shifting of the entrance of the Red Sea canal to
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O Toaiavog kat to Apave tng BapuvAwvas- n onuacia
TwV MAOLWYV KAl TOL UmoEiov yia TNV totogia Tov ITaAaiov Kaigov

And on the confines of Arabia... Babylon, Heliopolis and the town of Heroum,
through which and the city of Babylon the River of Trajan flows
KAavdiog IMtoAepaloc, l'ewypadia, IV. 5

O ITtoAepatog (90-168 w.X.) tav AAeEavoQLvdg KAt avTOTTNG HAQ-
TULOAG TNG HETATOTILONG TNG ELCODOL NS dwouyag g EguBodc OaAao-
oag ot BaBuAdva and tov avtokpatoga Toaiavo kat tnv kataokevr)
EVOG EYAAOL TETELVOL Atpaviov. Avt tav pia kaboQLoTikn oty
otV wtogia Tov Katpov kat tng AryVmtov, T000 ONUAVTIKY 000 1) Kot-
TAOKELT| TG dLQUYAG TOL LOVEC TTOL oLVdEEL T Meodyelo kat TNV Ava-
TOAN) 0T oVY YOV eToXN.

AAAoL ovyyoadelg TG OIS lxav emiyvVwoT) TNG OLKOVOLLKTS KAl
TG «TTAYKOOULOTIOM TIKIS» DUVAULKTG AVTWV TwV aAAaydv otV vTo-
doun ¢ avtokpatopias. O Pwpaiog ITAtviog o Neodtepog (61-112 p.X.),
dtroc kat armeotaApévog tov Toaiavov, méBave katd To €T0C KAta-
okevng ™S BapuvAdvac, aAAa éypae 0TL 0 YeviKOg 0TOXOS TOL TIQO-
Yoapuatog Atpevikwv €Qywv tov Toalavov ftav:

Na ovvdéoer anouaxpvopévovs Aaovg dta Tov eumopiov 0VTWS WOTE
Ta TPOIOVTA TNG Y16 Kbe xwpac va paivetal 0TL avikovy o€ 0Aovc.

H emavaAeitovpyia g dLwQuyag Kol 1 KATAOKELT] TOL ALHAVIOU
amoTeEAOVOAV HEQOG TOL EVIAIOL TQOYQAHATOS, oLVOEoVTAc T Meoo-
YELO HE TOVG LVOLKOVG KAL LTTEQ-LOQIAVIKOVS EUTTOQUKOVS DQOHOUG TIOV
avolxOnkav pe tnv mpoodotnomn ¢ Nabataea (pe To TEO00d0POQO e~
1doLo Apaviov) to 106 pw.X.. H diwpuvya Nrav emiong évag amoteAeoua-
TIKOG TEOTOG Yl TN HETAdOQA HAQHAQOV, Todultn Kot dAAwV
TMETEWHATWY amd to Livd kot v Egubod OdAacoa yo tv kataokeu)
é¢oywv ot Paoun kai m Avon, evw to Auave g BapuAdvag oty ko-
ovd1M TS KOAAdAg Tov Neldov Ntav oads éva oUAVTIKO OToLX (0 YL
™V amoONKeLOT KAL 0QYAVWOT TOL annonad - TV moour0ela otnewyv
ot Poun. To cura annona fitaev 11 HeyaADTEQN VAUTIKT] ETTLXElONOT TNG
QWHAIKTNG KLPBEQVNONG, ka1 Poun toepdtav e aryvmtiakd otned yix
TEOOEQLC LT VESG TOV €TOVC.

Etvat mBavé ot mpooxwoeis tov [TeAovoiakov (Pelusiac), tov avaro-
Akotegov magamotapov tov Netdov, va miieoav tov Toaiavo va peta-
toTtioeL To otopto ¢ Awdpvyag g EouBpdc OdAaocoag mo mavw otn
BapBuAdva meptmov to 112 p.X.. To Atpavi tov Toalavov avtikatéotnoe
TIC VTTAQXOVOEG ALUEVIKES EYKATAOTACELS KAL £TMEKTAONKE OTN VIjoO
Poda, 6Ttov oUpPwva e Tt YEG TNG TTEQLOOOL AECWS HETA TV aQaBLir|
eloBoAr) vmexav vavnnyela, ta omola mbavotata XQovoAoyovvtat
ot pwuaikr] emtoxn). H tomoypadia ka1 didtaln tov petémeita poov-
olov otn BaBuAdwva deiyvouv otL ot aAAayéc tov Toaiavod megte Adpa-
vav entlong TNV Kataokevn] pag yépuoag mov diéoxile to Netdo péow
G vijoov Poda, éva e€loov peyaAdmvoo €0vo pe TNV Ttepldnun yépuoa
mov kKataokevaoe oto Aovvapn. Ilododates agxatoAoyikés épevveg

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Babylon and the construction of a great stone harbour. This was a defining
moment in the history of Cairo and Egypt, much as the construction of the
Suez Canal linking the Mediterranean and the East was to be in modern
times.

Other contemporary writers were clearly aware of the economic and
‘globalizing’ potential of these changes to the infrastructure of the Empire.
The Roman Pliny the Younger (AD 61-112), a friend and correspondent of
Trajan, died in the year of the construction of Babylon but wrote that the
overall aim of Trajan’s harbour-building programme was:

To link far distant peoples by commerce so that the natural products of any
place now seem to belong to all.

Re-opening the canal and building the harbour formed part of this uni-
fied programme by linking the Mediterranean with Indian and trans-Jor-
danian trade routes opened up by the annexation of Nabataea (with its
lucrative incense trade) in AD 106. The canal was also clearly an effective
way to transport marble, porphyry and other stone from Sinai and the Red
Sea for building projects in Rome and the West, whilst the harbour of Baby-
lon at the head of the Nile valley was also clearly an important element in
the storage and organization of the annona — the grain supply to Rome. The
cura annona was the largest shipping operation carried out by the Roman
government, and Egyptian grain fed Rome for four months of the year.

It is likely that silting-up of the easternmost Pelusiac branch of the Nile
induced Trajan to shift the mouth of the Red Sea Canal further upstream
to Babylon around AD 112. Trajan’s harbour replaced the existing port fa-
cilities and extended also to the island of Roda, where sources from the pe-
riod immediately following the Arab Conquest refer to shipyards which
probably date back to Roman times. The topography and layout of the later
fortress at Babylon suggest that Trajan’s changes also included the con-
struction of a bridge crossing the Nile via Roda, a work that would have
been of a similar scope to the famous bridge he constructed over the
Danube. Recent archaeological work has allowed us to reconstruct much
of the plan of the harbour and canal entrance, and suggests that Trajan took
the natural features of the earlier port and supplemented them with moles
of solid masonry.

The canal was subject to the seasonal rhythms of the Nile: monsoon
rains in the mountains of Ethiopia caused the river in Egypt to begin rising
in mid-June each year, reaching its highest point at the end of September.
A stone-lined inlet or inner harbour was probably related to the need to re-
tain water in the canal and keep it navigable for as long as possible by clos-
ing it as soon as the river began to fall. It is interesting to note that there is
a similar feature in Trajan’s harbour at Portus, the port of Rome, built in
the same period from AD 106-112. A papyrus written (in Greek) by the Arab
governor Qurra bin Sharik on 4/5 January AD 710 to the administrator of
the village of Aphrodito illustrates both the timeframe and the urgency as-
sociated with maximizing traffic on the canal:

you must send these goods quickly before the receding (apobasis) of the waters
of the Trajan canal (ta hydrata tou Traianou).
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eméToeay TNV avakataokev] HEYAAOL HEQOLS Tov oxedlov Tov Alpa-
VIOU KL TNG EL0OO0L TG dlwuyag Kot deixvouv otL o Toaiavog alomol-
Noe ta PLOKA XAQAKTNQLOTIKA TOL TMQOYEVEOTEQOV ALUAVIOV KAL T&
evioxvoe He HWAOUS aTtd CUUTIAYT) TOLXOTIOLA.

H dwovya ftav eEagmuévn amo Tic emoxtakés dIAKVIAVOELS TNG
otaOung tov Netdou: oL foox g Twv povowvwy ota Fovva tng Adomiag
TEOKAAOVTAY AVODO TNG OTAOUNG TOL TOTAUOV 0TV AlyVTITO OTA pléoa
Iovviov kaBe étovg, POAvovTag oto vYMAdTEQO onpeio TNG 0To TéAog
ZemrtepBoiov. Mia el00d0g emeVOUHEVN LLE TTETOA T] EVA E0WTEQLKO ALUAVL
OV oXeTILETAL LLE TV AVAYKT) DLATHQENOTG TOL VEQOL 0T QUYL
TIQOKELHEVOL V& TtaQaLelvEL TTAGLUN Yior 600 TO duVATOV TEQLOTOTEQO,
HE TO KAE(OHO TG OTav 1) 0TAOunN ToL TToTapov agxLle va éptet. AEiCet
vaonuewdel dOTLvTTAQ)EL Hiax Ttarpopolx Aettoveyia oto Atudve tov Toai-
avov oto Portus, to emtivelo g Popng, mov xtiotnke kata v O me-
0l(0do (106-112 p.X.). ‘Evag mamuog, Yoaupévog ota eAANVIKA amd Tov
Aopapa kvBeovntn Qurra bin Sharik otig 4/5 Iavovagpiov 710 p.X. eog
TOV OLAXELQLOTY TOL XwEtov Aphrodito, amteucoviCet T000 TO XQOVOOLA-
YOaHUa 600 KAl TOV EMELYOVTA XAQAKTHQX IOV OXETICETAL PE TN HEYL-
oTomolnoT ¢ KukAodpopiag otn duwovya:

Ipénertva oteidete avtd ta ayabd ypryopa, TpLwy TNV ATOXWPNOT] TWV
vepav e dtwpvyag tov Tpaiavov.

H eioodog ¢ dLapuyag onuadevTniKe Amo Ui TEQAOTLX LOVOALO LK
otAn, otV KoQLPT TS omoiag TBAVWS va 00BWVOTAV £vag KOAOOOL-
alog adQLAVTAG TOL AVTOKQATOQA YLot VA TO PAEMOLV GOOL, OTIWGS 0 LTOA-
Bwv, «¢mAeav oto motapw. H paon kat tpurjpata tov afova g otAng
olovTal otnv agx KT Toug B€01 0To KLETO HEQOS TOL TOLXOL TOL Alpa-
V10U, KaTtw amod 1o vao tov Ayilov 'ewgyiov. Me Baon pia pogoAoyikr
amodelEn o€ MALVO 00Tpakov TOL onuatodotel Tig 2 Yemteupolov 112
X, wg nuegopnvia évapéng twv eoyaotwv Y tov Ilotaud tne Bapuv-
Aawvag, etvat Oavo to Auave va xtiotnie and éva ouvovaopo Aeyew-
vaouwv kat goyalopevov ayyagiag and tov tomikd mAnOvouos. H
TEOKLUAA TOV ALUAVIOV, XTIOUEVN aTtd peYAAovg AaEevpévoug aofBe-
O0TOALOOUG ATO TA KOVTLVA PRAXLX, TTAV 6 HETOA O& TTAATOC KAt 6 HETO
oe Babog, pe v kooudPn va diatneeitar otn Béon g pe oldega o
OXT)Ua 0LEAG XEADOVIOU 1) EVALVES daxyKkAve 1) «OkLALA». O TolX0G KATX
KOG TOL TTOTAHOU NTav BadUdwTog Yo v aVTIHETWTIOEL T HLETA-
PaAAopeva entimteda tov NelAov, kat oL TEOTPATEG AQXALOAOYUKES €Q-
vaotieg €detEav OTL NTav dakoopnUévog e mpoeEéxovoeg Agovto-
KePaAEC 0TOVG TTETELVOUG O0TVAOUG MEOODEOTG TwV TAoIwV. Ml Tétolax
0¢om), He aVAAKWDOELS YVUOW ATO TO KEPAAL TOL AlovTaplov, Adyw pOods
amod T oxowLk EOodEONS, avaktOnke oe FdBog 8 péTowv KATw amd
TO OMMEQLVO eTUTEDO TOL dQOMOL kat ektiBetal oto voto Pwuaikd
nvpyo. Kataokevéc tng mookvuaiag pe eyX&oakta eAANVIKA YO -
Hata, ov Poédnkav otnv lepd Movr tov Ayiov I'ewoyiov, patvetat va
delxvouv dladogeTika emayYEAPATA 1] TEQLOXES OTax diKTLA pLETAPOQWV
EUTIOQEVHATWY &XTIO TO TIOTAL 0TI dLWQLYA.

Dwroygadia Baong kiova ot B£01 Tov POEEIOL MVEYOV KUKALKNG KATOYNG

KATw amo to vao tov Ayiov l'ewoyiov
A photograph of a column base in the niche of the north round tower beneath church
of St George. ©Tim Loveless

The entrance to the canal was marked by a huge monolithic column,
perhaps carrying a colossal statue of the emperor intended to be seen by
those, like Strabo, ‘sailing up the river’. The base and fragments of the col-
umn shaft are still preserved in their original location on the curved end of
the quay wall beneath the church of St George. A tax receipt on a clay os-
trakon gives a latest date of 2 September AD 112 for the beginning of work
on the Potamos Babylonos and suggests the harbour was probably built by a
combination of legionaries and labour levied from the local population.
The harbour wall was 6m wide and 6m deep, built of massive limestone
blocks quarried from the nearby cliffs, with the top course held in place by
swallow-tailed iron or wooden cramps or “dogs”. The riverside wall was
stepped to deal with the changing levels of the Nile and recent archaeolog-
ical work showed it was decorated with projecting lion-headed stone moor-
ing posts for the ships. One such post, with grooves worn around the head
of the lion by mooring ropes, was recovered from a depth of 8m below the
modern street level and is now on display in the southern Roman tower.
Quayside structures with incised Greek letters found in the monastery of
St George appear to indicate different trades or areas for trans-shipments
of goods from the river to the canal.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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Amo ) «Bapudova tng Aryvmtov» afOVOUETOLKT) AVAKATACOKEVN TOU $pQOVQIOL KAl TNG diweuyas. © Auegikaviko Egevvnricé Kévtgo otnv Alyvnto

From “Babylon of Egypt” axonometric reconstruction of the fortress and the canal. © American Research Center in Egypt

To ®govgto tng BapuvAwvag

AQXALOAOYIKA KAL LOTOQIKA OTOLY Elrx delyvouv dtLTo Ppeovplo g Ba-
PuAwvag xtiotnie MOavOTATA KATA TIG eMOKEPELS TOU AVTOKQATOQX
AlokAntavov oty Atyvrto peta&t 297 kat 302. Néa ototyeia yiax to pé-
YeBog Ko TN dLorpeLOLLLoT) TOL PEoLVEIOL delx VoLV OTL N droLya TS EQu-
Ooac Oalaooag MaQépeLVE O XONOT), AV KAL KATA TNV KATAOKELT] TOU
doovpiov éyvav onNUAVTUKES TQOTIOTIOWOELS OTO LTTAQXOV Alpdve. O
X0 UTIEOOTA aTtd TO VOTLO HOAO ToL Toaiavicov Atpaviod unaldOmnice
KaLT) VOt Tooon Tov Gpoovpiov XTioTnKE Mavw o pio oxedia aQyo-
AtBodoung Tdxouvg 4 pHETOWV, CUUTTEQIAABAVOLLEVNG XSG ETUPBANTIKTS
Xxeooalag MUANG, He OKOTIO V& TQOKAAETEL DEOG OTOVG TAEWLOTES ATt

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

The Fortress of Babylon

Archaeological and historical evidence indicates that the fortress of
Babylon was probably built during the visits of the Emperor Diocletian to
Egypt between AD 297 and 302. New evidence for the size and layout of
the fortress shows the Red Sea canal remained in use, although the con-
struction of the fortress involved substantial modifications to the existing
port. The area in front of the southern mole of the Trajanic harbour was
filled in and the southern facade of the fort was built on a 4 m. thick rubble
raft, including an imposing land gate intended to strike awe into travellers
by land and those approaching Babylon by ship as they rounded the bend
in the river to the south.
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TV EVOoXWEA Ko o€ gkelvoug Tov mAnoialav ) BafuAdva pe mAolo,
kaOwg éumatvay ot 0TEodN TOL TOTALOV TIYOG TO VOTO.

H avarykn v éva poovolo yia TV meootaoia autig TnG ONUAVTIKTS
otoatnYkn¢ tontoOeoiag aviavakAovoe Tig véeg amelAéc amd tnv Ava-
TOAN KAl TS AAAYEC ToL elxav eméADEL 0TO E0WTEQLKO TNG AVTOKQATO-
olag peta TNV 0TAbEQOTNTA TV NUEQWV EWRNVNG (pax romana) VTIO TOV
Toaiavo, ka1 kKataokevn ¢ BapuAwvag anoteAovoe HéQOC g ToAL-
TIKTG TOL ALOKANTIAVOD Yiot TNV OTQATIWTIKT] KoL OUKOVOULKT] &XvadLoQ-
Yavwon g emaylag e AryvmTov.

To (poovplo etvat éva amo ta peyaAvtepa Kat kaAvtepa diatnonpéva
QA ELYHATA TNG QWHATKTG OTOATLWTIKTG AQXLTEKTOVLIKTG KAl Ot OVO
TEQAOTIOL TVQYOL KUKAKNG KATOYNG ov pUAaTTav TNV {0000 TN¢ duw-
ovyag etvat povaducés kataokevéc. Eva and ta Atya owlopeva ow-
HATKA aQXITEKTOVIKA TAQAAANAa oe uéyeBog kat oe xpovoAoyia
KATAOKELTS HE Tovg mugyougs oto [MaAawd Kawgo etvat 1 Potovta tov
Ayliov I'ewgyiov ot Oecoadovikn, mov xtiotnke to 306 W vadg 1) pav-
owAelo V1O TIg duntaryég Tov I'aAéplov, cLVadEAPOL Kal oLV-TETEAQXN
oL ALOKANTIAVOU. M O€10d Ao XAQAKTNQLOTIKA OTOLXELX TG VOTEQNC
QWHATKNG OTOATIWTIKTG AQXLTEKTOVIKNAG delxvouv dtL to Ppoovlo mba-
VG XTlotnke and tovg otoartiwtes TG Legio Il Diocletiania, tov elyorv
oTEATOTIEdEVUEL TROYEVEDTEQ 0T PaAkavikr] emagxia e Mowolag,
OTIOL VTIAQXOLV AOKETA PEOVOLAX e TTAQOMOLX XxpakTnoloTika. Ta Tte-
OLUETOWKA TelXN €xouvv Tthxog 4 pétoa kat vpog 15 pétoa, KaTaoKevA-
OTNKAV ATO £Vat KQAUA TEQAOTIWV AaEeVHEVWV aoBE0TOALOWV Kat Eva
LOXVOO AAA& TTOAD TTLO YOT]YOQO OTNV ePpagUOYT) CVOTNUA TAEWONG He
urala 1y opus mixtum, oto omoilo mévte aoBe0TOALOIKEG OTRWOELS EVAA-
AQOOOVTAL UE TEELS OTQWOIELS HEYAAWV TETQAYW VWV MAAKWIWV 0mTod-
nAwOwv og 0A0 o MdX0G TOL ToLXWHaToS. H xepoaia mAgvpd tov
doovplov pvAacodtav and mogyouvg oe oxua U ava dixotrjuata 22
HETQWYV, EVE 0TIV TTAQATIOTAUL TTAEVQA, OL LLEYAAOL DOV oL TTOQYOL KL-
KAWKNG kdtodng, dapétoov 29 pétowy, tédnkav oe andotaon 22 pétoa
0 évag amo Tov AAAO, ePATTOPEVOL 0TIV ECWTEQLKT] TTAQELX TOL TELXOVS
TIAQATIETACHATOS TIOL TTAALTWOVEL THV €l0000 16 drouyac g Eouboac
BOalacoas. O Béoelog MHEYOS KUKAIKIG KATOYTG, TTOL OwleTaL 0To aQ-
XK UPog ToL KdTw amd v exkkAnoia tov Ayiov 'ewylov, xTlotnke
AKQLPAS TAVW ATIO TOV TAAALOTEQO TOLX0 Tov Atpdviov Tov Toaiavov,
eV 0 VOTIOG TTVOYOS KUKAIKNG KATOPNG KATAOKEVAOTNKE MAVQW O TéE-
podotia Tétova OepléAlr LéoR OTO TOTALLL, (OWG O€ P TTQOOTIAO el Vot
YiveL o otevi) 1) elo0dog kat va avEnBein gon Tov veQoL Héoa 0T dLw-
ovya. Kat ot dvo mogyor jtav toLpodeg kKataokevég, 16 pétoa oe viog,
LE OKTW OWHATIX O& KAOe eTUTEDO YUOW ATO éva KEVTOIKO TIEQLOTLAO
xweo. H emakoAovOrn avodog tov edddPovg 0To e0wTeQLKO TOL BOQELOL
MUQYOL OKEMATE OAEC TIG aQ)XUKEC AlDveg Paoelg TG TofooToLxing Touv
Looyelov, Tig omolec pumogel kKaveic va deL otnv agx e} tovg Béom (in situ).
H modopaon otovg mavw 000houvg Ntav ePkTr) HEOw Hiag TETOLVNG
ok&Aag tuTov newel oe évav amd tovg OaAapovs. Ot TOEYOL KUKALKT|G
KAToYng kat To duTKS TElXOC TOL hOoLEIOV, TTAATOVC 4 HéTEWV, TOTIOOE-

H Noértia ITVAn tov Pwpaikov ¢poovgiov
The South Gate of the Roman fortress

The need for a fortress to guard this important strategic location re-
flected the new threats from the East and internal changes to the Empire
that had occurred since the more confident days of the pax romana under
Trajan, and the construction of Babylon formed part of Diocletian’s military
and economic re-organization of the province of Egypt.

The fortress is one the largest and best-preserved examples of Roman
military architecture, and the two massive round towers guarding the en-
trance to the canal are unique constructions. One of the few surviving
Roman architectural parallels in size and date for the towers in Old Cairo
is the Rotunda of St George in Thessaloniki, built in AD 306 as a temple or
mausoleum on the orders of Diocletian’s colleague and fellow-Tetrarch Ga-
lerius. A number of features characteristic of Late Roman military architec-
ture suggest the fortress was probably built by the men of the Legio III
Diocletiania, previously stationed in the Balkan province of Moesia , where
a number of fortresses with similar features survive. The circuit walls are 4
m. thick and 15m high, constructed with a combination of massive lime-
stone blocks and a strong but much quicker infill system of coursed rubble
or opus mixtum, in which five limestone rubble courses alternate with three
courses of large square brick tiles that run through the entire thickness of
the wall. The land side of the fortress was defended by U-shaped projecting
towers at 22 m. intervals, while on the river the massive 29 m.-diameter
twin round towers were set 22 m. apart at a tangent to the inner face of the
curtain wall flanking the entrance to the Red Sea canal. The northern round
tower, still preserved to its full original height below the church of St
George, was built directly over the earlier harbour wall of Trajan, while the
southern round tower was constructed on massive stone foundations laid
directly in the river, perhaps in an attempt to narrow the entrance and in-
crease the flow of water into the canal. Both towers were 16 m.-high, three-
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MONH TOY ATIOY TERPTIGY BN NAAAIZ KATPS

FORTRESS OF BABYLON: BASEMENT LEVEL FLAN OF CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE AND SOUTH TCWER

Amé ) «BapvAwva tng Aryvmtov» kdtor Twv dvo mvgywv. © Apegikdaviko Egevvnrtiké Kévrgo otnv Aiyvnto

From “Babylon of Egypt” ground plan of the two towers. ©American Research Center in Egypt

ONKAV KATA UT)KOG TNG E0WTEQLKTIG TAEVQAS TOL AQXIKOV AlUavioy,
UNKOUG 6 HETOWYV, WOTE va eTLTOaTtel ) ovvexrg mEdoBaon péow Bon-
ONTIKAOV MUVADV (TMVADWV) € par AwEida TTAGTOUGS 2 HETEWV TNG TIQOKU-
patag Kato prrog g 0X0ne. Avo amod avtég tig muAdeg evtomiCovtat
axopa ot Movr) tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov, av kat 1 gwpaikT) Tigokvpaia Boi-
OKETAL T TEQLTIOV 8 HETOA KATW ATIO TO MITTEdO TG OVUYXQ0VNS 0000
Mari Girgis 1 ool akoAovOel T dixdgour| tnv omoia axoAovBovoav
KATIOTE T VEQA ToL Neidov.

H meQloQlopévn datrjenoT kat To akavOvioTo ox1Ha Tov Hoviov
KQUPBOLV Hia dataln peyaAng axoifeias. Ot mpdodpates agxaloAoykég
€QYQOLES HAg £dwaav TN dLVATOTNTA VOt KATAVOTTOULLE TO AQXLKO HLé-
veBog kat tn data&n Tov GoovELOV, TO OTOLO E(XE ONUAVTIKEG OUVETIELEG
YLt TNV UETETTELTA LOTOQLA TOV KAL TNV EVOWHATWOT) TOL OTNV TTOAT TTOL
avamtoxOnKe Yoow anod avtd. To dutikd teiyxog xTlotnke oTic 0XOec Tov
TIOTAHOV, EVE 1] ELOVYEAULLOT) TG DWEUYAS XONOLHoTomOnKe yix dVo
OULUHETQIKA OXLOWHEVOUS TteQLBOAOVS OV TEOOTEON KAV eKXTEQWOEV.
Evtdc twv tetywv tov poovplov To onpeQLvo eminedo Tov edAdOLS elvatl
€wg ka4 pétoa VPNAGTEQO ATtd O, TL KATA TOUG QWHATKOVG XQOVOUS, AV
KL OXEDOV OAOL OLOQOHOL AtKOAOVOOVV T YOOLHT] TWV ETWTEQLKWV DQO-
HwV TOL (PEOLEIOL TTOL KATAOKEVATTNKAV TOVAAXLOTOV TTOLV artd XAt
ETTAKOO X XQOVLA.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

storey constructions, with eight rooms on each level set around a central
colonnaded space. The subsequent rise in ground level inside the northern
tower buried all the original stone bases of the ground floor arcade that can
now be seen in situ. Access to the upper floors was via a stone newel stair-
way in one of the chambers. The round towers and the 4 m.-wide western
wall of the fortress were set along the inner face of the 6 m.-wide earlier
harbour wall to allow continued access through postern gates to a 2 m.-
wide strip of the quayside along the riverfront. Two of these gates can still
be seen in the monastery of St George, although the Roman quayside now
lies some 8m below the level of modern Mari Girgis Street which now runs
where the Nile once flowed.

The partial survival and irregular plan of the fortress conceals a layout
of great precision. Recent archaeological work has enabled us to under-
stand the original size and layout of the fortress, which had important im-
plications for its subsequent history and integration into the city that grew
up around it. The western wall was built on the existing riverside, while
the alignment of the canal was used for two symmetrical fortified enclo-
sures added either side of it. Within the walls of the fortress the modern
ground level is as much as 4m higher than in Roman times, although almost
all the streets follow the line of the internal streets of the fortress laid out
more than seventeen hundred years ago.
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‘Evag k0QLog dQOpog pe katevOuvor and AvatoAr| mog Avor), ov
dtéoxile o poovlo amd TNV AvatoAwr| [TVAT, cwletal peQkws mavw
amo 1o £dadog ota vekpotadeia Ta 0ol EKTEVOVTAL KATA KOS TWV
OVATOALKWV TELXWV TOL (PEOLEIOL. AULTOC 0 dPOUOC 001 YOVOE 0TI AVTIKY
ITOAN, 1 omola Twoa etvat Bappévn eEoAokArgov péoa oto EAANVIKS
Op00d0&0 vekpotadelo, kat o TéQA 0€ Hx YéDuoa Tov 001 yovoE
péow G vrjoov Podac otnv amévavtt 6xOn tov Neldov, ka1 omola mi-
Bavag va amoteAovtav and TAWTA TUUATO AVALETH OTIC TTETOLVEG
TIOOPATTEC TIQOKELHEVOL VA TIQOTAQHOLOTAV OTA HETAPAAAOUEVA ETTL-
meda TOL MOTAUOV.

H megoxr) mov Poloketat ota fOQelx ALTIS TG KEVTOLKNS aQTNOiag
mov daoX (et To GoovELo attd AvatoAn mEog AVOT, TWEA 0€ HEYAAO
PaBuo evtog tng meQLoxXrs Tov eAAN VKOV vekpotadelov, TOavVWS va
meQUAdpPave T peydAa dloknTika KTigx TG owpaikns BaBvAdvag
KL l0WG oo KAL POt XUTOKQATOQLKT] KATOLKIX TOV YVWOTOU ATto AAAQ
péQn TUTIOL. AUTA TA TNUAVTIKA KTIQLX eVOWHATWONKAV 0TI TEQLOXT
TWV DLOKNTIKWV KTV KAL TWV EALT KATOLKLOV TNG VEAS TTOWTEVLOLOAG
tov Fustat peta v agaf ik} KATdKTNom, Kot HE T1 OE& TOUG EYKATA-
AelpOnKav kat ot cvvéExelx CLANONKAV HETA ATIO TV KATATTEOPT] TTIOL
TEOKANONKE KATA TNV KATAKTNON TNG ALyUTITOL Ao TN dvvaoTelo Twv
ABPacdwv to 750 w.X.. Tumuata gopaikov KTiplov mov odloviat Pmo-
oel va det kaveic dimAa otov Taducd vaod péoa oto vekgotadelo, dTov
anokaAvPONKaV Katd TN dkgkela eQyaotwv 11 dekaetio tov 1940,
AAAG TTAQA T DLVNTIKA HLEYAAT) OHACIA AVTHG TNG TTEQLOXT]G, 1] TTAQOL-
ola twv vexgotadelwv amétoee TNV agXXLOAOYIKT) OLEQEVVOT 1) XXO-
TOYQAPNON TNG KATA TNG OVYXQOVT] ETTOXT].

Edamtépevol ota MEQIUETOIKA TELXT) VTINOXAV OTQATWVES YLX TOVG
OTOATIWTEG, OL oTtoiot owlovtat BOQELa TOL TVEYOL KUKALKTG KATOYNG
¢ Movnic tov Aylov 'ewgyiov, ov xtiotnke Tadvw OTIG TAAALOTEQES
niookvpaies tov Toaiavov. Emokéntes pmogodv va dovv mawg 1tay to-
OO ETNLEVOL OL OTQATWVEG O€ ETMUEQOVS TUYKQOTIHATA TWV Do TA-
oewv 13,5 x 9 pétoa, mBavaws OoAWTOL, L Hio KLOVOOTOLX [0t 0TOV TEWTO
00000 Kat pa okaAa petalv kabe Cevyoug eMUEQOVS TUYKQOTHHATWY.
Avt) 1) dtdTaén KAt To OXEDLO TWV OTEATWVWY, He éva eEwTeQLKd TQO-
OaAapo yiax tnv anodrKevon Twv OTAWY, ETETEETAV OTOVG OTQATLWTES
taxeia medoPaon otig emaAfelg 1 HEOW TwV O0AWTWV ddQOUWY EVTOS
TOUL TElXOVG TTAQATIETATUATOS 0TIV 0XON TOL ToTALOD.

H idgvon tov Fustat - To ITaAaié Kawgo wg muonvag tng pecat-
WVIKNG Kat oVYyxeovn s moAng tov Kaigov - AAAayég ot Movn
Avyiov T'ewgyiov and tn pecalwvikr megiodo péxol tn ovyxeovn
£MOXT)

Meta v agafikr] kataktnot to 641 w.X. ot vdlotdpeves Pulavtivég
OLOKNTLKEG AeLToLvQYieg eTtcevVTOWONKAVY YUoW Ao TO PQOVELO KAl Ot
apxatec epumogikég oxéoelc pe TNV AvatoArn mov eEaopaiiloviav péoa
amo ) dweLya amodelxOnkav CwTIKNG ONHAciag Yo TV QLo Kat T

A major east-west street ran
across the fortress from the East
Gate, half of which is still pre-
served above ground in the
cemeteries which run along the
eastern walls of the fort. This
road led to the West Gate, itself
now entirely buried within the
Greek Orthodox cemetery, and
beyond this to a bridge which
led via the island of Roda to the
other side of the Nile, and which
was probably composed of float-
ing pontoon sections set between
stone piers to accommodate the
changing levels of the river.

The area lying to the north of
this main east-west road through
the fortress, now largely within
the area of the Greek cemetery,

Dwroygadia tng MUALdAG OV

probably contained the major ad-
ministrative buildings of Roman Photogr(;z:\:fi;::t]:r: ?gzzllt:;ilg to the
Babylon and perhaps even an im- quayside ©Tim Loveless
perial residence of the kind

known from other sites. These important buildings were incorporated into
the administrative and elite residential area of the new capital city of Fustat
after the Arab Conquest, and were in turn abandoned and then robbed out
following the destruction caused by the Abbasid conquest of Egypt in AD
750. Sections of surviving Roman buildings can be seen next to the church
of Dormition of Virgin Mary within the cemetery where they were exposed
during work in the 1940s, but despite the great potential significance of this
area the presence of the cemeteries has prevented its being archaeologically
explored or mapped in modern times.

Against the perimeter walls there were barracks for the soldiers, of the
kind preserved north of the round tower in the monastery of St George,
which were built over the earlier Trajanic quays. Visitors to this area can
see how the barracks were arranged in blocks measuring 13.5 x 9 m, prob-
ably vaulted with a first-floor colonnade and a stairway set between each
pair of blocks. This arrangement and the plan of the barracks, with an
outer vestibule for storage of weapons, allowed the troops swift access to
the battlements or through the vaulted passages in the curtain wall onto

the riverfront.

The foundation of Fustat — Old Cairo as the nucleus of the medieval
and modern city of Cairo — Changes to the Monastery of St George from
the medieval period to modern times

Following the Arab Conquest in AD 641 the existing Byzantine admin-
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petémerta eEEALEN ¢ Véag mowtevovoag tov Fustat. Avtol ot maxgayov-
teg ématéav kabooLoTikd QOA0 0NV ETUAOYT) AVTOV TOL XWEOL EVaVTL
e apxalag mewtevovoag TG AAeEAVIQELAGS, TTOV 1)TAV TTIQOCAVATOAL-
opévn mEog ) Meodyelo kat ) AVoT) Kot evAAWTN o€ emBEoels Ko ava-
KTNomn and 1o fulavtivo atoAo.

H yvwon mov amokt|Onke oxetika pe o Héye0og ko ) dlx@ovouiom
TOL PEOVELOV, HETA ATIO TIC TEOTPATEG AQXALOAOYIKEG EQEVVES, £XEL A~
Ad&et oliea TV avTiANYm OXETUA LE TI HEYAAT] ETTLQQOT] IOV ACKOVOE
T0 GQOVOLO 0TIV 0QYAVWOT] KL 0TO OXedAOUO TG Tewipng Fustat. H
oToaTLWTIKN Agttovgyia Tov ppovgiov dalvetat ot Emade ApETWS HETA
TNV KATAKTNOT KAl Tt Tl Tov OELov TUHatos eEapfowOnkay yix
™V TtaQoX1 dOpKOU LALKOU Yia T véa oAT. Etvat miBavov ot ta mo
EVTUTIWOLAKA KTIQLX 08 auTd TO HEQOS TOL (HOLEIOL EVOWHATWONKAV
OTNV €ALT KEVTQLKT] TEQLOXT] TNG TOANG, YVow amd to tlapl tov Amr,
0TOVC TPOTIOOEC TOV PPovpiov, CURPWVA HE TUYYES Tov OYdoov awwva. To
VOTLO TUI A TOL PEOLEIOL KAl T KTIQLX TOL PatveTal va tav €vag amo
TOUG TOLELS TTOL DOON KAV 0TOLG XOLOTLAVOUG TTOL pleTorktvr|Onkay palkd
TQOG TV TLOAT] KL DLXOQAUATIOE €VEQYO QOAO 0TIV EKQTKTLKT] AVATITUEN
¢ Fustat petalv 680 kat 750 p.X. Ot lOTOQIKEG T YES KAl T VEx axQ) ol
oAoyka otorxeia detxvouv ot Komtikr) exkAnoia tov Abu Serga kata-
OKEVAOTNKE KATA TNV TeQiod0 Tov KLPeQVHTNG NG ALyUTTov NTtav o
Abdel Aziz ibn Marwan, to 684-705 pw.X.. H &olotn katdotaor) tov KukAL-
KOV TUEYOL KATw amo To vad tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov deiyvel OtL 1) mowTn
XOMOT KAL 1] EMAVAXQNOLLOTIOMOT TOL WG eKKANOi pmoel emiong va
XQOVOAOYOUVTAL O€ ALTIV TNV TteELOd0 eMEKTAONG TOL Eekivnoe TteQIlTtov
Uuod auwva petd amo v katditnon. H kovémra twv MeAxitov dua-
monoe TV XL ¢ otV Atyvmto kat 1) emioteodn} tov EAAnva Ia-
Towoxn arto tov Kooua I (742-768 p.X.) kL émerta emtétoee TNV avaKTon
ONHOVTIKOV aQLOHOV €KKANOLOV.

Avadogéc o€ YOATTEG TINYES €W KAL TOV EVOEKATO ALWOVA TXETIKA
HE VOt «EVIOXVUEVO aVAXWHa» delXVouV OTL 0 TTETOLVOS TOLXO0G TOv Al-
Haviov mov xtiotnike amo tov Toaiavo kot anokaAvpOnke Katd tig teod-
odparteg eoyaoieg ot Movr 1tav akopa oe xenon kot n 6éon tov
TMoTApoL dev eixe aAAalet. H xorjon twv diadogwv AHeVIKOV eyKata-
otdoewv ™S BapuAwvag, mov elxav kataokevaotel eTl QWHUATKIG KL-
olxQxiag, oLVEXIOTNKE KAL KATA TOLG TOWTOVS ALWVES TNG AQafLkn|g
kvoaxpxlac. Ta vavmnyeia kot ta omAootaoia otn vrjoo Poda xonotuo-
niomOnKav Y 10 E0TALOHO TOv AQABLKOV TTOAEULKOV VAVTIKOU OTIS
EKOTEATELEG TIOV éKkaVE KATA TG PLlaVTLVIS avToKQaToQlag ot Meoo-
vero. H petatémion tov motapov meog duopAS, ot onpeQLvr) tov Oéon,
ntegirtov 500 pétoa dutikA Tov PpovElov, Patvetal va €ywve petald Tov
11ov kat 140v ava kat PToQel var oxeTileTal He TNV KATAoTQOPT| TG
QWHAIKNGS Yéhuoac katd v eloBoAr] and tovg Patipides to 969 u.X.,
KaOwWg KaL TN HETAYEVEDTEQN AVAKTNON VNG &ATIO TO TTOTALLL TTQOG T
vota tov [aAawov Kaipov. To HaAaid Kdigo otkodounOnke mévw otn
Y1 1oL dMuovEynOnKe dtav o Neidog vToxwENOE TEOG Tat dLTLKA, ATTO-
KOTITOVTAG TO PEOVOLO AT TNV TIRONYOUEVH B€0T Tov oTtnv 6XOn tov

O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

Lx£d10 tov MaAatov Kaigov mov deixvet To Gpoovolo ae oxéon pe

aAAa ototxeia tng Fustat
Plan of Old Cairo showing the fortress in relation to other elements of Fustat

istrative functions centered around the fortress and the ancient trade links
with the East provided by the canal proved crucial to the foundation and
later development of the new capital of Fustat. These factors were instru-
mental in the choice of the site over the ancient capital Alexandria, oriented
to the Mediterranean and the West and vulnerable to attack and recapture
by the Byzantine fleet.

Our understanding of the size and layout of the fortress gained from
recent archaeological work has radically altered perceptions of the major
influence it exerted on the organization and planning of early Fustat. The



1+2 texts.gxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 9:59 AM Page 17

motapov. MEQog TV OLVTOVIOHEVWY €QYWV Tov oxetilovtat e tr) on-
poveyta g véag oAng Fustat mepiAdpuBavay tnv mArjowon g mewnv
dtadoounc s Awwouyag tne EouBoac OaAaooag mov diéoxile To pov-
QL0 K&l TNV dNHLovEYIa pag véag eLl00d0v mEog ta Pogetax. To peydAo
TETOLVO TELXOG TAXOUG 3 ETOWV TIOL XTIOTIKE HETAED TWV OTOOYYVAWV
TEYWV ToL povELOL TteRLTIoL To 680 P.X. Yot var ppaetl TNV eloodo 01N
dudguya elvat aKOHA 00T KATw artd To vao tov Ayiov 'ewpylov. AEL-
Cet va onuewwOet 6tL 1 Xerjon tov ovouatog Fustat avtl yix BapuAava
0& TAmVEOLG NG TEQLOdOL epdaviCetal amd TS aQXES Tov Oydoou
awdva. To ovopa mooégyetat mbavotata amd v eAANVIKT AEEN fossa-
ton 1 «Xavtdk kat oxetillotayv eite pe to GpovLo (e TNV évvola Tou
«OXVOWHEVOL OTEATOTIEDOL») ElTE KL OTNV Dl TN dLWQLYA KAL TLG DLk~
booec epyaoieg mov mEaypatoromOnkav yix va aAA&EeL 1) dxdooun)
ko va telel Eava og Aeitoveyla exelvn tnv emoxr). H aAAaryr) tng dwa-
DQOMTG TNG dudoLYAS eméTee TN dNHLOLEYIX EVOS VEOL AOTLKOV KEV-
TQOVL OQELX TOL PEOVRIOV, EVE 1] TTAARLOTEQT DLADQOUT] LETATQATINKE O€
éva LeydAo dQOpo TEOG TO [Boeed oToV TTLENVA TS VEag TTOANG YVowW
amd to tlapi tov Amr, CUHTIANEWVOVTAC KAL AELTOLOYWVTAS TTAQAA-
ANAa pe AAAOLG DEOHOLS TToL 0dTYovoav é£w amtd To GEOVELO.

To INaAad Kaigo ovppeteiye 0tovg KOKAOLS aVATITLENG, TAQAKUNG
KAl avay€vvnong Tov onuatodotolV TV HETETELTA LOTOQIX TNG ava-
MTVOOOHEVNG UNTEOTOANG. H Oeapatik) kataokevaotikt] avamtuln
TIOL ONUADEPE TOV MOWTOV AXLOVAL LLETA TNV AQAPIKY] KATAKTNON dlaKo-
TIKE ATOTOHA ATIO TNV EKTETAUEVT] KATAOTEOPT) TTOL CLUVODEVOE TV KAt~
TAKTNOT TG AryUmToL and ) duvaoteia Twv APPactddv to 750 p.X..
To peyaAvtepo HéQOC TV VOTLWYV KoL AVATOALKWV OUVOLKLWYV TG TTIOANG
Kataotoadnke kat dev EavakatokiOnke, aAAd 0 TLETIVAG KATA UT|KOG
tov Neldov avaflwoe 0T OLVEXELX KoL OTAdIOKA eTteKTAONKE TTQOG TO
ood, KataBox0ilovtag T X IKA OLXKQOLTES DIOIKNTIKEG KAL OTQATIW-
Tikég ovvoukieg al-"Askar kot al-Qata’i tov WEVONKaV amtd Touvg APPact-
dec kattovg ToAovvidec. To Fustat-Misr yvaoioe dAAo éva peyaAo kOpa
OLKODOUNOTG KATA TOV TIRWTO alwva Tov XaALPATOL Twv PATIUDWOV,
Ao TV KATAKTNON TS AryVvTTov 0 969 p.X. kat Tnv dnpoveyia tov
EexwoLoToU «BaotAucov TegBdAov» g al-qahira. Xtn ovvéxewr, o votio
TUN A TNG TIOANG paalwOnice KATA T OLAQKELX TWV OLKOVOULKWV KAl
KOLVWVIKWV AVATAQAXWV VTO TNV VOTEQT TEQLOd0 kv iag Twv Pa-
Tudwv, 1060-90 p.X. kat oe peyaAo Paduo eykatadelidOnke, kabws o
MANOLOUOG KAL TO KEVTEO TNG TTOANG HeTaTomioTnke TEOg TV al-qahira.
To téAog tov Fustat onuadevtnke and to mepipnuo didtarypa tov 1072
w.X. Tov toxveov Pelion Badr al-Gamali, tov emétoemne tn) xoNnom Twv Ot
TLOV TG TIOANG WG «VTAUAQL Yot TA OUKODOLKA LALKA oL Bt XonoLuo-
nioovvtay oto Kaigo. To kévtpo tng Fustat, to ontoio pnuiCovrav yx ta
moAvweoda Ktigla Tov Badpacav oL TeQUYNTEG ToL Meoaiwva, 0mwe
7o al Mugqadassi kot to Nasir Khusraw, petatodnnke otadiakd oe pia te-
QACTIA XWHATEQT] LOVO YLt BLOUNXAVIKESG XONOELS 0T VOTIX TG UETE-
TELTA LETAULWVIKNG TTOATG

Qotdoo, 1 eykatdAenm dev Nrav oAokAnowtikr). H megoxn otnv

military function of the fortress appears to have ceased soon after the con-
quest and the walls of the northern half were dismantled to provide build-
ing material for the new city. The more prestigious buildings in this part
of the fortress were probably incorporated into the elite central district of
the city, laid out around the mosque of ‘Amr at the foot of the fortress ac-
cording to sources from the eighth century. The southern half of the
fortress and its buildings seem to have been one of the areas granted to
the Christians who moved to the city in great numbers and played an ac-
tive part in the explosive growth of Fustat between around AD 680 and
750. Historical sources and new archaeological evidence show that the
Coptic church of Abu Serga was constructed during the period when
Abdel Aziz ibn Marwan, was governor of Egypt from AD 684-705. The
intact state of the round tower beneath the church of St George suggests
that its first occupation and reuse as a church may also date from this pe-
riod of expansion that began around half a century after the conquest.
The Melkite community remained influential in Egypt and the return of
the Greek Patriarch from Cosmas I (AD 742-768) onward allowed the
reclamation of a number of churches.

As late as the eleventh century references in written sources to a ‘stepped
embankment’ suggest that the stone harbour wall built by Trajan and
revealed by recent work at the monastery was still in use and the position
of the river had not changed. The various port installations of Babylon that
had been established under Roman rule continued and during the first
centuries of Arab rule the shipyards and arsenal at Roda were used to equip
Arab navies for campaigns in the Mediterranean against the Byzantine
Empire. The shift of the river westwards to its present position some 500 m.
west of the fortress appears to have taken place between the eleventh and
the fourteenth century, and may have been related to the destruction of the
Roman bridge at the time of the Fatimid invasion in AD 969, as well as the
later reclamation of land from the river to the south of Old Cairo. Old Cairo
expanded on the land created as the Nile receded westwards, leaving the
fortress cut off from its former position on the riverfront. Part of the
coordinated works associated with the creation of the new city of Fustat
included filling in the former line of the Red Sea Canal running through the
fortress and cutting a new entrance further to the north. The massive 3 m.-
wide stone wall built between the round towers of the fortress around AD
680 to block the entrance to the canal can still be seen under the church of St
George. It is interesting to note that the use of the name Fustat rather than
Babylon in contemporary papyri only appears from the early eighth century.
The name probably derived from the Greek fossaton or “ditch” and was
related either to the fortress (in the sense of “fortified camp”) or perhaps to
the canal itself and the various works carried out to change the route and
bring it back into operation at this time. Re-routing the canal allowed the
creation of a new urban center north of the fortress, while the former route
was converted to a major road leading northward to the core of the new city
around the mosque of Amr, supplementing and running parallel to and the
other roads leading out from the fortress.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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001 tov MoTAHOL KAl YUw amd to Pwpaikd poovolo tapépeve katol-
KINUEVT] KALVTTAQXOVV AQXALOAOYKES HAQTLQLES OTL O MANOLOUOG Kot ot
exkAnoteg tov IMaAaov Kaigov ovppetelxav o akoua piot OuKodOULKT)
éxonén katd ) dekaetia Tov 1240 mov oxeTOTAV HE TNV KATAOKEVT
piac véac axkedmoAng amd toug AyovBideg ot vijoo Poda. Avt 1 acgod-
TIOAT OUVEXLOE VX XONOLUOTIOLE(TAL KATA TH) DIXQKELX TG TIQWTNG TTEQLO-
dov twv Mmaxot (Bahri) MapeAovkwv (to 6voud Bahri mpoéoyxetat elte
amo avtr) v 6x 01 Tov TToTA oD eite amtd v TortoBeoia Mmaxot) (1250-
1382 p.X.). Zopudpwva pe v emopevn mepiodo twv Burgi MapeAovkwv
(1382-1517 p.X.) (otnv akedmoAn tov Kaigov 1) aAAwg Burg) n meploxm
vroPaduioTnke KAt 1] 0A0EVA Kol HIKQOTEQT LELOVOTITA TOV XQLOTIAVL-
K0V TANOLOUOV LTTEOTI P LAKQA TTEQLOO0 KATAOTOANC TIOL €V [LEQEL
oxeTlldTav e To eVEUTEQO TAALOLO TV LTaveodoouv. Ao TV &AAN
mAgvEA, peta TV TTor s legovoaAnu to 1241 p.X. ot Evpwnaiot ép-
miogot avalmnoav pa véa Baorn oty AvatoAr oto Kaigo, kat ano
eKkelvn T oTryun oL meQryQad£g Twv UTOQWY Yia Ta Ta&idiax Touvg aQy (-
CouV V& CUUTIANEWVOVTAL PE AVTESG TWV TTROOKLVITWV KAL TWV TAEDLD-
v oo ITaAawd Kduo kat tic apxateg otleg Tov, mov amd TOVARXLOTOV
oV d€KaTo TOITO awva eixe apxioet va oxetiCetat pe ) puyn g Ayiag
Owovyévelag otnv Atyvmro.

T Evownaikég meprypadés tov IaAaiov Kaigov ocvpnAnowvouy ot
TEQLYQAPES TV HEYAAWY AQAPWV YEWYQADWV KAL «TOTOYQADWV-LOTO-
oLkV» tov Meoalwva, kveiwg tov Ibn Dugmaq kat tov al-Magrizi, mov
éyoapav ota péoa tov déKaTov TEUTTOL awva. Ot megrypadEg avtég
oLVOLALOLY AemTOpéQELEG TTOL TRETEL Var TEONADay amd maAadteoeg
YOATTEG T YEG HE TIS DIKEG TOUG TTAQATNQIOELS OXETIKA LLE TNV TTAQOUKHT)
MG TMOANG amo TIc maAadtepes d6&ec. To peyaro OnoavoodpuvAdiio
gpoaikdv peoatwvikwy kelévawv, N FeeviCa tov Kaipov, mov PoéOnke
ot ovvaywyr] Ben Ezra katd tn dldokeLx TNG avakataoKeLng TG 0TO
TEAOC TOL DEKATOV EVATOL aLWVA, PWTICEL TNV KOLVWVIKT] KOL OLKOVOLLLKT
loToQlax NG €PQATKIG KOLVOTNTAG KAl TwV YelTovwy s oto TaAawo
Kéigo amo v mepiodo kvotaoxing tawv Patipdav kot émetta. AvTég ot
TOTIKEG KAL EVEWTIATKEG TN YES, 0 TUVOVAOUO HE T VEX XQXALOAOYIKA
dedopéVa, TAEXOLV Uit TTAOVO L TUN YT TTATIQ0(POQLWV X ETIKA LLE TIG EK-
KANOLeG, TIC oLVAYWYES, TIG TTUAES, TOUG DQOLIOVS, AKOMA Kot Tor TCa i
NG TEQLOXNG HéTA KAl YUEW aTtd TO TIRWNV QWHAiKO GoovELo.

To 1517 1) emoxr) Tov aveEAQTNTOL KQATOUG TwV MapeAovkwy éptaoe
070 TéA0g NG Kot 1 Alyvmtog €yve maAL emapxio pPag pakQLvig avto-
Koartopiag, avtr) ) ¢opd e OBwuavuic. H votepn meptodog tng K-
oapxlag twv MapeAovkwv kat 1 oBwpaviky dwoiknor, vmd Tovg
UTTENDEG KoL TOVE MATADES, Dewpeitatl oLXVA WG Hia TTEQLOdOC OLKOVOLL-
KNG, MOALTIKTG KAl KOWWVIKNG otaotpuotnTac. 2otéco, éva ovotnua
WwTeng xoonyiag kot evoePav kAngodotnuatwy (vakuf) evOagouve
TNV KATAOKELN KAt eTETQEYPE O€ LoXLOA dtopa va avOioovv. To ITaAawd
Kauoo yvawploe pia akdpo onUavTiKT] otkodOUIKT) €KQNEN Kata to dé-
KATO OYD00 aLwva, Tov 0PEAOTAY O& peYAAO PaOUo 0Tov dlxieKQIHEVO
Xototixvo Ibrahim al Gohari, «tov ZovAtavo twv Komttawv», kat teguAd-

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Dwroygadia anod TNV KoEULGT) TOV QWUATKOD TVEYOL HeTA TN GwTIA Tov 1904

Photograph taken on the top of the Roman tower after the fire of 1904

Old Cairo shared in the cycles of growth decline and revival that mark
the subsequent history of the growing metropolis. The spectacular building
boom that marked the first century after the Arab Conquest was brought
to an abrupt halt by the widespread destruction that accompanied the
Abbasid conquest of Egypt in AD 750. Much of the southern and eastern
quarters of the city were destroyed and never reoccupied, but the core along
the Nile revived thereafter and gradually expanded to the north,
swallowing up the initially separate administrative and military quarters
of al-"Askar and al-Qata’i that were founded by the Abbasids and Tulunids.
Fustat-Misr experienced another great wave of building in the first century
of Fatimid rule that followed conquest of Egypt in AD 969 and the
foundation of the separate “royal enclosure” of al-qahira. The southern part
of the city then declined during the economic and social upheavals under
the later Fatimids from 1060-90 and was largely abandoned as the
population and centre of the city shifted to al-qahira. The end of Fustat was
famously marked by the 1072 edict of the powerful vizier Badr al-Gamali,
allowing the houses of the city to be quarried for building material to be
used in Cairo. The centre of Fustat, famed for its multi-storey buildings
which had drawn the admiring descriptions of medieval travellers such as
al-Mugqadassi and Nasir Khusraw was gradually transformed into a vast
dumping ground used only for industrial uses downwind of the later
medieval city.

The abandonment was not, however, complete. The area along the
riverfront and around the Roman fortress remained occupied and there is
archaeological evidence that both the population and the churches of Old
Cairo shared in another building boom in the 1240s associated with the
construction of a new citadel by the Ayyubids on Roda island. This citadel
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Pave v kKataokevn) TN peyaAng Movrig tov Ayiov I'ewgyilov, 1) o Dayr
al-Banaat oto Bdpeto Turpa Tov TEWNV (povolov.

ApxaoAoyka otol el oxeTA e auTh) T Ppaor kat kaOe pio amd
TIC TAAXIOTEQES PeTaIWVIKES Pdoelg owlovTal oe ddpoga onueia Tov
vaoL kat g povrg tov Ayiov 'ewylov, av kat ToAD TeQLooOTEQES Q-
XAOAOYUKEG HAXQTLOLES Yt TNV eEEALEN ALTAV TWV KTIQIWV KATA TN dLdQ-
KelA pag mepuodov tovAdaxiotov 1200 etwv xdOnkav elte katd tnv
KATAOTQOPIKN] TTLEKAYLX ToL 1904 mov KaTéoToee TO HECALWVIKO VOO
Kat T povr] tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov 1) amopakQUuVONKav kKatd TNV avouko-
oounom ov akoAovBnoe. O AyyAog Alfred Butler, to 1884, oe meoryoadr)
TwVv e£gpevvnoewV Tov oTig ekkAnoteg e IaAaidg [ToANG Tov Kaigov
MEOOPEQEL tiax CwVTavT] EKOVA TNG ETIOQAONG AVTWV TWV ALOVWV aA-
ALYV KAL ETUOKEVWV:

H eAAnvikn povn xtiotnke mavw ano tov nadalo topyo. To yeyovog
avto e&nyovoe TNy acvvnOLoTn avOPwon] Tov, Kat E0LVE X PO OTLC aéLd-
OELC TOV Yl peyadeia otny apxaotnta... Av kat vnapyxovv Apapikd Kti-
Pl CUYKEVTPWUEVA YVPW aT0 TN UovY Kat vipavovtal oxedov oe kaOe
niAevpa oe peyddo VPoc, av KaL eEMOKEVEC Katl TTpooOnKec, yvioc Kat
aoBEOTNG, EXPLYPAV TO APXLIKO KTIPLO [LE Eva OXEOOV UAYLKO TPOTIO, OUWE. ..
Oa umopovoe kaveic va evtonioet OAeC TIC AemTopEPELEG TOV OXEDIOV LiE
apketn cadnvela, xat va anodeléel Ty Oapén oxedov oty TANpOTNTA
TOV €VOG VTIEPOXOV PWUAIKOD KTLPLOV, HOVADLKOD 0& KATAOKEVT

Mepkég amtéc amodelels, e XWQEOVES TOL DATNEOVVTAL LLOVO WG OT)-
Hadx Ttov delyvouv T 0€0m TelXwV, LTTAEXOLV YIX TNV ETAVAXQNOLHO-
TONOoT) KAL TNV KATAVOUY] TOV XWEOL OTO €0WTEQLKO TOL THEYoL. Ot
aAAayég avtég datnoovvtat o€ peyaAvtepo Pabpd oto emimedo tov
woyeiov mov eixe eykatadeidpOel vwoltega KoL 0T CLVEXELX OLYA-OLY&
Oadptnice kat Eexdotnre kaBwWg To eTimedo Tov edAPOLS ALEAVOTAV [UE
TNV QOO0 TOL XQOVOU, 0Tt onuelwoe o Butler:

Avtd ta oxadonatia Tov 06Ny oV PO Ta TAVW amoTEAOVY [1€pPOoC TNG
ARG POUAIKNG OKAAXG KAL AvOLyOVTAG TIC TITUOOOUEVES TIOPTEG PPLOKEL
Kavelc Ty bl oxdAa va 0dnyel mpoc ta kATw yia OV 0podove, pe 1 dia-
Popa 0TL kKATw anod OAa vridpyel antoAvto oxotddt. Eivar éva pépog pv-
oTnpiov xat TPOWOV, OV eimwOnke 0TL katolkeital amo diafolove, eival
AYvwoTo KaL Oev TO €XEL EMIOKEPTEL KAVELC.

Madli pe DL poQeg AMEKOVIOELS TOV DEKATOV EVATOV AULWVA KoL PLEQL-
KéG pwrtoyoadiec oL TOAPYXTNKAV ALYO TTIOLV KOl HETA TNV TTLOKAYLA
Tov 1904, n meorypadr| Tov Butler magéyet emiong pegka and ta Atya
YVWOTd otolXela yix v D v pHeoatwvikn ekkAnola:

0 EAANVIKOC vaog Tov Ayiov Tewpyiov, okapdpatwpévos oav agtopwAid
OTNV KOPVUP1) TOV TTVPY OV, OXL OVO Ttpoopépet pia veeépoxn Oéa ano YnAa
tov tadatov Kaipov, aAAd eivar amo povoc tov pia moAd apyaia kat me-
piepyn xataokevt]. O TTVOOOUEVES TIOPTEC TOV VAOD TIEPLEXOVY OKTW
ouoppa oxaAtopéva pikpa naved pe Oeuatoloyia... Xto vao vinapyovv
Kpepaopéva avyd otpovboxaunlov kat kavinAia and acnuL, evo oTovg
Tolyovg eivar pepikd Oavudota deiyuata Kepapkwy TAakidiwy 1000 TN
Aapaoxov 0co kat tne Podov...

continued to be used during the first period of Bahri (named after this
riverside or bahri location) Mamluk rule from 1250-1382. Under the later
Burgi Mamluks 1382-1517 (located in the Cairo citadel or burg) the area
declined and the increasingly minority Christian population suffered a long
period of repression that was in part related to the wider context of the
Crusader wars. On the other hand the fall of Jerusalem in 1241 brought
European merchants searching for a new base in the East to Cairo, and
henceforth these merchants’ accounts of their travels begin to be
supplemented by those of pilgrims and travellers drawn to Old Cairo and
its ancient roots, which had from the thirteenth century at least begun to
be associated with the Flight of the Holy Family into Egypt.

These European descriptions of Old Cairo are supplemented by those
of the great medieval Arab geographers and ‘topographical historians’,
principally Ibn Dugmaq and al-Magqrizi, both writing in the mid-fifteenth
century. These accounts conflate some details that must have derived from
earlier written sources along with their own observations on the decline of
the city from its former glories. The great repository of Jewish medieval
documents, the Cairo Geniza, found in the Ben Ezra synagogue during its
rebuilding at the end of the nineteenth century, illuminates the social and
economic history of the Jewish community and its neighbours in Old Cairo
from the Fatimid period onwards. These local and European sources, now
supplemented by archaeological evidence, provide a rich vein of
information on the churches, the synagogues, the gates, the streets and even
the mosques of the quarter in and around the former Roman fortress.

In 1517 the era of independent Mamluk rule came to an end and Egypt
once again became a province of a distant empire, this time that of the
Ottomans. The latter period of Mamluk rule and the Ottoman administration
under its beys and pashas is often seen as one of economic, political and social
stagnation. However, a system characterized by patronage and pious
endowments encouraged construction and allowed powerful individuals to
flourish. Old Cairo experienced a further major building boom in the
eighteenth century that was largely driven by the influential Christian
notable Ibrahim al Gohari, ‘the Sultan of the Copts- and included the creation
of the large Convent of St George, or Dayr al-Banaat within the northern part
of the former fortress.

Archaeological evidence for this and for each of the earlier medieval
phases is preserved in different areas of the Church and Monastery of St
George, although much more archaeological evidence for the development
of these buildings over a period of more than 1200 years was lost either
during the disastrous fire of 1904 that destroyed the medieval church and
monastery of St George or was cleared away in the rebuilding that followed
it. The Englishman Alfred Butler’s 1884 description of his explorations in
the churches of Old Cairo provides a vivid picture of the effect of these
centuries of change and repair:

the Greek convent was built on the top of the old tower. This at once accounted
for its unusual elevation, and lent colour to its claims to very great antiquity...
Though Arab buildings are clustered thickly around and rise on nearly every side

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO

45
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Q01000 €vag aplOOG AQXLTEKTOVIKWY OTOLXElWV in Situ, dTNQOUV-
tat péoa ot povr) tov Ayiov I'ewgytov, vtevOuuiCovtag tic OepeAww-
detg aAAayég mov éywvav oto IaAaid Koo katd ) pecaiwvikn emoxm.
Avtd meQUAaBAVOLY Ta eQelTior EVOS OLVTOLRAVIOV pléoa o€ €voat oTtiTL
¢ TEQLOdOL TwV Patipidwv kat i TéAeta dtnonuévn BoAwtn ku-
KALKY) defapev] He pa KEVTOLKY OTIAN Kal TETTEQLS NLTEOVAOUS IOV
mbavotata xoovoAoyovviat otV 1eQlodo Twv MapeAovkwy katd To
dékato toito 1 dékarto tétapto awova. H Oéon e defapevng, mov ep-
TOOLLE TNV QX KN €l0000 OTOV KUKALKO TVQY0 delxvel 0Tt elxe Komel amd
éva oAV LPMAGTEQO eTtimedo ToL edddPoug, OTarv 1 O€on Tov TeAevtaiov,
elxe o mMOAAOV EexaoTel.

O megiBa&AAov xweog g Movr|g éAafe emiong Héog oToug evpUTe-
Q0UG KUKAOLG avary€vvnong kot magak g mov Plwoe to IaAawd Kaipo
KATA TNV peoatwVvikt) teplodo. H avamtuén twv Blopnxavikwy eykata-
OTAOEWV YOO amd TNV e£wTeQLKT] TTEQILLETEO TOV (povEIloL amekovile-
AL He Evav KEQOUKO KAIBorvo Tov XTIoTNKE TAVW OTO LEYAAO TTETQLVO
TelX0C, Y va epumtodioeL TV eiocodo ot dwguya Kata v mewun lo-
Aapn) egiodo. ‘Evag magdpolog kAPavog, ov xpovoAoyeltal petd tov
90 1) 100 atchvar Bo€OnKe KaTd T DIAQKELX AQXALOAOY KWV EQYATLOV OTO
VOTLO TVEYO, LTTOOTNEILOVTAC TNV EKTIUNOT OTL Kot 0L dVO ATTOTEAOVTAV
LLEQOC LG BLOUNXAVIKTG TIEQLOXT]G KATA UNKOG TG MAAXIOTEQNG TIQO-
Kopalog.

Ornwe deixvouv oL megryoadég tov Butler yix to IaAaid Kawgo, 1) ma-
QOKUN TWV EKKANOLOV KAL TWV KOLVOTHTWY TOUS, KATA TNV TeQlod0 Ku-
oapxlag Twv MapedoVkwv kat ot ovvéxewx twv OBwuavav,
001 YNOAV OTADAKA O€ HLX KATAOTAOT] OTIOL T YUQW KTiota «€kQuav
avtiva otoAiCovv v e€wtepukr) TAevEdr. To dékato évato adva ot
1N ovyk&AvPn Nrav TARENG, aPov AKOLT KAl OL TEQAOTLOL OTQOYYVAOL
MUQYOL MAQEELVAV KQUHUEVOL ATIO TNV KOwvT) Oéa kat o€ peyaAo Pabuo
ATIAQATHENTOL ATt TOVG ETIOEWENTEG TG exoTEaTelng ToL NamoAéovta
otV Atyvrto 1o 1798. Ot emiBewontés ovvéAeyav mANQodooles oxeTikd
HE TIG aQXaOTTEG KoL TNV «état Moderne» tng xwoag mov Oa dnuoot-
evovtav teAka oty Teplpnun Heprypadn tne Aryvntov [Déscription de
I'Egypte]. H amopdvwon and tov oUyxQovo K6opo dev Oa diagrovoe
moAV. To avéavopevo evdxdégov yia Tnv Alyvmto kot to pagawviko
naeAOOV TG oLV TTLEOdOTNTE 1) dnuocievon tng [eprypadrnc to 1821
001 YNOE O€ ULt AVEAVOILEVT] EKTIUNOT) TOL TTAOVTOL TNG LOARUIKIS Q-
XLTEKTOVIKNG KL TWV XQLOTIAVIKWY apxatothtwv. H ek véouv avakaAuvyn
Twv agxalwv ktplwv ¢ IaAawds IToAng tov Kaigov ovvéneoe pe v
aPLEN tov oNEodedpoL To 1897, kKaBwg 1 oUyxEoVN TMOAN emAvVATLV-
0€0nke pe Tov apxalo muonva tne. H emudavetaxr) égevva kat 1) amoka-
TAOTAOT TWV KOTTIKWV e€kkANowwv oto IlaAaid Kawo odryynoe oe
avalwmoowot tov evddépovtog mov Oa odyovoe otnv dQLOT TOoL
Komtikov Movoeiov to 1931.

I'ax to Na6 ka1 Movr] tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov to ta&idL oto mapeAOov
mov Eekivnoe pe TNV mugkayk Tov 1904 akoAovOnOnie and alobav-
HaoTeg MQOoTAOeLeg ek HEQOVGS TG EAANVIKTS kowvotnTag Tov Kaipov

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

to a great height; and though repairs and additions, plaster and whitewash, have
disguised the original building in almost a magical manner; yet... one could trace
all the details of the plan clearly enough, and prove the existence almost in its
completeness of a splendid Roman building, unique in construction

Some physical evidence, in places preserved only as scars showing the
position of former walls, survives for the reuse and division of space within
the tower. These changes are preserved to a greater extent within the
ground- floor levels which had been abandoned earlier and then slowly
buried and forgotten as the ground level rose over time, as Butler noted:

These steps leading upwards are part of the old Roman staircase; and by opening
the folding-doors one finds the same staircase descending downwards for two
stories, with this difference, that below all is in pitch darkness; it is a place of
mystery and horror, said to be peopled by devils, and is unknown and unvisited.

Along with various nineteenth-century illustrations and some photo-
graphs taken shortly before and after the 1904 fire, Butler’s account also
provides some of the few known details of the medieval church itself:

the Greek church of St George, now perched like an eagle’s nest on the very top
of the tower, not only offers a splendid bird’s-eye view of old Cairo, but is in itself
a most ancient and curious structure. The folding doors of the church contain eight
small panels beautifully carved in subjects... The church is hung with ostrich eggs
and lamps of silver, and on the walls are some magnificent examples of both
Damascus and Rhodian tilework...

A number of surviving in-situ architectural elements are nevertheless
preserved within the monastery of St George as physical reminders of the
fundamental changes that Old Cairo went through in the medieval period.
These include the remains of a fountain within a Fatimid-era house and a
perfectly preserved vaulted circular cistern with a central column and four
semi-domes, probably dating from the Mamluk period in the thirteenth or
fourteenth century. The position of this cistern, blocking the original
entrance to the round tower, shows that it was cut down from a much
higher ground level when the position of the latter had been long forgotten.

The surroundings of the monastery also shared in the wider cycles of
revival and decline that were experienced by Old Cairo in the medieval
period. The growth of industrial installations around the external perimeter
of the fortress is illustrated by a pottery kiln built against the massive stone
wall constructed to block the entrance to the canal in the Early Islamic
period. A similar kiln, dating from some time after the ninth or tenth
centuries was found during archaeological work in the southern round
tower, supporting the impression that both formed part of an industrial
area along the former waterfront.

As Butler’s descriptions of Old Cairo show, the decline of the churches
and their communities under first Mamluk and then Ottoman rule
gradually led to a situation where the buildings around them provided
“concealment of the exterior rather than adornment”. By the nineteenth
century this concealment was at its most complete, with even the huge
round towers remaining hidden from view and largely unremarked by the
1798 surveyors of Napoleon’s expedition to Egypt, who were compiling
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KATA TOV EMOUEVO HLOO ALV YIX TNV ATIOKATAOTACT) TOL UVIUELOL KAt
TN oLVTNENON Kat avAadel&n e otoEtkng e£EALENS Tov. OLotoxoL avtotl
dev vAomomOnkay TOTé MANEWGS, MEWTOV AOYW® TWV TOALTIKWY YEYOVO-
TWV TIOL OO YNOAV 0TV ATOXWET 0T HEYAAOL HEQOUG TNG EAANVIKIC
TIAXQOLKIAGC TG AryUTTOU HETA TV EMAVAOTAOT) TG dekaetiag tov 1950,
Kat ot ovvéxelr, Adyw Twv avEavopevwy LTIOYELWV LOATWY TTIOVL ETH)-
poéaoav TNV meQLoxr amo to 1970 kat petd.

Ot emtvxnpéveg egyaoies kata tnv mepiodo 2001-2006 yix tnv pei-
WON NG OTAOUNG TWV LTIOYELWV VOATWY HETA KAL YUQW aTtd TOV TTOEYO
ATIOTEAEOQV TO EVAVOUA Y TO TOEXOV TIQOYQOUHA CLVTHONOTS TOL Q-
HaiicoL vdeaywYyelov Kal amokataotaons tov legot OpBddofov Naov
tov Aylov I'ewpyiov. H exorkadr] v éva moAvTAoko cvotnua amoyé-
TELONG YVEW ATIO TO pvnpelo kat Pabv Ppoeaticwv yio T oLAAOYT Kat
T HETAPOQA VEQOV HAKQOLA AXTIO AVTO, TTAQELXE ETOTG OTNUAVTIKEG VEEC
apxaloAoykéc mANoodooie Yo magovoilaon oe éva eAANVIKO, ayv-
TTIAKO Kot dteOvég Kowo.

I'a Tov a@XaloAGYo Kot TOV LOTOQIKO VTTAQXOVV AKOMA TTOAAG TQOG
avardAvn péoa, YOow Kal KATw amo To vao Kol T Hovi) tov Ayiov I'e-
wEYlov. MeAAOVTIKEG eQYOleg KATW ATIO TO €dAPOC UTTOQEL VA ETTLKEV-
towBovV otV TMeQLOXN) Tov vekgotadeiov, mov €xel emektabel ota
Booex TG povic katk ta teAevtaia exatod xeodvio. H xorjon oavtdo mov
dlxTteQva To £dadog Kot AAAEG ) eTtepPatuces HéBodot TBavws va Ta-
QEXOLV X OERA ATIO VEES TIANROdORLEG oxetuea He T Avtikt) ITVAN tov
Powpaiicov poovelov, ) Pwpaikr) moorkvuaia kat tn yépuoa tov Neidov,
KOs KAl ToV TUEIVA TOL TEWLOL OLKIoLoU tov Fustat kot ta kTigx
TOV QWHATKOV PEOVIOVL TTOL AQYOTEQA HETATQATINKAV OTNV EALT OLVOL-
ki tng OANG. O 1oToEucol oL peAeTdve T aQ) el TOL VAOU KAl TV
YELTOVIKWV UVNUEIWV PUTIOQEL VA ATIOKAAVPOULV TEQLOTOTEQES TIAT)QO(O-
oleg oxeTka pe Ta ovvOeTa CNTNHATA TG WOKTNOLAG KAL TNG KOWVWVL-
KNG AAAXYNG OV HETAUOQPWOE TO XWEO HETA OTO PQOVQLO KATA TN
dLdoKELX TNG HECALWVIKIG TTEQLODOV.

ITpog to MoV TAVTWS, 1) OAOKATIQWOT) TOL TEEXOVTOG €QYOU YIX TNV
QATOKATAOTACT] TOL VAOU KAL TNG HOVIG UTOQEL va €0QTAleTAl WG TO
aToOKOQUOWHA VOGS a0V avakaAvymg ov Eekivnoe moLv and Tov-
AdXLoTOoV évav atwva kat tov Oa pag emuteéet emitéAovg va doUVE, va
TIAQOVOTLACOVHLE KO VO ATIOAQVOOVUE TNV TEQITTAOKT) LOTOQIX KL TN Le-
YAAN onuacia avTod Tov HOVAdLKOV HVNHElOL kat TG WiaiteQng oxéomng
TOU HE TN HAKQA kat ouveXT) totogia twv EAAvwv otnv Atyvmto.

information on both the antiquities and the état moderne of the country that
would eventually be published as the famous Déscription de I’Egypte. The
isolation from the modern world was not to last. Increasing interest in
Egypt and its Pharaonic past, sparked by the publication in 1821 of the
Déscription, also led to a growing appreciation of the wealth of Islamic
architecture and Christian antiquities. Rediscovery of the ancient buildings
of Old Cairo coincided with the arrival of the railway in 1897, as the modern
city became reconnected to its ancient core. Survey and restoration of the
Coptic churches in Old Cairo led to a resurgence of interest that would lead
to the foundation of the Coptic Museum in 1931.

For the church and monastery of St George the journey into its past that
began with the fire of 1904 was followed by admirable efforts by the Greek
community of Cairo over the succeeding half century to restore the
monument and to preserve and display its historic development. These
aims were never fully realized, firstly in consequence of the political events
that led to the departure of much of the Greek community of Egypt
following the revolution of the 1950s, and subsequently owing to the rising
groundwater affecting the area from the 1970s onwards.

The successful project carried out between 2001-2006 to lower the
groundwater in and around the tower was the direct prelude to the current
project to conserve the Roman tower and restore the Holy Orthodox church
of St George. The excavation for a complex system of drains around the
monument and deep shafts to collect and channel groundwater away from
it also provided a great deal of significant new archaeological information
to present to a Greek, Egyptian and international audience.

For the archaeologist and historian there is much still to discover in,
around and under the Church and Monastery of St George. Future works
below the ground may focus in the area of the cemetery which has grown
up to the north of the monastery over the last hundred years. The use of
ground-penetrating radar and other non-invasive methods may provide a
host of new information on the West Gate of the Roman fortress, the Roman
waterfront and the bridge across the Nile, as well as the core of the early
settlement of Fustat and the buildings of the Roman fortress that were later
converted to the elite quarter of the city. Historians working on the archives
of the church and its neighbours may reveal further information on the
complex issues of ownership and social change that transformed the space
within the fortress during the medieval period.

For now however, the completion of the current project to restore the
church and monastery can be celebrated as the culmination of a voyage of
discovery that began more than a century ago and will finally allow the
complex history and great significance of this unique monument and its
particular relationship to the long and continuing history of the Greeks in
Egypt to be seen, presented and enjoyed.
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O Iotopouog Naog tov Aytov IN'ewpytov oto IaAaio Kawo
The Historic Church of Saint George in Old Cairo

Mohamed Fouad Awad

Aéxtogac Agxttektovikng oto Iavemiotruio AdeEavdeiac.
Boapevtnie anod tnv Axadnuia ABnvawv
Kot T BipAoOnkn AdeEavdgeiag

I. O XQPOZX KAI H IETOPIA TOY

H Xowotiavikny Ognokeia éptace otnv AAeEavdgela TOV TOWTO
awva pLX., 0tav o €tog 43 . X. o wovtg tng ExkAnolag EvaryyeAlotrc
Maoxoc épBaoe otnv Alyvmto, OTTOL AQYOTEQR BONKE HAQTLOLKO Od-
vato. O dwypog Twv XooTiavwy oty 1oAn ftav witega €vTovog
KAta Vv Pacideia twv avtokpatoowyv Aekiov (250 p.X.) kat AlokAnTia-
vov (305 p.X.). H Xpotiavikr) ExkAnoia avayvwelotnke emionpws HOALS
70 326 p.X. anod tov avtokpatoga Méya Kwvortavtivo (306-337 p.X.) kat
akoAovOnoe 1 dovomn tov ITatguxgyelov AdeEavdoeing, To omoio Oew-
oelta devtego oty Tdén petd to Owovpevikd Iatoxgyeto g Kwv-
OTAVTLVOUTIOATNG, KAl 0T dkatodooia Tov omolov vayovtat OAeg ot
Xwoeg e Adownc. H oUyxoovn emoxn), petd v kataAnyn g e£ov-
oiag and tov Mexuét AAT) to 1805, onuatodoteital amd v avaTTuén
KA EKTETAHUEVT] EVHAQELX TWV EAANVIKWV TTAQOLKIWV 0T XWX ToL Nei-
Aov. TToAAég exkAnotieg ktlotnrav oto Kawo, otnv AAeEavdoeia kat
otnv Aowrt} Atyvrtro. H povr) kat o vadg tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov pmogel va
BewopnBovv we éva amod ta orovdadTEQR pvnpeia TS XOLoTIavoo VG
oo ITaAawo Kaugo.

To pvnueio ktiotnke emdvw ota BepéAx Tov IaAatov OxvEov g
BapuAwvag, otnv evpvtepn megloxn tne MEépddac, apxalog mowtevov-
oag ¢ Katw Avyvmtov. To oxvod motevetatl 0Tt ktiotnke and Bapv-
Adviovg axpaAdtoug mov épege 0 Pagaw Papor|c I and tic exotoateieg
Tov otV Aola, eV, OVPPWVA pe RAAEC TINYEG, KTIOTNKE ATIO TOVG ALy-
pHaAwToug tov [Tégom Baoida Kapfoon, tov méunto awwva 1t.X. Iavtwg

Mohamed Fouad Awad

Lecturer of the Department of Architecture, Alexandria University.
Awarded by the Academy of Athens
and Bibliotheca Alexandrina

I. THE SITE AND ITS HISTORY

Christianity reached Alexandria in the first century AD, when in AD
43 Mark the Evangelist, founder of the Church, arrived in Egypt, where he
later met a martyr’s death. There were persecutions of Christians in the city,
especially during the reigns of the Roman emperors Decius (AD 250) and
Diocletian (AD 305). It was not until AD 325 that the Christian Church was
officially recognized by Emperor Constantine the Great (AD 306-337) and
this was followed by the establishment of the Patriarchate of Alexandria,
which is considered the second in ranking after the Ecumenical Patriarchate
of Constantinople and whose jurisdiction extends to all the countries of
Africa. The modern era, following Mohamed Ali’s rise to power in 1805, is
marked by the growth and wealth of the Greek communities resident in
the land of the Nile. Many churches were built in Cairo, Alexandria and
the rest of Egypt. The monastery and church of St George may be consid-
ered one of the most important sites of Christianity in Old Cairo.

The monument is built upon the foundations of the Old Fortress of Baby-
lon, in the wider area of Memphis, the ancient capital of Lower Egypt. The
fortress is believed to have been built by Babylonian prisoners brought by the
Pharaoh Ramses I from his Asian campaigns, while according to other sources
it was built by captives of the Persian king Cambyses in the fifth century BC.
Nevertheless, most historians agree that Babylon was a Roman fortress built
by Trajan (AD 98-117) and later enlarged by Arcadius (AD 395-408). Follow-
ing the Arab Conquest of Egypt in 640, the area was renamed Fustat and after
the founding of Cairo in 970 was known as Misr el Atika or Old Cairo.
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N MAELOVOTNTA TWV LOTOQIKWYV déxovTal otL 1 BapvAwva Ntav éva Pw-
Haiko oxLEO, To omolo kataokevaotnke entl Toaiavov (98-117 p.X.) kat
emektaOnke agyotepa emi Agkadiov (395-408 w.X.). Meta tnv kata-
Kt o” S ArtyvmTov ano toug Agafec to 640 w.X., 1) teQLoX1] LETOVOUA-
otnke Fustat, kat peta v idovon touv Kaigov to 970 p.X. ntav yvwotn
w¢ Misr el Atika 1} [TaAad Kaugo.

Opata orjueoa eivat kat ta HaAawk Popaka Tetxn, ov eivoat pégog
Tov OxvEoVL ¢ BapuvAwvag. Avta éxouvv Tn xapaktnoLoTikyy ovvOeon
™¢ Pwpaixng tetyodopiag.

H deEapevr) vepou mov avakaAvdpOnke katd TNV TOTOYQAPLKY| LLe-
Aétn tov pvnueiov to Aeképfoto Tov 2007 etvat KLALVOQLKNG HOQPNGS, Kat
éxet vpog meplmov 8 . Kot didpeto 6,5 w. H pépovoa toryomotia eme-
otépetal anod TéooeQeg TQOVAOLG TTOL LTTOOTNEILOVTAL ATIO DLACTAVQEOV-
Heva TOEa Kol €va KEVTQKO Yoavitévio apxaio klova. Ta ovotrjuata
£L0QOT|G-€KQOT]G VEQOD DLAKQIVOVTAL AKOUN), OTIWS KAL ONUAdIAX TG OTAO-
LING TOL VeQOL oTa TotywHata ano kKoviapa tomov “Khafgi”. Avto to ko-
viapa etvat éva petypa tovBAGoKOVNG kat aoPéotn, 1 eTuPAaveLx TOv
0TIOLOV KATA TAKTA XQOVIK& daotuata emaAeidetat pe AtvéAato mov
™V kaOotd vdoatooteyr). Otav o xweog énape va Aettovgyel wg dela-
HLEVT), HETATOATINKE KAL TOAVWS AELTOVQYNOE WS MAQEKKATOL, LE TNV
mEoo Ok maedBuov, OVEAC KAt KALUAKOOTACLOV.

To Netddpetpo, pio Kataokev] OV VTINEXE ATO TNV ETOXN TWV
DPapaw, xonopomomOnke yor vor LETQAEL TO eTimedo TG OTAOUNG TOL
Neidov. Inuadia otig Padpideg mov 0dryovv 0to vepo dAwvav Tig aA-
Aaryég ot otdOun Tov moTapLLov.

To Movaotrot etvat éva peydAo oucodopn L, oto omtolo oteyalovat
Ta yoadelo kat oL AELTOVQYLEG TOL TATOLAQX ELOV, AAAG KL Tat evOLALTI)-
AT TV LEQEWV.

Ta EAAnvopB6do&a Kountriowx tov IaAawov Kaigov kataAaupa-
VOUV UL HEYAAT €KTAOT] TOU XWQEOL KAl AVTLITTQOTWTEVOLV TNV TOLKL-
Aopopdia g EAANV0p006d0ENG KowotnTag g moAng. EOvikég
TAVTOTNTES TAvTILOVTAL ATtd TOLG QUOUOVS TV UVIUATWV: TwV EAAT)-
vwv etvat NeokAaouot guiuov, twv Zvowv etvat Agafucwv 1) Tovokt-
KwV ouOHV, annxnoelc NeopagawvikwV 1] KOTUIKOV eMOQA0TEWY KAL
alodoya magadetypata Art Deco 1) Movtepviopov. EEéxovoa Béom ka-
téxet to Mvnpueio twv EAANvov eBeAovtwv mov émeocav paxOpevoL atov
Aevtepo Iayroouo IToAepo.

H exxAnota g Kotpnong e Oeotdkov, oe mapddoon guOpov [a-
OAKNG, elxe otkodopel eV ot OepléA L aQXaiag KATAoKeLNC KAt
avaxoawviotnke agketéc pooéc. Edw teAeitat n e£6dix akoAovdia mowv
™mv tadn.

H KovVmtn g Iavaylag etvat HAAAOV TO TO XAQAKTNELOTIKO OTOL-
Xelo Tov xwoov. ITiotevetat dtt ed kataduye n Ayia Oucoyévela peta
™ ®uyn ano v [aAawotivy, 0tav égaoe amnd v HAovToAn kat a-
YoTepa eykataotaOnke oto Oxveo s BafuAwvag, mow va emiotoéet
oV [aAaiotivn. H kodmtn avt) kot to magekkAnolo Oewgovvtat and
TIC O LeQég B€oelg g Xolotiavoovvng oty Atyvmnto.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Zx€0wo tov Iladarov Katgov mov deixvetl To poovgLo

oe oxéon pe dAAa otoixeia g Fustat
Plan of Old Cairo showing the fortress in relation to other features of Fustat

Visible today are the Old Roman Walls, which are part of the Fortress
of Babylon and have the characteristic masonry of Roman fortifications.

The cistern, discovered while surveying the building in December 2007,
is cylindrical in shape and is approximately 8 m. high and 6.5 m. in diam-
eter. The bearing wall structure is topped by four domes carried by inter-
secting arches and supported by a central granite antique column. The
intake and outtake water systems are still identifiable, and so are water
marks on the “Khafgi” plaster walls. Such plaster consisted of brick-dust
and lime, and was polished periodically with linseed oil to make it imper-
meable. The function of the cistern changed when it became defunct, and
it was probably reused as a chapel, with additions such as a window, door-
way and stairs.

The Nilometer, a construction existing since Pharaonic times, was used
to measure the level of the Nile flood. Marks on the stairs leading down to
the water indicated the changes in the level of the Nile.

The Monastery is a large block facility which hosts the offices and func-
tions of the Patriarchate, as well as the living quarters of priests.

The Greek Orthodox cemeteries of Old Cairo cover a wide area of the site
and represent the diversity of the city’s Greek Orthodox community.
National identities are identifiable from tomb styles: of Greeks in Neoclassical
style, of Syrians with Arab or Turkish styles. There are also echoes of
Neopharaonic or secular influences and eminent examples of Art Deco or
modern styles. Accorded a prominent position is the Memorial for the Greek
volunteers who fought for Greece in the Second World War.

The church of Dormition of Virgin Mary, in the tradition of the basilica,
was built on the foundations of an ancient structure and has undergone
successive renovations. It hosts the cemetery funerary services.

The crypt of the Virgin Mary is probably the most significant feature of
the site. It is believed to have been the place where the Holy Family took
refuge after their flight from Palestine, when they passed by Heliopolis and
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H de&apevr) vegov mov avakalvdpOnke kata tnv tonoyoadtir) peAétn Tov pvnueiov to Aekéupoto tov 2007.

The cistern, discovered while surveying the building in December 2007.
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O Naog tov Ayiov I'ewpytov etvar to pellov kat to Aéov evtuTiw-
oo pvnueio oto xweo. To tegd tav adlegwpévo otov Mdaotuoa Ayio
I'ecboyto, o omolog pvAaxiotnie kat Pacaviotnke oto OxvEo e Bapu-
Awvag, émov teAkd amokepadiotnie. Ta Aetpavd Tov datnErOnrav
WG €K B UATOG, TTAQA TV KATAOTEOPLKT] TUOKaYLk tov 1904.

YTAQXOUV AQKETA MAQEKKATOLX OTO KUQLO OWHA TOL VA0V, TO OTIOL0
negAauBavel v ekkAnoia twv Aylov Zagavta, o TaQeKKAT oL g
Avtokoatepac AAeEaVdQAC, TO TaQeKKANOL TwV Ayilwv AvatoAiov kat
IMowtoAéovtog, to magekkAn ot tov Ayiov ABavaoiov, kol T0 TAQEK-
kAot tov Ayilov I'Avkeplov.

Zrtov vad PprAofevovvral emiong ta Aelpava kot to 00Te0PLARKLO
TWV TATELAQXWV TwV 190V kat 200v awdvwv. To Aetpavo tov Iatooxn
lowaxeip [Tavv (1486-1567) elvar 1) povn eEatgeomn kat eival oe meplomn
0¢om oto ooteoPpuAdkio.

To mapekkANOL TOL TADOL TWV TATELAQXWV WELONKE 0T dekaeTia
tov 1950. Ot amoOvijoKkovTeg TTATOLAQX ES EVTAPLALOVTAV TIQOTWELVA OTO
KOLUNTNQLO Kol aQyotega petadépoviav oto OoteopuvAakio twv Ia-
TOLAQXWV.

XT0 XWQEO TOL VoL OTEKETAL O AdQLAG TOL dékaToL TElToL Pwuaiov
avtokpatooa Toatavov, o omolog jtav ot v e€ovoia amnd to 98 pnéxot to
117 p.X. kat 0 onotog emoképOnke v Ade&avdoex kat 1 MEpPO,
KaLvmrEEe 0 kataokevaotg Tov OxvEOYL e BapuAwvac.

Mia povadikr) ovAAoynr E0AVWV BLEdPLAAWY armd To OxvEo T Ba-
PuAwvac mov xeovoAoyovvtat otov 6ydoo awwva .X., etvatl HéQog g
OLAAOYNC apxatoTTwWYV 1oL ekTiBetar oty AlBovoa Twv Ouowv. AAAx
AQXALOAOYIKA EVOTHATA KoL EKKANTLAOTIKA AVTIKEEVA KaBLoTOVV TO
Movoeiov tov IMatouapxeiov oto Kawgo éva amd ta mo cuvaQmaoTika
a&lo0éata ToL LOTOPLKOV XWEOV.

Efloov onuavtwkn etvat 1 OonokevTikn onuacia kot leEdTNTA TOL
vaov tov Aylov T'ewgytov. To ovykeoTNUa elvat PMULOUEVO TTEOOKD-
vhua Yo toug XQLoTiavong, oL oTolot avalntovv v evxr] Tov ayiov,
HLoTucés OLVALELS (oo Kat T Badpata ¢ eKKANOIaG Tov, Ta omola
AatevovTal Kat ATO TOTOVE AAAWV THOTEWV.

II. XYNTHPHYXH TOY XQPOY KAITOY NAOY
TOY AT'IOY I'EQPTIOY: TTPOBAHMATA KAI AYXEIZ

AOYw TG OTIOLIALOTNTAS TOL LOTOQLKOV XwWQEOL, O1tov prAofevovvatl
ot o e&éxovoes ovvaywyéc, exkAnoles kat tlapd tov HaAawov Kai-
00V, 1 AtyuTtTIakt) KUBEQVNOT) amtd VwoIlg PoovTioe var Adfet pHétoa yux
TNV AVTLUETWOTIOT] TWV TEOBANUATWV TTOU AVAKVTITOUV ATIO TV avU-
Pwaot) Tov LOEOPHEOVL oilovta otV megloxt. O Pacikdc 0TOXOG TG dlat-
TIIONONG TOL LOTOELKOV XWQEOL KAl TWV HVNHEIWV TOv, emtexOnKke ne
NV TAmeVWoT) ToL VLOROPOEOL 0QILOVTA HECW EVOS ATIOOTOAYYLOTIKOV
OLOTHLLAXTOS OUVOEOLEVOU LLE TOUG VTTOVOLLOVE, TO OTIOL0 Yot TTOAAA X00-
Vi AELTOVQYEL ATTIOTEAETHATIKA.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

later settled in the Fortress of Babylon, before returning to Palestine. This
crypt and chapel are considered one of the most sacred sites of Christianity
in Egypt.

The church of St George is the major and most impressive architectural
monument on the site. The shrine was dedicated to the martyr St George,
who was imprisoned and tortured in the Fortress of Babylon, where he was
finally beheaded. His relics remained miraculously preserved, despite the
disastrous fire of 1904.

Several chapels exist in the main structure of the church, which includes
the chapel of the Forty Saints, the chapel of Empress St Alexandra, the
chapel of Sts Anatolius and Protoleon, the chapel of St Athanasius and the
chapel of St Glycerius.

The church building also hosts the remains and ossuary of the patriarchs
of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The relic of Patriarch Joachim
Panys (1486-1567) is the only exception and occupies a prominent position
in the ossuary.

The chapel of the tomb of the patriarchs was founded in the 1950s. The
deceased patriarchs were buried provisionally in the cemetery, then later
transferred to the charnel house of the Patriarchs.

On the site of the church is the statue of the thirteenth Roman emperor
Trajan, who reigned from AD 98 to 117 and who visited both Alexandria
and Memphis, and was builder of the Fortress of Babylon.

A unique collection of wooden doors dating back to the eighth century
and belonging to the Fortress of Babylon is part of the collection of
antiquities exhibited in the Hall of Doors. Other archaeological and
ecclesiastical treasures make the collections of the Patriarchate Museum in
Cairo one of the most exciting attractions of the historic site.

Of equal importance is the religious and sacred significance of the
church of St George, making this complex the most celebrated for Christian
believers, who seek the saint’s blessings and mystic powers of healing, as
well as the miracles of his church, which are cherished also by peoples of
other faiths.

II. CONSERVATION OF THE SITE AND CHURCH OF ST GEORGE:
PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS

Due to the importance of the historic site, which is home to the most
eminent synagogues, churches and mosques of Old Cairo, from early on
the Egyptian government took measures to deal with the problems of the
rising water-table in the area, by lowering it. A dewatering evacuation sys-
tem linked to the sewers was installed and has been working effectively for
several years.

An already weakened structure was noted in the interventions made in
the late 1940s and early 1950s. Early structural problems were first detected
in the rotunda and probably have existed since the attempt to remedy them
by adding steel columns and wire rings.
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Mia on katamovnévn dopr] mapatneOnke émerta and Tic enepl-
Baoeic oty dexaetio Tov 1940 Kol T TEWTA XEOVIAX TNG dEKAETIAG TOV
1950. Aopka mEoPANHATA eHPaVIoTKAY VWEIE TTEWTA 0TI QOTOVIA, T&
omoia LAAAOV vTIHEEAV 1101 OTAV €YLVeE ATIOTIELRR VA AVTIHETWTILOTOVV
He TNV mEooONKN ATOAALVWV OTUAWY KAl CUQUATIVWYV dAKTUALWY.

Meta tig extetapéves Cnuéc mov mookaAeoe o OelopOG Tov 1992, a-
ooépola mEOPATjpaTa éytvay Tio TieoTikd. Ot avapoég oxeTued e avTd
eAnpOnoav coPaga vrtoym and to Yrovgyelo EEwteotkwv g EAAGdag,
TO OTIOL0 EEKIVIOE MQOKATAQKTUKEG UEAETES TWV DOULKWV CLVON KWV TOL
pvneiov.

Eva ot peAéteg avtéc emiBePalwoay Tn doHikT) 0TatfeQdTTA TOL UVT)-
pelov, petd amd HakQEég eAEYKTIKEG dadikaoies, oL CLVONKES TOUL KTL-
olov, TaEA TNV AVATOTEAETUATIKOTITA TNG VTIAQXOVOAG ATOAALVNG
KATAOKELTG KAL EUPAVEIS QWY HES, ATIALTOVOAV TTEQALTEQW DLEQEVVIOELS
Kkat emepPaocels. Akopa, 1 daxduwaocia avapPaduions kat avaxaiviong
X0elloOTav MeQALTEQW AELOAOYNOT] KAL dLAdIKACEC AMOKATACTAOTG,
Katywx 1o Adyo avtd, to Yrovgyeio EEwtegueddv tng EAAGdag, péow twv
MEOYQAHUATWV BonOeiag Tov, xonuatodotnoe pila o mEoopatn Ue-
A€t Yo T TeooTAaior Tov Uvnueiov.

Ot peAéteg exmovnOnrav (2009-2010) amd v etagela Awad kat Zv-
vepyates (ZUppovAot xediaopov kaiIlpoygapuatiopot), negtlapBo-
VOpévwV oLUBoVAwY otatikwv 0mws o Dr Hamdy el Shawat kat o
unxavicé Hafez el Akhras, o Opdog Torath pe emikepaAng tov Dr Alaa
el Habashi, kat to yoadeio nAektooAdywv unxavoAdywv tov Dr Mo-
hamed el Attar, ev otnv ovpdwvia 1o EAANVIKO kpdtog avtinmgoownev-
oav ot dopkol pnxavikot ITevéAnc. H peAétn adogovoe mowtiotwe otnv
XAQTOYQAPNOT) Kol TNV a&loAGYNoT) TV TEOPANUATWY TTOL apoQovoAV
1 QO] KAL TNV A0PAAELX TOL UVTUELOV, KAL TIC amaQaitnTes dixduko-
Oleg EMOKEVNC KAL ATIOKATATTAONG, HETW OTEQEWOTG, TUVTIQNOTG KAl
amokataotaong tov pvnueiov. H peAétn eotiaoe emiong otnv amo-
Yoadr] TwV MEQLEXOUEVWV TOL VPLOTAUEVOL HLOVOELOL KAL TNV XXQTO-
Yoadmnomn Tov Tapakeievov vekgoTadelov, e okoTO va oxedxoTel
dLaxdOUT Yix TIS eTOKETTEG. Ol TTEOKATAQKTIKEG PATELS TNG AQXLTEKTO-
VIKT|G XQQTOYQADNOTG Kol KATayQadr)c adogovoay OTV TROETOLHAT X
UG EVOTNTAS AQXLTEKTOVIKT|G TEKHUTNQIWONGS (KATOPELS, TOUES, TOOPOAEG,
KATL), 1) oTolar amoTéAeoe ) BAoT yix TNV €Vapén 1o AETTOEQWY aQ-
XLTEKTOVIKWYV, DOUIKWV-OTATIKOV KOL TOTIOYQAPIKWY LLEAETWV, OeDOLLE-
VOU OTL 0V LTIEXAV OXEDLA YLt TO VI UELD.

Ot opAadeg AQXITEKTOVWV KL TOTOYQADWY HNXAVIKWV, OV £QYAXLO-
Tav TAQAAANAQ, katarmovotay te pio oeld o AeMTOUEQWY EAETWV,
EQELVAV KL DAY VWOTIKWV dADIKACTUOV, TQOKELLUEVOL VA EKTLUNOOLY
TV KATAOTAOT), V& EVTOTIIOOLY Ta TIROPATIHATA KL TIS attie Toug. Tote,
Noav oe B€0m va TEOTELVOLV €Vat CLUVOALKO TIROYQAULA EQYRTLOV YLt
TNV MEOOTACix, CLVTNENOT Kat eEvylavor) Tov pvnpeiov.

Ta mpoowova pétea aodpadeiag ovumeQle AQUPavay Ty eykatd-
OTAOT] E0WTEQIKOV DIKTLOV Y VA TIQEX EL TTQOOTAT A ATtd TLXOV TITWON
YOPYIV@WV KOPUATLAOV KATL KATA T1) OLAQKELX TWV EQEVVAYV KAL OAWV TWV

SHELLS
Domes, arches and
floors

FRAME ELEMENTS:

Columns of the building SOLID ELEMENTS:

| Bearing walls

With the extensive damage caused by the 1992 earthquake, such prob-
lems became more pressing. Reports concerning these were taken seriously
by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Greece, which initiated preliminary
studies of the structural conditions of the monument.

Although these studies confirmed the structural stability of the
monument, after long monitoring procedures, the condition of the building,
despite the inefficiency of the existing steel structure and visible cracks, still
needed further investigations and interventions. Moreover, the upgrading
and renovation measures required further evaluation and rehabilitation
procedures, and the Greek Ministry of Foreign Affairs, again through its aid
programmes, financed a more recent study to safeguard the monument.

The studies were undertaken by Awad Associates (Design and Planning
Consultants) 2009-2010, together with structural consultant Dr Hamdy el
Shawat and engineer Hafez el Akhras, the Torath Group headed by Dr Alaa
el Habashi, and Dr Mohamed el Attar’s office for electrical engineering,
while Penelis structural engineers represented the Greek government in
the agreement.

Primarily, the study was concerned with survey and assessment of the
problems, dealing mainly with the structure and the safety of the monu-
ment, and the necessary repair and restoration procedures of structural
consolidation, conservation and rehabilitation. The study also focused on
inventorying the contents of the existing museum and the adjacent ceme-
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ddoewv g exTéAeon Twv eoyaowwv. EE (oov onuavtikn ytav n kato-
OKELT| EVOG EOWTEQLKOV OLVOTHHATOS VTTOOTHQLENG TWV TOLXWV KAL TNG
otéync. Emlong, éva ovotnua eEwteQknic LTOOTNOLENG TTEOTAONKE, Y
V& KQATHOEL TNV KQUTIKT] OTABeQOTNTA TOL KUKALKOU TUUTIAVOUV, LEXOL
™V ePAQUOYT| DOUKWOV OTEQEWTIKWV EMEUPATELV. METOA AVTLETWTTL-
ONG TOL TEOPANUATOS TWV VUXTEQWDWV oupTeQUAAUPBavay dikTua Kat
ATIOAVUAVOT] HE KATIVO, YIX TNV TIQOOTAO A TOV XWEOL artd HOALVOT).

Zvotuata oVAAOYTG dedOHEVV KAl TAQAKOAOVONONG OLHTTEQL-
Adpupavav diegevvnon tov edAPovg, pe detyatoANPia KaQOTwV EVTOg
KAl EKTOG ToL XwWEov. I'vdAwveg mAdkeg kat YyOog edpagpdotnray oTig
00ATEC QWYHES Yot TNV TAQakoAovON o™ TG KIVNoMS kat TNe otafeQo-
mtag ¢ kKataokevnc. Egevves vAkwv, pe ) cvAAoyn] kat e€étaon
DELYHATWY, £YLVOV TIQOKELHEVOL VO TTQOTOLOQLOTOVV OL PUOLIKES KAl pT)-
XAVIKEG OLOTNTEG TWV AVTIOTOLXWV OVOTATIKWV VALKV, avoryKaleg yia
mv emeEeQyaoia evog avaAvtikoy mEOTLTOL oL Ba MEOCdLoEILEL TNV
OOULKT) CLUUTIEQLPOQA TOV KTLQLOV.

EminmAéov, évanAektooviko mEOTLTIo X EdLAOTNKE HE TN or)0ewa Tou
npoyodppatog SAP 2000, yiax var Tooodloploel Tov To0Tto cLUTIEQLPOQAS
Kat o onpelor dvvaung kat advvapiag, ta omola teAkd Boa vollav ta
KQLTNOLA OXEJAOTHOV YIX T OTEQEWOT TG DOUNS TOL UV UELOV.

Emopévawg, ot teAkég mpotaoelc ov vtoBANONKaV Yo ToV oxedia-
OMO KoL TIG TEXVIKEG evioxvong NTav 1 epagUOYT] TTIEOCWOLVWYV HETOWV

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

tery, for the purpose of developing a visitors’ itinerary.

The early stages of the architectural survey were concerned with prepar-
ing a set of architectural documentation (plans, sections, elevations, etc.),
which formed the basis for more detailed architectural and structural sur-
veys, since no drawings were available of the existing monument.

The architectural and structural survey teams, working in parallel, were
engaged in a series of more detailed surveys, investigations and diagnostic
procedures, in order to assess the situation, to identify problems and their
causes, and consequently to propose a comprehensive project for the safe-
guarding, conservation and rehabilitation of the monument.

The temporary safety measures included the installation of an internal
net to provide protection from any falling plaster cornices, etc., during the
investigation and throughout the execution phases. Equally important was
to erect an inside wall and roof support system. In addition, an outside sup-
port system was proposed to contain the critical stability of the circular
drum until the structural consolidation measures were put in place. Bat-
combatting procedures included nets and fumigation to protect the site
from contamination.

Data collection and monitoring systems included investigation of the
ground, by boring to obtain samples inside and outside the site. Glass plates
and plaster of Paris was applied in the visible cracks, to monitor movement
and the stability of the structure. Material investigations by collecting
samples and testing were conducted to determine physical and mechanical
properties of the materials crucial to the development of an analytical
model for the determination of the structural behaviour of the building.

Furthermore, a computer model was designed with the aid of a SAP
2000 engineering computer program, in order to determine the behavioural
pattern and the points of strength and weakness, which would eventually
determine the design criteria for consolidating the building structure.

Thus, the final design proposals and techniques for reinforcement sug-
gested the application of temporary and safety measures, injecting the
cracks, removing deteriorated elements and replacing them with suitable
materials, while safeguarding the authenticity of the building. The circular
external wall was strengthened by replacing and adding new steel columns
and tension wire rings. In the interior of the church, all fenestrations would
receive metal casings, while the middle columns would receive steel rings
and a fibre-reinforced plastic mesh using epoxy glue. The flat slab would
be strengthened by receiving an additional concrete mesh or reinforced
concrete slab, applied from the outside and resting on both the circular
columns and the outside circular wall.

Architectural restoration and rehabilitation studies of the church and
basement floors included the proposal of the addition of ramps and a ver-
tical shaft for wheelchair lifts for the elderly and persons with physical dis-
abilities.

Conservation of materials focused on the extent of damage and the
conditions, and recommendations were made for items such as stone,
bricks, cornices, plaster, marble and granite, painted surfaces of the walls
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Kat HETowv aohaelog — evé-
OELG OTIC QWYMEG, 1 KaBalpeon
Kat avrkatkotaon GOaQpLé-
VWV OTOLXEWV PLE KATAAANAX
VAKQ, XwoIc var TQooPaAAe-
L 1 AvBevTIKOTNTA TOL KTL-
olov. O e&wteEkdS KUKALKOG
Tol(X0G eVIoXVONKE e TNV av-
TIKATAOTAOT] KAl TNV TQO-
oONKN KALVOLQYLWV ATOAAL-
VWV 0TOA@V Kol CUQUATIVWV
daKTLALWV évtaong. L1o e0w-
TEQLKO TOL vaoy, ge OAa T
avolypata Oa yivouv petal-
A& mMAalow, eV OTIC He-
_ oaleg KoAwveg Oa edappo-
g ! - 0TOVV  aTodAvoL daKTUALOL

_ Kol TAQOTIKO TTAEY U EVIOXV-
Scaffolding configuration for a separate seclor
HEVO HLE [VEC KAt e1DKT) KOAAX.
H emimedn mAdxa Oa evioxv-
Oel pe mpdoOeto toevTomAeypa 1) pe eEwtegikr) mAdika RC mov Oa
0TNEILETAL TOOO OTIS KUKALKES KOAWVEG 000 KL OTOV EEWTEQLKO KUKALKO
TolXo0.

OL HEAETEG YIx TNV AQXLTEKTOVIKT] ATIOKATAOTAOT) Kat eEvylavor Tov
VoL Kol TwV LTOYEIWV CLUUTEQLAAUPAVOLVY T1 TEOTACT] YAt TNV TIQO-
oONMKT KEKAWEVWV eTUTTEdWV KAL EVO KATAKOQUPO PENQ AVEAKVOTI)QOG
Yt ATOUO HLE KV TIKEG DVOKOALEG.

H ovvtrjonon twv vAtkwv eotiaoe otV éktaon s $pOogag kat Tig
OLVOTKEG, KAL CLOTACELS EYLVAV YL T LETAXEIQLOT) AVTIKELUEVWY OTIWS
AtBot, omtomAwOol, yeioa, kovidpata ko yoavitng, Cwyoadplopéveg emi-
ddvetec TolxwVv kat Tafaviwv, mopte kat magabvoa. Kuvntd avrtikel-
HEVA, OTIWS ELKOVES TOLXOV, TTIVAKES, TTVOOOUEVESG KAQEKAES, KQUOTAA-
Awvot moAvéAauoy, kAT, pall pe toxoyoadieg kat emibeta koopruata,
étuxav emlong €WK TEOCOXNS TOOKELHEVOL va dlatnenOei 1) avBev-
TIKOTNTA Kot TOLOTLKT) a&la Toug, ePAQUOLOVTAG TIG TO XTIOTEAETHATL
KOUG peBddoLG Kol texvoAoyieg yix To okomo avtd. Ooov adopd otic
EYKATAOTACELS TEXVIKNG EEVTINEETNONG, YTAV ETUTAKTIKT] 1) AVAYKI Vo
oxedxotel €€ 0AOKANQOL éva VEO CUOTNHA TAQOXNS NAEKTOLKNG EVEQ-
vewg, pe Wwiaitepn éudaot oto PTIOUO KAl WOAITEQX TOV VUXTEQLVO.
Inuavtikéc mEOoOEeTES EYKATAOTAOELS oAV ETIOTG TO KALVOUQYLO OU-
OTNHA AYWYWV VEQOL Kal amoxETevone Kabwg Kat KAHATIOHOU oTov
KLOlwe vao.

TéAog, vjoxe pia TEdTAON Y OLIAHOQPWOT) TOL ATTIKOV TIEQLBAA-
AOVTOG, [E OXEDATHO YL TEQLTATOVS, HOVIA ETUTAX KNTTOV, PUTA KAt
AovAovdwx, TalgvovTag LTTOYN TV aoPaAelx KukAoPoplag, AeltovQyL-
KOTNTA, AVEDT), EKONAWOELS, OeaUATUCES OTITIKES YWVLEG KoL EVAQUOVION
LLE TOV LOTOQLKO XWQO.

NE SUPPORTING
STEEL COLUMNS

A T

[ wev suprorTiNG
| sTEEL COLUMNS

Safety net configuration,

and ceiling, restoration of doors and windows. Moveable items, such as
wall-mounted icons, paintings, folding chairs, crystal chandeliers, etc.,
together with wall-paintings and appliqué decorations, also received
special attention, in order to preserve their authenticity and qualitative
value, by applying the most efficient methods and appropriate technologies
for their preservation.

In terms of service and technical installations, there was a pressing need
to design a complete new electrical power supply and wiring system, with
special emphasis on lighting and night-effect illuminations. The new
drainage and sewerage system, and air-conditioning in the main church,
were also important additional facilities.

Last, there was an urban landscape proposal for garden paths, fitted
garden furniture, plants and flowers, taking into account circulation safety,
functionality, comfort, events, prospective views and harmony with the
historic site.
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H avayAvdn nagdaotaon tov Ayiov I'eweyiov
The relief representation of St George

AveBaivovtag TV KevToikT) KAipHaka,

Tov 00N Yel OTNV £i00d0 TOL VAoU
Ascending the central staircase leading
to the entrance to the church
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H ei00d0¢ ¢ povng / The entrance to the monastery

Amoyn tov KwdWVOoTAGIOV
View of the belfry >
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H xevtoikr) ei00d0g Tov vaov / The main entrance to the church
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H apxttektovikn tng Movng tov Aytov I'ewpytov oto Kawgo. Ma amtotiunon

The Architecture of the Monastery of Saint George in Cairo. An appraisal

Yrtavpog MapaAovkog

AvanAnowtns Kabnynte Iotogiag T Meoaiwvikng kat tng
IMagadooiaxr)g Agxttektovikng, Tunua Agxrtektovwv Mnxavikwyv
Iavemotnuiov Iatgwv

€V elval OTTAVLEG OL TIEQLTITWOELS TIOV 1) LOTOQLAX TN AQXLTEKTO-

VIKIG UTIOQEL Vo elkovoyQadr)oel KATd TQOTIO eEaipeTo TNV

L0TOQ(X TOMWV KAL AVOQOTIVWY KOWVWVIWV. LTI MEQLTITWIELS
QAUTEG 1) LEAETT) TOV OLKODOUIKOU XQOVIKOU KAL TNG AQXLITEKTOVIKTG TWV
KTIOHATWV UTI0QEL Vot amtokaAVPeL, TéQA amtd TNV 10ToQla TwV DLWV Kot
g aflec mov ta xapaktneilovv, kKabwe kat TG Wéeg TOL ALTA
ekPoalovv, Hovadlkéc oe TAOUTO kal evagyewx TANQOdOQLes yia
TEOOWTIOL KAL MRAYHUATA TIOL OXETILOVTAL [Le TNV TUXI TOVG, YL TIC
KOLWV@WVLES TTOL TA DNULOVEYNOAV KAL TIG CLVOTKES KATW amtd TIG 0TIoleg
avta dnuoveynOnkav. Avtd akopas oLpBatvel kat oTtnv meQimTwon
¢ Mowic tov Ayiov I'ewpylov oto IlaAawo Kdaigo, n wotogia tng
QAQXLTEKTOVIKT|G TNG oTtolag divet avapudiPora pav eEalgetn, av OxL TNV
KaAUTEQN, elkOVA NG LoToplag TS 0p00doE g Kat Tov eAANVIOHOV TG
AryOmTOoU 0T VEWTEQA XQOVIA.

B. H wtogia g Movnic amné tov 160 wg tov oo 190 awova pag etvat
QOKETA KAAX YVwoT] amd TS HaQTuole mov divouv moAvaolOpeg
LOTOQKEG T YEG. ATtd AUTEG TTOOKVTITEL OTL TO HOVAOTIOL ATOTEAOVOE évax
Wltega oEPA0TO TEOOKVVIUA TwV 000000EWV Pwuiv mov, ektog amod
OTOLdALO TVELUATIKO KEVTOO AELTOVEYOVOE KA (WG KEVTEO HEQLUVAC Kot

Stavros Mamaloukos

Associate Professor of History of Medieval and Vernacular Architecture,
Department of Architecture
University of Patras

ases in which the history of architecture can illustrate superbly

the history of places and of human societies are by no means

rare. In these cases, study of the building history and the archi-
tecture of the edifices can reveal, beyond the history of these and the
values they represent, as well as the ideas they express, unique infor-
mation in wealth and clarity on persons and events relating to the for-
tunes of the monuments, on the societies that created them and on the
circumstances in which they were created. This is precisely the case
with the Monastery of St George in Old Cairo, the architectural history
of which undoubtedly gives us an exceptional — if not the best — picture
of the history of Orthodox Christianity and of Hellenism in Egypt in
recent times.

II. The history of the monastery from the sixteenth to the late nineteenth
century is quite well known from testimonies in numerous textual sources.
It emerges from these that the monastery was a particularly revered place
of pilgrimage for the Orthodox Greeks, which was not only an important
spiritual centre but also a hub of care and charity for all in need “it is together
a monastery and a hospital and a poorhouse and a hospice for the elderly” . It also
emerges that the holy foundation constantly faced great difficulties and
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doovtidac yiax 0Aovg Toug avalloma®ovvTeg “e0Tiv ouov Kat HovaoTiplov
Kl VOoOKOuElOV Kal mMTwxotpodeiov kai yepovtokoueiov”. TlookvmTet
emiong OTL TO eQ0 KAODdEUUA AVTIHETWOTILE TTAVTOTE [LEYAAEG DVOKOALEG
KL PELOKOTAV 08 U KATAOTAOT) oLVeXoLGS évdelac.! Kat' avtiotolxiav to
OLKODOHLKO OLYKQOTNHA TG Movric touv Ayiov 'ewpylov, N poedr) tov
oTolov Hag etvat YvwoTr] amo TaALEG aTEKOVIOELS TOV, TIOWV aAAK kat
apéowe petd amod v kataotgodPny tov to 1904, ftav éva ovvoAo
KTIOHATWV EVTEAOVG HAAAOV KATAOKELNG, UE TOLXOUS KTIOUEVOUS ATO
apYoALOodour) 1} TAvOodopr] kat EVAWVES OTéYEC 1) dwopATA, TO OTIOL0, OTIWG
datveral, elye mEokPeL KATA TN DAQKELX TG HakQaw VNG LoToELOG TOv,
XWOIS CLOTNUATIKO OXEDIATUO, HE TIEOTOTKES KAL EK TWV EVOVTWV KAL
TEQLOQLOMEVNG, €& autiag NG éAAewdng Toowv, kK&Be ook éxtaong
emepPaoels oe MEOUPLOTAUEVA KTIoHaTa. Le i tegryoadt] Tov 1897 )
Movr| TtegryQadetal XaQaKTNOOTKa W “rteviypd” kot “EvAivny”, “mept-
BaAdouévn vro pvrapawy oikiokawv”? Onwg Paivetal, Aomdv, To maAad
avtd HOVAOTHOL eixe OAa ekelva Tot XXQAKTINQLOTIKA TNG TOTIKNG
HETAUWVIKTG KAL VEWTEQTG TATIELVT)G AQXLTEKTOVIKIG, AVTHS TTOL OLVHOWS
amokaAeltar mapadooiakn, Aaikn Kar avavvun, KoL TOU @G ONUEQX
datnpeitat o MOAAG maAad KoTrTka povaotow® kg kat ot Movr)
g Ayiag Awategivng tov Ogovg Lwvad. H agyttektovucr] avtr divet étot
Hiav  eEAQETIKT] €OV TV HETOWV KAl TWV dUVATOTHTWV TG
adeAdpomTag g Movr|g kot g owpéikng kowvotntac e Obwuavikrg
AryVmtou, He TG OLOWKNTUKEG KL OWKOVOULKES TG OULOKOALES, UG
KOWOTNTAG XAQAKTNOWOTIKNG TNG “moveuévne pwptoovvnc” tov dwtn
KévtoyAov.

I Z1c agxéc tov 2000 aldva ta mEAypata elxav ma &ednv aAAaet
Y TNV eAAN VKT 0pBodolia otnv Atyvntto. H moAvmAnOng eAAnvikn
ntagotkia Tov Katgov 1)dn evnpegovoe vmo TIg VEES, EVVOIKES Y TIC
Eéveg maQokiec oLVOTKES TOL (X ONULOVEYNTEL OTN XWOA 1 ATIO TO
1882 Boetavikr) kvotapxia®. Tnv emoxn) avty éva tuxalo yeyovog, 1

1. Avapvnotikov Aintvyov Iepac Movic Ayiov F'ewpyiov ev Iadaiw Kaipw ent’svkaipia
“Xpvoov lwptAaiov” Apxrepwovvne Iatpiapyov AdeEavopeiac Xpiotodpopov B’ (1908-1958),
Katd Ty o mevtaetiav enti naptplapyeiac Xplotopopov tov B, AAeEdvdoeia 1958, 12-26)
T px ovvontueyy magovoiaon g wotogiag e Moviic kKatd v mepiodo avty BA.
TTavaywtne TCovpéorag, Iotookd ototyeta Iepac Iatoixoxkric Moviic Ayiov I'ewoyiov
Kaipov, otov magdvta topo.

2. Avapvnotikov Aimtvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 62.

3. TTpdxewa BA. Gawdat Gabra, Coptic Monasteries. Egypt’s Monastic Art and Architecture, Cairo
— New York 2002.

4 . Tlpoxewa PA. Peter Grossmann, Agyxitektoviky), Ziva. Ot Onoavpol tne Movrc, Exdotur)
ABnvav, ABrva 1990, 26-57 ka Petros Koufopoulos — Marina Myriantheos-Koufopoulou, Master
Plan For Wadi El Deir, The Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Mount Sinai, Thessaloniki 2010, 48-54.
5. Lxetkd pe v aieur) g eAAnviknig maotkiag tov Kaigov amé tig agyx g tov 20° aucova,
omote WELONKe N EAAnvikr) Kowotnta (1904), wg to 1952 BA. Mapgia Adapavtidov,
EAAnvikoc mepinatoc oto Katpo, EAAnvucr) Kowvotnta Kaioov, 1994, 18-22.
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H povr) to 1857 and dpwroygadia mov pvAdooeTal ot povny

™¢ Ayiag Awcartegivng ato Ziva. ‘Egyo tov A. BactAgiov, 1964
The monastery in 1857, from a photograph kept in the monastery of St Catherine
on Mount Sinai. Work by D. Vasileiou, 1964

was in a state of continuous penury’. Correspondingly, the complex of the
St George monastery, the form of which is known from old depictions of
it, before and immediately after its destruction in 1904, was a hotchpotch
of buildings of rather poor construction, with walls of rubble masonry or
bricks and timber roofs or flat roofs, which seems to have taken shape over
several centuries, without systematic planning, with additions from within
and interventions, always limited in extent due to chronic lack of funds, in
pre-existing buildings. In a description of 1897, the monastery is character-
ized as “poor” and “wooden”, “surrounded by dirty dwellings”?. So, this old
monastery apparently had all the features of the local medieval and later
humble architecture, that which is usually dubbed traditional, vernacular
and anonymous, and which is preserved to this day in many old Coptic
monasteries?®, as well as in the Monastery of St Catherine on Mount Sinai*.
This architecture thus gives an excellent picture of the measures and the

1. Avapvnotikov Aintvyov Iepac Movic Ayiov 'ewpyiov ev IaAaiw Kaipw ent’evkaipia “Xpvoov
lwpiAaiov” Apxiepwovvne Hatpiapyov AdeEavdpeiac Xpiotopopov B’ (1908-1958), katd tnv a’
nevtaetiov eni maptpapyeiac Xpiotopopov tov B [Souvenir Diptych of the Holy Monastery of
St George in Old Cairo on the occasion of the “Golden Jubilee” of the Primacy of the Patriarch of
Alexandria Christopher II (1908-1958) during the first five years of the patriarchy of Christopher
IT], Alexandria 1958, 12-26). For a summary of the monastery’s history during this period see Pana-
giotis Zoumerkas, “Historical Data on the Holy Patriarchal Monastery of Saint George in Cairo”,
in the present volume.

2. Avapvnotikov Aimtvyov, op. cit. (n.1), 62.

3. Passim see Gawdat Gabra, Coptic Monasteries. EQypt’s Monastic Art and Architecture, Cairo —
New York 2002.

4. Passim see Peter Grossmann, “Architecture”, Sinai. The treasures of the monastery, Ekdotike
Athenon, Athens 1990, 26-57 and Petros Koufopoulos — Marina Myriantheos-Koufopoulou, Master
Plan For Wadi El Deir, The Holy Monastery of Saint Catherine, Mount Sinai, Thessaloniki 2010, 48-54.
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KATAOTEEMTIKNY Tuokaytd g 4ng / 17ng Avyovotov 1904°, anotéAeoe
TV adoQUT] YLX TNV avAAN P eVOC TOAYHATIKA HEYAAOTIVOOL €QYO0U,
TOU TIQWTOV HLAG OERAS OQAOTIKWYV EMEUPATEWY OTO OLKODOULKO
OLYKQOTNUA, OL OTIOLEG HETA 0T EMOUEVA TIEVIIVTA XQOViar AAAaEav
otlka Vv ekdva s Movr|g kat tov meg3aAAovtog xweov te. To éoyo,
10 omtolo dijekeoe amd o 1905 we To 19097, mepAdpPave v oucodounon
TOV ONUEQLVOV EVIVTIWOLAKOV vaoL tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov oe oxédx tov
apxttéktova NikoAdov Kaipn, omwe avta toomomom)Onkav and tig
MaQeUPATELS TOV TTATELAQXOV PwTiov®, kal kat avayknv emepPaocels
OTOV QHECO TEQLRAAAOVTOA XWQO TOL QWHALKOV THEYOVL, TNV AVw
eTIPAVELA TOL OTIOLOL 0 VOGS KaTéAaPe e€ 0AoKkAT)P0L. Ag onuelwDel edw
OTLaTo T dekaetia Tov 1880 1) DIOKNTLKT) KAL OUKOVOULKY AVEDT) UE TNV
ool ktvovvtav amd Tote 1 eAANVOE00d0EN KowvoTNTA elxe 10N
ETUTQEYPEL TOV TMTQOYQAUUATIOMO KAl TV EKTEAEOT) KAl AAAWVY OXETIKA
ONUAVTIKWY, 0TS PailveTal, €0YwV avakalviong Tov OLKOdOULKOV
ovvoAoL e Movrig, pe adogur] TNV AVAYKI EMOKEVWV TIOL AVTL-
HeTTULAV TA TTAAQLA KAL YEVIKA KAKOKTIOpEVa KTrjow. Tétowx éoya
Nrav 1 avti damdvng 4.000 ARV HOQTLEOVHEVN AVOLKODOUNOT €VOG
TUNLLATOG TOL CUYKQOTIATOS TO OTIOL0 €lx € KATAQQEVTEL Y TNV OTIolx
70 1880 0 martoiioxne Lwdeioviog Crjtnoe ) ouvdopr) tov Toagor® kot
N emuoKeLY) ™G “ueonuppvnc mAevpac tne lepac Movic..., 1TiG ov povov
KQTEOTN) AKATOIKNTOG, aAAd kat pofoc uéyac emikertar pun méon xKat
ovunapacvpn v T ntwoel e kat v ExkAnoiav...”1% To éoyo, duws,
TG OKODOUNONG TOL VEOL Vaoy Hetall TV etwv 1905 kat 1909, eixe
eVTEAWS DLAPOQETIKO XXQAKTNQA. Le avTlOeon TIC eMEUPATELS TTOL ElXAXV
Ylvel ta TEONYOUHEVA XQOVIXt OTNV TEQIMTwWOon auvtr avil Hiag
ETUOKELVT|G, N ool KAAALOTA Bx ptogovoe var elxe yivel, ot OnKe
N €k PABowV 0kodOUNON eVOC VEOL peyaAompemovg KTnelov, To omoio
oxedtdoOnie €€ apxNc Y va amoteAéoel To kat’ e£oxX1)v oVBoAO Tov
IMaAaov Kaipov kupapxwvtag o0to yOow XWeo Kat mooPaAloviacg (e
£VTOVO, av O)L VTTEQOTITIKO, TOOTIO TNV TAXQOLTLIX TWV dNHLOLOYWV TOU,
me evnuegovoac, dNAadn, eAANvVoEOOdoENC KowdtNTaG. Xe M
MEOOTIADELA €MITEVENS AVTAV AKQOLPWC TWV OTOXWV TO TATOLAQXELO
avéAafe TV TEQAOTIA dDATIA VT TTOL aTtaLTr)ONKe Yio TV vAoTIoNoT TOoL

6. 't TV mMLEKAYL& KAt TIS KATAOTEOPEC TTOL avtr) mEokdAeoe PA. Avauvnotikov Ainto-
xov, o.m. (onu.l), 27-28. BA. emiong TCovpéprag, lotooikd otoixeia, o.m. (onu.l). ko
Tecboyroc MixomA, H Nedteon lotogia tov Naov tov Ayiov I'ewyilov oto TaAawd Kawo,
OTOV TTAXQOVTA TOUO.

7. T T ovvOrkeg VMO TIG OMoleg 0EYAVWONKE Kot ekTeAéoONKe To €0Y0 PA. AvauvnoTixov
Ainttvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 24-25. BA. emtiong TCovpuéorac, Iotogued otoryeia, o.7t. (onu.1). ko
MixamA, Nedteon lotopia, o.m. (onu.5).

8. Tx ) draxdikaoia Tov TXEdATHUOV KAOWS KAL Y TNV AQXITEKTOVIKT] TOL vaoL BA. Mi-
xomA, Neoteon Iotooia, o.m. (onu.5).

9. Avauvnotikov Aintvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 24-25.

10. Avauvnotikov Aintvyov, o.1t. (onu.1), 25-26.

Matoiaoxne Pawrtiog (1900-1925) / Patriarch Photios (1900-1925)

possibilities of the brotherhood of the monastery and of the Greek commu-
nity in Ottoman Egypt, with its administrative and economic difficulties, a
community characteristic of Photis Kontoglou’s “doleful Romiosyne”.

III. By the early twentieth century the situation had changed markedly for
Greek Orthodox Christianity in Egypt. The populous Greek community in
Cairo was already prospering under the new favourable conditions for the
foreign enclaves, which British rule in the country had created since 1882°.
In that period, a chance event, the catastrophic fire of 4/17 August 1904°,
was the reason for undertaking a truly ambitious project, the first in a series
of drastic interventions in the building complex, which over the next fifty

5. For the heyday of the Greek community of Cairo from the early 20" century, when the Greek
Community was founded (1904), until 1952 see Maria Adamantidou, EAAnvixéc mepinatos
070 Katpo [Greek Walk in Cairo], Greek Community of Cairo, 1994, 18-22.

6. For the fire and the destruction it caused see Avapuvnotikov Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 27-28.
See also Tzoumerkas, “Historical Data”, op. cit. (n. 1) and Georgios Michail, “The Recent His-
tory of the Church of Saint George in Old Cairo”, in the present volume.
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Matoiaexns Zwdeoviog A’ (1870-1899) / Patriarch Sophronios I (1870-1899)

peyademPoAov avtod €Qyov pe “xpruata, Ta onoia n EVoEBEIX TWV
otV peT’ apreTne e npobvuiac npocépepev”. Tnv emidiwkopevn
peyaAomoémela Tov VEoL vaov eEaodpalile n eEatpetknry Oéon tov
eMdvw otov YNAO pwpaikd moeyo, To tepdotio puéyebog, 11 ovyxoovn
TexvoAoyia mov ePpaguocOnke otV Kataokevny Tov kal TéAOg, N
HOQPOAOYIA TOV HE T VEORVAYEVVITLAKA KAL, O€ TLEQLOQLOUEVO PaOo,
“eAAnvopuvCavtiva”? XaQoKTNELOTIK& TNG, TOL TO OLVEDEE HE TNV
AQXLTEKTOVIKT] TNG ToALTIopéVng Evpwning, 1) omola, BéPata, obpdpwva
pe TV eAANVIKn WeoAoyia e emoxns, Pactllotav oTa dLXxXQOVIK&
ETUTEVYHATA TOV EAANVIKOU TOALTIOHOV.

A.  To peyado égyo avoucodounong tov vaov tov Aylov I'ewgyiov kata
v ntegiodo 1905-1909, to omolo amtetéAeoe TNV MEWTI GAON TWV £QYWV

11. Avauvnotixov Aintvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 31.

12. T'wx tov “EAAnvopulavtive Puouod” BA. I'onyoong TTovAnuévog, H EAAadikr Naoodopic
oty nepiodo Tov NeoxAaooikiopov (1830-1912), TToAvyoadmpévn ddaKTOQKY] dLATOLPT),
YxoAr) Agyttektovwy tov EOvucov MetooBeiov IToAvtexveiov, AOvar 1997, 62-68 ot 88-

103, 6mtov ka1 meoyevéoteen PrpAoyoadio. ' évav 0glopd Tov gevpatog PA. o.1., 62.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

O Naog xwois to Kwdwvoaotaaoto (1909)
The church without the bell-tower (1909)

years radically altered the picture of the monastery and its environs. The
project, which lasted from 1905 to 19097, included building the present im-
pressive church of St George to plans by the architect Nikolaos Kairis, as
these were modified by Patriarch Photios®, and necessary interventions in
the immediate vicinity of the Roman tower, the upper surface of which was
occupied entirely by the church. It should be noted here that from the 1880s
the administrative and economic ease with which the Greek Orthodox com-
munity operated had already allowed the planning and execution of other
relatively important, so it seems, works on renovating the monastery com-
plex, occasioned by the need to repair the old and generally badly-built
buildings. Such works were the attested rebuilding, at a cost of 4,000 sov-
ereigns, of a collapsed part of the complex, for which Patriarch Sophronios
had sought the assistance of the Tsar in 1880° and the repair of the “south
side of the Holy Monastery..., which not only had become uninhabited, but also
there is a hovering great fear of it collapsing and taking with it in the fall the church
too.”1°. However, the project of building the new church, in the years 1905-
1909, was entirely different in character. In contrast to the interventions
made in previous years, in this case instead of a repair, which could well
have been made, the building from the foundations of a new majestic mon-

7. For the circumstances in which the project was organized and executed see Avapuvnotixov
Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 24-25. See also Tzoumerkas, “Historical Data”, op. cit. (n. 1) and
Michail, “The Recent History”, op. cit. (n. 5).

8. For the process of designing and for the architecture of the church see Michail, “Recent His-
tory”, op. cit. (n. 5).

9. Avauvnotikov Aimttvxov, op. cit. (n. 1), 24-25.

10. Avauvnotikov Aimtvxov, op. cit. (n. 1), 25-26.
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To povoeio mov ogydvwoe o Hyovpevog AyaBdyyeAog

o1r dekaeTia Tov 1940
The museum organized by Abbot Agathangelos in the 1940s

ollwng avaudpdpwong s Movnig, dadéxOnrav péoa oTig emOpEVES
TOELG OeKAETiEC AAAd HKQOTEQA €QYQ, Ta omola Palvetar OtTL
oxeTiCovTav Kvolwg He TV 0AOKANQWOT TOL TIRWTOL OLKODOWLKOV
TEOYQAUMATOC. Xt dekaetia, Opws, Tov 1940 1 Movn yvawoloe évav
TEAYHATIKO OKODOULKO 0QYaTpd®, tov omoiov 0 atoxog Ntav &€ toov,
av OXL KAl TEQLOOOTEQO, HEYAAETTBOAOG e ekelVOV TOV €QYOL TWV
agxwv tov 200V awwva. Eumvevotng kat KvnTrjowr dVvaun Tou
OLKODOHLKOU QuTOU MQEOYQAHUATOS NTav 0 1yovpevos Tng Movrig
Aoxipuavdolitng AyaOdyyeAog Zapidng, o Ifnoitng, ya tv mAnOwokm),
OTwe dalveTal, TMEOOWTIKOTITA TOV OTOLOL LTTAQXOLV TIAUTIOAAES
Wiaiteoa emavetikés meprypadEéc, ot omoleg ovxva GpOAvovv ota Ot
S koAakelag, and avOQwTovs Tov Apéoov eQPAAAOVTOS TOV, OTTWS
0 ToAvyQapOTATOC Tapiag Kot yoappatéas s Movrig, tepodidikovog
AAEEaVDQOC ZoAopwvidng!, ouvvepydtes kat GlAovg Tov, OTWS O
dtevOuvtrc tov ExxAnotaotikov Papov kat tov Kadov Iotpévoc tng
AAeEavdoelag, kadnyntic Evyéviog MixanAidne®, aAda kat and

13. Twx T éoya g dexaetiog Tov 1940 PA. AAEéEavdoog LoAouwvidng, H Iepd Movn tov
Ayiov I'ewpyiov ev Madauw Kaipw xatd v o’ meviaetiav eni naptplapyeiac Xptotopopov
tov B'. To épyov Tov nyovuévov avtng Apxiuavdpitov AyaBayyédov (1934-1944), Tevxog
nowtov, Kaigo 1944, AAéEavdoog LoAouwvidng, H lepa Movn tov Ayiov Tewpyiov ev
HaAaww Kaipw kata v a’ nevtaetiav eni naptpiapyeiac Xpotodopov tov B. To épyov
Tov nyovuévov avtic Apxiuavopitov AyaBayyédov (1934-1944), Tevyog devTeQov KAt
Tottov, Topog 2, Kaioo 1944, Avauvnotikév Airtvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 27-28 kot TCovpéokag,
lotopwkd otowxela, o.1t. (onu.1). kot MixanA, Nedteon lotooia, o.m. (onu.5).

14. Tlpoxewa PA.: Avapvnotikov Aintvyov, o.1t. (onu.1), 35 (“O tametvépowv ovtog Aevi-
Mg, 0 eppuxwoag v lepdv Movnv €16 0Ax TG T e£aQTUATA KAt TTapaQTipaTa ....”,
15. TTooxewoa PA. A.x. ékOeom tov Evyeviov MixanAidn mov ovvtdyOnie “ev AAeEavogeia

ument was opted for. This was designed from the outset to be the par excel-
lence symbol of Old Cairo, dominating the surrounding area and projecting
conspicuously, if not haughtily, the presence of its creators, namely the af-
fluent Greek Orthodox community. In an attempt to achieve precisely these
aims, the Patriarchate took on the enormous expense of bringing this am-
bitious project to fruition, with “monies, which the piety of the faithful offered
with considerable willingness”11. The desired magnificence of the new church
was ensured by its outstanding position atop the high Roman tower, its
enormous size, the modern technology applied in its construction and its
morphology, with Neo-Renaissance and, to a limited degree, “Graeco-
Byzantine”'? features. These last linked it with the architecture of civilized
Europe, which of course, according to the Greek ideology of the day, was
based on the diachronic achievements of Hellenic Civilization.

IV. The major project of building the church of St George, over the years
1905-1909, which was the first phase of the works for radically remodelling
the monastery, was succeeded over the next three decades by other smaller
projects, which seem to have been related mainly to completing the first
building programme. However, in the 1940s the monastery experienced a
veritable building boom®, the aim of which was equally, if not more
ambitious that of the project in the early twentieth century. Inspirer and
motive force of this building programme was the abbot of the monastery,
Archimandrite Agathangelos Zarifis of Iviron Monastery, of whose
evidently effusive personality there are many particularly eulogizing
descriptions, often so fulsome as to verge on flattery. These accounts are
by persons in his coterie, such as the treasurer and secretary of the
monastery, the prolific writer Hierodeacon Alexandros Solomidis™, by his

11. Avauvnotikov Aimtvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 31.

12. For the “Graeco-Byzantine” order see Grigoris Poulimenos, H EAAadtkn) Naodopia oty
niepiodo tov NeokAaooikiopov (1830-1912) [Greek Mainland Church-Building in the Period
of Neoclassicism (1830-1920], Doctoral dissertation, School of Architects, National Technical
University of Athens, Athens 1997, 62-68 and 88-103, with earlier bibliography. For a definition
of the trend, see op. cit., 62.

13. For the works during the 1940s see Alexandros Solomonidis, H Iepd Mov1 tov Ayiov Ie-
wpyiov ev [Madaiw Kaipw xata v a’ neviaetiav eni naptpapxeiac Xpiotopopov tov B
To épyov tov nyovuévov avtic Apxipavopitov AyaBayyédov (1934-1944) [The Holy
Monastery of St George in Old Cairo during the first five years under the patriarchy of Christo-
pher II. The work of its abbot Archimandrite Agathangelos (1934-1944)], Fascicle I, Cairo 1944,
Alexandros Solomonidis, H Iepa Movn tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov ev [aAaiw Kaipw kata tnv o’
nevraetiav eni maptplapyxeiac Xprotopopov tov B'. To épyov tov nyovuévov avtic Apxi-
pavopitov AyaBayyédov (1934-1944) [The Holy Monastery of St George in Old Cairo during
the first five years under the patriarchy of Christopher II. The work of its abbot Archimandrite
Agathangelos (1934-1944)], Fascicles II and III, Vol., Cairo 1944, Avauvnotikoév Aimtvxov, op.
cit. (n. 1), 27-28 and Tzoumerkas, “Historical Data”, op. cit. (n. 1) and Michail, “The Recent
History”, op. cit. (n. 5).

14. Passim see: Avauvnotikov Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 35 (“This humble Levite, the enlivening
spirit of the Holy Monastery in all its appurtenances and annexes...”).

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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dtdpooovg avBewTovg Tov emioképONKay T Movr] kat éyoapav tig
EVTUTIAOELS TOVG!® Yt TO KAT& YeVIKY OHoAoYix, axkopn Kat otav
dLATUOTOVOVTAL OL ADVVALLES TOVY, KATATIANKTIKO €QY0 TIOL €YLVE TNV
ETIOXT] AVTI] OTOLG XWQEOLG TNG.

To owcodoukod EdyQappa mov vAoTou|Onke ot Movr) tov Aylov
Ilewoytov kata ) dexaetia tov 1940 elxe dVO okéAn. To mpwto oréAog
meQUAAUPave TNV avapoedwor) pe meoodnkes Kat avadlapouipioelg
TWV LTTIODOUWV TOL VoL Tov Ayiov 'ewoyiov kat TNV oucodopn o Tov
Hyovpeveiov, evog peyaAov ktnpeiov oto omolo oteydobnkav 0Aeg ot
Aettovpyieg g Movr|g mAnv ¢ Oelac Aatoelac. To devtepo oréAog
MeQUAAMPaVE TN OLARORPWOT) TWV KITIWV KoL TOU €VQUTEQOL TEQLPAA-
Aovtog Xweov ¢ Movrg kat TV owodOUnon evog Wopoodov
avefaptnTov KTINElov, to omolo 0 XoAouwvidng ovopdlet “Neo-
owuaikoBulavtvov ITepintegov” .

Ag onuewwOet Ot ta éoya ot Movr) evtaocoovtav og éva akoun
€VEUTEQO MAaio0 emepPaoewv atnv megtoxn tov IaAaov Kaipov, ov
oxediaoe kat ogyavwoe to Iatouxpyeto kat 1 EAAnvwkn Kowotnta pe
Xonuatodotnon emipavawv peAwv te. To €égyo avto megldupave tig
ETMEUPATELS OTO OLYKQOTNHA TNS MoVr|g kal 0T0 magakeipevo oe avtrjv
Kowuntoto kabdxg ko v otkodéunot tov Movpatiadeiov I'mgokopeiov
0€ OKOTEdO TIOL BELOKOTAY TIROS dLOUAS NG Movr|g, amévavTL ano To
KTNOWAKO TNG OLYKQOTNHA, 1 oTola TeAwkd dev vAomow|Onke.
AQXITEKTWV TOL peyaAemmoAov avtov épyov Ntav o aAeEavdoLvog
Icwavvne NikoAaidnc', o omoiog aoxoAnOnke pe 0 MEWTO OkéAOG TOL
é0yov g Moviig, onAadn pe to vaod kot to Hyovpeveio, kaBag rat pe
to I'mookopelo, oxedialoviag pa eviaia auoTnEr), HVIUELXKT), HEYA-
Aomemy] kat emPANTIKY] oOvOeon HEe TA  XAQAKTNQLOTIKA TNG
EKAEKTIKIOTIKIG AQXLTEKTOVIKNG TG Beaux-Arts, cuvdvdlovtag veou-
CavTva, VEOQWHAVIKA KAl VEODQOLQLAKKX OTOLXElx UE oToLXela TLo
oUYX00VWV QEVUATWY, OTtwG 1) Art-Deco.

™ 231 Maotiov 1943 kat amevOvvetal “mgog v A.0. Makagidtnta ITdnav kat [atoido-
xnv Ade&avdoeiac Kov, Kov Xplotodpdpov B “emi twv avevge0évtwy egetmtiov ev T tepd
Movr] tov Ayiov I'ewoytov IT. Kaigov” (Avauvnotikov Aintvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 36-50).

16. Muwx oe1pd TétolwVv meQryQady LTAQXEL € Ul TLAAOYT] ONUOOLOYQADIKWY KAL TTe-
QUYNTUKWV KEHEVWY EVTLTIOOEWV oL eTtrypadetal “To katontov e Ieodc Movrig Touv
Aylov I'ewgyiov €16 tov dnuodotov Tomov (Amoomdopata €€ eKTEVAOV dNUOTIEVHATWV)” TTOV
dnpootevOnke to 1958 oto Aimtvxov (Avauvnotikév Aintvyxov, o.1t. (onu.1), 84-96).

17. Onwg avtéc mov damiotwvet pe Ta evotoxa oxoALk tov o I. M. IavaywwtdmovAog
otV meprypadt] tov Movoeiov g Movijg ov dnuootevoe to 1950 oto ta&diwtikd PrpAio
Tov Zxapapaioc o tepoc. H Aiyvmtoc (I. M. HavaywwtdmovAog, Zkaoapatog o tegoc. H Ali-
yvntog, AOnvar 1950). Avadnpooievor tov anoontdopatog Tov PipAiov mov avadégetat
ot Movn} tov Ayiov I'ewylov PBA. oto Avapuvnotikov Airtvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 100.

18. XoAopwvidng, Movny Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, o.mt. (onp.12), 11.

19. T'ix 10 €QY0 KL TOUG CLVTEAEOTEG TOV, TOV AQXLTEKTOVA KOIL TOUG XOONYOUS, AVAALTL-
KkoTepa PA. MixanA, Nedtepn lotooia, o.7mt. (onp.5).

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

B i
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To nyovueveio onuega / The hegoumeneion (priory) today

collaborators and friends, such as the director of the periodicals
Ekklesiastikos Pharos (Ecclesiastical Lighthouse) and the Kalos Poimen (Good
Shepherd) of Alexandria, schoolmaster Evgenios Michailidis's, as well as
by various people who visited the monastery and wrote down their
impressions'® on the generally agreed even when its shortcomings were
observed' remarkable work that had been carried out on its premises in
those years.

The building programme implemented in the monastery of St George

15. Passim see, e.g. report of Evgenios Michailidis, which was written “in Alexandria on 23
March 1943” and is addressed “to His Holiness the Most Blessed Pope and Patriarch of Alexan-
dria Sire, Sire Christopher II” “upon the ruins found in the Holy Monastery of St George of
Old Cairo” (Avauvnotixév Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 36-50).

16. There is a series of such descriptions in a collection of journalists” and travellers’ texts with
impressions, entitled “To k&tomtoov g Ieodc Movr|g tov Ayiov I'ewpylov &g Tov dnpodoiov
Tomov (Anoonaopata €€ exktevov dnpooctevpdtwv)” [The mirror of the Holy Monastery of
St George in the public Press (Excerpts from lengthy publications)], which was published in
1958 in the Diptych (Avauvnotikoév Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 84-96).

17. Such as those ascertained, with his apposite comments, by I. M. Panagiotopoulos in his
description of the Museum of the Monastery, which he published in 1950 in his travelogue
Zrapapaioc o tepoc. H Aiyvmtoc (I. M. Panagiotopoulos, The Sacred Scarab. Egypt, Athens
1950). The excerpt is republished in the book referring to the Monastery of St George, see Ava-
uvnotikov Aimtvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 100.
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T'Avnté ovumAeyua tov Nepmovvéved, Ilpwtov IIgodnn tov Appwva Kat thg

ov(vUyov tov Taxat Onpec. Néo BaoiAelo, Baoideia Papon B’ (1303-1213) rt.X.
Statue Group of Nebunenef, First Prophet of Amun, and his wife Takhat Thebes.
New Kingdom, Reign of Ramses II (1303-1213 BC)

Adooun) Y TG emeUPATELS TTOL TTEQAAUBAVOVTOL OTO TIEWTO OKEAOG
OV €QYOU €dWwoay T DOUOOTATIKA TIEOPBATI AT TTOL TIAQOVOLACONKAV
o€ dLkPooat oMUELX TOL VA0V KAl TOL VTIOKELEVOL QwAikoV tveyov. To
éoyo meQléAafe TNV okodOUN O YU amd TOV TUEYO VOGS VEOL
0YKWOOUG KTNELOL Ue pia peyaAoToent] KAlHaka avddov otn ogetx
TIAEVQA TOV, HLE OKOTIO, TTEQA ATIO TNV OTIOLX TIQAKTLKT) TOUG ONHACia Kot
TNV €K TV VOTEQWV AELTOVQYLKT] TOUG atlomoino, TNV eEaopaAion e
OTATIKNG €MAQKELAG TOL TVEYOL Kol TOv vaoyl, kabwg kat tnv
avadLaEQLOULOT TOV E0WTEQIKOV TOL TTVQYOU, WOTE AVTO VA HTIOQEL Vot
aflormomOet Aettoveyka®. AmotéAeoua tov éQyou avtov NTay, BéRala,
N mANENG amokeuPn Tov TVEYOL KkaOwWS TO pVNUEl0 ovOlATTUKA
eCadpaviobnrke kabdc evowpatwONKE O0TO E0WTEQKO TOL VEOL

20. T ta mooPATjpaTa mov magovatdoOnav to 1940 oto vad kat ta éQya mov éyvav
ot dexaetia Tov 1940 oo koo BA. MixanA, Nedteon Iotooia, o.mt. (onu.5). Aoxitekto-
VIK& 0X £ TwV MEOTATewV ToL NikoAaidn éxovv dnpootevOel oto Avapvnotikov Ainto-
xov, o.1t. (onu.1), 15-16.

during the 1940s had two branches. The first branch included the remod-
elling, with additions and rearrangements of the infrastructures, of the
church of St George, and the construction of the abbot's lodge, a large build-
ing that housed all the monastery’s functions except those of worship. The
second branch included the laying out of the gardens in the monastery
grounds and the construction of a singular independent building, which
Solomonidis calls the “Neo-Romano-Byzantine Pavilion”®.

It should be noted that works in the monastery were part of an even
wider programme of interventions in the area of Old Cairo, which were de-
signed and organized by the Patriarchate and the Greek Community, with
funding from its leading members. This project included the interventions
in the monastery complex and the adjacent cemetery, as well as the building
of the Mouratiadeion Hospice for the Elderly, on a plot lying to the west of
the monastery, opposite its building complex, which in the end was never
realized. Architect of this ambitious project was the Alexandrian Greek
Toannis Nikolaidis!®, who was involved with the first branch of works in
the monastery, namely the church and the abbot's lodge, as well as with
the Hospice for the Elderly, designing a single austere, monumental, ma-
jestic and imposing composition with the features of Beaux-Arts eclectic
architecture, combining Neo-Byzantine, Neo-Romanesque and Neo-
fortress elements with those from more modern currents, such as Art-Deco.

The interventions in the first branch of the project were necessitated by
the structural-static problems that appeared at various points of the church
and the underlying Roman tower. These included the construction around
the tower of a new massive building with a magnificent ascent staircase on
its north side, for the purpose, beyond any practical importance and func-
tional utilization post hoc, of securing the static adequacy of the tower and
the church, as well as the re-arrangement of the interior of the tower so that
this could be used®. This work resulted in the complete concealment of the
tower; the monument essentially disappeared as it was incorporated in the
interior of the new building. The numerous spaces that resulted from the in-
terventions were used to house, apart from various “peculiar chapels under
various symbolic names”?', an “ Archaeological, ecclesiastical and icon Museum with
rich and precious material of recent antiquity, the Sacristy and the Confessional”*.

18. Solomonidis, Movr) Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, op. cit. (n. 12), 11.

19. For more details on the project and those responsible for it, the architect and the sponsors,
see Michail, “Recent History”, op. cit. (n. 5).

20. For the problems that appeared in the church in 1940 and the works carried out on the
building in the 1940s see Michail, “Recent History”, op. cit. (n. 5). Architectural plans of Niko-
laidis’s proposals have been published in Avauvnotikév Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 15-16.

21. Avauvnotikov Aimtvxov, op. cit. (n. 1), 33-34. For an analytical description of and travel guide
to the chapels (parekklesia) and the other pilgrim shrines of the church of St George see Solomonidis,
Movn Ayiov 'ewpyiov 3, op. cit. (n. 12), 86-102. The church itself is described in op. cit., 46-61.

22. Avauvnotikév Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 33-34. For an analytical description of the space
and the guidebook to the Museum see Solomonidis, Movn Ayiov I'ewpyiov 3, op. cit. (n. 12),
62-86 and Avauvnotikév Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 58-62.
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ktiopatoc. Ot moAvaoOpot xweot mov mpoékvay amnd T emeUPATELS
XONOLHOTO)ONKAV YIX V& OTEYROOLV, EKTOS ATtO dLAPooa “1dLOEELO Lo
naQekKANox VIO dladpOpovs CLUPOALKOS emwvvuiag”?, “Agxato-
AOYIKOV EKKANOLAOTIKOV KL ayloyoadikov Movoeiov pe TAoVOLoV Kat
TOAVTIHOV VAWKOV TNG €YYUS aQXaALlOTNTOS, LKEVOPUVAAKIOV KAl TO
EfopoAoyntrotov”?.

Ot gpyaotieg Eexivnoav tov Iavovapo tov 1943% e v katedagion
TV TIAAALOTEQWY, TWV AOXWV TOV AWV, TIQOOKTLOUATWY TOL VAo Kol
TOL TTUPYOL KAl eKTETAUEVES eKOKAPEG, oL omoleg édepav 0To Pwg
eEaQETIKA OoNUAVTIKA Aglpava TAAADOV KATATKELWV JADOQWYV
emoxwv. ITaga tig kaAéc mpobéoelg mov avaudlopnitnta vIexav To
KTNOLWAKA VT KATAAOLTIOL DEV AVAOKAPNKAYV OLUOTNHATIKA KoL dev
peAeTONKAV e TNV TTRETOVOA ETULOTNHOVLIKT) 00BAQOTNTA ATtO €OUKOVG,
TEAY U, BEPaia, OXL TAQRADOED Vi TNV £TOXT] KAl TIG OLVOT|KES VTIO TG
omoieg éywvav ot épevvec. Ta evorjpata efetdoOnkav ex TV eVOVTWV
amd TOUG OUVTEAEOTEC TOU £QYOU KAl OLAPOQOUS EQAOLTEXVEG,
agxaoAoyiCovteg Aoyilovg, o0mws o Evyéviog MixomAidne* xkat o
teQodLAKovVog AAEEaVDQOG LoAopHwVIdNG®, Kol 0T CLVEXELX KATA
TEQIMTWOT] KATAOTQAPN KAV TIROKELUEVOL ot B€0m TOLG V& YIvouv oL
véeg kataokevéc Tov kplONKav amagaltntes 1 “oavadelyOnioav”
evraypéva ONUIOLEYKA Kat pe Te0mo “oupBoAkd” ot véx aQxl-
TEKTOVIKN OUVOEOT).

Tavtdxoova pe ta éoya 0To vad VAomow|0nKe KAL) OLKOOOUTOT) TOV
Hyovueveiov, 10 0molo XAQAKTNELOTIKA TEQLYQAPETAL ATO TOV
ZoAopwvidn wg e&Ng : “Emti mAéov 1d6pvOnoav ev avtn (tn Movn): apxeta
evmpoowrnov Hyovueveiov pe 0da ta eSaptnuatd tov, emmAwuéva oda
Kat E0TOAOUEVA e PEYAANY VOLKOKVPOOVVNY, elval ¢ TO VEOODOTATOV
TOVTO KTipLov €idoc kaAAitexvixov ev utkpoypadia Movoeiov amo tng
ETUONHOV €10060V TOV UéEXPL TNG BUpac Tov TeAevTaiov opodov Tov, Tov
00nyovvToc mpog ta dwuata. Eic To KTIpLov TOUTO lval Kot 1) VEOODOTATOS
BiBAoOnxn tnc Movnc. “.

21. Avauvnotikov Aimtvxov, o.m. (onu.1), 33-34. AvaAvtikr) meoryoadr| kAt meQu)ynTikod
00N Y0 TWV MAQEKKANTIWV KO TV AOLTWYV TROOKLVINUATWV TOL vaoL tov Ayiov I'ewoyiov
BA. oto LoAopwvidng, Movn) Ayiov I'ewpyiov 3, o.m. (onu.12), 86-102. O dloc 0 vade TteQt-
Yoadetat 0.7, 46-61.

22. Avapvnotikov Aintvyov, o.1t. (onu.1), 33-34. AvaAvtikr] tegryoadr| Tov XwEouv Kat Tte-
oMyNTKo 0dnyo Tov Movoeiov BA. oto LoAopwvidng, Movi Ayiov I'ewpyiov 3, o.1t. (onw.12),
62-86 kat 0to Avapvnotikov Aintvyov, o.1t. (onu.1), 58-62.

23. Avapvnotikov Aintvyov, o.m. (onp.1), 31

24. BA. oxetka v ExOeon “mooc v A.0. Makaoiotnta Ianav kot Iatoidoxnv AAe-
Eavdoeiag Kov, Kov Xototodpogov B “entl twv avevgeDéviwy egetmtiowv ev mn Legd Movr)
tov Aytov I'ewgyilov IT. Kaigov” tov Evyeviov MixanAidn mov cuvtaxOnie “ev AdeEav-
dpeta ) 23N Magtiov 1943 (Avauvnotikov Aimtvxov, o.m. (onu.1), 36-50).

25. Lmoadikéc avadoEég 0Ta EVONHATH TWV avaokadV ToL AAeEAVOQOL LoAouwVdN
BA. ota LZoAopwviong, Movn Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, o.m. (onu.12), LZoAopwvidne, Movi Ayiov
T'ewpyiov 2, o.1t. (onW.12) kat, kKvolws oto Avauvnotikév Aimtvxov, o.1t. (onu.1).

26. Avauvnotikov Aimtvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 33-34.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

AiBovoa amnd To marald HOVOELO TNG LOVHG

Room in the old museum of the monastery

Works commenced in January 1943%, with the demolition of the earlier
— turn of the century — outbuildings of the church and the tower, and
extensive removals of earth, which brought to light extremely important
remains of old constructions of various periods. Despite the good intentions
that undoubtedly existed, these building remains were not excavated
systematically and were not studied with due scientific rigour by
specialists, a situation not unusual for the time and the circumstances in
which the investigations were made. The finds were examined by those
responsible for the project and various amateurs with literary leanings and
archaeological pretensions, such as Evgenios Michailidis* and hierodeacon
Alexandros Solomonidis®, and were then destroyed, as the case demanded,
in order to be replaced by the new constructions deemed essential, or were
“enhanced” by their creative incorporation in a “symbolic” manner in the
new architectural synthesis.

23. Avapvnotikov Aimtovxov, op. cit. (n. 1), 31.

24. Cf. Evgenios Michailidis’s Report “to His Holiness the Most Blessed Pope and Patriarch
of Alexandria Sire, Sire Christopher II” “upon the ruins found in the Holy Monastery of Saint
George CIT. of Cairo”, which was written “in Alexandria on 23 March 1943” (Avauvnotikov
Aimtvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 36-50).

25. For sporadic references to the finds from Alexandros Solomonidis’s excavations see
Solomonidis, Moviy Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, op. cit. (n. 12), Solomonidis, Movr) Ayiov I'ewpyiov 2,
op. cit. (n. 12) and, mainly, Avauvnotixév Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1).
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IMopdAANAa VAoTOMONKE KoL TO deVTEQO OKEAOS TOL £€0YOV, TTOV
adopovoe oTr dAUOEPwWOT TOL TEQBAAAOVTOG XWEOoL NG Movr|g Kot
™V owodopmn o tov “Neopwuaikopvlavtivov [epintépov”, evog eidovg
Hovoelov, oL TegLeixe éva cuvovOVAeLUA ekBepdTV amd Ta oToia
AAAa elxav peyaAn apxaoAoywkn afia kot aAdo 1tav evteAr
avTiyoada KAl ATMOMULUNOELS: aQXALOTNTEC PAQAWVIKTG, EAANVIKTG,
QWHATKNG, BLLAVTIVIG Kot QA BLKIG ETTOXTIG AVAULKTES LLE VEDTEQR €QYX
Cwyoadknic Kat YAUTITIKNG, T TIEQLOOOTEQN ATIO T&X OTIOLA TV [LIKONC
1 eAdxLoTnG KaAAtexvikng adlag, kat duadooa motkida AAAa evTeAT
avtikelpeva®. To DOTLTO AVTO HOVOELO TTEQLYQADEL TAQATTATIKA OTO
kat evotoxa o I. M. IlavaywtdmovAog oTic avavioels Tov ano v

2

emtlokePr) tov oto povaotiou “...Eva aAdo Movoeio, otnv daxpn tov
KNTov, OTNY avTIKpvl] TAevpd éxel kataptioer ki’ 0 Nyovuevoc o
onuepwvog - AyalOayyedoc Zapipne - xtiouata véa, moAvdaidala xat
TOUTQ, A0 KAUAPAKL O Kauapdxl, avaplOunta kauapaxia, téooapa
TIEVTE TETPAYWVIKA UETPA TO EVay, UTOPEL Kat AtyoTepa, MOAV oTevoywpa,
&va povoelo MPwTOTVTIO, €LKOvEG KU aydAuata, kauiac adiac ta
TePLOoOTEPQ, OVUPOALKE, OTIOV 0 TLOTOG uabaiver Told elvar 1 auaptia Kat
TOLG elval 1] apeTn) Kal TOLY TLU@PLX TOV TIEPLUEVEL, v TUXEL Vi
napacTpaTnoeL oto Opouo To dvokodo Tnc Cwic, Hia oElpd avaTa-
paotaoelc yu avOpwmove xwpic paviaoia, oAa awoOnta, Coviava, e to
uapuapo, pe o EVA0 pe TO MAvi, e TN Ypauun, Ue T0 XPOU, Hia TEXVN
anAn, anAoikn cwoTtoTEpa TEC, OV Oev éxel AAAN a&iwon tapd povaxa
va vrofaldel kat va S1daéeL..."*. v KATAOKELT] TOVL TEQLEQYOL ALTOV
KTnElov He Tovg MLEYIOKOUS KAl TOVS TEOVALOKOUGS Kol e TNV WOWOTLT)
OQOXLTEKTOVIKT] TOV, Le Ta veoPulavTivd kat Pevdodoovolard otoryeia,
TO 0TIOLO NTAV KTIOUEVO OTO 0010 TG WLokTNolag g Movr|g, dpatvetat
otL dev eixe avaprxBOel o NuoAaidne. Anuovgyos tov, Omws e
vreonPavela pag mAneodoel o LoAopwvidng, ftav o Hyovuevog
AvaBayyedoc: “Ta oxédia kat 1 eKTEAETIC TOV TEPIMTEPOV TOVTOV
avkovy anokAeloTikwe e1c tov Apxiulavdpitny) AyaOayyeAov, o oroiog
Tefeic el KEPAANC UEPLKWY EPYATOV EPEPEV EIG TLEPAS TO APLOTOVP Y-
patirov otkodounua”®. To idlo CLVERN KAL OTNV MEQITITWOT) TWV KNTIWYV,
OTIOL EKTOG ATtO TOLG JADQEOHOVS Kol TIC AAEEC IOV AVTIKATEOTNOAV
TOUG AaXavOKNTIOUG Kat ta dtddpoga aryQotikd Pondntika ktiopata,
ONHovLEYNONKAV dADOQES DAKOOUNTIKEG KATAOKEVES TOV TUTIOL TWV
follies Tng evpwmalikng knmotexviag tov 18ov kat tov 190v, KLEiwg,
aLdVA, oL 0TIOLEG AELTOVEYOVOAY WG TTROOKLVHHATA, OTtwS 0 'oAyo0Bdg,
T0 TAQEKKAT 00 TG PLYTC 0TV AlyUTITO, TO OTTHAQLO TOL AOKNTOV KATT,

27. AvaAvtucn tegryoadr) ev eldel egumyntikov 0d1yov PA. 0to LoAouwvidng, Movn Ayiov
Tewpyiov 1, o.mt. (onu.12).
28. Topdwva pe v meoryoadn) tov I M. IavaywwtdnovAov (Avauvnotikov Aimtvyov,

o.m. (onu.1), 100).
29. YoAouwvidng, Movi Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, o.m. (onu.12), 12.

I. Naog Koprjoews tng @eotoxov,

nagekkAr oo tov Kotuntneiov. Egyo tov A. BaoiAeiov
The church of the Dormition of the Virgin, parekklesion of the cemetery.
Work by D. Vasileiou.

Concurrently with the works on the church, works progressed on build-
ing the abbot's lodge, which is described characteristically by Solomonidis
as follows: “Furthermore they founded in this (Monastery): a quite handsome
abbot’s lodge with all its fixtures, fully furnished and decorated with great care
and attention, indeed this newly-erected building is a kind of artistic Museum in
miniature, from its formal entrance as far as the doorway of its last storey, the one
leading to the flat roofs. Inside this building is also the newly-formed Library of
the Monastery”*.

Alongside these works, the second branch of the project was
implemented, namely laying out the monastery grounds and erecting the
“Neo-Romano-Byzantine Pavilion”, a kind of museum which housed a
potpourri of exhibits, some of considerable archaeological value and others
shoddy replicas and imitations: antiquities of the Pharaonic, Greek, Roman,
Byzantine and Arab periods, mixed with later paintings and sculptures,
most of them of minor or minimal artistic merit, and an assortment of other
paltry objects?”. This peculiar museum is described vividly and aptly by L
M. Panagiotopoulos in his recollections of his visit to the monastery: “...
One other Museum, at the edge of the garden, on the opposite side has been set up

26. Avapvnotikov Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 33-34.
27. For an analytical description as a kind of travel guide see Solomonidis, Movn) Ayiov I'ewp-
yiov 1, op. cit. (n. 12).
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KAt Tov magakeipevov kowuntneiov®, to omoio o LoAopwvidng
meQryoddel we e&Ng: “IlapanAevpwc Tov TtepLéPyov ToVTOV KTLpiov (ev.
tov Neopw- paixkopvCavtivov [epimtépov) evpioketal to Kowuntnipiov, me-
pLTpt- yvptouévov pe agtbain 6évopa, pe morkida evwdn kat ToOAVX pwpa
avln, pe evbvteveic kabapovc dtodovs, to 0Aov de Tnc Talewe, NG
evpvOuiac kat tne apuoviag, paptvpovv TV KaAAttexvikny povxnv
eKkelvov, 0 0Totoc evertvevodn to wpaiov TovTo 0vVvoAov. KaeAAtéxvne kat
¢pLAdéoodoc, oporoyovuévawe, eivar o onuepvoc Hyovuevoc tne Movic.”! .

E. Otevrvnwolakéc oe éktaon Kot adoelg eMEUPATELS TTOL €YLVaV OTn
Movr) tov Avyiov Il'ewgyiov otnv meptodo 1940-1948 amoteAovv oadwg
OLVEXELX KAL ATIOKOQUPWHA TV €QYWV TIOL AQXLOAV OTIS aQX €S ToL 2000
awova. Omwg kat 0ta mEWTa €TOLKAL OTO OPLUOTEQR €0V DLATIUOTWVETAL,
lowg, pAAloTa - pe dedOpéV) TN dLVATOTNTA TOL €DLVE 1) TEQAOTLX
avTOTETOONON AAAL KAL) LLEYAAT OLKOVOULKT] EVHAQELX TNG EAANVIKTIC
KOLVOTNTAG, 1] OTtolx TOTE BOLOKOTAV OTO ATIOYELO TNG AKHUNG TG - O
peyaAvtego Paduod and ot ot dexaetia tov 1900, n mEobeon va
niapax Ol éva avuTtéoPANTO CUHPOAO TG dVVAUNG TOL EAANVITUOV AAAL
KQL TNG LTTEQOXNG TOL évavTtt AAAwV koot twv. Egyadeia yix v
emiTeLETN TOL OKOTTIOL AVTOV NTAV €TLOTG TO HEYEDOG KAl 1) TTOLOTNTAL TWV
KATAOKELWV KADWS KAL 1 KoL TTAAL EUTIVEVOLLEVT ATtd TNV €VEWTIATKN
HEYAAOAOTIKT] XQXLTEKTOVLIKT] HOQPOAOYIX TOUG, HE TIS KATAAANAES Vi
TO OUYKEKQLUEVO XWQO KALYIAX EVOt LEYAAO EKKAT)- OLAOTIKO £QY0 ETUAOYEC
mov Bacilovial 0To VEOQWHAVIKO Kat To veoulavtive ouOuod. Eva
Wwiaiteoa, €€ AAAOL, eVOXPEQOV XAQAKTN- QLOTIKO TWV £QYWV TG
TLEQLOOOL AVTHC TOL PAVEQWVEL T TIQOTUTIAX Kol TIC KATAPOAES TwV
ETUAOYV TV INULOVOYWV TOVG ELvaL 0 TAT|ONG TTAEOV LETAOXNUATIOUOG
TOL TMAAKLOV AYQOTIKOV XWQOL O ACTLKO KI|TTO.

Idlaiteoa, woTd0O, XENOLUA YA TNV KATAVONOT] TWV WEWV TOL
exPoalovtal oTig eMeUPATELS TTOL Eyvav ot Mov) Katd ) dekaetio
tov 1940, mtépa kat Tiow amnd g Wées kat Tig anopels mov eEédoale To
O TOo KUQLO AQXITEKTOVIKO €QYO0, OmMws avtd oxXedoOnke kat
vAomomOnie amd TOLE dNULOLEYOVS TOV, DL TOL ETLOTIIHOVOS KAl
KAAALTEX V) AQXLTEKTOVA, ELVAL OL DEVTEQEVOVOEG KATATKEVES, TA HLKQX
KTOpATA KAt oL dHOQPUOELS KAt O DAKOOUOG TwV LTTALOPIWV KAL TwV
E0WTEQLKV XWOWV, TOL OLVEAR[E kKt VAOToINoE “eTtl kePaAnc pepikwv
epyatav “ o nyovuevog AyaBdyyeAog, kabwg kat and ta kelpeva tov
AAelavdoov LoAopwvidn, mov dnuootevovial ot TOla, HOQPNS
XQOVIKOU Kol TAVTOXQOVA TIQOOKVLVNHATIKOV aAA& Kol TteQu)ynTikov
001 Y0V BpAia tov Tov elvat adregwpéva ot Movr®, Lta kelpeva autd

30. AvaAvtikn teprypadr] PA. oto oAopwvidng, Movi Ayiov I'ewpyiov 2, o.1t. (onu.12), 11-42.
31. Avapuvnotikov Aintvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 34

32. YoAopwvidng, Movhy Ayiov T'ewpyiov 1, o.mt. (onu.12), LoAopwvidng, Movi) Ayiov
Tewpyiov 2, o.1t. (onw.12) kwat Avauvnotikov Aimtvyov, o.m. (onu.1).

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Amo to eAAnViKd vekgotadeio oto Kaigo

From the Greek cemetery in Cairo

by the present abbot — Agathangelos Zarifis — new buildings, these too daedalic,
from little chamber to little chamber, four or five square metres each, perhaps less,
very cramped, an unusual museum, icons and statues, most of no value, symbolic,
where the believer learns what is sin and what is virtue, and what punishment
awaits him should he stray from the difficult path of life, a series of representations
for people without imagination, all felt, alive, with the marble, with wood, with
cloth, with line, with colour, a simple art, simplistic more correctly you say, which
has no other aspiration than simply to suggest and to teach...”?. It seems that
Nikolaidis was not involved in the construction of this strange building
with its turrets and cupolas, and its odd architecture with Neo-Byzantine
and pseudo-fortress features, which was built on the border of the
monastery property. Its creator, as Solomonidis proudly informs us, was
Abbot Agathangelos: “The plans and the execution of this pavilion belong
exclusively to Archim(andrite) Agathangelos, who, placed at the head of some
labourers, brought to pass this building masterpiece””. The same happened with

28. According to I. M. Panagiotopoulos’s description (Avauvnotixév Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 100).
29. Solomonidis, Movn Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, op. cit. (n. 12), 12.
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A6 0 eEAANVIKO vekQoTtadeio ato Kailgo

From the Greek cemetery in Cairo

0 YoappateVs kat tapiag e Movig meQryoddel avaAvtika Kat
oxoAlalet dl pakQWV pe YAapueo aAAd kat erutndevpévo VPog Ta
é0ya oV €yvav e TV TUEQWYV TOL OTN HETAVOLX TOV, Tat £QY0 TG
ONHLOLEYIAG TV OTOlWV VTMEEE 0 DLOC HAQTUG Kal, (0wg, T8 KATOL0
Pabud kat cvvepnvevomc. Amo To oLVOLACHO TG eEETAOTG TWV
DEVTEQEVOVOWY KATATKEVWY KoL TWV KEPHEVWY TEOKVTITOVY HLEQLKEC
EVOLAPEQOVUES TTAQATNQTOELS.

T600 OV AQXLTEKTOVIKT] TWV VEWV KTIOUATWY TG dEKAETIAC TOV
1940, 600 KAl OTNV AVTIHETWTLON TV KTNOLAKWV KATAAOLTIWV 1oL
EVTOTHOON KAV KATA TIS avaokadEg oL yvay Katd Tnv meplodo avt)
Kat 0TS dladoeg eKOETEIS TWV LOVOELAKWV, LE TNV EVEVTEQT €VVvoly,
ovAdoywv mov éywvav ot Movy eivar cadric pia mooomaOewx
dlaxelplomng Tov mageABOVTOG 0TV omolar CLVLTIAEXOLV dVo tdoes. H
TEWTI Amd ALTEG elval Hlax CUYXQOVT), TEOODEVTIKT] “EMOTNHOVIKT)”
tdon mov exdoaletal péoa amo UV, avamopevkta, Péfala,
10€0A0Y KT, TEOBOAN TNG LOTORIAS KAL TWV HUVNUEWV TNG HLE OKOTIO TOV
EKTIOALTIOHO AAAG KoL TN gopavTkr) atoOn Tk antdAavon. H tdon avt)
TMOEMEL Vo OPelAeTal OTIC AOTIKEC KATAPOAEC Kol otnv Todelo
O0QLOUEVWV ATIO T EUMAEKOPEVA OTA €QYQX TIQOOWTWYV, OTIWS A.X. TOV
Evyeviov MixamAidn, aAAd kat emotpuovov 0mws o I'edgylog Zwtneiov
kat 1 EAloaBet Aovkidvad, mov peAétnoav ) ovAAoYH TV ElKOVOV

the gardens, where, apart from the pathways and the arbours, which
replaced the vegetable gardens and the various ancillary farm buildings,
various decorative constructions were installed. Of similar type to the follies
encountered in European landscaped gardens of the eighteenth and mainly
the nineteenth century, these constructions functioned as pilgrim shrines,
such as Golgotha (Calvary), the chapel of the Flight into Egypt, the hermit’s
cave, etc., and served the adjacent cemetery®, which Solomonidis describes
as follows: “Alongside this strange building (i.e. the Neo-Romano-Byzantine
Pavilion) is the Cemetery, surrounded by evergreen trees, with a variety of fragrant
and colourful flowers, with straight clean pathways, the whole with order, rhythm
and harmony, bearing witness to the artistic soul of he who inspired this lovely
ensemble. Artist and philosopher, confessedly, is today’s Abbot of the Monastery.”>..

V. The extensive as well as impressive interventions scope in the monastery
of St George in the period 1940-1948 are clearly the continuation and climax
of the works started at the beginning of the twentieth century. As in the first
works, so in the later ones, the intention of producing an unsurpassable
symbol of the power of Hellenism, as well as of asserting its superiority over
other communities, can be ascertained. In fact, this was perhaps more
pronounced than in the 1900s, given the possibility that the enormous self-
confidence, as well as the great economic affluence of the Greek community,
then at its zenith, assured. Tools for achieving this goal were furthermore
the size and the quality of the constructions, as well as their morphology,
which once again was influenced by European haute-bourgeois architecture,
with the choices appropriate for the specific space and for a major
ecclesiastical project, choices based on the Neo-Romanesque and the Neo-
Byzantine order. Moreover, a particularly interesting characteristic of the
works of this period, which reveals the models and the roots of their
creators’ choices, is the now full transformation of the former rural space
into an urban garden.

Nonetheless, particularly critical for understanding the ideas expressed
in the interventions made in the monastery during the 1940s, above and be-
yond the ideas and views being expressed by the principal architectural proj-
ect itself, as this was designed and executed by its creators, through the
architect who was both scientist and artist, are the secondary constructions,
the small edifices and the arrangement and adornment of the outdoor and
the indoor spaces, conceived and applied by the abbot Agathangelos as “head
of some labourers”. These are evident too from the texts of Alexandros
Solomonidis, which are published in his three books devoted to the
monastery, which are in the form at once of a chronicle and a pilgrims’ guide
and a travel guide®. In these texts the secretary and treasurer of the

30. For an analytical description see Solomonidis, Movr} Ayiov I'ewpyiov 2, op. cit. (n. 12), 11-42.
31. Avapvnotikov Aintvxov, op. cit. (n. 1), 34

32. Solomonidis, Movn Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, op. cit. (n. 12), Solomonidis, Movn Ayiov I'ewpyiov
2, op. cit. (n. 12) and Avauvnotixov Aimtvyov, op. cit. (n. 1).

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO

83



texts 3+4.gxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:18 AM Page 14

84

wegs B -- |

H Qoaia ITVAn oto magekkAn oo twv Ayiwv Teooagdrovta Magtoowv péoca 0To QwHATK mMVEYo

The royal doors in the parekklesion of the Forty Holy Martyrs, inside the Roman tower

¢ Movnc®, kot otV emiQQoT oL TRETEL VA AOKNTAV 0T TIROTWTTA
aUTA& TO00 Ta TEKTALVOEVA 0To Ttapakelpevo Komtikd Movoelo, to
oTolo, UE ETUOTNUOVIKT] 00PaQOTNTA, TEOPAAE TNV TaQAdoOT TNg
KOTITIKIG KOWOTNTAS amd TNV omoia 11 EAANVoQB0ddo&n kowvotnta dev
Oa émpeme va votepel. H devtepn tdon ocuvdvalel TV magadooLokT)
avTANPn ya Tov LEQO XwWQEO, TOL 0oLV KVQL AELTOVQYIX TIQETEL VA
elval To TEOOKVVN A KL TNV XOT|0T] TOL Yot Hay NOUr] Kol TVEVHATLC
eEVPwon tov avOpwmov. XaQaKTNOOTIKA Yt ToV KaBoQlopd Tov
1de0A0Y KOV LTTOBAOQOL TV eMepPAoewV TG dekaetiag Tov 1940 oToug
XWOEOLG TOL OLKODOUIKOV OLYKQOTHHATOS TNS MoVr|g elval T TaQaKATw
Kelpeva tov ZoAopwvidon: “Anavta O¢ Ta OwudTIa TOV HECAioV 0p0POV
tov [Tvpyov xat tov Naov twv Ayiwv 40 ¢wtiCovtal pe apvdpd pata,
avadoya Tpoc T0 OAov apyalompenéc mepipaidov, xatanAntTovia,
KQTavoooovia, oaynvevovta Kat cvyKkvouvta tov eTuckéntny...”* kot “To
veopwuaikopvCavtivov mepintepov tnc lepac Movng... anoteldel ev Twv
peyaiwv tov Ivevuatikov IoATiopov épywv, omep fefatwver €K TNG
OVOTACEWG KL AvAAVOEWS QVTOV 0TL €V TN YVXT] TOV ONULOVPYTIOAVTOS
avtd Apxtu(avopitov) AyaBayyédov ovvomapyovy kat ta Tpia flouata:

33. XoAouwvidng, Moviy Ayiov I'ewpyiov 3, o.1t. (onp.12), 62.
34. Avauvnotikov Aintvyov, o.mt. (onp.1), 61.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

monastery describes in detail and comments at length, in an eloquent as well
as affected style, on the works being undertaken in his day in his repentance,
the works of creation of which he was himself witness and, perhaps, to some
degree co-inspirer. From the combined examination of the secondary con-
structions and the texts, some interesting observations emerge.

In the architecture of the new buildings of the 1940s and in the treatment
of the building remains brought to light in the excavations conducted in this
period, as well as in the various exhibitions of the museum collections, in the
widest sense, mounted in the monastery, there is a clear endeavour to
manage the past, in which two trends coexist. The first is a modern,
progressive, “scientific” trend, which is expressed through an unavoidably
ideological projection of the history and its monuments, with the dual aim
of inculcating cultural values and achieving romantic aesthetic pleasure. This
trend must be due to the bourgeois roots and the education of some of the
persons involved in the works, such as Evgenios Michailidis, but also
scholars, such as Georgios Soteriou and Elisavet Loukianov, who studied the
monastery’s icon collection®, and to the influence exerted on these persons
by developments in the nearby Coptic Museum, which conveyed with

33. Solomonidis, Movn) Ayiov I'ewpyiov 3, op. cit. (n. 12), 62.
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T0 OpnoKeVTIKOVY, TO aloOnNTIKOV Kat To piAocopikov.”*. O cuvdLaoHOS
TIAAQLOV KAl TUYX00VWV aQXWV Kol amopewVv pmogel va evrorodel ko
OTOVG OTOXOUG TWV EMEUPBATEWV OV VAomomOnkav ot dekaetia tov
1940 otov megIpaAAovTa XwEo s Movr|g, otomoleg Ppatvetal OtL éyvay
HE OKOTIO TOV YVWOTO OTNV EKKANOIAOTIKN TTAQAdooT Kafaylaoud tov
XWQEOL*, ge cLVdLATUO ad eVOg e TN DTPAALTT) TOL évavTt TavdV
éEwBev PAEYewV Kat pe Tov eEwpaiopd kal v atoOntur, ovudwva pe
T TMEOTLTA TNG €mMOXNG, avaPdOuion tov. Avddoya modypoata
dLATLOTOVOVTAL OTO WEOAOYIKO VTOPAOEO TWV JAHOQPWTEWY TwWV
E0WTEQLKWV XWQWV TOL OLYKQOTHUATOGC, OLOTOLES, OTIWS TTQOKVTITEL ATIO
ta dixOéoua ototyela, elxav oTtOXOLS MARAAANAQ e TOV eEWQEAIOUO,
ad evog va ddalovv nlud kat va BePatwoovy TNy aAnBeta g totng
Kat ad €TéQOL va TOVWOOoLV To €OVIKO ovvaloOnua KAt va mLoTo-
TO)OOLV TN OLVEXELX TOV EAATIVIOUOD 0TV ALYUTITO KAL TIG LOTOQIKEG
oL allwoelg otov tomo. To 1958, déka xoovia HeTd TNV 0AOKATIQWOT
TWV EQYATLWNV OTO OLKODOLLLKO OLYKQOTN A TNG MoV, e dedOUEVES TIC
ToALTikég eEeAlEelc TV agxwV g dekaetiag Tov 1950 mov elxorv 101
avaTEEéPEL AQONV TA TRAYHATA YL TNV EAANVIKN TaQoukiot 0T Xwoa
tov NelAdov kat moomabwvtag (Owe, PEoW TOL TIROUE- TALQLOLOD TWV
evtoTtiwy, va TEOA&PeL XewpdTepa devd, 0 AAEEAVOQOG YoAopwvidng
mEOPAAeL ek péQOLS TG eAANVOEOGd0ENG KOVOTNTAG éva VEO HIVUUG
miov Ba pmoovoav ta €Qya oL €ytvav ot Movr) TNV emoxT) TG aKUNG
va oteidovy. Enuelwvet €toL xapaktnototika: “To de AafvpvBwdec KkTi-
plov, ev popdn vmoyeiwy 610dwv, To petalv e ExkAnoiac tov Ay. I'ewpyiov
kar tov Kowuntnpiov, eyxAeier allompooexta xar OAwC TMPWTOTUTIA
apekkANOL®, E0TOAOUEVA KoL AUTH Ue ToLKIAq ovufoAIKd avTikeipyeva,
nipoxalovvta Pabceiav oxéPy evdafelac kat pvotikiopov. Eig to tunua
TOUTO dvoTavpovTaL 1 eOVIKN eAANVIKN apxaldTne ue TNy Gapawvikny
ETOXNY KaL pe avtov Tovtov tov Xptotiaviopov. [epiepyov kpapua diadopwv
QVTIKELPLEVWY ATO TWV apXaiwv xpovwv UéExpL e eAANVopwuaixne Kat
xplotiavopovoovAuavikne eroxne. To Movoeiov TovTo miotonotel, 0Tt oAot
ot avBpwTior EAxovy TNV Kataywyny twv ek tov Adau xat e Evac tng
HaAawag AwaOnxne kar ot dvvavtal, av 0édovy, va Covv ev mAatoiw
adeApwaovvne, ayannc kat elpnvne.” .

35. YoAouwvidng, Movni Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, o.m. (onu.12), 10-11.

36. T tov kaBaytaopd tov xweov ot Pulavtivr taddoon PA. medxeoa Alexei Lidov
(ed.), Hierotopy.The Creation of Sacred Spaces in Byzantium and Medieval Russia, Moscow 2006.
37. Avauvnotikov Aintvyov, o.m. (onu.1), 33-34.

scholarly sobriety the tradition of the Coptic community, which the Greek
Orthodox community should not lag behind. The second trend combines the
traditional perception of sacred space, principal function of which should be
veneration and its use for man’s moral and spiritual exaltation. Characteristic
for defining the ideological substrate of the interventions in the spaces of the
monastery building complex in the 1940s is the following text by
Solomonidis: “And all the rooms of the middle storey of the Tower and of the Church
of the Forty Saints are illumined with faint lights, appropriate to the whole archaistic
environment, surprising, piercing the heart, enrapturing and moving the visitor...””*,
and “The Neo-Romano-Byzantine pavilion of the Holy Monastery ...is one of the
great works of Spiritual Civilization, which confirms from the constitution and
analysis of this that in the soul of its creator Archim(andrite) Agathangelos coexist
the three lived experiences: the religious, the aesthetic and the philosophical”®. The
combination of old and modern principles and views can be identified too
in the aims of the interventions made in the 1940s in the monastery grounds,
which seem to have been to achieve the sanctification of the space, well-
known in ecclesiastical tradition®, in combination with safeguarding it
against possible external claims and with upgrading it by improving it
aesthetically, in accordance with the models of the time. An analogous
motivation is ascertained in the ideological underpinning of the
arrangements of the internal spaces of the monastic complex, which, as the
available data show, had aims parallel to aesthetic improvement, on the one
hand to teach morally and to confirm the truth of the faith, and on the other
to boost the national sentiment and to affirm the continuity of Hellenism in
Egypt and its historical entitlements there. In 1958, ten years after completion
of works in the monastery complex, given the political developments in the
early 1950s, which had already overturned the status quo for the Greek
community in the land of the Nile, and trying perhaps, through the affiliation
of the locals, to pre-empt worse hardships, Alexandros Solomonidis
promotes on behalf of the Greek Orthodox community a new message that
the works carried out in the period of zenith could send. Thus, he notes
characteristically: “The labyrinthine building, in the form of underground passages,
between the Church of St George and the Cemetery, encloses notable and wholly
original chapels, these too adorned with diverse symbolic objects, evoking profound
thought of piety and mysticism. In this part, pagan Hellenic antiquity crosses with
the Pharaonic period and with this Christianity. A strange amalgam of various objects
from ancient times until the Graeco-Roman and the Christian-Muslim period. This
Museum affirms that all men draw their origin from Adam and Eve of the Old
Testament, and that they have the potential, if they wish, to live in a framework of
fraternity, love and peace”¥ .

34. Avauvnotikov Aimtvxov, op. cit. (n. 1), 61.

35. Solomonidis, Movn} Ayiov I'ewpyiov 1, op. cit. (n. 12), 10-11.

36. For the sanctification of space in Byzantine tradition see passim Alexei Lidov (ed.), Hiero-
topy. The Creation of Sacred Spaces in Byzantium and Medieval Russia, Moscow 2006.

37. Avauvnotikov Aintvyov, op. cit. (n. 1), 33-34.
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H Neotepn Iotopota tov Naov tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov oto ITaAaid Kaigo

The Recent History of the Church of Saint George in Old Cairo

I'ecooylog MixomA

AgxLtékTwv
MSc ITgootaoia Mvnueiwv EMII
Zuvtnonon kat Anokatagtaot Iotogucwv Ktigiwv kat ZuvoAwv

H ovon g EAANvikrc Kowvotntag Kaigov to 1904 onuatoddtnoe
™V €vaQ&n TG O YOVILNG XQXLITEKTOVIKI|G -Kat OXL HOVO- TTEQLOdOL TOL
eAANVIoHOU Tov Kaipov, mov Oa duagkéoet HéXOL T TEAN TG dekaeTiog
Tov ‘40. ZuYKEVTOWVOVTAG Ta amaaitnTa kePpaAao amd dweég Kat eQd-
voug, o [Natpuagyeio katddeove vat OAOKANQWVEL LLe emiTu)in dukoQox ot
KOOOLLKA €QYat, 1) KALUAKA TV OTIOWWV EVTLTIWOLALEL AKOLLT) KOtL OT)LLEQA.

I'vwoiCovpe OtL 0 vadg ota TéAn Tov 190v awwva tav pukedteQog, Atl-
0oduNTOC e EVALVO TEOVAO, KTIOUEVOG ETTL TOL [FOQELOVL QWHATKOV TTVEYOU,
OTO AVATOALKO HEQOC AVTOV, EVE XAUNAOTEQA LTINEXAV KAt AAAOL XQOL
XOLoTLAVIKTG AaTelng.

Yrg 17 Avyovotov to 1904 o vadg kataotoadnke and nugkaytd. g
AQXLTEKTOVAG TG avotkodopnong ogiotnke o NuwoAaog Kaiong, o omtoiog
TEOEPRT ot HeAétn Tov véou vaov.

O ITvoyog dungeitat orjpepa o€ Téooepa emimteda. To katwTeQo, kabwg
KAL TUNHUATA TOV VTTEQKELEVOD, TV TIAE0V adavt] Kat AOUOVIUEVH
KATw amd petayevéotees emixwoels. O ITvgyog éxet dikpetoo 27 W., Xw-
QlleTaL 0€ OKTW TUNHATA HEOW TWV AKTWVWTA DATETAYHEVWY EYKAQTIWV
TolXwv, Taxovs 1,5 W, éva ek Twv oTolwv amoteAEl TO KAIHAKOOTATLO.
210 kévto tov ITvgyou duxplopdavetat xweog dtaptétoov 10 L.

H agykr] popdn} tov vaov, 0Ttws TV 00apaTlOTaV 0 AQXLTEKTOVAG, OLé-
eoe ONUAVTIKA ATIO TO TEAUKO ATIOTEAEOUA. LOUPWVA PE T AQXIKA OXE-
Ox 0 vadg Ba 1)ty KUKAUKOG 0 KATOYN, e XAQAKTNOLOTIKA OTALQOELOOVG.
To kKVAWDdEWO T A O XwELloTay oe dVo TUpaTa Kad' vPog, To Kat-
TEQO KUKALKO, £V TO v TeQo oe oxNHa otavov. O Iatoiaoxng Pwrtiog,

Georgios Michail

Architect
MSc Protection of Monuments NTUA
Conservation and Restoration of Historic Buildings and Sites

The founding of the Greek Community of Cairo in 1904 signalled the be-
ginning of the most fertile architectural — and not only — period of Cairo Hel-
lenism, which was to last until the late 1940s. Accruing the necessary capital
from donations and collections, the Patriarchate succeeded in completing
various building projects, the scale of which is impressive even today.

We know that in the late nineteenth century the church of St George was
smaller, stone-built with wooden dome, located on top of the east part of the
north Roman tower, and that lower down there were other Christian places
of worship.

On 17 August 1904 the church was destroyed by fire. Nikolaos Kairis was
appointed as architect of the rebuilding, and proceeded to prepare the study
for the new church.

Today the tower is divided into four levels. The lowest, as well as parts of
the overlying one, were now unseen and forgotten, under later fill. The
tower, 27 m. in diameter, is partitioned into eight sectors by cross walls, 1.50
m. thick, in radiate arrangement, one of which is the staircase. At the centre
of the tower is a space 10 m. in diameter.

The initial form of the church, as envisaged by the architect, differed sig-
nificantly from the final result. According to the original plans, it was to be
circular in plan, with features of a cruciform church. The cylindrical part was
to be divided into two parts height-wise, the lower circular and the upper
cross-shaped. However, Patriarch Photios preferred and proposed a purely
circular form. Despite the architect’s ojections that this form would create
insurmountable technical problems during its construction, the Patriarch’s

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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OHWG TEOTLOVOE KL TOOTELVE i kKaOapd kKUkALKY| podr). [Taod tnv
Aoy oL AQXLTEKTOVA OTLT] HoEdT) arvtr) O dNpovEyovoe avuTTEQRAN T
TEXVIKA TOOPATUATA KATK TN KATaokevr), 1) medtaot) tov Iatoidoxn emi-
KQAtnoe kat 1) peAétn toomoromjdnke. O vads oL KATAOKEVATTIKE V-
TACOETAL OTOV TUTIO TOV TEQIKEVTQOL KUKAIKOU HE TQOVAO.

H emtidoyr) g kukAnic diapoodpwong opelotay ad’ evog ot deopev-
TIKY) HoEOPT| TS KUKAWKNS kKdToymg tov ITvgyov kat adetégov eEvmne-
Tov0Ee TNV WEa VOGS ONUELOAOYLKOV CUHBOALTHOU TOU VoL wg TOTOL
tapTupiov 1) tadr|c. H xvrAkr) poodn akoAovOnoe ta magadelyporto tov
MavowAeiov g Santa Constanza ot Paoun tov 4ov awwva p.X., tov San
Stefano Rotondo tg Potovtag ot OecoaAovikn, kabws KoL ToL KUKA OV
Vaov, ToL eI HAQTLOA TNG TMEWLUNG XOLOTIAVIKNG £TtOXT]S, Aylov Bi-
taAiov ot Papévva.

O véog vaog EexpLle e TO AQXITEKTOVIKO VPOC TOV, aAAX KLEIWS He
0 Hé€yeOOC Tov, 0To 0XEdOV eQNkO ToTtio Tov ITaAaiov Kaigov exeivng
G €mOX1]G. ATTOTEAOVOE TOV EWTO TUYXQOVO EKKATOLAOTIKO €QYO HEOW
oL 0TIOLOL 1) EAANVOEOBDOET KoWVOTTA TOApOVOE Vo TtooPANOEL KoL va
KAVEL EVTOVA AloOnTr) TNV TAQovoin TNG HET& amo awwves, 0éAovtac va
QAVTUKATOTITOIOEL TV AVETITUYUEVT] KAL EVNLEQOVOA EAANVIKT| TtxQOK X
TV aQXwV oL 2000 awva.

Ta eyratvia tov Naov éywvav v 1 NoepBoiov 1909. H kataokevr| tov
KTolov egLeAdupBave TéQ ATO TNV OLKODOUTOT) TOL KUALVOQIKOU TL-
HATOG OTIWE AUTO ELVAL 0QATO OTIUEQQ, TNV APAIQEDT] AQKETWV VEOTEQWYV
MEOTONKWV Ao T vVTIoAoLTta emiTteda Tov [TvEYov, TV eTtévdvon Katd
TOTOVG TNG QWA G ALOODOTS e TVUYXQOVN, KaOwS KaL TV 1teood1kn
VOTLOdLTLKOV £EWTEQLKOV TOLXOV LLE KLOVOOTOLY (Ot

O vadg, dmwe tov avTikQICOVHE Kt ONUEQR, eval KATAOKEVATHEVOS
AV 0€ TAGKA OKLEODEATOG TtoL edpdletat dvw oto ITvgyo. I'tveta
xonon peyaAwv Aa&evtav aoPeotdABwv yo v Atbodopr), 1) omoia €xet
Tdexog megimov 0,70 . kat prdver oe Upog ta 10 W meQieTokd kKo tax 24
LL. OTO AV@TATO OTELO TOL TEOVAOV.

AxoAovOeltat 1 HOEPOAOYIX TWV VTOKEEVWV ETUTTEDWV HE TOV XWQL-
OUO TG KUKALKNS KATOYNG 0€ OKTW TUNUATA, OTOLXELD TTOL LTIHREE PaTkod
0N dIXHORPWOT) TNS KATOYNG TOL VAoV, Le avTIoTOLX(d e TOUG £YKAQO-
ovg tolxovg tov ITvgyov, TNV 0QoPT] PEQOLY OKTW EYKAQOIAX AKTIVWTX
16&a, T ool PEQOuV 0T OLVEXELX OKTW 0TavEoOOAL. Ot okt Kloveg
YeduowvovTal e TOEX DAHOQPWVOVTAG ECWTEQIKA UL KUKALKT] KLOVO-
ototxia. Etvat emixolopévol pe texvotpornio amoplipnongs puotkov Albov,
éxovv dudpetoo 0,70 . kat pEgovv ot KoQUPT| TOUG peydAa oLVOeTa KLo-
VOKQOVAL 0€ XOWHA XQLoOU, dlaotaoewy mtegirov 1.40 X 1.20 .

H eowrtepkr| klovoototyia Gpéget TopTavo UPoug 5 . TTov e TN OEpQ
Tov Pépet Tov TEOoVAO dlapétoov 12 . To TopTarvo dixOétet dexaéEL dpola
HovoAofa towtd avolypatoa. Kevtowkd deomdlel 1 etdva tov Tavro-
KQATOQA TLEQIKUKAWHEVT] ATO OKTW Y YeAUES HOQDES Kat HeTalD TV
QAVOLYHATWY TOL TUUTIAVOL oLVAVTALLE dekaéll ayloyoadies, OAa éoya
touv Kwvotavtivou ITag0évn.

O vade duaBétet pia €lo0do HEOW TOL HETAYEVEOTEQOL VAQON KA, kaBwg

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

I. Naog Ayiov l'ewoyiov (Potovrta) otn @eooalovikn
The church of St George (Rotunda) in Thessaloniki

proposal prevailed and the design was modified. The church that was built
is of the central plan/rotunda type with dome.

The choice of the circular formation on the one hand was due to the con-
straint of the circular plan of the tower, and on the other served the idea of a
semeiological symbolism of the church as locus of martyrdom or burial. The
circular form followed the examples of the fourth-century Mausoleum of
Santa Constanza in Rome, of the San Stefano Rotondo and of the Rotunda in
Thessaloniki, as well as of the circular church, likewise of an Early Christian
martyr, of San Vitale in Ravenna.

The new church was distinguished not only by its architecture, but also
and primarily by its size, in the virtually desert landscape of Old Cairo at
that time. It was the first modern ecclesiastical project through which the
Greek Orthodox community dared to project itself and to make its presence
felt after centuries. It was intended to reflect the standing of the progressive
and prosperous Greek community in the early twentieth century.

The church was consecrated on 1 November 1909. Construction of the
building included not only the cylindrical part, as this is visible today, but
also the removal of several later additions from the other levels of the tower,
revetting in places of the Roman walling with modern stone masonry, as well
as the addition of a southwest external wall with colonnade.

The church, as we behold it today, is built upon a concrete slab bedded
upon the tower. Large ashlar blocks of limestone have been used in the
masonry, which is approximately 0.70 m. thick and reaches a height of 10 m.
around the perimeter and 24 m. at the apex of the dome.

The configuration of the underlying levels is followed, with separation of
the circular plan into eight sections, a basic element in the formation of the
ground plan of the church. In correspondence to the transverse walls of the
tower, the ceiling has eight transverse radiate arches, supporting eight cross-
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O Ayiog BitaAiog otn Papévva

The church of San Vitale in Ravenna.

KAl AAAEG TEOOEQLS TIEQLUETOIKA OHOLEG TOEWTEG TTOAEG, pia pKQOTEQN
€VTOG TOV LEQOD Pripatog, déka dpox maduoa Kat éva TeiAofo ota du-
tued. OAa tar avotypata dixO€touv EVA VA KOLPWUATA UE PUKQES YUAAL-
veg MOAVXQwueg emidpdvetec. H avaloyla twv avorypatwy meog
ABodopr| elval aQKETA HIKQON KoL 0 OLVOVAOUO HE TO HeYAAO Uog Tov
VaoU dMNHLOVEYEL Eva OKOTEWVO TIEQLBAAAOV TTOL DNULOVEYEL OTOV ETLOKE-
nitn éva aloOnpa pvotnlov kat déoug.

2£T0 VOTIO THTHA VTTAQXEL KALHAKX TTOL 0d1)YEL OTO KATWTEQX ETTITIEdR,
ETUTOETIOVTAG TNV ETUKOVWVIX HLE T TAQEKKAT|TIx €VTOG Tov [TUgyov. O¢-
AOVTAG 0 AQXITEKTOVAG ETILONG VA TIQOBAAEL TNV LOTOQLKT] alax TOL VELAD-
HETQOL DAUOQPWOE OTO KEVTOO TOL VAOU AVOLYHO O OXTHA OKTAYWVOU,
TO OTIO(0 DATTEQVA OAC Tt ETUTIEDAX KAL KATAAT]YELOTO EQUIVEVOEV G VEL-
AOUETOO OTO KATWTATO ETUTEDO TOL TTOHEYOU.

To téumAo éxetvpog 4 . kat elvat kataokeLAopéVo amd Atdodopr), pe
TEXVOTQOTIA amopiunong puoucov AiBov, amoteAeitatl amd tola tofwta
oe Katoyn pépn. Lta dVo avolyovTal 1 VOt kat FOgela TTUAT eV 0TO
peoaio n woaia TUAT, eV exatéowev avTrig TEoPAAAOLY dVO ApBwved.

E&wteoika ot teoool o€ QOAO HIKQWV avTNEWY, CLYKEATOVV Al He
peTaAA k) Ttepldeon ) Atbodopr), eva exatéowOev AWV TWV avorypi-
TWV JLAHOQPOVOVTAL TAQAOTADES TIOL PEQOLV ETUKQAVA TIOV TAQATTEL-
TIOLV O€ LVIKO QUOUO.

Yan dexaetio tov 1920 kataokeLAOTIKE UKQO KWOWVOOTAC10 0T B€0m
TOL OTUEQLVOU HeYAAVTEQOL kat TO 1926 toroOetriOnke to EVAGYAvTTTO
KOLPOVKALO TG eucovag tov Aylov 'ewpylov mov dirowbnke and v
TLEKAYLX TOL VAO.

rrig apxég g dekaetiag tov 1940 epdaviotnray ta mEwTa TEOPAT-
pata kaOlnoewy, kKuolws otnNVv e£WTEQLKT] KIOVOOTOLX(A, KAL dAXTIUOTW-
Onice N ko) Katdotaon Twv kApdkwv Tov 1909. 'eyovog mov odrjynoe

vaults. The eight columns are spanned by arches, forming an internal circular
colonnade. The columns, coated with stucco imitating stone, are 0.70 m. in
diameter and are crowned by large composite capitals of golden colour,
measuring approximately 1.40 x 1.20 m.

The internal colonnade bears a tympanum 5 m. high, which in its turn
bears the dome, 12 m. in diameter. There are sixteen identical single-lobe
arched openings in the tympanum. Dominant at the centre of the dome is
the image of Christ Pantocrator, surrounded by eight angelic figures, while
in the lunettes of the tympanum are sixteen holy images, all painted by Con-
stantinos Parthenis.

The church has one entrance through the later narthex, as well as four other
entrances in the form of arched portals around the perimeter, a smaller one
inside the holy bema, ten identical windows and one trilobe window on the
west side. All the openings have wooden frames with small panes of coloured
glass. The ratio of openings to masonry is quite small and in conjunction with
the great height of the church creates a dark environment, evoking a sense
of mystery and awe in the visitor.

In the south part is a staircase leading down to the lower levels, permitting
communication with the chapels (parekklesia) inside the tower. In his endeav-
our to project also the historical value of the Nilometer, the architect formed
at the centre of the church an octagonal opening that passes through all the
levels and ends at what is interpreted as the Nilometer, in the lowest level of
the tower.

The iconostasis is 4 m. high and built of stone masonry, in a style imitating
natural stone. It consists of three parts of apsidal plan; in two open the south
and the north portal, while in the middle are the royal doors, with an ambo
projecting on either side of them.

On the exterior, the piers play the role of small buttresses, holding in place
— together with the metal binding — the stone masonry, while on either side
of all the openings are pilasters with capitals recalling the Ionic order.

In the 1920s a small bell-tower was built on the site of the present larger
one, and in 1926 the wood-carved baldachin was placed over the icon of St
George, which was rescued from the fire in the church.

In the early 1940s the first problems of subsidence appeared, mainly in the
external colonnade, and the poor state of the staircases of 1909 was ascer-
tained. This led to the demolition of these constructions and the bell-tower.
It also presented the opportunity for initiating a wider building programme
on the property of the Patriarchate, both inside and outside the fortress. So,
it was decided to construct new staircases, a new Priory (Hegoumeneion),
as well as the Mouratiadeion Home for the Elderly, on a plot adjacent to the
Fortress, on the opposite side of the railway track, earlier a bed of the River
Nile and now a line of the Metro system.

The architectural study of the staircases and the precinct wall was prepared
by the Alexandrian architect loannis Nikolaidis. The project was funded by
Theodoros Kotsikas, then President of the Greek Community of Cairo, his
wife Despoina (née Benaki), as well as Constantinos Mouratiadis, then
President of the Greek Red Cross, with his wife Aikaterini (née Karatheodori).
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O te0vA0G TOV varov otov Ayio I'ewoyto MaAatov Kaigov
The dome of the church of St George in Old Cairo

0NV KATedAPLoT) AUTWV Kotk Tov kwdwvootaoiov. Etot d60mie 1) evkougio
Yix TV €vapEn eVOg VEUTEQOL OLKODOLKOV TIQOYQAUATOS 0TIV DIOKTN-
ola tov INatpugyeiov eviog aAA& kat extdg Tov Poovpiov. AtopacioTnike
AoLTIOV 1] KaTaokeun] VEwV KAHAKwY, véov Hyouvpevelov kaBOdg kat tov
Movopatiadeiov I'npokopeiov oe oucdmedo magakeipevo tov Poovplov,
OV ATéVavTL TAELOA TG OLOTQOOQOMKNIS YOAUUTS, TAAXRLOTEQT) KOLTT)
oL ToTA oV NelAov KAt ONUEQLVT] YOOUUT] TOL HETQO.

Tnv aoxitekToVIKT) LEAETN TV KALUAKWYV KoL TOL TeQBOAOL ekTTOVNOE
0 aAeEavdovoc apxttéktovag Iwdvvng NikoAaidne. To égyo xonpatodo-
moav 0 Oeddwpog Kdotoueag, tote mpdedpog e EAANviknc Koot tag
Kaigov, N o0luyds tov Aéomorva Mmevdacr), kaOdg kat o Kwvotavtivog
Movgartiadng, tote 1ededoog tov EAANviKov Egubgot Xtavov, pe ) ov-
Cuyo tov Aucartepivr KapaBeodwon).

O aQXITEKTOVOGS KATAVOWVTAS TV LOTOQLKT] OO0t TOL XWEOL Kt O€-
Aovtag va tovioel v eAAnvucotnta tov Iatouxpxelov, aAA& ko va
OULVOVACEL UE TNV VPLOTAUEVT] QWHATKT] aQXLTeKTOVIKT) Tov [Tugyov, emé-
Aee Vo ELOAYEL OTOV XWOO AQKETA eVOLAPEQOVTA EKAEKTIKIOTIKA OTOL-
xelo. Anovgynoe €totl éva aQXLTEKTOVIKO OUVOAO e EVTOVES ETIQQOEC
amo o kivipa Beaux-Arts, tov omotov ot agx€g €detyvav va eEumrnoeTovv
TOUG HOQPOAOYIKOVS TOL OTOXOUG.

Avadopnoe v katedadplobeion eEWTEQLKT) KIOVOOTOLX (A UE TILO OV~
oty LOQdT] KAt e T TRoo Ok HEYAAOL AVOLYHATOS OTA VOTIA, (OOTE Vo
etva opatdg o ITvpyog amd v e&wtepikr| OYm. Evétale oe autdv agreta
otowxelo Omws N véa tofooToly ot 0T VOTIOOUTUKA HLE XOT)OT) KAATIKWV/Qw-
UtV ototyeiwv, TNV 0EVKOQLPT dUTLK] TUAT) ETINQEACUEVT) AT TV LO-
AQLLUKT]) AQXITEKTOVIKT), TO BOQELOOVLTIKO TOIAOBO AVOLY X ETINQEATHEVO ATIO
Vv BulavTivr agyttektovikr). Ta magamavw amoteAovv LOVO HEQIKA Ttor-
QOOELY AT ATTO TNV EKAEKTIKLOTIKT) AQXLTEKTOVIKT) TOL £EWTEQLKOV TOLXOV.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Understanding the historical significance of the space and wishing to em-
phasize the Greek identity of the Patriarchate, as well as to combine this with
the existing Roman architecture of the tower, the architect opted to introduce
several interesting eclectic features. Thus, he created an architectural unity
with strong influences from the Beaux-Arts movement, the principles of
which apparently served his formalistic goals.

He rebuilt the demolished external colonnade in more compact form and
added a large opening to the south, so that the tower was visible from the
outside. In this he incorporated several elements, such as the new colonnade
to the southwest, using Classical/Roman elements, the ogee arch of the west
portal, influenced by Islamic architecture, the northwest trilobe opening, in-
fluenced by Byzantine architecture. These are just a few examples from the
Eclectic architecture of the outside wall.

The staircases were constructed with the centre of the church as reference
point, creating new spaces below and on either side of them. Faithfully ob-
serving a ranking of spaces, as well as a symmetry, the ascent is via two stair-
cases leading to an intermediate landing, from where a central staircase leads
to the highest level, where two other symmetrical staircases tangential to the
tower lead to the modern church of St George. The architecture of the stair-
cases could be described as monumental, evoking admiration of both their
form and size, which draws inspiration from ancient Greek and Egyptian
morphology, enriched with semeiotic elements of the Christian tradition.

The form of the narthex, on the northwest front of which, central to the
symmetrical staircases, is the sculpted icon of the honoured saint, alludes to
an ancient temple, with antae bearing a Doric entablature.

At the same time, the new bell-tower was added, which pierces the skyline
of Old Cairo to this day.

On the now restored level underlying the church there was an ecclesiastical
museum and library, while on the level immediately beneath, the church of
the Forty Holy Martyrs was restored, as seen today. On the lowest level, the
chapels (parekklesia) of the Sts Theodore and of the Prison of St George were
founded. Chapels were also founded around the tower, of the Chain, of the
Holy Apostles and of St Christopher.

Works ended in 1948, leaving several “loose ends”, still visible today. A
period of intense political upheavals followed in Egypt, climax of which was
the Military Uprising of 1952 and the expulsion of King Faruk I by the move-
ment of Free Officers.

The change, some sixty years ago, in the status quo for foreign nationals in
Egypt created unease in the Greek community. The nationalization of prop-
erties and the redistribution of agricultural land dealt the final blow to Egypt-
ian Hellenism. A large number of Greeks from Egypt (Egyptiots) returned to
Greece, abandoning the land that had been their home for centuries.

During these sixty years the monastery and the church have changed little.
Maintenance by the Patriarchate, with the meagre means at its disposal,
merely slowed down wear and tear. The rise in the water table, due to the
rise in the population of the country, and particularly in the megalopolis of
Cairo, outcome of gravitation to the city, flooded the lowest level of the tower,
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H kataokeur] twv kAlpdkwv akoAovOnoe pia xaooaln pe onpeio ava-
($H0QAC TO KEVTEO TOL VAOL KL dNULOVQYNOE VEOUS XWEOUS KATWOEV kat
exatépwOev avtwv. TNEWVTAS TOTA LA LEEAQXNOT] TWV XWowV, kKabwg
KA Lot OVUELETQLL, 1) &AvodOG YiveTal Héow dVO KALLAKWY TIOL 001 YoV O
EVOLAPLEOO ETUTEDO EV 0TI CUVEXELX LA KEVTOLKT) 00N YEL TTOOG AVWTEQO
emimedo, OOV AAAEC DVO CULUETOIKESG KAL EPATITOLEVES TIQOG TOV TTUQYO
KAlpakeg 0dnyovv mEog Tov oVYXEovo vao tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov. H apxt-
TEKTOVIKT) TOUG O PTIOQOVOE VA XAQAKTNELOOEL (G PIVNHLELAKT], TTQOKAAEL
ToV OAVHACO TOV ETUOKETTI), TOOO LLE Tr) LoEdT] TNG 000 KAL LLE TO Héye-
00¢ NG, AVTADVTAG EUTVELOT ATIO TV AQX A EAANVIKY] KAL ALY LTITIAKT
poodoAoyia, epmAovtiCovTag TV He ONJUELOAOYIKA OTOLXEIX TG XQLOTIX-
VKNG TTatoAdooTG.

H poodn tov vapOdnia mov otV FogeloduTikt) OPn KEVTQUKA TWV TULL-
HETQUKOV KALUAKWV PEQEL KAL TN YAUTIT] £lKOVA TOU AYIOV, TOQATIEUTIEL
€ aQXAlo vao, e TAQAOTADES Va GEQOUV dwotkd OQLyKo.

Tavtoxoova éytve ko 1) TEOTONKT) TOL VEOL TTLEYOELOVS KWOWVOOTA-
otlov, dtwe avtd TEoRAAAeL oTov ovpavd Tov TaAaov Kaigov onueat.

L0 AMOKATEOTNEVO TTAEOV €TULTTEDO, TO LTIOKEIHEVO TOV VAoV, AerTovQ-
YNoe ekkANOoTIKO Hovoelo kat BBAL0ONKN, eV 0TO APETWS KATWTEQO
amokataotadnie o vaog twv Ayiwv Teooagakovta Magtiowv, 0mwe
dLAHOQPVETAL OT)LEQA. LTO KATWTATO ETUTIEDO LOQLON KAV TOt TTAQEKKAT]-
owx Twv Aylwv @e0dwowv Kot tng PuAakt|g tov Ayiov I'ewoyiov. ITegupte-
otk Tov [Toeyov WELONKAV emtiong Ta TapekkAT oW TG AAVOEWS, TwV
Aylwv ATIootoAwV Kot tov Ayiov Xptotodogov.

Ot epyaoiec teguatiotnay to 1948 e agietéc eAdelpels, epdavels kat
onpega. AkoAovONOE Hia TTeEIodOG EVTOVWY MOALTIKWV avATAQAEEWY 0TIV
Xaat pe amokoVdWUA TNV oteartiwTucr] e£€yepon Tov 1952 ko v ekdiwen
oL BaotAid Pagovk Tov A’ amd to kKiviua twv EAe0Oepwv A& iwparticwv.

Ot aAAaryr) Tov €0 KAt ooV awova status quo yux toug EEvoug vT)-
KkOoLG otV AlyuTto, dnuoveynoe avnovyia oty eAAN VKT magoukia. Ot
KQATIKOTIOMOELS TTEQLOVO LWV KAL O AVADATOG TNG YEWQYIKTG YNG €dwoe
™ xaeotikn BoAr) otov Aryvrtiwtiko EAANviouo. MeyaAog agiOuoc At-
Yuntwtwy emoteédet otnv EAAGda, eyrataAeinoviag v Atyvnto peta
AaTO ALWOVEG.

Ta emopeva meviva xeovia 1) Movi] kot 0 vaog dev yvwIllovv onuav-
Tucés aAAayég, 1 ovvarenon ano to Iatoupyeio pe ta péoa ov ditéDete
anAds kabvotégnoe v GOopd. H avodog tov vdgopdgov opilovta Adyw
MG avENONG TOL TANOVOUOV TNG XWEACS KAt EWUKA 0TIV EVEUTEQRT TLEQLOXN
tov Kaipov, ovvémeiax g aotuPAiag TANUULEICEL TO KATWTATO £TiTEdO
tov ITogyou katd éva peydAo mooootod anokAeiovtag TNy edoBact) yix
TOAAG XQovIax.

Meta&b twv etwv 2000-2006 Eexivnoe YewTeX VKO €0Y0 UE OKOTO TIV
EYKATAOTAON ATOXETEVTIKOV ductvov 010 aAaid Kaigo. Ot egyaoteg
£0OAV TIV EVKALQLA Y1 AQXALOAOYIKEG EQEVVEC, TTQOOPEQOVTAG OT|HAV-
TUcéG TMATEODOQLES, KAL E(XAV OOV CUVETIELX TNV TITWOT] TOL LOPOPOEOL
opiCovta oe yaunAd emimeda. H moodofaoct ota otopucd emtimedo Ttov
[Tooyov etvat mAéov ko AL duvat.

essentially obstructing access to it for many years.

Between the years 2000 and 2006 a major geotechnical project was imple-
mented, aimed at laying a drainage-sewerage network in Old Cairo. These
works were an opportunity for archaeological investigations, yielding im-
portant information, and resulted in the fall of the water table. Access to the
historical levels of the tower is now possible.
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H £i00d0¢ ToV QWHATKOU MVEYOV KATW
amno v ekkAnoia tov Ayiov Feweyiov —5
The entrance to the Roman tower, below the church of St George
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H eic0dog oto mMEwTo eminedo Tov MUEYOL
The entrance to the first level of the tower
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H ei00d0g yia To T0iT0 KAl TeEAevTaio emimedo

The entrance to the third and last level.
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Amon tov edwTEQLKOV TOV MUEYOV (B’ emimedo)
View of the interior of the tower (2nd level)
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Ltig oeA. 118 - 123 pwroypadies amod to teito eninedo
On pp. 118 - 123 photographs from the third level.
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lotopowa otorxela Tepac Iatouxpxknc Movng Ayiov I'ewpytov Kaigov

Historical Data on the Holy Patriarchal Monastery of Saint George in Cairo

ITavarywwtng TCovpéorag

Aéktwo Avwtatng ExkAnolaotikrg Axadnuiag @eoocalovikng

1. O Movaxtopog otnv Aiyvnto

Atyvmtog etval n matelda Tov AVAXWENTIOLOV KAL TOV LOVA-
wapof). Ot Moot avaywenTég Kot dalavtes Ntav o Méyag

Avtaviog, o ITavAog o Onpaiog, o ITaxwuog, o Makaglog, k.&.
Zradakd ONpoveynonkav KowoTtnTeg HOvVAxXw@V oL OTtoloL [e TNV
AOKNOT) KOL TO TTXQADELY LA TOVG TIQOTEDEQAV TTAQN TIOAAL 0TIV OTHOLEN
¢ Xootavikng Tiotng. Ta mowta povaotikd kKévtoa epdaviotTnkav
otV éonuo g Nitotag otnv dutikr) 0XOn Ttov Neidov kat oty Avw Al-
Yvmto otnv meQLoxr) Tng Onpaidac. ITowtoc elomnynTrg TS KoLvoPBLorkov
povaxtopov Nrav o ITaxuog Kat pe autod 1o oX1Ha 0 HOVAXLOHOS dlx-
000nKe otnv IaAawotivn kat oe 0AGKANEN TV AVATOAN, AAAK KaL otV
Avom.

‘Evat amo ta mQTaQ) ik AUTa HOVAOTIKA KEVTOA Kot KXo TG
0000600&Nnc ExkAnoiag tng AAeEavdpelag Kat Tov XQLOTIAVIOOU oTnV
Adowr] etvarn Movr) tov Aylov I'ewoyiov ITaAaiov Kaigov, n) orolor palt
pe ™ Movr) tov Ayiov ZafBpa AdeEavdpeiag amoteAovv ta dVO evarmo-
peltvavTo agyaia kot peydAo matolapXkd povaotiowa e AdeEavoot-
vii¢ EkkAnotlag ot Netdoxwoa. H e Movr) tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov pmopet
va AgxOel OtL elvatl amd ta oToLdIALOTEQX KEVTOO OTIOL Dl loQd@OTiKe
Kat avamtoxOnke o povaxiopog oto Iatolapxeio AdeEavdpeiag, Wiwg
HETA TO LOVOPLOLTIKO OXlopa.

2. IoTtogikég paQTLELEG YIA TNV HOVT)
H xoovur) mepiodog idovong tng Movr|g dev pmogel va eEakotBwOet
HE akpifela kat 0TS XAQAKTNOLOTIKA avapEQETaL OL ATAQXEG TNG HOVHG

Panagiotis Tzoumerkas

Lecturer at University of Ecclesiastical Academy of Thessaloniki

1. Monasticism in Egypt

gypt is the home of anchoritism and monasticism. The first anchorites
E and preachers were Antony the Great, Paul the Theban, Pachomios,

Makarios, and others. Gradually, they created communities of monks
who, through their ascetic life and example, offered a great deal to upholding
the Christian faith. The first monastic centres appeared in Wadi Natrum in
the western desert, on the west bank of the Nile, and in Upper Egypt, in the
area of Thebais. Coenobitic monasticism was introduced by Pachomios and
in this form monastic life spread to Palestine and throughout the East, as well
as to the West.

One of these primal monastic centres, pride of the Orthodox Church of
Alexandria and of Christianity in Africa, is the monastery of St George in
Old Cairo. This and the monastery of St Savvas in Alexandria are the two
remaining ancient and great patriarchal monasteries of the Alexandrian
Church in the land of the Nile. Indeed, the monastery of St George could
be said to be one of the most important hubs of the formation and devel-
opment of monasticism in the Patriarchate of Alexandria, particularly after
the Monophysite Schism.

2. Historical testimonies on the monastery

The date of the monastery’s founding cannot be determined exactly and,
as is characteristically stated, the monastery’s beginnings “are lost in the
darkness of the three first centuries”. The earliest historical testimony of
the existence of the monastery in the area of ancient Babylon in present Old
Cairo, is given by a pilgrim, Theodosios, who visited Egypt in AD 530. In

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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«XAVOVTOL 0TO OKOTOG TV TOLWV TRWTWV AXLOVWV». TV mowTn totogukn
uaptueia yr v vmaén e Moviic oty megloxr] g agxaiac Bafu-
Advag tov onpepvov IaAawov Kaigov éxovpe and évav mgookuvvnt),
tov ®e0dd010, TTOL eTIoKEPONKE TNV TTEQLOXT] TG ALyVTTov To étog 530.
Avtdc katayeadovTag TNV TEOTKUVIUATLKN TOL eumteloia 0to PBAlo Tov
«Ilepi ToroOeoiac tnc Ayiag I'nc kat mepi NG 0000 Twv viwv Iopani», ava-
déget 0TL otV TEELoxn TS Méuddag, mov tavtiCetat pe to IaAawd
Kaigo, vripexarv d0o povaotiota: Vo YUVALKELO TO 0Ttolo deV KATOVOUA-
Cel, kat éva avdouo twv ayiwv Iepepiov kat AtoAAwviov. H yvvaukeio
povn mpémetva eiva ) Movr) tov Ayiov I'ewoytov. Nedtegeg onuavTikég
nAngodoplieg Y v Movny ovvavtape otnv «Xpovoypadio» tov Ia-
totpxn AdeEavdpeiog Evtvyiov (877-940). Lo éoyo tov avtd o Evtvyiog
avadépeL OTL oTa XOOVIX TOL LTIEX AV dVO vaol adLegwpévol otov Ayio
T'ecdyto otnv Atyvmto, tov avrjkav otoug 0000d6E0uG, 0 évag Polokotav
oto XeAovdv kat o dAAog oto TaAad Kawgo, oto poovoto twv Aapumd-
dwV, 0TS ovopalotay ToTe To pEovELo TS BapuvAwvac.

Yuykekopéves mAngodootes yix t Movr) tov Ayiov 'ewgyiov pag
dtdovv ot AgaPeg xoovoypdadot kot wotogikot Iumy Ntovkudi (amef.
1406) kat o AA MaiCn (1358-1441). O mowTtoc oto BiBAlo tov «Ilepi-
ypadn tnc Atyvmtov» avadéget ot oto Kaoo aA Lapaa (Poovglo twv
Aapmddwv), OnAadn oto Pouaikd Poovoto g BapuAwvag, oe évav dgo-
Hioko deEld amo v TOAT 10000V 0TO PEOVELD, LTTAQXEL 1) Movr] Tov
Avyiov I'ewoylov Tov etvat yvwot ws Nteg aA Mmavar (povi) twv Iag-
0évwv). H mAnpodogia avtr| yix tnv tomobeoia tng povrg ovumintet pe
TV onueQvn) tontoBeoia G

O AA Mauoiln oto €égyo tov «Tomoypadikn kat loTopikn mEPLy padn
TNG AryUTITOU» KAL OTNV EVOTITA TOL TEQLYQAPEL TIG HOVEG KL EKKAT-
oteg TG Aryvmtov Aéyet oxetika: «Katomv épxetat to Ntep AA Mna-
vat, [Mov] twv ITag0évav] eic to Kaop AA Zapaa [[TaAatt twv
Aaunadwv] ev Aryvmte. Avtn etvat e’ ovopatt tov Apmov I'kopyx
[Ayiov I'ewoyiov]. EviavOa 1to to velAOpeTQOV OO TG apafLknic Ka-
TOXNG, TOL OTtOIOV Tat (X VT patvovTat HEXQL TNG onpeQov». TéAog yia va
OAOKANQWOOVLLE TIG LAQTLELES Vi TNV UTtaeén TG Movr|g Oa mpémet va
avadégovpe kat Tig mANeodpogieg Tov Lipéka Ilaod mov magovoiilet
o710 BipAto Tov «Odnydc Tov Komttikov Movoeiov» katl 0To oTuelo Tov Te-
oLyoddel to poovlo g BaBuvAwvag, dmov Aéyel xapaKTnoloTIKA:
«Tovto etvat yvwotov pe to ovoua Kaoo AA Lapaa (ITaAdtiov twv
Aaumadwv), 1] poovetov s BaBvAwvoc... Méxot g onjpegov vdlotav-
TAL HEQIKA TElXT) TOL POOLEIOL TOVTOL E1G Tt AVATOALKE, VOTIAX Kol dU-
TIKA  HEQEN, KBS kat dDVO KUKAOTEQELG TVOYOL, €K TWV OTIOIWV O €1C
évavtitng Ovpag Tov Komtikov Movoeiov, o de étegog amévavti Tov Kot
etvat v TV kKatoxNV Twv EAAvwv OpB0ddEwv an’” apxalag emoxrg
Kat e7tl TG KOQUOT|S Tov ekkANola e’ ovopatt tov Ayiov 'ewpylov...».
A6 116 magandvw TAneodoiss BAémovpe 0tL ) Movr tov Ayiov I'ewo-
viov, vrtriexe 0To PEOvELO TS BapuAdvacg wg yuvaikeia povr) amo v
TeQL0d0 AVATITVENS TOL HOVAXLOHOU 0TV AlyuTnTo Kot aoPpaAws mowv
TNV QQAPIKT) KATAKTNOT).

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

H voétia moAn tov gwuaikov mvgyov o 190 arwva

The south gate of the Roman tower in 19th century

his account of his peregrinations, [1epi ToroO¢eoiac tnc Ayiac I'nc kat mepi
TG 0000 Twv viwv IopanA [On the Location of the Holy Land and on the path
of the sons of Israel], he notes that in the area of Memphis, which is identified
as Old Cairo, there were two monasteries: a convent of nuns, which he does
not name, and a monastery of monks, of Sts Jeremiah and Apollonios. The
convent must be the monastery of St George. Later important pieces of in-
formation on the monastery are encountered in the “Chronicle” of the Pa-
triarch of Alexandria Eutychios (877-940). In this work Eutychios refers to
the existence of two Orthodox churches dedicated to St George in Egypt,
one in Helwan and the other in Old Cairo, in the Lampadi fortress, as the
Babylon fortress was then known.

Specific information on the monastery of St George is given by the Arab
chroniclers and historians Ibn Dumkak (d. 1406) and Al Magqrizi (1358-
1441). The first, in his book “Description of EQypt”, records that in the Kasr
al Samaa (Fortress of the Lampadi), that is the Roman Fortress of Babylon,
in a lane to the right of the entrance gate, stands the monastery of St George,
which is known as Der al Banat (Convent of the Virgins). This information
on the monastery’s location coincides with its present site.

Al Magqrizi, in the unit describing the monasteries and churches of Egypt
in his work “Topographical and Historical Description of Eqypt”, relates: “Next
comes Der Al Banat [Convent of the Virgins] in the Kasr Al Samaa [Palace
of the Lampadi] in Egypt. This is in the name of Abu Gorg [St George]. In
this place was the Nilometer before the Arab Occupation, the traces of
which are visible to this day”. Last, to round off the testimonies on the
monastery’s existence, we mention also the information given by Simeika
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Ot mAngodopies yix tnv Movr) mAnOaivovv amd tov 150 at. ko peté-
TELTa. LUYKEKQLIEVA oTa TEAT tov 150V kat kata ta étn 1480-1481, o
MnrtomoAltng Xpvovng kat katdmiy Epéoov AaviiA, emioképOnke v
Atyvmto kot OADe ko amtd v Movij yia v omoia pag mAngodpoet
OTL )TAV YUVALKELO HOVAOTIOL KAt OTL ElX€ TO vad tov Aylov 'ewpgyiov
Xtwopévo dvw oe YnAd mogyo. H mAnpodpooia avtr) tov AavimA emiBe-
PaLOVEL LLE TO TAQATIAV® TIC TTEOYEVEOTEQES TTATIQOPOOLES Yot TV Movr)
tov Ayiov I'ewgylov, aAAQ Kkat v tomo0eoia oL avT) EVOLOKETO.

To 1517 n Atyvmttog mepmAOe katw amod v eovoia Twv O0wpavwv
govAtavwv kat o tote [atoukoxng AdeEavdpeiag drylog Iowakeip o ITavu
(1487-1567) améonaoe mpovop vTtég s OpB0doéng ExkAnoiag AAe-
Eavdpelag, e ATIOTEAETUA VOt UTIOQETEL VO XVOLKOOOHNTEL €K VEOL TOUG
KATAOTOADPEVTEG VAOUS KAL VA XVAKALVITEL TOUG 1|01 UTTXQXOVTEG, LLE-
TV TV omolwVv 1Tay Kat o vadg g povig tov Ayiov I'ewgytov.

Meta&¥ twv et@v 1577-1592 kat peta tov Oavato tov Iatoudoxn
lwaxeip emokéPpOnre v Atyvnto o MntoomoAitng Podov Iaiolog
AylamootoAitng. Meta&¥ twv mMEOoKLVNHATWY oL emokéPOTiKe Tav
Kkat 1 povi) tov Aylov I'ewpyiov yix tnv omola pag mAngodopet -otnv
éupeTon adnynon e mepmynoews tov- ot otnv HaAawk Atyvnto
LTTAQXEL TO povaotneL tov Ayiov I'ewyiov, oto omoto povalovv mepl
TIC elkoat povayég kot 0T Movr) amtoteAel katapL Yo TwV AdEwWV XOL-
otxvv. Emiong ot mAngogdooiec mov didet Y tov meptpdAAovTa xweo
¢ Moviic elvat TOAUTIUEG - OTIWG YL TV UTTAQET VEKQOTAPELOL LLE Vad
adLegwpévo otnv Maoptia v IapOévo.

Oa meémel va onpetwBel dtL amtd toug 120 kat 130 a. ot Iatoukoyeg
AAeEavdoelag agxLoav va XQNOLUOTIOLOUV ws €0oa NG ExkAnoing AAe-
Eavdpelag to Kdigo yiax va folokovtal Kovtd oty dlotkntikny eEovolo
WOTE VA UTI0QOVYV Vot LTtepaoTiilovtat dpleoa ta ovpdéQovta e ExicAn-
olag. Amo tnv emoxn avtn kat Wiaitepa amo tov [atoudoxn ayiov Iwa-
keip tov [avy, otkatd kapovg Tatoudoxes doxloav va eTokémtovTal
v Movr] kot va dlaptévouvy o€ vty Kol va v GpoovTiCouy e OAeg
TOUG TG DUVAHELS, YTl ATOTEAOVOE TO KATAPUYLO TOUG OTIG OVOKOAES
otrypéc. Xagaktnototikd o I'. Knmadng mov aoxoAnOnie ektevag e
v wtogia g aleEavdovric ExkAnolac avadépet oxetika: «Ymo to
Movaotrotov tovto owletat emtiong agxalov kal woaiov NetAopetoov
LLE XAQOKTNOAC ALYLTITIKOUG, £TTL O TWV VTIEQWWYV €10V WKODOUNUEVOL
Eevavat, Xonopevovteg dAAote kKata Tag OeQLvdg emoxds wg avou-
kT evdlaitois twv ev Kaigw OpBodd&wv. Zuv tovtolg detneelto Kot-
vol twv oAtyaplOpwv téte ev AYUTMTW aVAAQOUAOLY €VTOS TOL
Movaotnoptov tovtov kai Noookopeiov kat ITtwxotoodpeiov. H ev tw
AAeEavdovadd Kawduct owlopévn ev avtrypadw 1o tov AUTokQATtoon
s Pwootag AAEEL0V kata AgiépPotov tov 1670 emtiotoAr] tov Iatouke-
xov Ilaioiov pvnuovevet ta el ov 0 AdY0g PLAAVOQWTIKA KAXTAOTH)-
Hata, VTEQ WV EMIKAAE(TAL TNV oLVOQOUTNV Tov Movagyov ekeivov,
eTAEYwV OTLTO £V AdeEavdpeia Movaotriglov tov Ayiov Xafa rje&ato
va kotpvrCetat, €t de kat 1o ev Iladawd Kaipw tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov,
0TteQ TEEPEL TOOOVS TTTWXOVS KAl 00PaAvVA, KoL OTL KATOLKEL Kot auTdg 0

Amoymn tov votiov mOEyov. And tnv exkAncia Tov Ay. l'ewoyiov

A view of the southern tower from the Church of St. George

Pasha, in his book “Guide to the Coptic Museum” and in the note describing
the Babylon fortress, where he remarks characteristically: “This is known
by the name Kasr Al Samaa (Palace of the Lampadi) or fortress of Babylon
... To this day some fortification walls of this fortress stand in the east, south
and west parts, as well as two circular towers, of which the one facing the
doorway of the Coptic Museum, the other opposite it, and it is in the pos-
session of the Greek Orthodox [Christians] since ancient times and on the
top of it is a church by the name of St George...”. We see from the aforesaid
that the monastery of St George existed in the Babylon fortress as a convent
for nuns, from the period of development of monasticism in Egypt and cer-
tainly prior to the Arab conquest.

Information on the monastery proliferates from the fifteenth century on-
ward. Specifically, in the late fifteenth century and in the years 1480-1481,
the Metropolitan of Smyrna and subsequently of Ephesus, Daniel, visited
Egypt and passed through the monastery. He tells us that it was a convent
for nuns and that it included the church of St George, built upon a high
tower. Daniel’s account confirms without doubt earlier information on the
monastery of St George, as well as on its location.

In 1517 Egypt passed into the hands of the Ottoman sultans and the then
Patriarch of Alexandria, Saint Joachim Pany (1487-1567), secured privileges
for the Orthodox Church of Alexandria. As result, he was able to rebuild
anew the destroyed churches and to renovate those already existing, among
them the church of the monastery of St George.

In the years 1577-1592, and after the death of Patriarch Joachim, the Met-
ropolitan of Rhodes, Paisios Hagiapostolites, journeyed to Egypt. Among

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO

127
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d10g ev avtw, dx To un evamoAetpOelvat avTw eTéQa AAAT KaTOKIA. ..
Q0 MOAAOV Yéyovev 1 petolknois e Kaigov, omov diateAei o Hyepwv
KoL TAVTEG oL eV TéAeL, dLdtL ot katd kaeov [atoidoxat dielyov ekel ovk
£V EVLTLY O DX TO OTIAVIOV TWV EVOEPWV Kal ATOQlaV TWV EKKANOIAOTL-
Kwv e00dwV. Ovdepior Aotrtov vroAeimetan apudBoAio OTLOL KATA KALQOV
Iatoudoxat AdeEavdpeiag amod tov 16ov w.X. advog, adévtes Ta €Qn-
pofévia avtwv Iatoupxeia AdeEavdoeiac NABov kal katwknoov
evtog tov ev Katow Movaotnotov tov Ayiov 'ewylov HEXOL TwV aQxwV
Tov 18ov p.X. advog...».

Metd tov Iwakelp o Hatoiapxng LIABE0TOOG ETUOKEMTOTAV TAKTIKA
Vv Movi] Katdtépeve o€ auTrv. e Ui TOL eTiokePn ovvodevOnke and
tov Pawoo mpookvvnt Tovdpwva Kogoumévucwd (1593-1594), o omolog
katéypope 0To NUEQOAGYLO TOL OTL eMoKEPONKE TO VAo NG OeoTdKOL
kat to yvvatkeio Movaotrot tov Ayiov 'ewgyiov.

3. ZuppoAn] g povng otnv diacwon thg OeBodoliag atnv Atyvnto

Amo tov 150 at kat e&€ng mAnOaivouv ot mAngodopies v tv Movn
Kkat ovvapa daowlovtat ToAAG éyyoada Twv katd kaovs Iatow-
XV péoa amo ta omola katadatvetal 1) dp&ot s Movrig kat 1 ovp-
BoAT g oToV eEAANVIKO KAt XLoTiavikd koopo. TTA100g tAnpodooLdv
Katadekvoovy OtLT Movr] katd kaipovg dietéAeoe Noookopeio (dovAo
TUPAV, advVApWY, acBevwv, ENEwv, TapaAvTwy, GeevoPAaBwv), I'n-
pokopelo, Eevodoxeio, [Ttwyotoodeio, LxoAeio, Kowpuntroto kot moAAég
$00E¢ Kal WG KaATAPVUYLO TWV DUWKOUEVWY XOLoTLavwV. OuolaoTika N
HOVN KATEOTI HOVADLKO KEVTQO HOVAOTIKTG KA L KOLVWVIKNG TTOOOPOQAS
tov ITatouxpxeiov AAeEavdpeiag.

Metd tov lwaxeip tov Iavy, otIlatoukoyeg yio va dartnorjoouvy v
Movt] aAAd kat Yo va ouveXIioeL avTh TNV ATOOTOAT TG OTOAPT KAV
mog Bon0ela otovg 0p00dGEOVE Todpovs TG Pwoiag, Tov povo téte op-
0000&0 PaciAid, dtav N Pwolo apXloe wg KQATOS va AToKTA dUVAT) Kot
va magepPatvel otnv dteOvi) oknvn.

O Ilatouaoxne ayrog MeAétiog Inyag (1590-1601) evoiadégOnke
TIOAD yix v Mov kat yix tnv BeAticoon tng katdotaog TS KAt too-
£pn oe avakatvion g (1596). Emedr] opws vmrjoxav tnv emoxr| ekeivn
HEYAAEC OLKOVOULKEG DLOXEQELES TOL BQOVOU, (NTNOE [E ETUOTOAT TOU
nioog tov Todpo ¢ Pwoiag ®eddwo lwdvvopitg (1597) tnv dievépyeta
£04VOL «dx Tov Bpdvov Tne AAeEavdpelag KAt dla TO HOVATTIQLOV TOU
peyadov I'ewgylov, ot at afavial emneealovot TOAAK KAt 0 KOOHOG
ETTWXVVE TOTOVTOV XAAETIWOG, (0OTE pr dvvacOal nuag nAéov ovte (v
oUTE EKKANOLAGC 1] HOVAOTAQELOV KOATELV...». e AAAT TOL €TOTOAN KAt
maAL (nta PonOeia v tv Movr) Aéyovtag «...tva BonOrjon n avtov
QAYAT VUV WOTE TOV EQXOHEVOV KUQ Iwdoad avayvwotnv AaBelv eAe-
HOCUVNV TTAQA& TOL EVOERETTATOL PacNéws dia for Bty Tov Bobdvou
e Ade&avdoeiag kat tov ekeloe peyaAov povaotneiov tov Ayiov I'e-
woylov». Ilapd TV peydAn PonBewa entt MeAetiov, 1 Movi} wg evoai-
TNHA Kol KatadLvylo OAWV Twv 000000EWV XOLOTIAVWVY ElXE TIAVTOTE
avaykn eEwtekng Pondelac yiax va umopel va emiteAel 10 TEQAOTIO

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

the pilgrim destinations he visited was the monastery of St George, about

which he informs us - in his verse-narrative of his travels — that in Old
Egypt there exists the monastery of St George, in which about twenty nuns
are sequestered, and that the monastery is place of refuge for penurious
Christians. He also gives valuable information on the environs of the
monastery, such as on the existence of a cemetery with a church dedicated
to the Virgin Mary.

It should be noted that from the twelfth and thirteenth centuries the Pa-
triarchs of Alexandria began to use Cairo as See of the Church of Alexan-
dria, so as to be close to the administrative authorities and directly defend
the Church’s interests. From this period, and especially from the patriarchy
of St Joachim Pany, the various patriarchs started visiting the monastery of
St George and residing there, and to take care of it with all their powers,
because it was their refuge in difficult times. G. Kipiadis, who has dealt ex-
tensively with the history of the Alexandrian Church, remarks characteris-
tically in this respect: “Under this monastery survives also an ancient and
lovely Nilometer with Egyptian characters, and built upon the upper storey
are guesthouses, once of a day used in the summer season as leisure ac-
commodation for the Orthodox Christians in Cairo. Together with these,
inside this Monastery, are both a Hospital and a Poorhouse, maintained at
the expenses of the numerically few [Greeks] then in Egypt. Indeed, the let-
ter of December 1670 from Patriarch Paisios to the Emperor of Russia Alex-
ios, a copy of which survives in the Alexandrian Codex, refers to the said
philanthropic foundations, for which he asks the contribution of that
monarch, concluding that the monastery of St Savvas in Alexandria has
started to collapse, and also the one in of St George in Old Cairo, which
sustains so many poor and orphans, and that he himself resides in this, be-
cause no other house has remained for him... a long time ago he moved to
Cairo, where the Ruler lives and all those in power, because the Patriarchs
at various times stayed there, not happy because the pious are fewer and
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é¢ovo tc. I't avto kat o Iatoidoxne 'epdotpog ZnaptaAiwng (1621-
1636) xoetaoOniKe kat MaAL va mpoodvyet oe PorjBeia tov Toagov tne
Powolac MixanA yux oucovoutkn} evioxvor), ote Vo Uogéoel va Eeme-
oaoeL Tig dvokoAleg yiati ) ExkkAnola, éyoade o Ilatotdoxng, «dmov ev-
oloketat e To maAadv Mior|ot etvat voookopelov kat Eevodoxeiov kat
naeBevwv Kat povaotiolov» kat emetdr) ot Obwpavol 0éAave va kata-
oxéoovv v Movt] kabw¢ kat kAAovg vaovg, {ntovoe v BorjOeta Tov
Toagov Aéyovrtag: «Hpeic néevoovteg moonv wdéAewav kapvovov
avTaL WG eKKANOLaL €16 TOAAOVS MTwXOVS Kat av xaAaoOwat oom Cnuia
OéAeL yével 16 avToUE TOUG TTWYOUE...».

Enti I[Tatouapxov Iwavvikiov (1645-1657) otnv Movr) ogyavavetat vo-
ookopelo MATIPOUS PROVTdAS KaBWCE Kat TO TEWTO oXoAelo Twv OPB0dO-
Ewv otV Atyvnto. Entiong o lwavvikiog €del&e evdiaxdépov rkat yio tnv
€0WTEQLKT) DLxEELO oM Kot evtaioe tne. Tov Iwavvikio duixdéxOnke o Iat-
o1og (1657-1678), o omolog pe emotoAr) meog tov Toapo AAEE0 MixanAo-
Brrc ko OéAovtag va ovvdpdpleL To povaotiot tov Ayiov I'ewoylov Aéyet:
«T aylw ekelvew pPovaotnein Tov ayiov evdoEov peyaropaTuog I'ewo-
Yilov émov eivat eig v HaAawav Atyvmtov, evplokovtat ta acOev kat
MITWXA& Kol TUPAG Kol adOvata eAgetva Dedpata...».

O Iaiolog dev éypae povo otov Toago tne Pwoiag, aAAa tov emi-
okéPOTNIKe ALTOTEOCWTIWS, APOV peTERT otNV Pwoia yia tnv dtevBétnon
TWV E0WTEQIKWY DVOKOALWV TNV eTOXT] €kelvn, TN ExrkAnoiag g Pow-
otag. Tote o Toagog tov mpooédepe 30.000 yoooia kat e££dwoe XQUUO-
BovAa ta omoia €uwav v duvatotnta otov Ilaiowo kat otovg
dLddxoLS avToL va atevBvvovtat otov Todgo Y TNV o) TEooTA-
olag kat apwyMns mMEog Tov Bpdvov Kal Wi TEOS T HOVATTHQLA TOV
Ayiov I'ewpyiov kat tov Ayiov ZafBpa.

Ot kata oepd duadoyxot tov Iaioiov, TTagBéviog A' (1678-1688), T'e-
oaopog B' (1688-1710) kot ZapounA KamaoovAng (1710-1728), evdoiadéo-
Onkav Comnoa Yo v opaAn] Aettoveyia te Movrg kat meog emitevén
TV TEOOTIADELDV ALTWV EKaVaV X101 TwV XQUOOBOVAWY KAl aTev-
OuvOnKav apketés Ppooég mpog Toug Toagoug v opddoéng Pwoiag v
v evioxvon mc. Ot teAgvtaiol avTamokQivovTay mAVTOTE Kol ATEOTEL-
Aoty otkovopkég evioxvoels og tv Movr). Emtt de ITatoukoyov I'ega-
olpov B' n Borfewa Ntav apketd peyaAn yuU avto o Iatouapxng oe
emoToAN Tov evxaplotel Oeoud tov Toapo. O og Iatotdoxne, tov
Mato tov 1698, BéAovtac va duappuOptioet Ta tng Movig meog to kaAv-
T€QO, DATVTIWOE ETUOTOALUALO KAVOVIOHO AUTHG. ATIO TOV KAVOVIOHO
avtd paBaivovpe moAAéc mAnpodopieg mov éxovv oxéon e TV doa-
oTNELOTNTA TG Kot Wi T0 pHeyAdAo PLAavOQwmIKd KAl KOLVWVIKO €QY0
TG 0& Kaovg dVokoAoVG. Etot yvwollovpe OTL 1) HOVT] XAQLS OTNV €V-
géBela TV XOLOTLAVWY elxe dwEEES dAPOQWY OLKLWOV KAl KATAOTUA-
TV Ao T OTOlX ELTEMOATTE KATOLX VOiKla, T oTtola Tax dLéOeTe yia
TNV ayoRa& TQodPitwV, OTwWS OLTAQL, VEQO, TLQL, KATL. Yix TNV OlTIon TwV
TITWXWV KAL TWV AV UTTORWYV, EAANVOPWVOV Kol aQaBOPpwvwy 0000d0-
Ewv, MoAAoL ek twV oTolwv diépevav oe diadooa KeALd TIOL LTOXAV
Og aUTHV.

the ecclesiastical incomes paltry. So, there is no doubt that from the six-
teenth century the Patriarchs of Alexandria at various times, having aban-
doned their deserted Patriarchal properties in Alexandria, came and dwelt
inside the Monastery of St George in Cairo, until the beginning of the eigh-
teenth century AD...”.

After Joachim, Patriarch Silvester visited the monastery regularly and
resided there. On one visit he was accompanied by the Russian pilgrim
Tryphon Korobeinikov (1593-1594), who recorded in his diary that he
visited the church of the Theotokos and the convent of St George.

3. The monastery’s contribution to keeping Orthodox Christianity alive
in Egypt

From the fifteenth century onward there is much more information on
the monastery, including many documents of the various Patriarchs,
through which the monastery’s activity and contribution to the Greek and
Christian world can be seen. There is a host of information demonstrating
that the monastery served at various times as an Infirmary (hospice for the
blind, the weak, the sick, the needy, the paralytics and the insane), a Home
for the Elderly, a Hotel, a Poorhouse, a School, a Cemetery and many times
also as a refuge of persecuted Christians. Essentially, the monastery was
the sole centre of monastic life and social welfare of the Patriarchate of
Alexandria.

After Joachim Pany, the Patriarchs turned to the Orthodox Tsars of Rus-
sia — then the only Orthodox monarchs — when Russia began to acquire
power as a state and to intervene on the foreign stage, to solicit aid for the
upkeep of the monastery as well as to enable it to continue its mission.

Patriarch Saint Meletios Pegas (1590-1601) showed great interest in im-
proving the foundation’s condition and proceeded to its renovation (1596).
However, because the Throne was in dire economic straits at that time, he
requested in his letter to the Tsar of Russia Theodore Ivanovitch (1597) that
he make a collection “for the Throne of Alexandria and for the monastery
of the great George, that the damages affected many and the people were
so badly impoverished that it is no longer possible for us to live, nor to
maintain churches or monasteries...”. In another letter, Patriarch Meletios
asks the Tsar again for help for the monastery: “...in order for his love to
help now so that the coming anagnostes [lector] Sire Ioasaph take charity
from the most pious king, which will help the Throne of Alexandria and
the therein great monastery of St George”. Despite the aid received under
Meletios, the monastery as hospice and refuge of all the Orthodox Chris-
tians always had need of outside help in order to carry out its enormous
work. For this reason Patriarch Gerasimos Spartaliotes (1621-1636) needed
once again to resort to the help of the Russian Tsar Michael, for financial
support, so as to be able to overcome the difficulties, because the church,
the Patriarch wrote, “which is located in old Misir is hospital and hotel and
nunnery and monastery”. And because the Ottomans wanted to confiscate
the monastery as well as other churches, he requested the help of the Tsar
saying: “We knowing how beneficial these as churches are to many poor
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O dukdoxog avtov LapovnA anevOuvopevog mog tov Todoo ITétpo
AAeélepric Meyado TTétpo) v PoriOew, mepryoadet we e€ng tnv Movn:
«E&VODOXELOV TWV MTWYXWV KL VOOOKOLEOV TV a0 eViV eMEKELVA TWV
eENrovTa Puxwv, aveAALTIOS XWA®V, ENOWV Kat TapaAUTwV Kat dAAwWY
EVOEWV KAL TTEVOREVWY TOUTWV ATIAVTIWY LTIO TG AUTIG HOVHS TOEpO-
HEVWV KL TAC XQELWIETLY EEAQTWHEVWV TT EAENUOOVV TWV ADVVATWV
XOLOTLAVWV 1] HAAAOV ewmelv Tw Oeiw kat mAovoiw eAéet Tov mdoav
TIVOT]V TQEXOVTOC TAVTOOUVALIOL BOe0U».

Tnv dua katdotaon otnv Movr Beioket o Ilatoiapxns MatOalog o
WaAtc. Avtdc katéfade peyadec mpoomdOeleg yia TV avakaivior)
TNG KAL TOV EVTIEETLOUO TNG AAAL Kt €Bale kat taén ota ev avt. Tig
evépyeteg tov Iatoiakoxn Matbaiov magovolalet avayAvpa o ixto-
PrAooodpog Evotpdtiog Agyévtng, o omolog emioképOnke tnv Atyvmto,
g évar VTIOUVTIUA TOV TIROG KATOLOV tegopovaxo EvoéBro. Zuykekot-
pHéva avadégeL yia Tig evépyeteg Tou Iatouoxn: «...edloe0woev ev tw
nadaiw Aeyopévw Meolgl to povaotriglov tov aylov I'ewpyiov, 0Teo
€0T{V OOV KAl HOVAOTIOLOV KL VOOOKOUELOV Kal TTw)X0TEOdElOV Kat
vegovtokouetov, évOa elol mAetéotata Kat tae pvnuela twv Xolota-
vov. EBadev eig kaAnv TdEv TNy kUBEQVNOLY TEAVTWY TV eV AlyUTTTW
MTWXWV, XNOWV Kol 00PAVOV, KAL TwV AOLTIV EVOEWV, TWV TE EV TN
TOAEL KAL TV €V Tw ENOEVTL HovaoTNEiw...». Ot diddoxotl Tov émpalav
T O ya v datrienon e Movig oe kaAr] katdotaon, Kat auto
ytin Movn) xoetalotav ovvexr) poovtida, adov emiteAovoe TeQdoTio
KOWVwVLKO €0YO0.

H Movn dokiudoOnke cofapd katd v didgrelax g YAAAIKNG Ka-
toxnc (1798-1802) g Aryvmrov, €€ autiag g Pagig GpogoAoyiag mov
eméBarav ot TaAAucéc duvapets. Tnv katdotaon mooontadnoe va avtt-
petwrioet o [Tatoukoxng IapO€viog kat o dtddoxdg Tov Ocodiiog (1802-
1825). Emtt legoOéov A’ (1825-1845) moaypatomou|Onke peyaAn ava-
KQWLOTIKT TROOTABeLa TNG HOVTG HE XONHata Ttov éotetde 1 lepa -
voodog g ExkAnoiag ¢ Pwoiac. Tunua e Movng, wia twv keAwwv
avaxkatvioe o IMatoukoxng Zwdooviog (1870-1899). MaAota v D
ETIOXT] 1] ALYVTITIAKT] KUBEQVNOT) avayvwllovTag To HeyAAo Kot ovola-
0TkO PLAAVOQWTILIKO KAl KOVWVLKO €0Y0 TS Movr|g, mapaxwonoe oxe-
TIKT] €KTOOT) O€ AUTIV TIQOG XOT|0M KoL €VIOXVOT) TV TIROOTIADELWV TNG.

Ektoc amd 1o Kowviko e €0Y0 1 LOVT| O€ TTEQLODOVS TAQAX WV KAt
KaToduEewv anotéAeoe KataPUYLo TWV OWKOUEVWY XOLOTLAV®V OL
omoiot Katépevyav e avtnv Yia va owBovv. Ertiong ota AafFuovOwdn
doovgLakd vTtdyeLd TG TTOAAES POQES amekQUBTOAV T LEEA TOAVTIHAL
keymAx g Op06doéne ExrkAnoiag g AdeEavdoeiag yia va diaow-
BovV, OTIWS Y TAQADELY Ot 0T VEOTEQN XQOVLX OLVEPT] KATA T1) OLXQ-
KELX TNG YAAAIKIC KATOXNG Kol TNV eTavAotaot) tov 1882 mov odrjynoe
otV ayYAIkr) katoxr] g AryVvmtov.

Ao tov 190 al Kat HETEMELTA O XWOOS TNG HOVIE KATEDTN XWQEOG
oVaMAUOEWS TWV TATOLXQXWV UE TNV dNULOVEYIX o0& auTrVv £1dKoL -
oekkAnolov, 0Tov evtadrdlovtal ot katd Kopovs Iatoioyeg petd tnv
EKON LI TOVG KAt OTOV 0TTOL0 VTTAQXEL KAt TO 00Te0pLAKLO. [TaAadteoa

O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

and if it is destroyed what damage will happen to these poor people...”.

Under Patriarch Ioannikios (1645-1657) a hospital providing total care
was organized in the monastery, as well as the first Orthodox Christian
school in Egypt. Ioannikios also showed interest in its internal arrangement
and orderliness. Ioannikios was succeeded by Paisios (1657-1678), who,
wishing to support the monastery of St George, says in a letter to Tsar Alex-
ios Michailovitch: “in that holy monastery of the glorious great martyr Saint
George, which is in Old Egypt, the sick and poor and blind and weak abject
spectacles are to be found”.

Paisios not only wrote to the Tsar of Russia, but also visited him in per-
son, as he travelled to Russia in order to settle internal difficulties of the
Russian Church in that period. Then the Tsar offered him 30,000 kurus and
issued chrysobulls that enabled Paisios and his successors to address the
Tsar to provide protection and support of the Throne and likewise of the
monasteries of St George and St Savvas.

The next patriarchs in line after Paisios, namely Parthenios I (1678-1688),
Gerasimos II (1688-1710) and Samuel Kapasoules (1710-1728), took a lively
interest in the smooth running of the monastery. To achieve this, they made
use of the chrysobulls and appealed to the Tsars of Orthodox Russia several
times for financial aid. The Tsars always responded positively. Indeed,
under Patriarch Gerasimos II the sum of money sent was considerable, for
which reason the Patriarch thanks the Tsar warmly in a letter to him. In
May 1698, the same Tsar, wishing to regulate the monastery’s affairs for
the better, formulated an epistolary rule of the foundation. From this rule
we learn many details relating to its activity and especially its great phil-
anthropic and social work in difficult times. Thus, we know that the
monastery, thanks to the gifts and bequests of pious Christians, owned
some houses and shops, from which it collected rents, which it used to buy
foodstuffs, such as grain, water, cheese, etc., to feed the destitute and the
vulnerable Greek-speaking and Arab-speaking Orthodox Christians, many
of whom stayed in various cells inside it.

Gerasimos’s successor, Samuel, appealing to Tsar Peter Alexievitch
(Peter the Great) for help, describes the monastery as follows: “hotel of the
poor and hospital of the sick, over sixty souls permanently crippled, ema-
ciated and paralytics and other indigents and starving, generally those all
fed by this monastery, and are dependent on the charity of the weak Chris-
tians, or rather they said the divine and wealthy at the mercy of Almighty
God who secures every breath”.

Patriarch Matthaios Psaltes found the same situation in the monastery.
He made great efforts to renovate and refurbish the building, but also to
put the house in order. His actions are presented vividly by the physician-
philosopher Efstratios Argentis, who visited Egypt, in his memorandum to
a certain hieromonk Eusebios. Specifically, he notes that: “he repaired in
the old so-called Misir the monastery of St George, which is at once
monastery and hospital and poorhouse and home for the elderly, within
which there are also most of the monuments of the Christians. He put in
good order the management of all the poor, widows and orphans in Egypt,
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O ITatoiagxne Pwriog (1900-1925)
£mi TOL OMolov aveyEéQONKE 0 VA0S TNG HOVTG
Patriarch Photios (1900-1925), during whose patriarchy
the monastery church was built

otav ot [latoidoxec ameBiwvav otnv Atyvmto eviadialoviav oe did-
dooat pépn, dmwe otov Aylo LaBPa otnv AAeEdvdoeia, oTOV VAo TOov
Avyiov NuwoAaov oto Kdipo kat 0o KoluntioLo t¢ pHovr|g tov Ayiov I'e-
wEYIoVL Kol oToV vad NG Oe0TOKOL TIOL BOLOKETAL EVTOS AVTOV.

H duatrjonon pag omowadnmote poodric povaotiknis Cwng amoteAet
niavtote TNV eoPpuvAakn g EkkAnolag kat tov kupatoboavotn k&be

H avoukodounon tng povng (1909)
The building of the monastery (1909)

and the rest of the needy, those in the city and those in the environs of the
monastery”. Matthaios’s successors did the same, in order to keep the
monastery in good condition, and this because the monastery required con-
tinuous maintenance, since it was responsible for an enormous social wel-
fare mission.

The monastery was sorely tested during the French Occupation of Egypt
(1798-1802), due to the swingeing taxation imposed by the French forces.
Patriarch Parthenios and his successor Theophilos (1802-1825) tried to deal
with this situation. Under Hierotheos I (1825-1845) a large-scale renovation
project was implemented, with funding from the Holy Synod of the Church
of Russia. Part of the monastery, particularly of the cells, was renovated by
Patriarch Sophronios (1870-1899). Indeed, in that same period the Egyptian
government, in recognition of the monastery’s substantial and essential
philanthropic and social work, ceded a plot of land to the foundation, to
facilitate and reinforce its activities.

In addition to its social welfare services, in periods of upheavals the
monastery was the refuge for persecuted Christians, who sought asylum
here. Furthermore, many a time the precious sacred treasures (keimelia) of
the Orthodox Church of Alexandria had been hidden in the labyrinthine
fortress cellars, in order to keep them safe, as was the case in recent history,
during the French Occupation and the 1882 Revolt, which led to British rule

in Egypt.
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eTUPROVANC EVAVTIOV TNG TOTNG KOl TOL AKEQALOTNTAS TOV TATQWHATOS
me. AtV akQBws TV amooTtoAn enttéAeoe 1 Movr) tov Ayiov Iewo-
ylov.

4. ZUyxQ0VT MOQELAR KAL KATAOTAOT

Topn) omv wtopia Tng Movrig vrrjpe N mugkayd 1 omoior eEeEAy™
To peonpéot g 4ng Avyovotov 1904, kat moonABe oo KATOLo KeQL TTEO-
okvvntov. H mugkayud ékape kat amotédpowoe 0AOKANQ0 OV vad tou
Aylov I'ewgylov kaBwc ko tax maaceipeva diapepiopata. O mTaAxLog Ko
LOTOQWKOG VAo TovL Ayiov I'ewpyiov amotePowOnke kat To LdVO o 0moio
owbnke and avtdv Ntav N Oavpatoveyn etkdva tov Ayiov 'ewgylov.

O Iatoukoxne Pwtiog (1900-1925) Eekivnoe apéows TNy eoomaOew
QAVOLKODOUNOEWS TOL VAOU KAL Y TNV €KTIATQWOT atLTOV TOL OKOTOU
MEO0ETEEEE OTNV PLAOYEVELX KAL TNV AYATIT) TOV TATQWHATOC QOGS TOV
ayro I'ecgyto. Etot Eexivioe n avoucoddunon tov vaov 1) omola dirjokeae
téooeoa Xeovia amtd to 1905 éwg to 1909. Ta emionpa eykaiviet tov voov
noaypatorom)Onrav v 1n Noeppolov 1909 pe v OUHHETOXT] TWV Q-
XleQéwv tov Bpovou Kat avagliuntov mABovg ToTwy. AQyoTeQa, e
TIC TEOOTABELEC TOV NYOUHEVOL AQ)Lavdeitn) Mntooddvn, Wiaitepa
OUWG UE TIG AOKVEG TMEOOTIADELEG TOV 1) YOUHEVOL AQxLuavdoltn Aya-
OayyeAov Zapeidn, 1 Movi) katéoth) TOTOC TOAYHATIKYG TIVEVUATIKNG
oaong, apov kKaAAwTioOnke, avakaviodnke, kat TANQWONKe pe K1)-
TIOVG, VEEC OLKODOHES, OTIWGS TOL €VHEYEDOUG VEOU 11 YOLUEVELOV, TOV HOV-
oelov-ketunAopuvAaxiov kabwg xKat pe v ONuiovgYior TOAAWV
TIQOOKUVIUATWY O€ QUTIV. LTO HOLOEL0 OTeYATONKAV Kat eKTEONKAV
EKTOG ATtd T OKEVT] KAl KEUNALA TNG, KAL Tot AQXALOAOY LKA EVLOTHATOL
amo TS avaokapéc ov dLerxOnoav otnv Movn katd tnv dikQKelx T
IMatotapxiog Tov Xototodpogov B' (1939-1967). Eni Ilatoudoxn ITétoov
(1997-2004) to 2000 kat pe xoonyia tov Idpvpatog Bovdovon, avarkavi-
oONKAV oL XWEOL TWV TEOTKLVNUATWY TOL plovoelov-keLpnAlopuAakiov
¢ Movr|c. TeAevtaia avaraivion TG HOVIG KAL CUYKEKQLUEVO OAOKAT)-
QOUL TOL KUKAOTEQOUG TUEYOUL, amd ta OepléAl €éwg Tov vad tov Ayiov
I'ewoytov éyve emtIatoikoxn Oeodwov (2004-...) pe v alémauvn kat
Aoy peyaAn kot kaBoLoTikr] Xoen YLKt oupBoAn tov ABavaoiov Mao-
TiVOU, 0 0TIOLOG OVTLAOTIKA LLE TNV EVEQYELX TOL AUTH) avEDELEE TO aQ)alo
TIATOLAOXLKO KOl AVTOKQATOQIKO KAAAOC NG aAaidpatng povrg.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

From the nineteenth century onward, the monastery became the Patri-
archs’ place of repose, with the creation of a special chapel there, in which
the Patriarchs were buried on departing this life and in which there is also
a charnel house. In earlier times, when the Patriarchs died in Egypt they
were buried in various places, such as in the monastery of St Savvas in
Alexandria, in the church of St Nicholas in Cairo, in the cemetery of the St
George monastery and in the church of the Theotokos within this.

The preservation of monastic life — in whatever form — was always the
outpost of the Church and the breakwater against any threats to the Faith
and the integrity of its flock. It is precisely this mission that the monastery
of St George fulfilled.

4. Modern course and condition

Turning point in the monastery’s history was the fire that broke out at
midday on 4 August 1904, accidentally caused by a pilgrim’s candle. The
conflagration reduced the entire church of St George to ashes, as well as
the adjacent apartments. The old and historic church of St George was a
burnt-out ruin and all that was rescued from it was the miracle-working
icon of St George.

Immediately after the disastrous fire, Patriarch Photios (1900-1925) started
his effort to rebuild the church. To this end he appealed to the patriotic
consciousness of Orthodox Greeks and the flock’s love of St George. So,
rebuilding of the church commenced, which lasted for four years, from 1905
to 1909. The official consecration of the church was celebrated on 1 November
1909, with the participation of the prelates of the Throne and countless
congregants. Later, thanks to the efforts of the abbot Archimandrite
Mitrophanes, but particularly to the indefatigable activity of the abbot
Archimandrite Agathangelos Zarifis, the monastery became a veritable
spiritual oasis. It was renovated, decorated and complemented by gardens,
new buildings such as the spacious Priory (Hegoumeneion), the Museum-
Sacristy, as well as the creation of many pilgrim shrines inside it. Housed
and exhibited in the museum were not only church plate and sacred
heirlooms, but also the archaeological finds from excavations conducted in
the monastery during the patriarchy of Christopher II (1939-1967). In 2000,
under Patriarch Peter (1997-2004) and with sponsorship from the Voudouri
Foundation, the pilgrim shrines and the Museum-Sacristy of the monastery
were renovated. The most recent renovation of the monastery and specifically
of the entire circular tower, from the foundations up to the church of St
George, was carried out under Patriarch Theodoros (2004-...), with the
commendable, munificent and decisive sponsorship of Athanasios Martinos,
who through this act essentially enhanced the ancient patriarchal and
imperial beauty of the famed and revered monastery.

To nyovueveio / The hegoumeneion (priory) —
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AmoT) TOV 1YOUUEVEIOV HETA TIG EQYATIEG avakaiviong (2015)
View of the hegoumeneion after the renovation interventions (2015)
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I. Na6g Kowpunoewg tng @eotokov
(MAQEKKAT)OLO TOV VEKQOTADEIOV)

The church of the Dormition of the
Virgin (parekklesion of the cemetery).
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To BamtioTr)glo pe To ayiaoua
0TO UMIOYELO TOV MAQEKKATTLOV

The Baptistery with the hagiasma
(holy water source) in the basement of the
parekklesion
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‘EEw amo To TiTo emMimedo Tov MUEYOL T Aslpava Twv pagtvowv FapenA kat Kegundoin

Outside the third level of the tower, the relics of martyrs Gabriel and Kermedole

Ot Aagvakeg Twv IIatolagxwv 07To TELTO £MITEDO TOV QWUATKOV TUEYOU
The coffins of the Patriarchs, on the third level of the Roman tower
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To nagekkANolo Twv Ayiwv I'afoinA kat Keoundoin
peta&v devTEQOL KAl TEITOV EMITEDOV TOL MUQYOV

The parekklesion of Sts Gabriel and Kermedole, between
the second and the third level of the tower
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e —————

To MaEekKANO10 TwV AYiwv @e0dWEWV G7TO TELTO eMITEDO TOV QWUATKOV TTUEYOU.
Ag1a, o tadog tov pakagrotov Iatoiagxn Adeavdpeiag kat maons Adkrg ITéTtgov (1997-2004)
The parekklesion of the Sts Theodore, on the third level of the Roman tower
Right, the tomb of The Most Blessed Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa Petros (1997-2004)

Enopevn oeAdida: o magekkAn oo Twv Ayiwv Tecoagakovta MagTiowVv 0To MEWTO eMITEDO TOV QWUATKOV TUEYOU.

Next page: the parekklesion of the Forty Holy Martyrs, on the first level of the Roman tower
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O Kwvotavtivog [1ap0évng otn Potovta g AvatoAr|g

Constantinos Parthenis in the Rotunda of the East

IN'woeyoc MuAwvag

Iotooikog tneg Téxvng

otov dAAo pueyado AdeEavdpwvd, tov Mavo Xapitato

Tov AmoiAo Tov 1909 o aryvmtiw g, aAA” dyvwoTtog ToTe Ak 0To
evEL koo Kwvotavtivog Iapbévng, ddnve pdAAov amorkagduwpévog
™V Ayvnto, yix va mtavtoevtel otnv EAAGda v «akofr)» tov lovAia.
Avtidweo ot yevétepa, maQ’ OTL NULTeAES, adnve To HeyaAUTEQO O
éKTaon KA dLoTaoT) QY0 TOL ETILXEIQNOE OTN HAKQOXQOVT] KAl TOOO YO-
VIUN KAAALTEX VKT TOL dxdQOUT): TNV LwyQadLkT] 0TOV TQOVAO TG LOTOo-
ownc Movijc tov Ayiov T'ewoytov. IToté ma de Oa eméotpede o1
Netloxwoa, magd HOVo yia €va XeoViko didotnpa Oa koatovoe aAAT-
Aoyoadia pe ) pkpoten adeAdrn tov OAya - Evdnuia otnv AAeEdv-
doelx, MEOTOV eTUOTOEYEL KL AVTT 0QLOTIKA otV ABrva yix va {rjoet
KOVTA TOU.

Avalntavtag to vijpa g Cwng tov 0ouAKoU Lwyeadov, avakaAv-
PARE AVAPETA OTIC OTUEWDTELS KOL TA YQAUHATA TIOL dLATNQEOVOE OTO
TEOOWTILKO TOL aQXEl0, T —HEXOL TWOA— AYVWOTn dltevBuvaon Tov oTtL-
o0 g OAyag kat mbavag, g matooyovikng owkiag ITagOévn. Ztnv
AAeEavdeln, oe pa “evownaikn” yettovid ov éodpule and ‘EAAnveg,
TOAV kovta oto ontitt tov KaBadn kat oto [Natouapxeio, o Cwyoadog
TEQATE T TIALOLKA KXt EPTPLKd TOL XQOVLIAX.

TFevvnuévog otnv AAde&avdoewr, otig 10 Maiov tov 1878, o Kwvotav-
tivog Mtav yiog tov NucoAdov TlagOévn amnd to Kapmeviiot kat tng
Mrnettiva (EAloapet) lword amd to Agnivo, xwod e Itadiag kovta
ot Poun. O Cwyoddog éAafe piax otégen, KAaowkn] madelo ws okdTo-

Georgios Mylonas

Art Historian

to the other great Alexandrian, Manos Charitatos

In April 1909, Constantinos Parthenis, a Greek from Egypt still barely
known to the world at large, left his birthplace for Greece, in order to marry
his “dearest” Julia. As reciprocal gift to the land of the Nile, he gave, al-
though unfinished, the largest and greatest work he endeavoured in his
long and fruitful artistic career: the painting in the dome of the historic
monastery of St George in Old Cairo. He was destined never to return to
Egypt, but for a short time kept up a correspondence with his younger sis-
ter, Olga-Euphemia, in Alexandria, before she too came finally to Athens,
to live near him.

In seeking the thread of the legendary painter’s life, we discovered
among the notes and letters he kept in his personal archive, the hitherto
unknown address of Olga’s house and possibly of the Parthenis family
home. The painter spent his childhood and youth in Alexandria, in a “Eu-
ropean” neighbourhood bustling with Greeks, very close to Cavafy’s house
and the Patriarchate.

Born in Alexandria, on 10 May 1878, Constantinos was son of Nikolaos
Parthenis from Karpenisi and Bettina (Elisavet) née losiph from Arpino, an
Italian village close to Rome. The painter received a sound classical educa-
tion, as a boarder in the Jesuit college of “St Francis Xavier”. As the school-
boy’s reports reveal, from an early age he shone at drawing (1% prize, 1893)
and music, of which he was particularly fond and indeed played the violin.
However, he did not matriculate from the college, which he left in 1895
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To omitt g OAyag IIagBévn
onueoa (adeAdr) tov Kwon).
XopovoAovyeitat and To 190 at kat
Kata naca mbavotnTa givat To
TATOLKO TNG OLKOYEVELAG

The house of Olga Parthenis

(sister of Costis), as seen today.

A nineteenth-century building,

it was most probably the family home.

dog ot oX0AN twv Inoovitav “Aylog Poaykiokos Eapéolog”. Omwg after failing the examination in Rhetoric.

dalvetatl amod TG eMDO0ELS TOL VEAQOV Hadntr), dukeiOnke amd moAv The French Jesuit school that Parthenis attended, notwithstanding the hi-
vweic oto ox€do (o PoaBeio, 1893) katL ot POLOIKT), Yix TNV OOl eratic milieu with participation in Mass and spiritual lections, was not strictly
étoede WLaiten ayamm, kot paAota émanle PLoAl Qotooo, amétuxe va doctrinal in principles and did not proselytize its pupils. After all, Alexandria
0AOKATQWOEL ETUTLX WS TOV TIEWTO KUKAO HaONUATWV 0T0 KOAAEY10, TO was at that time a cosmopolitan city open to foreigners, with a strong Euro-
omolo kat eykatéAeupe to 1895 (kKOmnke oto padnua g Pnrogunic). pean element. So, the young Costis, although christened Greek Orthodox in

To oxoAcio mov doitnoe o K. IlagBévng otnv AAeEavdgein MaBntég tng ox0Arg Tov Ayiov Poaykiokov Eafegiov
The school attended by C. Parthenis in Alexandria. Pupils in the school of St Francis Xavier

150 O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO
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H I'aAAwr) ZxoAr) Incovitav otnv omolar omovdale o IagBévng, mapa
TO LEQATLKO KALUA HE TN OVHpETOXN 0T Ol AetTovQYyia kat 0To TIVELHA-

TIKO AVAYVWOHQ, deV VTTEQAOTILE AVOTNEES DOYUATIKEG AQXES KoL DeV
AOKOVOE TTEOONAVTIOUO 0TOUG HatONTég TG, AAAwoTe, 1) AAeEdvdpex TV
mteQlodo ekelvn Tav piat TOAT avoLyTr) 0Tovg EEVOUS, KOOHOTOALTIKT), e
évtovo To evpwTaiko ototyeto. O veapog Kwotrig, Aomov, av kot Bamti-
otmnke OpB6dofoc oToV 0TOPKO Vad Tov EvaryyeAlopov tng AAeEav-
doelac (8/2/1879), otar padntca tov Xeovia dev NAOe o€ emadr] pe v
000000&N etkovoypadio, aAAG pe TNV Oonokevticr) TEXVN TS Avayévvn-
one kat g Avtikég ayoyoadieg (apyotepa 0’ amewcovile v Ayla Kat-
KiAla, tov Ayio Zefaotiavo ko v Havayla pe BipAlo).

[Téoo amd oV VEWTATKO XAQAKTHOA TNG 0X0ANS, 0 ITapBevng avdpw-
Onke o€ pa KOLVOTNTA, TIOL elX€ €VTOVO TO OTOLXELO TNG OVVOEONG HE TN
untoomoAttikr] EAAada kat paAiota, mov etxe eveQyd goAo otnv ava-
vévvnor] me. O Cwyoadog opdavee KL amo Tovg dVo yovelg oe veaon
NAia — TéBavav mEwv amo to 1895 —, aAAd onpavTikol TATEWVES TOV
é0eoav VIO TNV MEOOTATX TOVS, avayvweilovtag oAV Vwels To ta-
Aévto Tov. ExTog amo v mpoowmnoyoadia mov eixe prAdotexvroet o
ITop©€vng yia tov kopuaio evepyétn I'ewpyto ABéowd (1896), davepd-
vetat otov AdeEavdowvo TUTo kat 1) oVVdEoT) TOL He évav AAAo peyaAo
evntatoidn, tov Toamelitn I'ecoyto ['ovoto.

«O paxapitng I'ovolog, 1 pAoyepds prromatoiag exetv kopdia, dieide
Tt e1g TV PuxnV Tov HkEov pabnTov ekpumteto. Kat epodver amd me-
noldnoewV edAiwV 0 PWTIOUEVOS EKELVOS TTATOWOTNG, OTL efve avarykaio
Bepaiwe eic v Iatpda n vavmynoic Owonktwv, aAA& elve emiTakTL-
KWTEQOV KAL OWTNOLWIETTEQOV KA L EVYEVEDTEQOV 1] VAUTI YOS AVOQWV
ot omoloL Oa 0dnyriocovv to ‘EOvog &g Tov moATiopdv kat e1g tnv kabo-
Aov TANEWOV TV €OVIKAV OeWdWV [...] [dov dati ovykivel ) evpvTng
TwV okéPewVv Tov agpviotov 'ovolov, 60TIS €meloeV Kat TOV aodLov
ABéowd Kot appotegot avéAaPov vV avamtoEouV TV TEOVOLOUXOV

the historic church of the Annunciation in Alexandria (8/2/1879), had no con-
tact with Orthodox iconography during his school years; to the contrary, he
was exposed to the religious art of the Renaissance and Western images of
saints (later, he was to depict St Cecilia, St Sebastian and the Madonna with
book).

Although the school was European in character, Parthenis grew up in a
community in which ties with metropolitan Greece were strong and which
indeed played an active role in the country’s rebirth. The painter lost both
parents while in his teens — they died before 1895 — but important patrons,
quick to recognize his talent, took him under their wing. This is evident not
only from the portrait he had painted of the paramount benefactor of the
Nation, Georgios Averoff (1896), but also from his connection with another
great supporter of Greece, the banker Georgios Gousios, as reported in the
Alexandrian Press.

“The late Gousios, that heart of ardent love of the fatherland, saw into
what was hidden in the young schoolboy’s soul. And that enlightened
patriot, from deep-seated convictions, considered that it is necessary of
course to build battleships in the Homeland, but it is more imperative and
more salvationary and more noble to build men who will lead the Nation
to culture and to the total fulfilment of the national ideals [...] Behold why
the breadth of thoughts of the late Gousios is touching, because he

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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O Kwotng oe epnfurcr) nAwkia,

otnv AAeEavdoeta, T dekaetia Tov 1890.
Costis in his teens, in Alexandria

during the 1890s.

VOV TOL LKEOV KAAALTEXVOLXL.

O Cwyoadog, amd veapog 11dn, étoede £VTog ToL PAOYEQO TO aloONua
NG ATOOTOANG, TO 0TIOL0 Kol evETVEE 0€ OTOULG ToV Yvwollav. H téxvn
éAeye «elvat éva HEoov ekPRATews TwV WavikwVv g Lwng»?. Amd moAD
vwolg elxe ovveldNoM TOL POAOL TOL WG LVOT €VOS VEOL CwyEadLKov
TEOTOL, OV PEQEL oV «KIPwWTO» TOL ToV EAANVIONS, acoiparc omtawg ott-
o0avotav kL o LikeAlavog v v moinorn). Agv elvat tuxalo mov évag
artd Touvg dPpovg padntég tov otn LxoAn KaAwv Texvav, o Iavaryiw-
¢ Tétomng, Tov xagaktrowe® Iegodpdvn.

Me v dwax Céomn), o I'ewpylog MixamA, o avBpwmog mov XxonHatodo-
tmoe tov [Tapbévn yix va etkovoyoadnoet ota 1907, to vad tov Ayiov
I'ewoylov otov 11600, EéTel va Tov avéBeoe éva xpovo apydteoa, TNV
ayloyoadnon tov kaboAucov g Movr|g tov Ayiov 'ewgyiov oto Kaigo.
«O ev AAeEavdoeia and tov mageAOovTog AekeuBolov datoiBwv Cw-
voadog k. Kwvotavtivog ITapbévng eloydodn duaxdpdpoug mivaxag ava-
ToAKWV voOéoewv ekdoapwV elg Avw Atyvmtov péxot tov Luxor.
Enavepxopevog eig AdBnvac Oa exBéon touvg mivakag tovtovs. Eig tov
. [Ta@&vnv avetéOn vnd TAOLOIOL OLLOYEVOUC 1) EKTEAEDLS TWV TOLXO-
YoadLwv g veoduntov ekkAnaiag tov Ayiov I'ewoyiov ev Kaigw»*.

O MixanA, epmogomAolagxog oto emayyeApa, av kat [Toguwotng, éCnoe
To peyaAvTeQo dhotna TS Cwr)g tov oto Xovél. I'ovog emipavoie ot-
KOYEVELAG, PLE OTHAVTLKT) TTEQLOVT LA KAl ETAYYEAUATIKT] dQAOTNQLOTTA

1. Taxvdoouog, 15/4/1908

2. Yaxcour, 18/6/1903

3. ITpoowrkr) pag ovvopdia, 1/7/2014

4. ITvaxo0O1kn, étog H 1908-1909, oeA. 97

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

Avtimoedog g EAANvikrg
Kowotnrag eni I. ABéowd,

o XaAkdaiog I'ewoytog F'ovolog
nowTootatel oTnv AdeEavdgeia ot kabe
KOWVWVLKT) KAl KAAALTEXVIKT) doAOM.
To 1897 otoatoAoynoe eé0eAovTés KAt
moA£unoe o 1d1og oTOoV ATLXT)
EAAnvoTtovgkiko moAepo.

O 0avatog Tov oLvYKIVNOE TO
TAVEAANVIO KAL TNV ALYUTTLWOTIKT)
KOWVOTNTK)

Vice President of the Greek Community
under G. Averoff, Georgios Gousios from
Chalkis played a leading role in every
social and artistic activity in Alexandria.

In 1897 he recruited volunteers and fought
himself in the ill-fated Greek-Turkish War.
His death was mourned by all Greeks, not
least the community of Greeks in Egypt.

persuaded also the illustrious Averoff and both undertook to develop the
young artist’s privileged nature”!.

From an early age, Parthenis had a burning sense of mission, which he
insufflated in all who met him too. Art, he declared, “is a means of express-
ing the ideals of life”2. He was acutely aware of his role as an initiate of a
new painting manner, which bears Hellenism as its “ark”, exactly as Sike-
lianos felt about poetry. Little wonder that one of his later pupils in the
School of Fine Arts, Panagiotis Tetsis, spoke of him as a Hierophant®.

With the same enthusiasm, Georgios Michail, the man who funded Parthenis
to execute in 1907 the wall-paintings in the church of St George on the island
of Poros, must have commissioned him one year later to decorate with wall-
paintings the katholikon of the monastery of St George in Cairo. “The painter
Mr Constantinos Parthenis, working in Alexandria since last December, has
created various paintings of eastern subjects, travelling in Upper Egypt as far
as Luxor. On returning to Athens he will exhibit these paintings. Mr Parthenis
has been commissioned by wealthy Greeks resident abroad to execute the wall-
paintings in the newly-built church of St George in Cairo”*.

Michail, a captain in the merchant navy by profession, although he hailed
from Poros, lived most of life in Suez. Scion of an eminent family, with a con-
siderable fortune and business interests in Egypt, he got to know the Egyptiot
Parthenis when the artist was on working vacation in Poros. The way in
which the donor acted, without seeking permits and so on from the Metrop-

1. Tachydromos, 15/4/1908

2. Skrip, 18/6/1903

3. Private conversation, 1/7/2014

4. Pinakotheke, year VII 1908-1909, p. 97
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O TeoVA0G TOV Vaov Tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov, IT6gog
The dome of the church of St George, Poros

otV Atyvnto, oxetiotnke pe tov aryvntiotn [ap0évn, otav o KaAAL-
téxvne mapa0épile kat egyaldtav otov I1o6go. O tooT0g mov evijoynoe
0 dwENTNG — XxwOlg va (nNtroeL adeteg kAT amod 1 MnteomoAn kot pévo
o€ dpeot) oLVEVVONOT HE TOUG EPTUEQLOVG TOL VaoU- 0TV amevBeing
avabBeon tov CwyeadLkov dAKOOUOL ToL MNTEOTIoALTIKOV VaoL Tov
ITogov otov ITapbévn, pag emitoémel va elIKACOVHE TOV TEOTO TG TQO-
OWTKTG EUTTAOKTG TOL MixanA otnv ayloyeadnaon tov TgovAOL Tov
Ayiov T'ewgyiov oto Kaugo.

To dvo ayoyoadd éoya (I1dpog, K&igo), prrotexvnuéva to éva petd
T0 dAAO o€ oVUVTOHO XQOVIKO dkoTtnpa (1907-1908), kaAAltexvucd epmvé-
oVTaL ATO TO VAo TG Lwtneag Avkodrpov otnv 000 PAeAA vy, yvw-
ot pag kat we Pwowkn exkAnowd. O vadg avtdc ayoypadnOnke ota
poa Tov 19ov at. (1853-1855) oe piot moooTtdBelx avarvéwong TNG eKKAN-
OlOTIKNG elkovoyoadiag amnd tov Bavago eAAnvoAaton Aovdofiko
Bcipoto. To dLAKOTUNTIKO TTIEOYQAHIA TOL VAOU AELITOVQYNOE WG «KOA-
ALTEXVIKO HaVIPETTO» HLAS VEag, HetaPulavTiviig ekkAnotaotiknic Cw-
voadknc otV EAAGda, oxL povo vy toug kaAAtéxveg tov 190v at,
aAAQ Kal Y petayevéoTeQoug dnpovgyovs, onws o Ilapbévng. Ki
avTog, OMws 0to MaEeABOV 0 O¢elpotog, elxe pav avtiotoln pabnreia
ota pwoaika s Movig Aadviov, evw amd ta mMEWTa Tov KIoAag B1)-
pata o Iap0évng elxe dnAdoet: «Enpegov 1 Lwyoadikr), OxtL LOVOV €xeL
teAeldtega péoa amd O,TL eixov dAAoTe, aAAG kat exepadeT)On AoV
amo v OENOKEVTIKNV TEX VIV, KATAOTACK KOOUIKkwTEéQo»’. Emopévag,

5. Zxour, 18/6/1903

O TE0VA0G TOU VAo 16 ZwTreag Tov Avkodnuov, ABnva
The dome of the church of the Saviour Lykodemou, Athens
olis, and only in direct agreement with the vicars of the church, commission-
ing directly from Parthenis the painted decoration of the island’s Greek Or-
thodox cathedral, gives us an inkling into Michail’s involvement with the
decoration of the dome of the St George church in Cairo.

The two painting projects (Poros, Cairo), carried out within a short time
of each other (1907-1908), are inspired artistically by the Athenian church
of the Saviour Lykodemou in Philhellinon Street, also known as the Russian
church. This monument was decorated with wall-paintings in the middle
years of the nineteenth century (1853-1855), in an attempted renewal of ec-
clesiastical iconography by the Bavarian painter and adulator of Greece,
Ludwig Thiersch. The decorative programme of the church functioned as
an “artistic manifesto” of a new, Postbyzantine ecclesiastical painting in
Greece, not only for nineteenth-century artists but also for later creators,
Parthenis among them. He, like Thiersch before him, had served a corre-
sponding apprenticeship on the mosaics in the Daphni monastery, while
from his first steps Parthenis had stated: “Today painting not only has more
perfect means than it used to have, but also now emancipated from reli-
gious art, has become more secular”>. Consequently, religious painting was
by no means alien to the creator and certainly it was not an activity moti-
vated by purely professional considerations, as has been shortsightedly
claimed.

“On returning to his homeland, Parthenis saw himself drawn to Byzan-
tine religious painting. So in the end he found his way in the wall-paintings,

5. Skrip, 18/6/1903

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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N Oonokevtikn) Cwypadukr], dxL HOVo dev tav E€vn 0To dNULOLEYO, AAAL
olyovpa dev amoTéAeoe evaoXOANOT HE AULYWS ETAYYEAUATIKA Kivr)-
T, OTWG €xeL koOVTOPOaApa vrtootnoLyOet.

«Eruotoéag eig v atida tov o IlapBévng eidev eavtdv eAkdpevov
1Eog tV Pulavtiviiv ayoyoadikny. Ovtw de TéAog eve TV 00OV TOL
eV Tag ToLXoyoadlals, tag onoiag aAANA0dAdOX WS eeTéAeTey eV TOLG
vaoic tov Ayiov I'ewpylov ev KaBaAAa kot ev Agapa kat TéAog ev tw
tov ITogov» éypade o Jean Libert oto ITaplowvo meglodwko Isis, pe tov ev-
YAwtto titAo «H Avaryévvnoic g Bulavtivrg Téxvne. O Cwyoddos Kw-
om¢ IlapBévne». Exel onpewwvel xagaktnototd: «o Cwypadoc K.
[TapOévng, av kat Bavpaotic TG KAaokNg TéXVng tng YeveOAiov tov
xwoag, s MeyaAng EAA&dac, datvetal petatoniCwv tnv agxaloy mo-
QADOOLV €V TI CUYKLVIOEL TOV OVHBOAOL £VOS VKO KOTLOU KAL OtV
veol Tnv Bulavtivnv Téxvny, and moAAov eEadaviobeloav, dOTL Ta
dpooda oXENATUATA TWV HOVaXwWV TOL ADw deV NUTTOEOVY Vo TAQOL-
OLAOWOL UV TEXVNV TeAels wQLoUEVV»C.

To 4pBo avtd avadnuootevtie, Oxt povo atnv EAAGDda,” aAA& kat
otov “ExkAnoiaotikd Pago”?, 1otogikr| éxdoor) tov Ilatoiapxeiov AAe-
Eavdpeiag, mov palt pe meprodkd “Ilavtatvoc” Eexivnoav ota 1908, e
nEwToPovAila Tov Iatoiapxov AAeEavdpeiag Pwrtiov. Taktikds apboo-
YOAPOg Kal ekPEaoTrg TNG emionung yoapung tov Iatowpxeiov ota
TeQLOdLKA ekelva Ntav o yoappatéag tov AdeEavdpivod Bpovov, dik-
kovog Anuntotog KaAAipaxog.

O KaAAlpaxoc Oa yoaet mANOwoa peAeTNUATWV QX ALOAOY KOV eV-
dlap€povTtog Kat KOLoELS YVow amd TNV ekKANOXoTKY] Cwyoadikr).
Avtoc aAAwote, Oa agovotdoeL otov «IIavtatvo» oe dVo ouvvéxeLeg, To
LoTopkd TG Movr|g Tov Ayiov I'ewpylov, petd ta eykatvia tov veoave-
Yewdpevou kaBoAucov, tnv 1n NoepBoiov 1909.

«O Naodg 00to6», yoadet, «upovpEVOG i TOL dLOEOPOL LOTOQLKOV TUE-
YOU elve KUKAOTEQT]G KATA TOV QX LTEKTOVIKOV pLOUGV ToL Banttiotneiov
¢ apxaiag ExkkAnoiag. Adyw tov guBpov TovToL amoTeAel HOVAdLKOV
pvnuetov g EAAnvuaic AvatoAng kat dev éxet dAAOV epAAAOV eL pn
tov ev Pafévvn g Itadiac agxaiov BuCavtivév vadv tov ayiov Bitadiov,
éotat de Ktioua €¢ ael, CVHPOALLOV TNV HETA XONOTOTATWV EATIDWV Q-
Eapévnv maAryyeveoiov tov maAat moté evikAeovs AdeEavdovod Bpovou
meog do&av g EAANvktg ExkAnoiag»’. O KaAAlpaxos, avagpepdpevog
OTO LOTOEWKO TNG MOVIG, ATIOTUTIWVEL TO ATNHA TNG OVVOEOTG TG AAe-
Eavdpvrg ExrAnoiac pe to évdofo Bulavtio: éva altnua amoAvta oOp-
dwvo pe TG WeoAoykéc avalnToels G VQWOTNG TOTE EAANVIKNIG
koot Tag otnv Atyvrto oto Eexivnpa tov 20ov awwva. Ot aoOnrikég
amopelc tov KaAAipoxov aviamokgivovTal 0to altnua g oteodrs e

6. Isis, IovALoc 1908

7. IvoucoOnjkn), T.x.91, ZentéuBotog 1908

8. Avadnpootevetal peguwws oto ExkAnoiactikoc Papoc B, 13, 1908, o. 535.

9. To mowrto pépog dnuoatevOnice tnv ITépmtn 19/11/1909 ko to devtego 26/11/1909.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

*
-

O diaxovog Anunrtoilog KaAdipaxog (1879-1964) ue tov K. IlagBévn otnv Atyvnto
The deacon Demetrios Kallimachos (1879-1964) with C. Parthenis in Egypt

which he executed successively in the churches of St George in Kavala and
in Drama, and last in that of Poros”, wrote Jean Libert in the Parisian peri-
odical Isis, with the eloquent title “The Renaissance of Byzantine Art. The
painter Constantine Parthenis”. There he notes characteristically: “The
painter C. Parthenis, although an admirer of the Classical art of his birth-
place, Magna Graecia [sic], seems to shift the ancient tradition, moved by
the symbol of an ideal world and renews the Byzantine art, long vanished,
because the formless drawings of the monks of Athos cannot presented a
completely defined art”®.

This article was republished, not only in Greece’, but also in the
Ekklesiastikos Pharos (Ecclesiastical Lighthouse)®, historical publication of
the Patriarchate of Alexandria, which together with the periodical Pantainos
was launched in 1908, on the initiative of the Patriarch of Alexandria
Photios. Regular contributor to these periodicals and expresser of the
Patriarchate’s official line was the secretary to the Alexandrian Throne,
Deacon Demetrios Kallimachos.

Kallimachos was to write a host of studies of archaeological interest and
critiques of ecclesiastical painting. Moreover, it was he who was to recount

6. Isis, July 1908
7. Pinakotheke, iss. 91, September 1908
8. Republished in part in Exxlesiastikos Pharos II, xii, 1908, p. 535.
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petaBulavTiviic maa-
d00TG TIOG TO VATOLQA-
AlOUO.

O TIlapBévne mapa-
KkoAovOnoe pe eyon-
YO0QOT) Kot AOLLOLWTIKT)
ucovoTNTA TIG HOoEdO-
Aoykée  avalnTroelg
™e «BeATIwHEVNG» e-
tapulavtivic Cwyoa-
dwne. Xe oxéon pe
EIKOVOYQAPIKA  TIQO-
TuTt& TOv, 0 CwYQAPog
Paclotnke TMEWTIOTWS
ot avalnmoelg g
TEQLOOOTEQO KOVTLVT|G
Tov valapnvic aylo-
Yoadlag, 6Twe v di-
dafe o Oclpowos. H
npoomtaBelx tov Ocip-

oL yx ™ ovvOeon

O K. ITagBévng ot povr)

LG TEXVOTQOTIi
Tov Ayiov l'ewyiov Kaigov (1908-1909) has X Q >N

C. Parthenis in the monastery of St George, omoia Ba ouvdvale to

Cairo (1908-11909) Pulavtvo pe to vala-

oNVvoe VPog, dev pTOo-
Q0UOE VA UMV €XEL AVTIKTUTO O0TO €KAOTIKO AeEAdyLo tov Kwoth
INapBévn. O koopomoAltiopdg, 1 Badid evpwrnaiky maweix katn Onteia
ov [Ta0évn oTIg VewTeQLOTIKES eVQWTIATIKES vl THOELS, TOL eTTETQE-
bav vV apovykoaoTel TG 0e0A0YLKES CUUTAQAINAWTELS TNG OVUYKEKQL-
pévng tdong. Hrtav oe Oéon Aowmov va petadépet dNUIOLEYIKA TO
TIEOTLTIO TOL OE(PTLOL OTOV ALYVTITIWTIKO EAANVIOUO, VTINEETWVTAG €Tl
v maAryyeveoila g AAeEavdowvnc ExkAnoiag kat v aotikr) ovvel-
onor ¢ eVEWOTNG EAANVIKTG KOLVOTNTAG.

Aev etvatr tvxato ov o KaAAipayog vpvoAoyovoe otov «Taxvdodpo»
AAeEavdeiag to Cwypadkd TdAavTo Tov aryvtitn Cwyoddov, kAel-
VOVTAG HLE ULV EVXT), ATIOKAAVTITIKT) TWV XLOONTIKWV TIQOTIUNTEWY TOL
INatowxgyelov: «Avotvxws tov k. ITapBévnv, we tov I'tCnv kat tov Oco-
TOKOTIOVAOV, ameEEOdPnoev 11 Avolc kat antwAeoe to EOvucov TToAvte-
xvetov. Oa 1to doa ye duvvatdv va eAmlowpev va evOr) vmo
peyanAovtov Tvog Tng Aryvmtov LxoAn KaAArtexvikr| moog avafilwoty
¢ aAnBovg Bulavtiviic Téxvng»

10. Taxvdoopog, 16/4/1908

in Pantainos, in two instalments, the history of the monastery of St George,
after the inauguration of the newly-built katholikon on 1 November 1909.

“This church”, he writes, “erected on top of the two-storey historical
tower, is of circular plan, after the architectural order of the Baptistery of
the ancient Church. Due to this order it is a unique monument of the Greek
East and has no other rival except the ancient Byzantine church of San Vi-
tale in Ravenna of Italy, it will be moreover a building for eternity, sym-
bolizing the resurgence of the once splendid Alexandrian Throne which
commenced with the highest hopes for the glory of the Greek Church”’.
Kallimachos, referring to the history of the monastery, states the aspiration
of linking the Alexandrian Church with glorious Byzantium; an aspiration
totally attuned to the ideological inquiries of the thriving Greek community
in Egypt at the dawn of the twentieth century. Kallimachos aesthetic views
correspond to the petition for the turn of Postbyzantine tradition towards
naturalism.

Parthenis followed with alertness and assimilative ability the morpholog-
ical inquiries of “improved” Postbyzantine painting. For his iconographic
models he relied primarily on the inquiries of Nazarene religious painting,
as this was taught by Thiersch and which was closer to him. Thiersch’s en-
deavour to synthesize a style which would combine the Byzantine with the
Nazarene manner could not but have an impact on Costis Parthenis’ visual
vocabulary. Thanks to his cosmopolitanism, his profoundly European edu-
cation and his apprenticeship in modernist European explorations, Parthenis
was able to grasp the ideological connotations of the specific trend. Thus, he
was in a position to transfer creatively Thiersch’s model to Egyptian Hel-
lenism, so serving the resurgence of the Alexandrian Church and the bour-
geois consciousness of the flourishing Greek community.

It is not fortuitous that Kallimachos sang the Egyptiot painter’s praises,
in the Tachydromos of Alexandria, concluding with a wish that reveals the
aesthetic preferences of the Patriarchate: “Unfortunately, Mr Parthenis, like
Gyzis and Theotokopoulos, has been absorbed by the West and is lost to
the National Polytechneion. Would it, I wonder, be possible for us to hope
for the founding by some magnate of Egypt an Art School for the revival
of true Byzantine art”'*

And while the Secretary of the Alexandrian Church equals Parthenis to
paramount creators, characterizes him as representative of true Byzantine
art and vests him with such trust that he wrote an extensive article about
him in two instalments in the Alexandrian Press, Patriarch Photios gives
an order from Constantinople to his close collaborator, Bishop Theophanes
of Tripoli:

9. The first part was published on Thursday 19/11/1909 and the second a week later, on
26/11/1909.
10. Tachydromos, 16/4/1908
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Ag0Ogo tov KaAAuaxov otov AdeEavopvo Taxvdpduo oe dbo ovvéxeles: o’ HéQog 15/28 Amoidiov kat B’ négog 16/29 AmoiAiov 1908
Article by Kallimachos in the Alexandrinos Tachydromos, in two instalments: Part I 15/28 April and Part IT 16/29 April 1908.
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Tnv emopévn kKOAac Nuéoa, AAAT HakQOOKEATG ETOTOAT] KatapOAvel
avtiv 1 poe& otov 1yovuevo tng Movric tov Ayiov I'ewoyiov, AgxL-
pavdoltn Nedputo. Etvar ) o okAnon emiBeomn mov Oa yoadtet moté
vt tov Kwvotavtivo ITagBévn: «tepatovgyeitat diakooUnoig pev ovo-
paty, dvoOéatog mMEdyuatt Padr] eV Tw VEOdUNTW vaw»'2. AxoAovOel ki
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ETUTLUNTIKO VPOC TO0O Yix Tov “amelgo” kat “apadn” Cwyeado, 600 kat
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lNati, dpwe, o INatoudoxns AdeEavdoelag PwTiog emitiBetal pe toon
ododootta ot Lwyeadkn tov ITapbévn; Avotuyag, dev owletatl ti-
mota yVow amod tov Lwypddo ota agxeia g Movr)g tov Ayiov I'ewo-
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11. Agxeio emtionung aAAnAoyoadiag tov IIat. AAeEavdoeing, KwvotavtivovroAn 8/4/1909
12. Agxeio emtionung aAAnAoyoadiag tov IIat. AAeEavdoeing, KwvotavtivovroAn 9/4/1909
13. Agxeio emtionung aAAnAoyoadiag tov Iat. AAeEavdoeing, KwvotavtivovroAn 9/4/1909
14. Taxvdpouog, 16 DeBoovapiov 1908

“I suspend immediately the decoration of St George by a painter unbe-
known to me”".

The very next day, another long letter arrives, this time addressed to the
abbot of the monastery of St George, Archimandrite Neophytos. This is the
harshest attack ever written on Constantinos Parthenis: “monstrous deco-
ration in name, in reality blasphemous in bad taste to look at in the newly-
built church”'?. A further letter follows, again addressed to the
Commissioner of Alexandria Bishop of Tripoli, in the same admonitory
vein, both about the “inexperienced” and “ignorant” painter, and the abbot,
who is relieved of overseeing not only the painted decoration but every
building work. Indeed, it authorizes Bishop Theophanes, after inspecting
the painting work, to restore it to the “old white”**! Fortunately, the bishop
did not obey and Parthenis” work, which had been completed in the dome,
was saved.

But why did the Patriarch of Alexandria Photios attack so vehemently
Parthenis’ painting? Unfortunately, nothing pertaining to the painter sur-
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vives in the archives of the monastery of St George. In seeking explanations
of Photios’ stance, we discovered in the Egyptiot Press of the day the fol-
lowing announcement: “The Professor of Painting of the Athens Polytech-
neion, Mr E. Lambakis, lately arrived in our city, organizes in Germanias
Street, adjacent to our offices, an art exhibition including various oil paint-
ings, products of his own paintbrush [...] He, in collaboration with the
renowned German painter Thiersch, has decorated the Greek church in
Paris, is going already to paint and beautify with his masterly brush also
the church of St George in Cairo”™.

And again, a few days later: “The exhibition [i.e. of Emmanuel Lambakis]
was visited also by His Divine Beatitude the Patriarch of Alexandria Pho-

11. Archive of the official correspondence of the Patriarchate of Alexandria, Constantinople 8/4/1909
12. Archive of the official correspondence of the Patriarchate of Alexandria, Constantinople 9/4/1909
13. Archive of the official correspondence of the Patriarchate of Alexandria, Constantinople 9/4/1909
14. Tachydromos, 16/2/1908
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Kuvoteoa maAL, peta and Atyec nuépeg: «Tnv éxBeowv (evv. tov Ep-
HavounA Aaumaxn) emeokéPOn kat np A. M. o Ilatoidoxne AAeEav-
dpelag k. PATIog, 6OTIS Kal ekAEEAG dVO épya oY YeA eV OTIwS TeBwOot
KATA PLEQOS»T.

O IMatowrpxng Partiog eixe modypaty, mookgivetl v Cwyoadukr| Tov
Aovdofikov Oeipotov yix Tov 1eEd vad tov Ayiov I'ewgylov, aAA& artd to
xéoL evdc dAAoL, pabntr) tov Pavagov daockdAov, Kabnyntr oto IToAv-
TEXVELO KL [LE ONUAVTIKT) ONTeia 0TV eKKANOLOTIKT) Etkovoyoadia, Tov
EppavounA Aapmédxr). Onwg anokaAvmtetat Kt arto v aAAnAoyoadio
tov Iatowxpyeiov, patvetal mwg o nyovuevog tnc Movrig Neddutog, oe
ovveQyaoia pe Tov X001 Yo MixamA Kot eV YVWoeL TOU YOOUHATER TOV
Bpdvou duakdvov Anunrolov KaAAudyov, avébeoe otov Kwvortavtivo
ITogOévn v ayloyeddnomn Tov vaoy, TAQAKAUTTOVTAS TOV TTAQXYYE-
Aodoxo Cwyodado Ep. Aapmakn. I't avtd kay, poAovott owleton mANONg
KATAYQAPT] TwV dwENTWV TNG HOVIS Vi TV AVEYEQOT] KAL DIXKOTHUN O
oL KaBoAkov, to dvoua tov edportAtotr) I'ewoylov MixarA, xoornyov touv
IMapBévn otov I16go, épetve otnv adavela.

v adpdvelx, Opws, EUELVE Yot TOAD KalQO KAl TO (D10 TO VN UELoKO
é¢ovo tov Kwvotavtivov Iag0évn. H kAngovouid avtr) magépeve v
MAVW and Evav awva 0to okotady, kt eEakoAovBovoe va etvar adnpo-
olevTn KAl CLVETWS ATIRQOTTIEAATTI) OTOVG TLOTOVUS KAl 0T0 PLAOTEXVO
Kkowvo. I't' avTd kat To avakaviotikd €Qyo Tov €yLve Kot OAOKAT0WOMKE
ot povr) tov Ayiov I'ecwgyiov pe ) Ppoovrida tov Iama kat Iatoukoxov
®c0dwEov kat pe T xoenyia ABavaciov kat Mapivag Magrtivov, dev
KaOdoLoe HOVO ATtd TNV OKOVI TOL XQOVOUL T1] Uvnpetokn] Cwyoadkr) Tov
KaAALITéXVN. Zuviotd, TaQdAANAa, avaot)Awon tov Oonokevtikov
£0yov kat O ATIOKATACTAOT TOVL (OLOL TOL dNHLoLEYOU Tov. EAAN Ve
Kat AryvmTiot ouvTneNTég, eméteedav va dovpe To €0Y0 avtd tov EA-
Anva dnpoveyov. Kio Iatoidoxng @eddwoog amédwoe v opetAdpevn
Tun otov kopudalo aryvntiwtn Lwyeado Kwotr) Iag0évn.

15. Tarxvdoopog, 29 deBoovagiov 1908

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

BN wxdAeTspvend € Nsac: TGV . My

‘H &vayyeAdsioa iidn &@° fudy Exﬂecﬁ;g:
mpeotic wxaAlicégvov xat  xadnynrod Tov
yv (ov "Ad vy x. "Epp. Aapmdxn mgoosk
fedotnyy Ixavoy douipov Emioxenc@v, els ovg
wedepéva Foya woofevotowy dplotmy dpoloyoul
tv.trooy, Tny Exdeowy Eneonépy xal 1) A.
Harguipyns "AdeSuvdpelug x. Pdrior, Gotic
A tag 8vo Foye mapryysilev Bmog teldol xa
pog. Mevokt 1@v fxrsdsipuévov @paloy BN (o
mwdpyel #ol pla guoxol peyédovg ovpfHrrifovaa:

Eutélsoig elve Ovrws dprororervixy xal Sumotst
ooy, "AM 1) ebov abiy dév Siivatal ve Tomo!

tios, who after he selected two works ordered that they be put aside”*.

Patriarch Photios had indeed decided on the painting of Ludwig Thiersch
for the holy church of St George, but by the hand of another student of the
Bavarian master, Professor in the Polytechneion and with a significant service
in ecclesiastical iconography, Emmanuel Lambakis. As is revealed also by
the correspondence of the Patriarchate, the abbot of the monastery,
Neophytos, in collaboration with the sponsor, Michail, and to the knowledge
of the secretary to the Throne, Deacon Demetrios Kallimachos, had
apparently assigned Constantinos Parthenis to decorate the church with
murals, bypassing the commissioned painter Emmanuel Lambakis. For this
reason and although a full record of the donors of the monastery for the
building and decorating of the katholikon survives, the name of shipowner
Georgios Michail, sponsor of Parthenis on Poros, remained in obscurity.

The actual monumental work by Constantinos Parthenis also remained
in oblivion for a long time. This bequest remained in the dark for over a
century and it continues to be unpublished and therefore inaccessible to
believers and art lovers. That is why the renovation work carried out in the
monastery of St George, under the auspices of the Pope and Patriarch
Theodoros and with the sponsorship of Athanasios and Marina Martinos,
has not just cleaned away the dust of time from the artist’'s monumental
painting. It is, at the same time, a restoration of the religious work and
moral rehabilitation of its creator himself. Greek and Egyptian conservators
have allowed us to see this work of the Greek creator. And Patriarch
Theodoros has paid the homage due the unrivalled Egyptiot painter Costis
Parthenis.

15. Tachydromos, 29/2/1908
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Enavw agiotega: o IlagBévng pe tov Hyovpevo g povig Nedputo
OlMAQ Kt KATW: 0 (wYEAPOs oTNV Alyvnto
Top left: Parthenis with the abbot of the monastery, Neophytos.
Below: the painter in Egypt
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K. ITagBévng, «Ilavtokodatwe», 1907

I. Nao6g Ayiov Il'ewoyiov, IT6gog
C. Parthenis, “Pantocrator”, 1907. Church of St George, Poros

ITagovoiaon Twv TotxoyQadLwv

O vrteppey€One Iavtokpatwe ekoviCetat o Xouood GOVTo «Tr) pev ek
EVAOYWYV, T D€ AQLOTEQA KQATWV KeKAELOUEVOV teQdv EvayyéAiov».
AmodideTa e 0ol Kat OXL pe TTOEPLEO XITWVA, OTIWS O TIQOYEVETTEQOS
xoovucd Iavtokpdtopag tov ITogov, kat tHATo Xewpatog prtAe ultra-
marine, [l XQUOT] TAQUPT).

H duoncoountikr) Cdvn mMEQLUETOLKA TOL dlokov eucovoyadeltat do-
dooetikd amd Vv avtiotoxn Cwvn tov Iavtokpatopa otov Ayio I'e-
wovyto ITogov.

H atoBnon tov xowpatog mov éxovpe otov Ilavtokpdtopa Ttov Oclo-
OOV, ETUTVYXAVETAL LUE VAV TTVEODLTHO TIOL DLVEL P OeQ T ATtOXQWON
kat Byalet pua yAvkomta. Avt ) YAvkia éxdooaor divel otov Iavto-
kodtopa ¢ Pwowkng exkAnoiag oty AdBnva éva vdog kaAokdyado,
éva mpoowmo ovpradntikd. 1o Kdigo o IMapbévneg amodidet éva ott-
Papd MEOOWTO, KAAVTEQR, VA TEOOWTIO «ALWVIO» - OTIWS AAAWOTE TO
OéAeLto pwoaiko ot povr) Aagdviov. Oa pmogovaatie AOLTIOV, Vo TIOVLLE
o1t otnv Pwowkr| exkAnola éxovpe pia mo N0kt mpooéyyton tov Xou-
otov: o [Navtokpatooag eudaviCetat wg KaAdg avOowmog 1) KaAdg dt-
daokaog. Ztov avtimoda, éxovpe pia Cwyoadn vmegfatikn pe évav
XQLoTd TOTO 0TO AVATOALKO elkovoyQadko 10oc. Me v 1oeun éx-
$OAOT) TWV HATLOV, TNV 1OEUT OTAOT] TV TOEWV TwVv Gpoudiwy, o Iao-
0évne katopbwvel va amodwoel évav dxdopetkd Ilavtorxpatooa
ETAVW 0TO 0X£€010 ToLv Bavagov daokaAov.

160 O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

AovdoBikog Oeigotog, «Ilavtokgatwe», 1855

Zwtroa tov Avkodnuov (Pwoikn), ABnva
Ludwig Thiersch, “Pantocrator”, 1855. Church of the Saviour
Lykodemou (Russian church), Athens

Presentation of the wall-paintings

The huge Pantocrator is depicted against a gold ground, blessing with his
right hand and holding a closed Gospelbook in the left. He is vested in a
rose-coloured chiton, rather than the purple one of the earlier Pantocrator
in Poros, and an ultramarine himation with gold border.

The zone around the disc is decorated differently from the corresponding
zone of the Pantocrator in St George on Poros.

The sense of colour we have in Thiersch’s Pantocrator is achieved by a
rouging that imparts a warm hue and brings out a sweetness. This sweet
expression gives the Pantocrator in the Russian church in Athens a benign
aspect, a sympathetic countenance. In Cairo Parthenis paints a robust face,
or rather an “eternal” face — as in the mosaic in the Daphni monastery. So,
we could say that in the Russian church we have a more moral approach
to Christ: the Pantocrator appears as a kindly man or a goodly teacher. At
the antipode we have a transcendental painting, with a Christ faithful to
the iconographic ethos of the Eastern Church. With the tranquil expression
of the eyes, the serene arc of the eyebrows, Parthenis succeeds in rendering
a different Pantocrator upon the design of the Bavarian master.

Depicted in the celestial vault around the Pantocrator are eight large six-
winged seraphim in alternation. Four measuring 2 m. and the other four
slightly bigger, measuring 2.5 m. Their visage is idealized and virtually
identical, in no way imitating the child-like faces of the hexapteryga in the
Poros metropolis. Parthenis lavished special care on the texture of the an-
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K. ITagBévng, dlavrtokodtwe», 1909 I. Nadg Ayiov I'ewgyiov, Iadaio Kdigo
C. Parthenis, “Pantocrator”, 1909. Church of St George, Old Cairo
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Zrtov ovpavio 00A0 YOpw amod tov Iavtokpdtooa ekoviCovtat evaA-
AGE okt evueyEOn eEantéguya oepadeip. Téooepa otn dkotaon Twv
2 W kot aAAa téooega, Atyo peyaAvteoa, otn didotaon twv 2,5 w. Ta
oeQAPELUIKA TEOOWTIAX elvat eEAVIKELUEVA, DEV HLILOVVTAL OTIWS OTO
kaOoA o tov ITogov madikd MEOoWTA, KAl O YEVUKES YOXUES DEV OL-
dégovv petald Tovg otV €kpoaot). Eexwolotr] poovtda édetée o [Tao-
0évng at otV VPN TV PTEQWV TV aYYEAWY, kKabwe dev artodidovToal
oxNUaTKa& 0Ttws ot MntedmoAn tov I1égov, aAA& pe éudaon ot Ae-
TITOMEQELAL.

A&lompooektn elvat n anewovion PAGYas emdvw ota kKePAAx Twv
oeoadeip. Iapaméumovy evdexopévwg oty ekova tng [levinkootg,
omov £tot etkoviCetal to Ayo ITvedpa, pe tn poodn moowvne YAwooag
TAvw 0TS KePaAéc twv ATootoAwv. H Aemtopépela avtr] elvat omavi,
lowg kat povadikn. Lta eEantéouya o IlapOévng diadogomoteitat evte-
AOG amtd tov OeiQoto KAt TOAUA pa TEOOWTILKT) Cwyoadkr) oe éva e€at-
et OTALLAQLOUEVO €idOG.

O t000A0g Ppépet ot Bdon Tov 16 mapdBuoa, ota de dlaoTUATA Le-
TV twv mMaEabvEWV kat o KUKALKT) 0elpa ametkoviCovtat oe Gpuotkod
HéyeBog dexaééL mEomdToeg Kot Eodrtes: ot Adap, Nwe, ZapouviA,
ZoAouwvrag, leCexmA, Ieoepiag, Hoalag, Zaxaoiag, lwdvvng o IToodoo-
pog, pvrotwe lwond, Ioodntne HAtag, AavinA, EAwooaiog, Aavtd, Mawi-
oN¢ kat APoadt.

Zanv mepintwon twv oAdowpwv IToopntwv, oL ovyyEveLeg He TIG OHO-
Oepec mapaotAoels Tov OelQUIov O€ TEWTI AVAYVWOT] DE(XVOLV EvAVA-
yvwotec. O IMap0évng, pe v efaipeon twv IIpodpntwv Zayapla kat
Iwavvn tou I1podeodpov, akoAovOel oe YeVucés YORHUES TIC TAQAOTAOELS
TV MEOPNTWV ToL Bavapov daokdAov otov T10oVA0 TNg ZwTtheAag tou
Avicodnuov. Attneel ta ox€da Twv oOAdCWHWV ayiwv, Ta TAoVTL V-
dUHATA TOVG, TIG KIVIOELS TV XEQLWOV O& OTAOT) OHALAG, evAOYIaC Kat
EVOEPELAG KAL TIG XAQAKTIQLOTIKES OTACELS TOL OWUATOG, LLE TNV eAadoc
TEOPOAT Tov evog Todov. To meplyoappa poedrc Tov podr T elvort
oxedoOV Lo oe OAx tax delypata (Zwtrea, I16gog, Kaio), wotdoo duari-
OTWVOLE Hia ooPagr] daxdoporoimot) tov ITapOévn oto Kawgo: etvain
KATAQYNOT] TG LVAIKOTNTAS KAL 1] TVEVHATOTOMON TwV HOQM@V: deV
VTTAQXOLV £QQLUpEVES OKLES. TTapaAANAa, o TTapOévng mpoomaBel va
duatnonoeL v atoOnom g Pulavtvrg aytopoediag, pe T xenorn twv
Xovowv pwtootePpavwy. e avtiBeon pe tov I16go mov amodidetat pe
évav KUKAO, 0 0eQUOG PwTooTEPAVOS €D TOVILETAL TTEQLOTOTEQO ETIAV®
oto YPuxed YaAalio GpovTo.

LT1G ToywVKéS amoANEELS TwV TUUTMAVWYV TV TOEwV elkoviCovToa
eVTOC petaAAlwy Toels kat epuéows téooeglc Tlatoioxes AAeEav-
doelac: 0 KvpiAdog, o Méyac ABavaotog, o ayiog Iwavvne o EAenpawv,
kat o KwvotavtivountdAewe Méyag Pwtiog [pia magadjAwon tov ouy-
x00vov tov Iatoukgyov AdeEavdoeiac] evw ota peTtdAA L BAETOVLE TaX
oVpPoAa TwVv Tecoapwv EvayyeAlotwv: o aetodg tov Iwavvov, o dryyeAog
tov MatOaiov, o Aéwv Ttov MApKoL kat o foug Tov AOUKA.

O ATIOXZ TEQPI'IOX XTO IMMTAAAIO KAIPO

gels” wings, which
are not rendered
schematically as in
the Poros metropo-
lis, but with empha-
sis on detail.
Noteworthy is the
motif of a flame upon
the seraphim heads,
possibly alluding to
the icon of the
Pentecost, in which
the Holy Spirit is
represented thus, in
the form of a tongue
of fire above the
Apostles’” heads. This
detail is rare, perhaps
even unique. In the

six-winged seraphim

Parthenis differs
. completely from
Thiersch and dares a

personal painting in

an extremely stylized genre.

At the base of the dome are 16 windows and in the intervening spaces
(lunettes) are represented, in circular arrangement and life-size, sixteen fig-
ures of forefathers and prophets: Adam, Noah, Samuel, Solomon, Ezekiel,
Jeremiah, Isaiah, Zechariah, John the Baptist, Joseph the betrothed, Prophet
Elijah, Daniel, Elisha, David, Moses and Abraham.

In the case of the prophets, the affinities with the representations of the
same subject by Thiersch are readily apparent at first glance. Parthenis fol-
lows in general outline the images of them by the Bavarian master in the
dome of the Saviour Lykodemou, excepting the prophets Zechariah and St
John the Baptist. He keeps the designs of the full-bodied saints, their opulent
garments, their hands in gestures of speech, blessing and reverence, and the
characteristic poses of the body, with one leg slightly to the fore. The outline
of the figure of the prophet is almost the same in all the monuments (Saviour
Lykodemou, Poros, Cairo), nonetheless we observe a serious differentiation
by Parthenis in Cairo, namely the abolition of the materiality of the figures
and their spiritualization: there are no cast shadows. Concurrently, Parthenis
tries to keep the sense of Byzantine saintly images, by using gold haloes. In
contrast to Poros, where the halo is rendered by a circle, here its glow is em-
phasized further upon the cold light blue ground.

In the spandrels of the tympana of the arches, three and indirectly four
Patriarchs of Alexandria are depicted inside medallions: Cyril, Athanasios
the Great, St John Eleemon (the Merciful), and of Constantinople, Photios



text 6.gxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:39 AM Page 17

O ITagOévng, mowTog amod deLd, e TOV UTeQé KAl TNV MaAéta,
0TO TUUTIAVO TOV TEOVAOL Tov vaov, Aytog Il'eweyiog IMaAatov Kaigov 1909
Parthenis, first from right, with beret and palette, in the tympanum of the dome
of the church of St George in Old Cairo, 1909

Zanv Atyvnto ovvavtovpe ovxva To Béua Twv oLHPOAWY Twv Evary-
YeALoTV 0TIg aPldES TWV KOTITIKWOV TAQEKKANOIWV amtd ToV 60 €ws ToV
110 a., 670V 0 XoLotdg TeQBdAAeTaL amtd dOE, THloW ATIO TV OTOlAL TTEO-
BaAAovv ta téooepa CaOdLA. LTIG TTEQLOTOTEQES ATIO AVTEC TIC TTAQAOTA-
oelg dev koatovv EvayyéAo kat dpatvetat 0Tt otnv meQlmtwor autr) dev
tavtiCovtat pe toug EvayyeAlotés, aAdd eppaviCovtat pe v wotntd
TOUG WG ATIOKAALTTIKWV OvTwVv. H ovuxvn) magovoia toug otic xolotiavi-
KéG ekkAnotec g Aryvmtov mbavov va opeidetat 0o OtL T Téooepa
Cwa Aatpevovtav ekel wg ayloL kot eogtalovtav otic 4 Noeppolov.

Ot ekkANooTIKES HOQDEC aTodDOVTAL TE ATIAAOVG XQWHATIKOVG TO-
voug, Wwiaitega yvwoLpovg oty maAéta tov Iapbévn, dmtwe to yaAalio,
0 ALAG KL TO TEACIVO ETIAVW O€ HavEo (povTo. Xtovg téooegelc Ia-
TOLAQXEGS, AOLTIOV, DEV LOXVEL O YOAHUMLKOC XAXQAKTIOAS, TTOV £€XOVUE OTIC
napgaotaoels twv Hoopntwv. Exet o TlagOévng dev aoOdvetal etkovo-
Yoaducég «deopevoelc» amo 1 Lwtjoa Avkodrjpov. Etval pa pvokr)
He amaAove XQWHATIKOUGS TOVOUS CawyQadir), TTOL avadelkVVEL TO TIQO-
OWTUKO eKAOTIKO Wiwpa tov [TapOévn. Te «toAuned» paveo Gpovto,
OToL TMEOPAAAOLY oL HOOPEC, 0 LwYEAdog dev atocO&vONIKe TNV avdykn
va pwrtioel ta pwtooTédovo. XQNOHOTOLEL Evar HOTIBO Y T TIROCWTIL
twv Iwavvr, ABavaoiov, KvgiAdov, eva ametkoviCet diadogeTik Tov
Do, mov potdlet vedTeQog oe NALkia.

O Cwyeadog aTo Mo PnAo onueio Tov vaov (1909)
The painter at the highest point in the church (1909)

the Great [allusion to his contemporary Patriarch of Alexandria), while in
the medallions we see the symbols of the Evangelists: eagle of John, angel
of Matthew, lion of Mark and ox of Luke.

The symbols of the Evangelists are encountered frequently in Egypt, in
the apses of Coptic chapels from the sixth to the eleventh century, where
Christ is surrounded by a mandorla, behind which the four “zodia” project.
In most of these representations they do not hold a Gospelbook and it
seems that in this case they are not identified with the Evangelists but ap-
pear in their status as apocalyptic beings. Their frequent presence in Chris-
tian churches of Egypt is perhaps due to the fact that the four animals were
venerated as saints there, with feast day 4 November.

The ecclesiastical figures area executed in pastel tones, particularly fa-
miliar in Parthenis’ palette, such as light blue, lilac and green upon a black
ground. The linear character of the representations of the prophets is not
observed in those of the four patriarchs. In these Parthenis does not feel
iconographic “commitments” to the works in the Saviour Lykodemou. This
is a natural painting in muted tones, which enhances Parthenis” personal
artistic idiom. On the “bold” black ground against which the figures are
projected, the painter did not feel the need to illumine the haloes. He uses
one motif for the faces of John, Athanasios and Cyril, whereas he depicts
differently the face of Photios, who appears younger.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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A6 T0 KéVTQO TNG CoAéag avTikQilOUE OTOV TQOUAO TOU VAOU TNV £0YACIA TOU alyvnTiwTn (wyeadov. Aeondlel n etkova tov Ilavrtokpatooa,

TEQLIKUKAOVUEVT) AT 0XTw e£amTéguya oepadeip. Etn BACT) TOU XAUNAOD TUUTAVOU TOV TQOVAOV, AVAUECK OTA TaQdduea, etkoviCovtal dekaéél 60010t kat petwmikoi Ioodrteg,

£V O0TA 0XTW OOALQIKA TOLYWVA, EMAVW amo Ta koQLvOlakd klovokgava, diakgivovtal ta oUpBoAa Twv EvayyeAtotwy kat ot pogdés teooagwv Iatoiagxwv.

From the centre of the solea we look up into the dome decorated by the Egyptiot painter. Dominant is the image of Christ Pantocrator, encircled by eight six-winged seraphim.
At the base of the low drum of the dome, in the lunettes, are the figures of sixteen Prophets, depicted standing and in frontal pose, while in the eight pendentives,
above the Corinthian column capitals, are the symbols of the Evangelists and the figures of four Patriarchs.
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O ITgodntnes EAtooaiog O IMoodnng Aavini O IMgopntnec Aawvid
Prophet Elisha Prophet Daniel Prophet David
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O IMgo¢ntnc Hodliag

Prophet Isaiah

O IMatoiaoxns ABoacu
Patriarch Abraham

O B@eomtne Mwvong
Moses the Theoptes (God-Seeing)

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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O IMowronatwe Adau

O IIgodNTns Zaxagiag

O IMoopntne HAiag

Protopater Adam

Prophet Zechariah

Prophet Elijah

O ATIOX F'EQPTIOX XTO MAAAIO KAIPO

172



photo Parthenis.qxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:42 AM Page 11 $

O IMatoiapxns Nawe O Mvnotwoe Iwon ¢ O IMoopntns ZapovnA
Patriarch Noah Joseph the Betrothed Prophet Samuel
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O IMoo¢pntns ZoAopwv O Moo tnc IeCexinA
Prophet Solomon Prophet Ezekiel
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O Iwavvng o ITpédoopog
John the Baptist

O ITgopnng Iegepiag
Prophet Jeremiah
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«0 Agtog tov Imavvou», «o Boug tov Aovka» Tolxoygadies, chatgika tlywva otov TeovAo, 1909
“the Eagle of John”, “the Ox of Luke”, wall-paintings in pendentives of the dome, 1909

«0 Aéwv Tov Magkov», «0 Ayyedog tov MatOaiov» tolxoyoadies, odpalgika Teiywva atov ToovAo, 1909

“the lion of Mark”, “the Angel of Matthew”, wall-paintings in pendentives of the dome, 1909
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«o INatorapxns AdeEavdoeiog KOoiAAog», «o Méyag Pwtioc» Tolxoyoadies, odpalgiikd toiywva otov toovAo, 1909
“Patriarch of Alexandria Kyrillos, “Photios the Great”, wall-paintings in pendentives of the dome, 1909

«o ITatgragxns AAeEavdoeiag Imavvne o EAenuwv», «<o Agxiemiokonog AdeEavdgeiag ABavactog» Totxoyoadies, ohpaloika Toiywva aTov TeovAo, 1909

“Patriarch of Alexandria John the Eleemon (Merciful)”, “Archbishop of Alexandria Athanasios”, wall-paintings in pendentives of the dome, 1909

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO 179



photo inside.qxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:46 AM Page 2

~ .
- e T s -
~ . — —y

“hw ffwf\_ame-eveke@ase« gk J_«p

e B ok A




photo inside.qxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:46 AM Page 3

T,

: - : mwm‘ . . ——
= - - - - - ? At / - - - N - - -
s Pl S ™ v S gt~ Yl e = M_& m,a-.am aus

- - N - . L = LV R 4"-"“-"1- - ..... '%——t‘r
’ i g

a
R L R — T, T

-.;__fL'; e “




o
[ ]
-
-
-
-
L
L
e
-
a
'@
L]
.
L]
L]
-
L]
-
-
-
-
L]
L]
s
-
L

'.‘ . ‘t_

N ad
5
)
B i
T Y

\E

e
-
N

photo inside.qxp_Layout 1 12/20/15 4:29 PM Page 4
ﬂ-d\ﬂﬂ s
Sk e




photo inside.qxp_Layout 1 12/20/15 4:29 PM Page 5

L TibhhAkd

. P I P e v
RO A N S o e PR SR
m T "

oy .;& T F

Poaizs 1.5
» o A .'--".'-“" H

|
n
/

7




&
e IR 118

|
0 H= 00
0 H= 00

' photo inside.qxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:46 AM Page 6




\ L/

_ '
b b b ’ _

L

< 111V g

photo inside.qxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:46 AM Page 7




photo inside.qxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:46 AM Page 8 @

H Qoaia ITVAN oto vad / The royal doors in the church.
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Méoa ato Ie0od, 0 vads tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov o pukgoyoadia

Inside the sanctuary, the church of St George in miniature
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LTO KTLOTO MQOCKUVNTAQLO, OTIOV £lval TomoOeTnuévn 1) etkova tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov pe To agyveo nauduviio,
TEAYUATOTOLONKE 1] EMLXQUOWOT] TOV AVAYAVPOL dLakOTOU

On the built proskynetarion (icon-stand), where the icon of St George with its silver revetment is place, the relief decoration was gilded
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Eoyaoteg ovvrenong tov LN. Ayiov I'ewgyiov oto ITaAaid Kaigo

Conservation Works in the Holy Church of Saint George in Old Cairo

NkoAaoc Mivwg

Zuvtnentrc Agxatotntwy, Enitipog Ilgoiotauevog tng Atevbvvong
Zuvtnenong Agxaiwv kat Neotéowv Mvnueiwv
Tov Ynovgyeiov IoAttiopov

Eloaywyn

O LeQOG vadg tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov, g opwvupng tepds Movr|g, Bot-
oketat oto [MaAawo Kaigo. ITodkettat i vao kvkAotegovg ouOuov (po-
TovTa) MoL edodleTal emi TELWEOPOL PWHATKOL TEYOoVL, ot Béon
MAAKLOTEQOL VA0V 0 0TOLOC KATAOTRAPNKE a0 TTLEKAYL& To 1904. Ot
€Qyaoleg avéyeQong Tov vaov, vmo Tov agxttéktova NikoAdov Kaion),
dmoxnoav anod to 1905 ewg to 1909.

Yo mAaiow tov égyov «AvaotiAwon tov L. N. Ayiov I'ewoylov oto
Képo kat tov vrokelpevou mogyouv» oL TEAYUATOTIOMONKE LLE TTRWTO-
PovAia tov Makaglotatov Ildna kat Iatoukoxn AAeEavdgelac Ko
ITaong Adoucric ®eddwoov Tov B’ kat amokAeiotikr] xoonyia ABavacoiov
kat Magtvag Magtivov, pe project manager tnv Penelis Consulting Engi-
neers SA kat avddoxo v aryvntiakr] etaugeia Arab Contractors exteAé-
OTNKAV KAl EQYATIEG OLVTIONOTNS TWV TOLXOYQAPLOV, TNG AVAYALPNG
napaotaong tov Ayiov 'ewpylov, Tov TEUTAOL, TNG TOOTKUVIUATIKTG €L
KOVAG KAL TOL TTIROOKLVNTAQIOL TOL VAOU KABWS KAL TWV TTAQEKKANTWY
TV Ayiwv Oe0dwowyv, twv Ayiwv Teooapdrovta Maotiowyv kat twv
Aylwv I'afomA ko KeoundoAn 0to e0wteQikd Tov Qoo Togyov.

Ot epyaoieg ovvTrionong mEoryatoTo)0nKoay and opado eldKeLUE-
VWV ouvIneENTV, TN AtevBuvvong Zuvtronong Agxaiwv kat Newtépwv
Mvnpueilwv tov Yrovgyeiov [ToArtiopov g EAAGdag, oe dixdoxikég pe-
tapdoeig and to 2012 péxot o 2015. O emepPacelc £ywvav e T oVU-
dowvn yvaoun tov Iatoxgxeiov AdeEavdoeiag kot tnv €ykQLomn Tov
Yrovgyeiov Agxaottwv e AryvTTov.

Nikolaos Minos

Conservator of Antiquities, Honorary Head of the Directorate
of Conservation of Ancient and Modern monuments
of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture

Introduction

The church of St George, of the holy monastery of the same name, is lo-
cated in Old Cairo. Of circular plan (rotunda), it is founded on top of a
three-storey Roman tower on the site of an earlier church which was de-
stroyed by fire in 1904. It was built to plans by the architect Nikolaos Kairis,
between 1905 until 1909.

In the framework of the project for the “Restoration of the Holy Church
of St George in Cairo and the underlying tower”, which was implemented
on the initiative of the Most Blessed Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and
All Africa Theodoros II, and with the exclusive sponsorship of Athanasios
and Marina Martinos, with project manager Penelis Consulting Engineers
SA and contractor the Egyptian company Arab Contractors, conservation
work was carried out on the wall-paintings, the relief representation of St
George, the iconostasis, the proskynesis icon and the icon stand of the
church, as well as of the parekklesia of the Sts Theodore, the Forty Holy
Martyrs, and Sts Gabriel and Kermedole in the interior of the Roman tower.

The conservation works were carried out by a team of specialist
conservators of the Directorate of Conservation of Ancient and Modern
Monuments of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture, on successive missions
from 2012 to 2015. The interventions were made with the assent of the
Patriarchate of Alexandria and the approval of the Ministry of Antiquities

of Egypt.
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Ot totxoyoadies tov Kwvortavtivov IagBévn otov toovAAo tov
vaou.

«AovAevw oty exkAnolia, oe vpoc 23 pétpa, axpipwc oto mo YnAo
onueio», «[...] Twpa dovAevw tov [lavtokpdtopa, Tov (610 IOV ékava Kat
otov I1opo, kat oov éotetda o€ pwToypadia. Avti T Gopd emeldn 1 ex-
kAnoia eivar moAv peyadn, o llavtokpatopag éxeL OtaueTpo 5 uétpa...»,
voader otnv lovAla BaAoaudxn o Kwvotavtivog ITag0évng éxovtag
ETUOTQEPEL OTNV YEVETELQA TOV, OTAV TOL avATEONKE 1) TOLXOYQAPT O™
0L TEOVAAOL ToL Ayiov 'ewpyiov oto [TaAawo Kaigo. [EmtiotoAn Iao-
0évn 6.6.1908]

Lxedov ekato xoovia HeTA, Tov LemTéppoto tov 2012, votepa amo al-
e tov Iatouxpyetov AdeEavdoeing kat evtoAr e Fevikne F'oappa-
téwc tov YTIIO k. Atvag Mevdwvn moaypatomoteitol 1) et avtopio
otov LN. Ay. Tewoylov oto ITaAawd Kawgo amnd kAakio tne AtevOuvvong
Zuvtonong Agxalwv kot Newtépwv Mvnueiwv TROKELUEVOL VA EKTL-
HUNBovV oL aVAYKEG OLVTIIONONG KAL OL ATIALTOVIEVES ETIEUPATELS Yio
TNV ATOKATAOTAOT TWV ToLX0YoadLwv tov Kwvotavtivov IagBévn.

H mowtn avtodia kat Adyw tov o1t dev elxav tomofetnOel axoua
IKQLWHATA OTO E0WTEQLKO TEQLOQLOTNKE O€ LAKQOOKOTILKT] eE€TAOT) KL
dwToyeadLKr| TeEKUNQLWOT armd To VPOS TOL dATIEDOV OTO KEVTQO TOL
puvnpetov amd 6mov etvo 0atdg o eTBANTIKOS TOOVAAOG g Potdvtag
TOU VaoU.

H poodr) tov INavtokodtooa deomdlel 0T0 KEVTQO TOL TEOVAAOL O€
UETAAALO pe dtakooun Tk Tavioe o€ YaAAALL0 ovpavo, TAAOLWUEVOG Tte-
OLLLETOLKA aTtO Ay YEAOLG. LTO TOUTAVO TOL TQOVAAOL, avapleoa OTa Tia-
o&Bvoa LoTogovvTAaL oL LoEPES 12 MEOPNTWV, OAGOWHES, HETWTILKEG O€
HVTUELAKES DIAOTACELS. LTt OPALQLKA TOLYWVA KAL KATW XTIO TEQLUE-
TOIKT) TtepiTex v avayAvdn diakooun Ty Covn etkoviCovtal oe HeTAA-
At Tt oUPPOAR TwV TEOOAQWV evayyeAlotwv katl ot ITatoukoxeg
dartiog, Kvoirdog, o Iwavvng o EAenpwv kat o Agylemtiokomog AAeEav-
doelag ABavdotog.

Katd ) dixgketar auTr|g e mEwTNG MQOoEYYLong maQatnononkav
011 Cwyoadikr] ETUGAVELX TWV TOLXOYQADLWOV QWYHES T8 HEYAAT £KTaon
TIOL TIQOEQXOVTOL ATIO TO VTTOTTOWHAX Kot O VOV atd TNV TOLXOTIoLX TOL
TEOVAOV, KaBwGS KAt oTEWHA AtBAANG KAt AoV emikadr)oewv.

Metd TIG eKTIUNOELS AVTEG Kat AaBAvVovTag LTTOYPT T HOVAdLKO-
TITA TOL UVNUEIOL KAL TNV IA{TEQN ONUATIAS TOV TOLXOYQAPIKOV dix-
Kkoopov tov Kwvotavtivov [TapBévn, kabwg kot ta educd mooPATjpata
TOV eVOEXOUEVWS VO TTROEKVTITAY KATA TNV ePAQUOYT eTMEUPATEWY
oLVTIENONG, TEOTAONKE 1) ek Véou emiokeyr 0TO pvnueio, petd TNV To-
mOOETNOT IKQLWHATWY KAl TNV eEXOPAALOT TG duVATOTNTAS €K TOL
MANoloV TEOTPACTIC YL TIV AVAAVTIKT] KATAyQAd] TWV AVAYKWV OLV-
THONONGS TWV TOLXOYQAPLOV.

‘Eva égyo Cwyoadkr|s aoxiCet va pOelpeTat oXedOV apléows HETA TV
0AokATowoT Tov. Alyeg HéQeg 1] PVeS elvat 1) LoV XQOVIKT] TteQiodog
7oL N kataotaoT oL Beweitar téAeix. O Pabuog aAAoiwong tov e€ap-
TATAL AUETA ATIO TV EVIAOT] TWV OLVOTNKWOV TOL TEQBAAAOVTOG TOL KAl

O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

O teoVAA0G mELv Tt ovvtr)enot / The dome before conservation works

The wall-paintings by Constantinos Parthenis in the dome of the
church

“I am working in the church at a height of 23 metres, exactly at the highest
point [...] Now I am working on the Pantocrator, the same one as I painted in Poros,
and of which I have sent you a photograph. This time, because the church is very
large, the Pantocrator is 5 metres in diameter...”, Constantinos Parthenis wrote
to Julia Valsamaki, on returning to his birthplace after receiving the com-
mission to execute the wall-paintings in the dome of St George in Old Cairo
[Letter from Parthenis, 6.6.1908]

Almost one hundred years later, in September 2012, at the request of the
Patriarchate of Alexandria and on the order of the Secretary General of the
Hellenic Ministry of Culture Lina Mendoni, the first in-situ inspection was
conducted in the church of St George in Old Cairo, by a team of the
Directorate of Conservation of Ancient and Modern Monuments, in order
to assess the conservation requirements and the necessary interventions for
the restoration of the wall-paintings by Constantinos Parthenis. Given that
scaffolding had not yet been installed in the church interior, this first
autopsy was limited to macroscopic examination and photographic
documentation from floor level at the centre of the monument, from where
the imposing dome of the rotunda is visible.

Dominating the centre of the dome is the figure of Christ Pantocrator in
a medallion with decorative band, against a blue heaven and encircled by
angels. In the lunettes between the windows in the tympanum of the dome
are the figures of 12 prophets, full-bodied, in frontal pose and monumental
scale. In the pendentives and below an intricate decorative zone in relief,
depicted in medallions are the symbols of the four Evangelists and the
patriarchs Photios, Cyrill, John Eleemon (the Merciful) and the Archbishop
of Alexandria Athanasios.
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Katd tn didgkela Twv 0YaOLwV OLVTHENOTG Twv TolxoYoadiwv / Conservation works in progress on the wall-paintings

NG EMDEAONG AVTWV OTA VAIKA kataokeung Tov. Ilowv tnv epaopoyr
OTIOLWVONTOTE eMeUPATEWY CLVTIIENONG ELVAL XATIAQALTNTO VO TIQONYT)-
Oel AemTopEQN)C MEOKATAQKTIKY e£€Ta0T] Yix TV Katayoadn Tng ékta-
oG KaL TNV EQUNVEia Twv oty GO0QAG.

Lroxevovtag oty eEaoPAALoN TwV KAAVTEQWY DUVATWY CUUTEQR-
OHATWYV Y& TNV KATAOTAOT] DLATHONONG TWV TOLXOYQAPLOV, TTOOY LATO-
nomOnke ot agxéc Aekeupoiov Tov Wlov €tovg Kat adov elyxav
avantuxOel 0to pvnpelo Ta AMAQATNTA IKQLWHATA €K VEOUL eTdBaon
opAdAg eWKELUEVWY oLVTNENTWV amd T AtevBvvon Luvtrjonong Ao-
xatwv kat Newtéowv Mvnpueiwv tov Ynovgyelov IMoArtiopot pe tov
avaykalo eE0TALOUO 0QYAVWYV KAl CLOKELWYV Yia TNV e£€Taon TwV ToL-
Xoyoaduov.

Kata ) didgketa TG magaploviig Tou KALUAKIOL £yLvary OXeDLOTIKNY
Kol GwToYQAPLKT] ATOTUTIWOT), KATAYQXPT] KAL LETOT)OELS LYQATIAG KAl
OeopokQaoiag TNG ETUPAVELAS TWV TOLXOYQADLOV Kol EYKATAOTOOT) Ot
KTVOL 00YAVWV HETQTOTG TS VYQATIAG TOL E0WTEQLKOV XWQOUL TOL UVT)-
petov. Emtlong, moaypatonomOnke pwtoypddnon oto vréoudgo kat
LTTEQUODEC PATUA Y TN OLEQEVVNOT] KATWTEQWYV OTRWHATWY NG Cow-
YoadIkng.

L10 MAalO10 TNG MOOKATAOKTIKAG EEETAOTG KAL [LE OKOTIO TNV KATA-
VOTOT TNG TEXVOAOYIAC KATAOKEVNC TWV TOLXOYQAPLWV XONTLLLOTIOL-
NoONKe U KATAOTQEMTIKTY] TEXVIKY] (PACHATOOKOTIAS Yyix TNV
TOVTOTOMNOT] TWV XOWOTIKWV.

Ot xvoLdTeQeg AAAOWDOELS TIOL DATILOTWON KAV OTOV TOLXOYQAPLKO
OLAKOOHO TOL TEOVAOUL ToL vaoL ToL Ayiov 'ewgyiov Ntav Qwypég tov
KOVIAHATOG TTOL dLATEEXOVV TOV TEOVAO ATIO TNV KOQU(T TOV, AKTIVWTA,
péxoL o VPog TV TaEABVEWV Kat opeldovTal oTny VTTAEEN peTAAALKTG
evIioXvOoTMG TNC TOoLXOTOoLAC TOL. MeQLKT] 1] OALKT] ATIWAELX KOVIAATOG

In this first inspection, cracks were observed over a wide area of the
paint surface, arising from the priming and possibly from the masonry of
the dome, as well as a layer of soot and other incrustations.

After these assessments and taking into account the uniqueness of the
monument and the especial importance of the mural decoration by Con-
stantinos Parthenis, as well as the particular problems that might arise in
the course of implementing conservation interventions, a new visit to the
monument was proposed, after the installation of scaffolding, so securing
the possibility of close access to the wall-paintings, in order to record ana-
lytically their conservation needs.

A painted work begins to deteriorate almost immediately after its com-
pletion. Its state is considered perfect for only a few days or months. The
degree of its deterioration depends directly on its environmental conditions
and their effect on the materials of which it is made. Any conservation in-
tervention must be preceded by a detailed preliminary examination, in
order to record the extent and the suspected causes of the deterioration.

With the aim of ensuring the best possible conclusions on the state of
preservation of the wall-paintings in the church of St George, in early De-
cember 2012, and after the necessary scaffolding had been installed in its
interior, a team of specialist conservators of the Directorate of Conservation
of Ancient and Modern Monuments of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture re-
turned with the necessary equipment and instruments for examining them.

During the team’s stay, measured drawings and photographs of the
wall-paintings were taken, the humidity and temperature of their surface
was measured and recorded, and instruments for measuring humidity in
the church interior were installed. Furthermore, infrared and ultraviolet
photography was carried out, in order to investigate underlying layers of
the painting.
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KOl XQWHATIKOU OTQWUATOS TAQATNENONKE T& TIEQLOQLOLLEVT] £KTAON
kata eploxés. ‘Evrovn anokdAAnon Cwyoaducod oTemUaTos damiotw-
Onke oe MOAAG onuela ot poodéc twv ITgodn v, mov odpeldetar otnv
eloodo vypaoiag amnd ta mapdBvea Tov TvuTdvov. OAGKANEN 1) eTIDA-
VELA TOV TOLXOYQAPLKOV DAKOTOU KAAVTITETAL ATIO T XV OTQWHAX ETTL-
kaBnoewv, alBaAng, okdvne kat AAAWV QUTIWV TG ATHOODALQAG.
Emimpoo0étws 1 Cwyoadur emtipaveLa ToL TEOVAAOL HéxQL To VoG TG
Cavne twv ITpodpntwv eltvat epPavég OTL £xeL eMLXQLOTEL 0TO TAQEADOOV
He Kamoto meootateLTikd LVAWO. H emiyxoton diakoivetar adélia epoo-
pHoopévn, éxeL ovgotkvwOel, etval Amtapn] kat KOAAWONG dLeLKOAVVOVTOG
TI CLOCWQEELOT OKOVTG KAL QUTIWV OTNV ETUPAVELX TWV TOLXOYQAPLV.

Kata ) duaoketa tng epagHoYNiS TwV TAQATIAVE® Y VWOTIKWV [LE-
000wV Kal TG katayeadnc s maboAoylag Twv ToLXoYeapLwV oay-
patomom)Onkav oe ovvepyaoio He TNV OHAdA TWV ALYLTITIWV
ovvtnentwv ¢ Arab Contractors, ot TEWTEG DOKLUES EKTEAEOTC QY-
OV KaBaQLoHoL kat 0Teéwong e Lwyoadkne eTudPAvelng oe eTti-
Agypéva onueta kat etéOnoav ot meodtaypadég yiax TNy emAoyn twv
HeBdWV KAl TV LAKWV ovvTrenong mov Ba epagpootovv. Emtiong, An-
dONKav delypata amo To KOVIioa TOL VTTOOTOWATOS, ATO TO XQUOO TNG
dLKOOUNTIKTG TAVIAG, Ao To YaAALL0 POVTO KAt artd T0 LALKO TG ve-
OTEQNG ETUXQLOTG TQOKELEVOL Vo D0O0VV Yia e€étaon otnv EAAGda.

Ta amoteAédopata twv e£eTdoewV Kal TWV dOKLUWV, KAOWS KAL TO
UVALKO oL OVAAEXONKE ATtd TNV TEOKATAQKTIKY) eE€Taxon eTeEeQyAoTh)-
KAV Ao TV opada twv ovuvnentwv g Atevbvvong Zvvtienong Ap-
xatwv kot Newtéowv Mvnuelwv otnv ABrva kot pall pe tor .otoQkd
oToLXela Kot TNV PWTOYQAPLKT] Kol OXEDLACTIKT] TEKHUNQIWOT) CUUTIEQL-
AMPONKav oto TevX0g peAétng mov ekmtovrOnie Y to épyo. Ta ovuTe-
QaopAaTa TNG HeAETNC a&loAoyr|ONKaV OLUYKQLTIKA [e TN peAétn mov
eKTIOVNOE N O opAda Yyl TN oLVTIENOT TWV TOLXOYQAPLWV OTOV
TQOVAAO TOL vaou tov Ay. I'ewgytov otov 1600, €Yo, emiong, tov Kwv-
otavtivov [1ag0évn, kKatd to étog 1907.

EkTtdc amo TG TEXVOTQOTUKES OHOLOTNTES 0TIV ATIODO0T] TWV HOQPWV
tov ITavtokodtogog kat twv ITpodpntawv, av kat oe dadogetikn KAL-
Haka, aitego evdlad£Qov TaQOLTIAlOUV T ATOTEAECUATA TWV AVAL-
AVOEWV TV XQWOTIKWV KAL TOLU OULVOETIKOU VAWKOU Tov Omwg
dLATUOTAONKE £XOLV KOLVA XAQAKTQLOTIKA.

Toa ovunepdopata avTOV TwV peAeTwy, kabws kat magadelypata
amo ) peAét) avaloywv éoywv oty EAAGda, magovoidotnkay amnd
TNV OHAdA TV CLVTINENTWV TS AtevOBuvVonc ZuvTrenong Agxalwv Kat
Newtéowv Myvnuelwv katd m petdBacn mov meayuatorom|onke oto
Kéio, tov Iavovdoto tov 2013. H magovoiaon moaypatoromOnke oe
alBovoa ocvoképewv tng Arab Contractors kat tnv maQakoAovOnoav ot
eTUBAETIOVTEG KAL TO OLVEQYEID TWV ALYLTITIWV CLVTNENTWVY. Lt oLlN-
TNOT] TTIOL AKOAOVONOE EMOTNUAVOTKAV T XAQAKTIOLOTUKA TNG TEX VLK
KATAOKELNG TWV TOLXOYQAPLOV, 1] KAKT] KATAOTAOT) DT iENnong, 1 aotd-
Qe o TOAAEC TteQLOXEG TOL LwYQAPIKOV OTQWHATOSC KAL) EKTAOT) TG
aAdoiwong g emMPAVELAS TOL ATO TNV ETUKAON 0T QUTIWV, KOs Kat

O ATIOZ TEQPIIOX XTO IMAAAIO KATIPO

AemTOp£QELX TTOLV KAL LETA TT) OLVTAENON

Detail before and after conservation

As part of the preliminary examination and in order to understand the
technology of the construction of the wall-paintings, the non-destructive
technique of spectroscopy was employed to identify the pigments.

The main damage noted in the painted decoration of the church of St
George was cracking of the plaster all over the dome, from its apex radially
down to the level of the windows, which is due to the presence of metal
reinforcement of its masonry. Partial or total loss of plaster and painting
layer was observed locally over small areas. Detachment of the painting
layer was ascertained at several points on the figures of the prophets, which
was due to the seeping of moisture through the windows of the tympanum.
The entire surface of the wall-paintings was covered by a thick layer of
incrustations, soot, dust and other atmospheric pollutants. In addition, it
became clear that the painting surface of the dome, to the height of the zone
of the prophets, had been coated with some protective material in the past.
This coat, which had shrunk, had been clumsily applied. It was greasy and
sticky in texture, and attracted dust and pollutants on the surface of the
wall-paintings.

In the course of applying the aforesaid diagnostic methods and recording
the pathology of the wall-paintings, the first trials of cleaning and consoli-
dating the painting surface were made at selected points, in collaboration
with the team of Egyptian conservators of Arab Contractors, and the speci-
fications for the conservation methods and materials to be applied were
reached. Samples were taken of the plaster of the priming layer, of the gold
of the decorative band, of the blue ground and of the material of the later
coating, in order to be analysed in Greece.

The results of the examinations and the trial tasks, as well as the material
collected from the preliminary examination, were processed in Athens by
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AemTOpéQELX TTOLV KAL UETA T GUVTIQNOT)

Detail before and after conservation

N LeBodoAOY o KAl T VAIKK TTOL TOTEVOVTAL VA EPAQHOTTOVY YIX THV
ATOKATAOTAOT TOUG Kal mEaypatoromOniay enwdeifels epaguoynic
OTEQEWOTEWV Kal KAOaQLOHOU o€ oLVEQYATia UE TOVG ALYVTITIOVS OLV-
TNONTEG Y TV TTAQOXT] KATELOVVOEWV KoL 0OON YWV YLX Tt OTAdIX KAl
TNV €KTAOT] TV EMEUPATEWV.

1o dtdotnua oL akoAovBOel oL eQyaoies ovvTr)ononG ektTeAoVVTAL
amo 1o ovveQyeio g Arab Contractors, VoTtepa amd mMEO- oLVEVVONON
o€ 0TL adoQA TIG TEQLOXEC EMMEUPBAOTNG, 1) OTIOIAX ETMIKALQOTIOLE(TOL AVA-
Aoya pe T anoteAéopata o€ kaOe vEa Hag amooTOAN.

Iduaiteon éudpaon 000nKe otV Tapaotaon tov Ilavtokpdtopog otov
te0VAA0. Ot egyaoieg kKaBaLopov, apaigeong QUTIWY KAl TOL VEOTEQOL
ETUXQLIOHATOG, TTOV OTWS ATUOTWONKE ATIO TIC AVAAVOELS ETTOOKELTO
Yio kel pHéAlooag, oy LatomomOnKay kK&Ttw amod T CLVEXT] TTAEOLT L
Kkat eTtiPAen Tov KAakiov pag.

Y10 MEOOWTO TOL XQLOTOV, OTa XEQLX KAL OTO ELVAYYEALD, OTO KOKKLVO
LLATLO KAL OTO HTIAE X1TOVa OTtov dlamiotadnie iaitepn evaoOnoia twv
XOWOTLKWYV, OL EQYACTLES EKTEALOTNKAV ATIO OCLVTIENTEG TOL KALHAK{OL
HaG, He Walteon HEQIUVA Yix TNV aoPaAn] anokaAvyn twv Aenmtope-
QELWV NG TEXVIKTIS NG Cwypadikr)s Tov Kwvotavtivov ITagOévn.

Xan Zavn twv Ioodntav oty tov kabaglopd moonynonke otegé-
WOT) TWV ATIOKOAANHEVWV TTEQLOX WV TOL LwyQadLkoV OTQWHATOS TQO-
KELLEVOL va Do PaALoTel 1] pUn TTeQaUTEQW ATIWAEL ETUPAVELAS EVW) VI
T ONHEL TWV ATWAELWOV TEOTAONKE 1) XONOLLLOTIOM 0T AKQUALKWV X0wW-
HATWV Kol ToaypatomomOnkay oxetikés emdetfels ePpagpoyng wote
TO ATOTEAETUA TWV OCUUTIANQWOEWV VA ElVAL OLAKQOLTO ATtd TNV avBev-
Tkr) emipaveta g Cwyoadkr)c. H idia peBodoAoyia akoAovOOmnice kat
0TI CLVTAENOT TNG AVAYALPNG dAKOOUNTIKNG Cavng, kKaBwg kat ot

the team of conservators of the Directorate of Conservation of Ancient and
Modern Monuments, and together with the historical data and the photo-
graphic and graphic documentation were included in the study file pre-
pared for the project. The results of the study were evaluated comparatively
with the study prepared by the same team for the conservation of the wall-
paintings in the dome of the church of St George on the Greek island of
Poros, also works by Constantinos Parthenis, executed in 1907.

Apart from the stylistic similarities in the rendering of the figures of the
Pantocrator and the prophets, although in different scale, particularly in-
teresting were the results of the analyses of the pigments and the binder,
which were found to have common characteristics.

The conclusions of these studies, as well as examples from the study of
analogous works in Greece, were presented by the team of conservators of
the Directorate of Conservation of Ancient and Modern Monuments on
their visit to Cairo in January 2013. The presentation took place in a con-
ference room of Arab Contractors and was attended by the supervisors and
the team of Egyptian conservators. In the ensuing discussion, the technical
characteristics of the wall-paintings were noted, as well as the poor state of
preservation, the instability of the painting layer in many areas and the ex-
tent of the deterioration of its surface due to incrustation of pollutants. The
methodology and the materials proposed for application for their restora-
tion were deliberated upon, and demonstrations of consolidation and
cleaning was made in collaboration applications were given Egyptian con-
servators, to provide directions and guidelines for the stages and the scope
of the interventions.

During the following period, the conservation works were carried out
by the team from Arab Contractors, after prior agreement with regard to
the areas of intervention, which was updated in accordance with the results
at every new mission of the Greek team of conservators.

Particular emphasis was placed on the representation of the Pantocrator
in the dome. The tasks of cleaning, removing pollutants and the later coat-
ing, which analyses showed was of beeswax, were carried out under the
constant supervision of our team.

On the face of Christ, the hands and the Gospelbook, on the red hima-
tion and the blue chiton, where particular sensitivity of the pigments was
observed, the tasks were carried out by conservators of our team, with es-
pecial care to reveal safely the details of Constantinos Parthenis” painting
technique.

In the zone of the prophets, cleaning was preceded by consolidation of
the detached areas of the painting layer, in order to prevent further loss of
the surface, while at the points of the losses the use of acrylic paints was
proposed and related demonstrations of application were made, so that the
result of the completions is distinct from the authentic painting surface.
The same methodology was followed also in the conservation of the relief
decorative zone, as well as on the medallions of the Evangelists and the
patriarchs. After completion of the works of consolidation, cleaning and
aesthetic restoration of the ensemble of wall-paintings, a final protection of

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO 209
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Kata tn diagreia Twv e0yaoiwv GUVTAENONG
Conservation works in progress

petdAAx twv EvayyeAiotav kat twv Hatowxpxwv. Metd tnv oAokAn-
QWOT] TV EQYATLIOV OTEQEWONG, KAOAQLOHOU KAl AloONTIKIG ATOKATA-
oTtaAoNG Tov gLVOAOL TV TOLXOYQAdLWY, TEoTABNKe 1 edaguoyn
TeAIKNG MEOOTATIAG TNG ETUPAVELAS TOUG e PEKATHO DAAVUATOC Kot
TAAANANG akQUAWKNG ENTivng.

H AvayAvon [lagaotacmn tov Ayiov 'ewgyiov

IMogdAANAG e TNV EKTEAEOT) TWV EQYATLOV TUVTIQNOTS TWV TOLXOYQN-
duov tov Kwvotavtivov Iapbévn eEetdotnkav amod To KALUAKLIO pog ot
QVAYKESG OLVTHQNOTG NS AVAYALPNS TaxpAaoTaong tov Ayiov 'ewgylov.

IModxkertat yior avaryAvdo e 0AOYALPEG AeTTTOUEQELEG KATAOTKEVOL-
opévo and Yoo, dixotdoewv 3,10 pétoa vipoug emtt 1,60 pétoa mA&TovG,
miov amtetkoviCet tov Ayio I'ecvpyro, épummo, va povevel To dodico e dOQU.

Boloketat otn fogeix TAevEA TOL VAo, 0To TEAOG TNG KEVTOLKNG KAL-
Hakag 1ov odnyel otnv eioodo, évOeto oe AOLVN AQXLTEKTOVIKT] Kata-
OKEVY HE AETWHA TIOV TIAQATIEUTIEL 08 VAOOXTHO TIROTILAO dWELKOV
ovOuov.

IToodpavac kataokevaotnke TV TeQlodo 1943 - 48 mov €yve Kat 1
mEooOMKN TS KAlpakag mov 0dNyel oto vad vitd Vv emiBAemn Tov a-
xitéktova I NucoAaidn.

Katd v e£étaon kot dlegevvnom TG eMPAVELAS TOL DATUOTWOTKE
N UAQEN eMAAANAWY VEOTEQWV ETUKAAVTITIKWV OTQWHATWV aTtd aof3e-
OTOXQLOHA KL TAAOTIKA XQWHATA, £VW) O& AQKETA onpelo owlovTo
(xvn xowpatiopoL g empavelac. Tyvn emxovowong dixmiotwonkay
0710 HETAAALKO DOQU. O eVOELEELS AVTES HAG 0D1YNOAV OTO CUUTEQAT LA
OTL TO AVAYALPO 1) TAV AQXIKA TTOAVXQWHO.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

To avayAvdo mELV KAl HETA TN CLUVTHENOT
The relief before and after conservation

their surface by spraying with a dilution of appropriate acrylic resin was
proposed.

The relief representation of St George

Alongside the execution of the conservation works on the wall-paintings
by Constantinos Parthenis, our team examined the conservation needs of
the relief representation of St George.

This is a plaster relief with details in the round, measuring 3.10 x 1.60
m., depicting St George on horseback and slaying the dragon with a spear.

It is situated on the north side of the church, at the end of the central stair-
case leading to the entrance, set in a stone architectural construction with
pediment, which refers to a temple-shaped propylon in the Doric order.

Presumably it was sculpted in the period 1943-1948, when the staircase
leading to the church was added, under the supervision of architect loannis
Nikolaidis.

The examination and investigation of the surface revealed the existence
of later coatings of whitewash and plastic paints, while at several points
traces of coloration of the surface survive. Traces of gilding were ascer-
tained on the metal spear. These indications led us to the conclusion that
the relief was initially polychrome.

The stages of the interventions included the removal of the layers of
coatings and the later pigments, consolidation of the surface and filling in
of the losses.

With the completion of the cleaning it became possible to see the original
image of the coloration of the relief. The artist had used shades of black and
earth pigments to emphasize the figure of the dragon and to shadow the
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To otdda TV eMepPAoEWV CLUUTIEQLEAABAV TV ATIOUAKQUVOT] TWV
ETUKAAVTITIKOV OTQWHATWY KAL TWV VEOTEQWYV XOWOTIKWY, OTEQEWOT)
G eMPAVELAS KL CUUTATIQWOT] TWV ATIWAELWV.

Me tnv 0AoKANQwON ToL KABAQLOUOV KATEDTH duVATI] 1] AQXIKY EL-
KOVA TOU XQWHATIOHOU TOL avayAVPov. ATTOXQWOELS HAUQOV KAL Yot
WOV XQWHATWV elxav xonoiwuomombel and Tov KaAALTEXVN YA va
TOVIOOLV TN HOEPT] TOL DPAKOL KAL VOt OKLACOLV THV TAQACTAOT ATtd
OLOHAC, eV TO AAOYO KoL 1) HOEPT] TOL AYIOU ATIOOWOTAV LLE ATTOXQW-
LG WX0AG KAt AgvKoL.

Metd TV katdAANAN MEOETOHATIX TNG ETMUPAVELAS TTOAYHATOTIOL-
11OnKe 1 ALoONTIKT) ATOKATAOTAOT) HE TV EGAQUOYT AQALOV DIAAVUATOS
XOWOTIKWV 0¢€ eMAAANAQ OTRWHATA DLATNOWVTAG OTTOL NTAV dLVATO TO
OWCOHEVO AQXLKO XQWHATLOUO.

Katd ) dlagkela Twv e0yaodV eVIOTOTNKAY XAQAYHATA, OVOHATA
KAt eTyeadEc o aQaBikr] yoadr) 0To KATWTEQO T A TOL ALHOU Tov
0QAKOV, OTELD OXETIKA €VKOAX TTQOOPBATIUO OTOV ETUOKETTI) TIQOOKL-
vnr). [dlaitego evolap€Qov mMEOKAAETE 0 EVIOTUOUOG OTO E0WTEQLKO TOV
OTOATOS TOL OQAKOL YOATITOV ONUEWHATOS, ETILONG OTNV apaBuc.

ITodkertat Yo To yodppoa evog Aryvmtiov uadnt, pe to ovopa Pd-
oayk I'ovavtia Aum EA Zaiért, o omoiog emikaAeitat ) forjOewx tov Ayiov
T'ewoYylov dote va metvxel oTic e€etdoels. Me iaitego oefacuo kat evoat-
oOnoia avadégetat otovg yovelg Tov kat agokaAetl tov Ayto I'ewgylo
va otaBel dimAa tov dAdvovtag akopa kot Tov agldpo g Oéomng tov.
To xewdyoado ovvtnonOnke kat extiBeton oe xweo g leods Movr|c.

ITood Tic MEoomAOeLeg de KATETTN dDLVATO LEXQL KAL T OTUYUT| TNG
oLYYQAPNS AVTOV TOV KELEVOL VA EVIOTILOTEL TO OVOUA TOL KAAALTEX VN
TOV MEOTIAGCUATOG TOL avaryAUDOV, TToL artodidetal pe efagetied oToL-
Xela kAaoowciCovoag kat avaryevvnowaknc mAaotknc. H ekudyevon tov
avTrypadov oAV mbavov va meaypatomow|0nke oTnv KOVTLVY| Te-
owox1 El-Fustat, meploxr] pe mapkdoon oe avdAoya egyaotiox yvote-
Xviag, Kamowx amo ta oTola AELTOLEYOUV AKOUA.

To téumAo, TO KTLOTO TEOTKLVITAQL KAL 1] EIKOVA TOL Ayiov
T'ewovyiov.

Meta TV 0AOKANQWOT) TWV EQYATLV ATIOKATACTAOTG TOL KTIOTOV TéLL-
TIAOL ATIO TO CLUVEQYELD TWV ALYVTITIWV CLVTNENTWYV KELONKE arvarykaio vou
TRy HaTtoTo 0l 1 emLXQUOWOT) TOL AVAYALPOL DAKOTOL KAOWGS KAL)
aloONTUCY ATIOKATACTAOT) KOt TTQOOTATLA TG ETUPAVELXS TOV.

Eoyaotiec kabaplopov kol amokataotaong g avdeviunic emipa-
velag tov Lwyeadkov Kat avayAvpov dakOoHOoL Ty HatoTto)0nkay
KAl 0710 KTLoTté mpookvvntdotl. Katd tn didgkelx Twv e0yaoiwv kdtw
amnd aAAemTAAANAQ OTEOHATA VEOTEQWYV ETEUPBATEWY aTTokaAUDOTIKe
ot Bdorn Tov TEOVAAOL emtrypadr] tov dwentr) “APIEPOMA ITAPA-
LKEYA ©.TEQPTOITIOYAOY EK AABION THX MANTINEIAYX ATIKX
(1926) kot oe meoo, Tov dnuoveyov “AIAKOXMHYIY EKTEAEZOEIZA
YTIO TOY KAAAITEXNOY IT.A. APAOYMOY A®IEPQOEIXA AE YTIO
KOPAAIALIT. APAGYMOY”.

To TéunA0 TOU VAOD KATA TH JIAQKELX TWV EQYATLWYV EMXQUOWOTG

Gilding works in progress on the iconostasis of the church

representation from the west, while the horse and the figure of the saint
had been rendered in shades of ochre and white.

After the appropriate preparation of the surface, the aesthetic restoration
was carried out by applying a weak dilution of pigments in successive lay-
ers, preserving wherever possible the surviving original coloration.

In the course of the works, incisions, names and inscriptions in Arabic
script were identified on the lower part of the dragon’s neck, a point rela-
tively easily accessible to the visiting pilgrim. Particularly interesting was
the finding, inside the dragon’s mouth, of a note, also in Arabic.

This is the letter from an Egyptian schoolboy, by the name of Farag Wadia
Ab El Saiet, who seeks the assistance of St George to pass the examinations.
With particular respect and sensitivity, he refers to his parents and invokes St
George to stand by him, declaring even the number of his place. The manu-
script was conserved and is exhibited in the premises of the Holy Monastery.

Despite our efforts, it has not been possible to find the name of the artist
who created the model of the relief, which is rendered with superb traits
of Classicizing and Renaissance sculpture. The cast was very likely made
in the nearby neighbourhood of El-Fustat, where traditionally there were
workshops producing analogous plaster-casts, some of which still operate.

The iconostasis, the built icon-stand and the icon of St George

After the team of Egyptian conservators completed conservation works on

the built iconostasis, it was decided necessary to gild the relief decoration, as

well as to proceed to the aesthetic restoration and protection of its surface.
The authentic surface of the painted and relief decoration of the built

icon-stand (proskynetari) was also cleaned and restored. In the course of

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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AmoxdAvn emyeadwv KaTd T dLdQKELA EQYATLWV CUVTAENONG
Inscriptions being revealed in the course of conservation works

TomoBetnuévn 010 €0WTEQLKO TOL MEOOKLVNTAQIOL PEloKeTaL 1) €L
Kkova Tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov, diaotacewv 1,10x0,89 p. KaAvnttetat amno emi-
XQUOWHEVO aQYLEO TIAUPUAAO, TO OO0 TTAALOLDVETAL ATIO 0QELYAAKLVT
avdyAvopn kopviCa pe putikod didicoopo. To oxédlo otnv emipdveax tov
HETAAALOV TtapPULAAOL akoAovOel oXedOV TLOTA TO avTioToLyo Lwyoa-
DO OV VTTAQXEL ATO KATW Kat PEQEL EMLyQAdT] XAQAYHEVN, O& eAAT-
vikn) kat agafikr] yoadn), “AAITANI TEQPTIOY ZOYKPH ZAXP 1914”.
Metd TV amopakQuVOT] ToL TARUPLVAAOL, TTOL TTEAYHAaTOTOW|ONKKe YL
TEWTH oA OTNV LoTORIA TNG EKOVAS, ATOKAAVPONKE WIAlTEQNS KAA-
Altexviknc onpaoiog Cwyoadud QY0 e TEXVOTQOTILKA XK TIOLOTUC
KONTIKTG OX0ATG. AmtewkoviCet tov Ayto I'ecdoyro, épummo, va poveveL to
004K0. LTo AA0Y0 ouvintTteveL oedr| ePpriBov, kKatw deli ewkovileTtatn
TOLYKIMLOOQ, eV OTOV TTUEYO, O PACIALAC TTOL KQATAEL TA KAEWLX TNG
TOANG, 1 PaciAloona, caAToTég kol TAN00G OToATIWTWY.

H Cwyoadum erudavela magovoiale exteTapléva mEopANHaTa ovv-
monong. IoaypatonomOnkav epyactec otepéwonc, kabaglopov kat
ALOONTIKNAC ATIOKATACTAOTG TOV VTOOTOWHATOS Kat NG Cwyoadikng
KaOd¢ kat KaBaQLopdS Kat TQOOTATIX TOL AQYLEOV TAUPUVAAOV.

Ta MAQeEKKATOLA 0TO EOWTEQLKO TOV QWHATKOD TUQYOU.

Meta VvV 0AOKATIQWOT) TWV aVAOTNAWTIKWY ETEUPATEWV KAL TAQAA-
AnAa pe Tic egyaoieg mpoetolpaciag g éxkbeong Twv ketunAlwy g
Iepad Movrig 0T0 e0WTEQLKO TOL QWHATKOV TTUEYOL TRy LarToTTo | OnKkav
EQYAOLEC CLVTNENONG KAL ATTIOKATAOTAONS TWV TOUOV TMAQEKKANTIWY

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

LS

AemtopéQela KATA T DIAQKELA TWV EQYACLAWV GUVTIONONG
Detail from conservation works in progress

these works, the inscription of the donor was revealed under successive lay-
ers of later interventions, on the base of the dome: AOIEPQOMA TTAPA-
YKEYA ©. TEQPTOITIOYAOY EK AABION THX MANTINEIAY ATIKX
(1926) (Dedication of Paraskeva Th. Georgopoulou from Davia in Mantineia
1926), and of the creator, on a pillar: AIAKOXMHYIY. EKTEAELZGEIZA
YTIO TOY KAAAITEXNOY TLA. APAOYMOY A®QIEPOOEIZA AE YTIO
KOPAAIAL II. APAOYMOY (Decoration executed by the artist P.A.
Arathymos and dedicated by Koralia P. Arathymou).

Placed inside the proskynetari is the icon of St George (1.10 x 0.89 m..). It is
covered by an embossed sheet of silver gilt, within a bronze relief frame with
vegetal decoration. The design on the surface of the sheet-metal cover fol-
lows almost faithfully the corresponding painted image underneath and car-
ries an incised inscription in Greek and in Arabic script: AATTANI
T'EQPI'TIOY XOYKPH ZAXP 1914 (at the expense of Georgios Soukris 1914).
After removal of the metal sheet, for the first time in the icon’s history, a
painted panel of outstanding artistic value was uncovered, with stylistic
traits of the Cretan School. St George is depicted on horseback and slaying
the dragon. He is accompanied on the horse by a youth, while represented
bottom right is the princess and in the tower are the king holding the keys
of the city, the queen, buglers and a host of soldiers.

The painting surface presented extensive conservation problems. Works
on the consolidation, cleaning and aesthetic restoration of the priming and
of the painting were carried out, as well as cleaning and protecting of the
silver-gilt cover.
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Conservation works in progress

Meta tnv anopdkuvor) tov tapudpvAilov / H etkdva peta tn ovvtronon
After the removal of the precious metal revetment / The icon after conservation

Aemtopégela Tov TAPUGUAAOL HETA T CLUVTAENON

Detail of the precious metal revetment after conservation

The chapels inside the Roman tower

After completion of the restoration interventions in the monument and in
parallel with the preparation of the exhibition of sacred treasures of the
Holy Monastery, inside the Roman tower, conservation and restoration
works were carried out in the three chapels (parekklesia) which are located

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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7oL PolokovTat og dLAdoQa eTUTIEdX KoL DX HLOQPOON KAV UETA TIC ETTEU-
Baoeic tne meptodov 1943 - 1948.

To mapekkAn oL Twv Ayiwv Oeodwowv

Boloketat oto xaunAdtepo emimedo Tov pwHAikoL oeyov. To KTLoTd
TEUTIAO TOL taekKANOlov PEpel avAYALDO DIAKOTHO, ETILXQUOWLLEVO.
Zrig Béoelg Twv de0MOTIKAV EKOVWVY €XOUV dNuLovynOet amtevOelag

Kata t diagkela Twv 0YaoLV CUVTHENOTG

Conservation works in progress

07O KOViapA TEOOX €Dl TV TTagaoTAoewV tov Ilavtokpdtogog, Tng Oc-
0TtoKkov, Tov Aylov Iwavvou tov I[1godeodpov Kkat Tov ATTooTOAOL AOUKA.

H kaxn katdotaon datrjonong s apx ke ePAVELAS KAl OL EKTE-
TAPEVES ATIWAELEG OV €lxE VTIOOTEL ATtALTOAV HETA TIG EQYAOTLES Kat-
Oaplopov va moaypatomon 0oy egyaoiec 0TEQEWONG TOV LTTOOTOW-
HATOG IOV OWLETAL O XQX KOS DIAKOOHUOG KAXL VOt TIQOETOLUAOTTOUV KATAA-
ANAa oL TTERLOXEG TV ATIWAELDV Y TN Lwyoadikn] avamagaywyr| Kat
ATIOKATAOTAOT] TOL dlakoopov. Entlong moaypatomomOnkav egyaoteg
KaxOaQLOHOV OTA HAQUAQLVA AOXLTEKTOVIKA OTOLXELX TOL TAXQEKKANTLOV.

To magekkAnot twv Ayiwv Teooagdakovta Magtvowv
Boloketal 010 MEWTO £Mimedo 0TO ETWTEQLKO TOL PWHALKOV TTvEYoL. O
OLAIKOOLOG TOV KTLOTOV TEUTTAOL TOL tapekKANolov aTtoTeAelTo amd yo-
Pvo, eMXQLOWHEVO, aAVAYAVDO DLAKOOUO Kol HAQHAQLVT] ETTEVOLOT).
L1 0€on TV €00TWV LTIAEXOLY dVO HETAAALY, TV ATIooTOAWYV TTéToO0U
kat HavAov kat oty kdtw Cdvn exatépwOev e woalag mOANG Téooe-
0LG DeOTOTIKEG ElKOVES TTOL etkoviCouv tov ITavtorkpatoga, Tt Ogotoko,
tov Ayio Iwdvvn tov ITpddoopo kat to paptveo Twv Ayiwv Teooapi-
KovTa. Xty meodeon kat to dakoviko duvo avayAvdes Bvec pégovv
TAQAOTATELS aYlwV kat ayyéAwv. H kdyxn tov tegov eivat dixproodpw-
HEVT] HE HAQUAQLVA OOXLTEKTOVIKA OTOLXEldt amoteAovpueva and aé-
TWHA, DKOOUNTIKES CWOVES, YELOITIODES KAl TAAKEG LOQHAQOV.

Ot egyaoieg ovvTi)ENOTNE TTOL TEAYHATOTIO ONKAv TtegLteAdpBavav

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

at different levels and were formed after the interventions in the period
1943-1948.

The chapel of Sts Theodore

It is located on the lowest level of the Roman tower. The built iconostasis of
the chapel has gilded relief decoration. In the positions of the despotic icons
preliminary sketches of the representations of the Pantocrator, the Theotokos,

To TéumAo peTa Tr oLVTAENON
The iconostasis after conservation

St John the Baptist and Apostle Luke have been made directly on the stucco.

Due to the poor condition of the original surface and the extensive losses
it has suffered, the cleaning was followed by consolidating the priming sur-
viving from the original decoration and preparing the areas of the losses for
the reproduction of the painting and restoration of the decoration. The marble
architectural features of the chapel were also cleaned.

The chapel of the Forty Holy Martyrs
It is located on the first level inside the Roman tower. The built iconostasis of
the chapel has gilded stucco relief decoration and marble revetment. In the
position of the Dodecaorton are two medallions, of the apostles Peter and
Paul, and in the lower zone, on either side of the royal doors, are four despotic
icons, of the Pantocrator, the Theotokos, St John the Baptist, and the Martyr-
dom of the Forty Saints. In the prothesis and the diakonikon two relief door-
ways carry representations of saints and angels. The sanctuary conch is
formed by marble architectural elements, consisting of a pediment, decorative
zones, dentils and marble slabs.

The conservation works carried out included cleaning, consolidation and
aesthetic restoration of the icons, the painted and relief decoration, as well as
cleaning of the marble architectural elements.

The chapel of Sts Gabriel and Kermedole
It is located on the staircase that leads to the entrance to the Roman tower,



text 7.gxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 10:55 AM Page 13

To TéunAo mELV TN CLUVTHENON

The iconostasis before conservation

eoyaoieg kabaglopov, oTeQéwoTg Kol Ao TIKYG ATTOKATAOTAOTG TWV
EKOVWV, TOL Lwyoadko Kot avayAvdov dakdopov kabwg kat kaba-
QLOHOU TWV HAQUAQVWY AQXLTEKTOVIKWV OTOLXEWV.

To magekkAnot twv Ayiwv F'apoinA kat Kegundoin
Boloketat omv kAipaka ov odnyel oty (0000 TOL QWHATKOV TTHEYOL
07O (D10 €TUTEDO e TO HVHa OOV Kelvtat ta Aeipava twv HapTvowv
FapomA kat KeoundoAn. To tépmAo tov magekkAnoiov eivat kTloto,
emevdedLHUEVO 0TV OYm pe paopago. H emioteym, pe (xvn emixovowong,
déoeL 010 KEVTEO HAQHUAQLVO otaxvEd. To d&Tedo Tov LeEov KaL N aryia
ToameCa 0TV KOYXT KAAVTITOVTAL LE TIEQITEXVA PO KA TAXKDLAL.
IMoaypatomom)Onkav egyaociec kabaglopov g emPAVELAS TWV
HAXQUAQVWYV ETTEVOVTEWV, TWV HWOAKOV TAAKWDIWV Kol Tov EVAGYAL-
nTtov Pnuobvoov. H atoOnrtkr) anokatdotaon tov téumAov megleAdp-
Bave Vv avamagaywyr] HIHNons 0000UAQUAQWONG OTNV AV@TEQRT
Caovn kat emxQLOWOo) NG emtioTeymg.

Kata tn diagkela Twv €0YaoLwv CUVTHENONG

Conservation works in progress

Katd tn didgkela Twv €0YaOLwV CUVTIENOTG
Conservation works in progress

at the same level as the tomb housing the relics of the martyrs Gabriel and
Kermedole. The built iconostasis of the parekklesion is revetted on the outer
face with marble. The architrave, with traces of gilding, has a marble cross
in the middle. The floor of the sanctuary and the altar table in the conch
are covered with elaborate mosaic tiles.

The surface of the marble revetment, the mosaic tiles and the wood-
carved royal doors was cleaned. The aesthetic restoration of the iconostasis
included reproduction of the imitation marble veneer in the upper zone
and gilding of the architrave.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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Enidoyog

270 duxoTn A aTto TNV TETH avtoion LEXOL THV OAOKATQWOT TV eQya-
OV, OTO £Q0Y0 OUMMETELYXE OHADA EVIKEVHEVWY OTEAEXWV TOL YTTIOLQYEIOL
[ToArtiopo?, kaBwg kat el eEWTEQIKOL TUVEQYATEG TOL e TNV Lot
TeQa Aoy CLVEQYATIA TOVG, TNV TIROOTIAWON TOUG OTO XVTIKELEVO TNG
EVAOoXOATONG TOVG, dDXoPAALTAY TNV QT EEEALEN TOL €QYOV, KATW ATIO
OXETIKA OVOKOAEG OUVOT|KEG TIAQALLOVT|G KOl CUX VWV HETAKLVIOEWY ATIO
Vv EAAGOa oty AlyvnTo kat mapd TV idITeQOTNTA TWV ATIXITI|TEWV
OLVEQYAOTLAG KL ETUKOWVWVIAG UE TNV OHADX TV ALyUTITIWV CLVTIENTWY,
OAOKANIQWOAV LE ETUTLXIX TO OKOTIO TNG ATIOOTOATG TOUG KATAAT YOVTAG
€ eEXIQETIKA LKAVOTIOUTIKO ATIOTEAETHA.

L1g egyaoiec ovvéPaiav amodpAoIOTIKA PE TNV TAQOLOIX TOUG OLOVV-
TNONTEC AQXALOTITWV Kot €0YwV Téxvg, L. Matagdykag, I'. Zwtnoomov-
Aov, M. dwrtomovAov, 1. Xaokapng Xt. Lredpavione, Ad. TnArydda, AO.
TCeAetomovAOG Kat o Cwyoadog A. Nwvidg, tov Yrovgyeiov IToArtiopot
KaBws Kol oL eEWTEQIKOL OLVEQYATEG, CUVTIONTES AQXALOTITWV KoL €QYwV
téxvng, I IlavAdmovAog, N. Xéxde, Lm. Towds kat A. anmaddkng, ©.
ABavaotiov, E.. Aéton, K. AvumepdmovAog kat N. KoxvAng.

OramootoAég ekteAéotniay LTO TV emtomntTeia TG k. M. Avdoeaddicr)-
BAalaxn, Igototapévng g I'evikng AtevOvvong Agxatot)twv kat IToAr-
totkne KAngovopag tov YIIIIO, pe v vrtootrolen), evOaoouvon kat
Vv Prroevia tov Lefaopdtatov MntoomoAitn IInAovoiov, k. Njdpwva,
KaOnyovpévou g Iepds Movr|g Ayiov I'ewgytov maAaiov Kaigov, pe tnv
TOAUTLUT CLHBOAT] ToL emPAETIOVTOG, apxLTékTova, TG Penelis Consulting
Engineers S.A. K. Marykaviwt kat g k. M. Megouvid, apxelovopov-Gi-
PAL0ONKOVOUOUL, KABWGS KAl e TN OLVEQYAOI TOL EMUPBAETOVTOS, TTOALTI-
KOV unxavikov, g Arab Contractors Mahmoud Saudi ko tng vrtevOvvng,
TOL OLVEQYEIOL TV aryvTtiy ovvnENTwy, Jacqueline Samir.

OLdamaves yo TG HETAKLVIOELS TWV TLVTIONTWV KALTNG TIQOUT Oetag
TWV ATAQATNTWYV YL TS EQYATLES VAIKWV KAt eEOTTALOUOV, TR YHATO-
IO ONKAV e TNV TTEOCWTILKH PQOVTIdA KL TNV EVYEVIKY X0 YA TV K.K.
ABavaoiov kat Maptvag Magtivov, Tov mapakoAovOnoav pe Wiitego
evdladégov o€ OAa Tt otadx TV eEEALET TOL €QyoOu.

Ao 10 Zemtéppoto tov 2012 péxol tov AmpiAo tov 2015 yux Ty emi-
PAeym Kat eKTEAEOT TV EQYATIOV TIOL TTEOAVAPEQONKAV TIOAY LATOTIOL-
NONkav ovvoAwa 15 amootoAéc, divoviag TNV evkawlx oe OOOLG
ovppeTelxav va Brooouvy T drdgopr| ko to €gyo tov Kwvotavtivou Iag-
0évn and v AAeEavogela otov [10go kat amo ekel oto IaAaid Kdugo,
aAA& kat akoAovBwvtag mota ta Pripata tov Anurton IeAekaon mov
ovvTnEEeL T oLAAOYN éoywV Téx Vg Tov Adpdou H. Kitchener oto Kdipo to
1912-1913 ko tov Gotn KédvroyAov, mov to 1933 mpookaAeital amtd Ty o~
YUTTTLOKT] KUBEQVNOT] Y TN ouvTrEenon TV ekBepdtwv Tov Komtucov
Movoeiov, To omtoio yertvialet pe to vao tov Ay. I'ewoylov.

To éoyo ¢ anokatdotaonc tov LN. Ay. I'ewpylov mookdAeoe yix
AAAN i oA TNV QoL oia Kol TNV evaox0ANnom ewkwv and v EA-
Adda otV TEQLOXT), LVTIOYQAUUICOVTAG TIC AQONKTES OXETELS TV dVO
XWOWYV, EOKOTEQN O OEUATA CLVEQYATIAS YLOL TN CLUVTIENOT] KAL TIQOOTA-
ol pvnueiwv g TOALTIOTIKTS KAT|QOVOULAG.

O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Epilogue

Over the entire period from the first visit to the monument to the completion
of works, a team of specialist conservators of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture,
together with special external collaborators, participated in the project.
Thanks to their excellent collaboration and their dedication to the task in
hand, they ensured the project’s smooth development under relatively
difficult conditions, involving frequent trips from Greece to Egypt and stays
in the Cairo, as well as the particular demands of collaboration and
communication with the team of Egyptian conservators. Their mission was
completed successfully, with a highly satisfactory result.

Decisive contributions were made to the project by the conservators of
antiquities and works of art I. Matarangas, G. Sotiropoulou, M. Photopoulou,
L. Chaskaris, S. Stephanidis, A. Tiligada, A. Tzeletopoulos and the painter D.
Ninios, of the Ministry of Culture, as well as by the external collaborators
conservators of antiquities and works of art G. Pavlopoulos, N. Sehfe, S.
Tsimas and L. Papadakis, Th. Athanasiou, I. Detsi, K. Lyberopoulos and N.
Kochylis.

The missions were made under the supervision of M. Andreadaki-
Vlazaki, Head of the General Directorate of Antiquities and Cultural Heritage
of the Hellenic Ministry of Culture, with the support, encouragement and
hospitality of His Eminence Metropolitan of Pelousios, Nephon, Abbot of the
Holy Monastery of St George in Old Cairo. Valuable too was the input of the
supervising architect of Penelis Consulting Engineers, S.A.K. Manganiotis,
and of archivist-librarian, M. Mersynia, as well as of the supervising civil
engineer of Arab Contractors, Mahmud Saudi, and of the head of the team
of Egyptian conservators, Jacqueline Samir.

The expenses of the conservators’ trips and of obtaining the necessary
materials and equipment for the project were met with the personal care and
generous sponsorship of Athanasios and Marina Martinos, who followed the
project with particular interest at all stages.

From September 2012 to April 2015, a total of 15 missions were made to
supervise and execute the aforesaid works, giving participants the
opportunity to become familiar with the career and the work of Constantinos
Parthenis, from Alexandria to Poros and from there to Old Cairo. The Greek
conservators were able also to retrace the footsteps of Dimitris Pelekasis, who
conserved Lord Kitchener’s collection of artworks in Cairo, in 1912-1913, and
of Photis Kontoglou, who in 1933 was invited by the Egyptian government
to undertake conservation of the exhibits in the Coptic Museum, a stone’s
throw from the church of St George.

The project for the restoration of the Holy Church of Saint George
involved, once again, the presence and employment of specialists from
Greece in Egypt, underlining the close relations between the two countries,
particularly regarding collaboration for the conservation and protection of
monuments of the cultural heritage.
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MeyaAol Evepyéteg otnv Iepax Movr) tov Ayiov I'ewpytlov

Great Benefactors in the Holy Monastery of Saint George

1t EvOvuiog LovAoyiavvng

Kabnyntng lavemotnuiov tne Akadnuia AGnvawv
Méyag Agxwv Ilatolagxeiov AdeEavdgeiag
ITe6edoog Twv EAANvwv €€ Aryvmtov otnv EAAGDa

L EAANvec evepyéteg koatnoav tov EAANviouo oe d0okoAeg otry-

HEG TNG LOTOQIOG TOL KAt TROOPEQAV (WG AVTIDWEO OTN UNTEQX TIX-

oA TOVE KAPTIOVG TOL HOXO0L KAL TNG dNULOVEYKOTITAS TOUG.
Meta v aneAevBéowon amd tovg Tovokoug to I'évog otneixOnice oL
KLAotedTwe otig xopnyies twv EAAvwv evmdowv mov Covoav eKTog
EAAGdaG, petald twv omolwv kat ot ‘EAAnveg e Avyvmtov.

ATo ta pvekd Xeovia 1 magovoia twv EAANvwv otnv Atyvmto
vroe évrovn. lotopuea 1 magovoia toug oto IMaAawd Kawgo (Pootart)
Kat ewoTega oto Movaototl tov Ayiov 'ewpylov amnyet tnv Koww-
Vikt) dtaeBpwot twv EAAN VWYV, e KUQOLO XAQAKTNQLOTLKO TIG OVVTEXVIEC
1 eovadia, dNAADY] TIC CLVETAIQLOTIKES — CUVOLKAALOTLKES 0QYAVWOELS
Botexvav. Hon anod tov 8o awdva, etvat yvwot 1] ovvtexvia twv Be-
Aovormowdv mov eEEAeEe otV WoTopwkr) Movr) tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov tov
IMatowaoxn AAe&avdoeiag Kooua (727), ovvtexvitng kat o idwog. Ta eo-
vadla eEeAlxOnkav oe Patoleg, ov elyav Kavoviopovs, tapleio, mEo-
otatn Aywo (6mwg ot yovvapadeg tov IToodpntn HAlx) kat daokaro
(nodAep otnv aaBikr] YAwooa). Ltov Ayio 'ecwoylo owletal pdAota
ewova tov aylov Legadelp, pe v e&ng emryoadn): «Aénoic Twv dovAwv
0V Ocov yovvapadwv ev Mioipiw Kaipov, 1717». To 180 kat otig aQxég
ov 190v awdva ot EAANveg touv Kaiigov 1joay, kata kavova, youvaadeg,
oapddndec, xouooxoot, vavtikol, uroytatlrodes, kalavtlndes, aumna-
tNdEG, HOLTAPNDES, HAOTTOQOL KAL TIQWTOHUAOTTOQOL.

t Efthymios Soulogiannis

University Professor, Academy of Athens
Megas Archon of the Patriarchate of Alexandria
President of the Greeks from Egypt in Greece

reek benefactors kept Hellenism alive in difficult moments of

its history, offering as reciprocal gift to the motherland the

fruits of their toil and their creativity. After Liberation from
Ottoman rule, the Orthodox Greek Nation was supported in many
ways by the benefactions of wealthy Greeks living outside Greece,
among them the Greeks of Egypt.

Since Minoan times the presence of Greeks in Egypt has been robust.
Historically, their presence in Old Cairo (Fustat) and specifically in the
Monastery of St George echoes the Greeks’ social articulation, principal
characteristic of which was the guilds (syntechnies or esnafia), the co-opera-
tives-unions of manufacturers and artisans. Known from as early as the
eighth century is the guild of needle-makers, which elected in the historic
Monastery of St George the Patriarch of Alexandria, Cosmas (727), himself
a guild member. The guilds developed into factions, with their own regu-
lations, fund, patron saint (such as Prophet Elijah of the furriers) and
teacher (moalem in Arabic). Indeed, preserved in St George is an icon of St
Seraphim, with the following inscription: “Aénoic Twv 60vAwv ToV OF0D
yovvapadwv ev Mioipiw Kaipov, 1717” (Prayer of the servants of God fur-
riers in Misiri of Cairo, 1717). In the eighteenth and the early nineteenth
century the main occupations of the Cairo Greeks were furriers, money-
changers (sarrafs), goldsmiths, seamen, housepainters, cauldron-makers,
carters, rope-makers, artisans and master craftsmen.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO 221
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Ta oxoAgiat 0TO «EAANVLKO TETQAYWVO» TNG AAeEAVIQELNG
The schools in the “Greek block” of Alexandria

H AAe&avdovy ExkAnoia éwg v avaAnym tng e£ovoiag amod tov
Mawyapet AAv kat v emtaoAovon eykataotaot) moAVAQLOpwY EAAN-
vV otV Atyvmto, de diéBete tkavo aglOpd motwv, aAA” amoteAovoe To
oLVEKTIKO oTotxeio Twv EAAvov ot Netloxwoa. Ae Oa fjtav vTtepBoAr)
va xaotnoioovue to povaotiot tov An I'ogyn «Kipwto ocwtnelac» v
tov EAAnviopo. Lt ovvokia tov IaAaot Kaipov o AAeEavdovoc Oo-
VOG YO AXLVEG TLVTIEOVOE, LLe Tat Atyoota péoa Ttov diéOete, Tar TaTQLOQ-
XIKA DQUHATA: VOOOKOUELD, YNQEOKOMELD, aAA& Kol AOVAO Yywx TOvg
drwyxove. Avta etvat tov keaTnoav aofeotn T PAGYa Tov EAANViouov
Kkaw g XQLoTavoovvig wg va éADeL T cocun TS KAIQLVT|G TTxQokiag ot
TéAn Tov 190v awwva.

Y1oug dVoKkoAOVS XOVoLS ot 'EAANveg g AryvmTou avijkav oe 0o
KQTIYOQLEG: EKELVOL TTOV ELXAV TMAQAMELVEL 0TI XWOA ATO T LLOVOOVA-
HAVIKT] KaToxT] kot 0 Yvwollav v eAAN ViKY YAdooa, Kat 6ooL peta-
vdotevoav exel amo Ta vnotd g EAAGdac katd tovg XQovoug tng
oBwpavikng kv lag otnv Atyvmto. Ot eAANVIKES KOWVOTNTEG TNG
AvryVvmtov moégxovtav kuolwg and v ‘Hmewo, ™ Osooaiio kat
T Vo tov Aryaiov. I'vwotd pag ovouato and Kevioukoug dQOLOVS
¢ AOnvag petépnoav otnv Atyvnto, 0ntwg ot Tooltoag, Ztovovagng,
ABéowd, oL ZegPovddrndec, ot Kovtopixaot mow petafovv oto Lov-
0dv, ot Xweéundeg, ot LaAPayolr, ot Mmevakndeg, o ToavakArg, o
Movoatiadne, o LmetoepdmovAog, ot MeAaxowvoti, ot KaptaAndeg, ot

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

To Ilatoiapxeio onuega
The Patriarchate today

Until Mohamed Ali came to power and the consequent settling of nu-
merous Greeks in Egypt, the Alexandrian Church had only a small number
of congregants but was the cohesive element of the Greeks in the land of
the Nile. It is no exaggeration to say that the Monastery of St George was
an “Ark of Salvation” for Hellenism. In the neighbourhood of Old Cairo the
Alexandrian Throne, with the meagre means at its disposal, was for cen-
turies responsible for the upkeep of the patriarchal foundations: hospital,
home for the elderly, as well as a poorhouse. It is these that kept the flame
of Hellenism and of Christianity undying until the heyday of the Greek
community in Cairo, in the late nineteenth century.

In the difficult years, there were two categories of Greeks in Egypt: those
who had remained in the country since the Muslim occupation and did not
speak Greek, and those who migrated there from the isles of Greece during
the period of Ottoman rule in Egypt. The Greek communities in Egypt orig-
inated mainly from Epirus, Thessaly and the Aegean Islands. Names familiar
to us from central streets of Athens are of families that had migrated to Egypt,
such as Tositsas, Stournaris, Averoff, Zervoudakis, Kontomichalis before
going on to the Sudan, Choremis, Salvagos, Benakis, Tsanaklis, Mouratiadis,
Spetseropoulos, Melachrinos, Kartalis, Achillopoulos and others, to mention
only emblematic names of benefactors of the Nation.

Throughout Egypt Greek communities were established, which ap-
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MeyaAot eveQyéteg TG povng tov Ayiov I'ewyiov. Aglotepa 0 @e6dwos Kotowkag kat defia o Kwvortavtivog Movgatiadng

Great benefactors of the monastery of St George. Left, Theodoros Kotsikas, and right, Constantinos Mouratiadis

AxAAOTovAoL kat dAAoL Y var petvovpe o€ eUPANUATIKA LOVO OVO-
AT EVEQYETWV.

Ye 0AOKANQN TNV ALYUTTIAKI] €TIKQATELX ONpoveynOnkav EAAN-
vikég Kowotnteg, mov emdoOnkav pe (Ao otnv douor eAAN VKOV
oxoAelwv 6Awv twv Pabudwv. Emnlong, olevegyéteg idovoav vooo-
Kopela, ynookopelar Kot dAAovg oikovg evynoiag, GrAavBowrucovg
dopeic, dONAadr) cLAAGYoLS Kat etatetes, kabwe katyrnmeda yix abAo-
nadtéc. Tlagelxav akoun vmoteodies yix avwteQes OTMOVOES, TOOX
yir o ddakToa, aAAd kat Eevdives Yix TOLg VEOUG TIOL GoltovoaV
omVv AAe&avdgela, oto Kawo, otn Mavoovga. Ot evegyétec avtol dev
«MOTIoAV» HOVO TN GLAdEevn yn g Aryvmtov, kaBdg de Anopovnoav
g Wiitepeg matEldeg TOUG KAl TN pEYAAN Tatodo EAAGDd. Anpi-
ovEYNOAV OXOAELX Kal LOXVOA WovUaTa KovwheAovs xagaktoa. Ko-
ovdaio mapaderypa vmeéav ot Tooltoa mov douvoav pe TOV
Zrovpvagn kat tov APéowd 1o Metoofo IloAvtexvelo katto Ap-
xawAoywkd Movoeio otnv ABrva.

To teQLoodTEQX ATIO AVTA TA OVOUATA ELVAL ATIOTLTIWHEVOL OTOVG |Le-
YdAoug evegyétec e Movr|g tov Ayiov I'ewgyiov. Ewducoteoa, petd v
Kataotodukn} mupkaytd tov 1904, to Movaotot avaryevvriOnke KvLo-
AEKTIKA péTa ATIO TIG OTAXTES TOV LLE TIC OUYKLVNTUKES OUVOQOLLEG OAOL
tov mowpviov. H aydrn avtny ovvexiotnke adudAetta, kabdg to 1943 o

plied themselves zealously to setting up Greek schools of all levels. Bene-
factors also founded hospitals, hospices and homes for the elderly, phil-
anthropic agencies, that is, associations and societies, as well as grounds
and tracks for sports and athletics. They also provided scholarships for
advanced studies, bursaries for tuition fees, but also hostels for the young
men studying in Alexandria, Cairo, Mansura. These benefactors did not
confine themselves to “watering” the hospitable land of Egypt, but also
remembered their birthplaces and the great fatherland Greece. They cre-
ated schools and influential social welfare foundations. Paramount exam-
ples was Tositsas who founded with Stournaris and Averoff the
Metsovion Polytechneion (pres. National Technical University of Athens)
and the National Archaeological Museum in Athens.

Most of these names appear among the great benefactors of the
Monastery of St George. Specifically, after the destructive fire of 1904, the
monastery was reborn from its ashes thanks to the touching contributions
of the entire flock. This love continued without break, as in 1943 when
the then President of the Greek Community of Cairo, Theodoros Kotsikas
and his wife Despoina (née Benaki), made a munificent contribution to
the “sacred and social welfare aims of the monastery”.

Almost a century was to pass without adequate financial means, until
the monument as a whole was on the brink of collapse. It now urgently
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tote [1poedpog e EAANvikrc Kowvotntag Kaigov ®eddwoog Kotokag
Kat 1 oVluyods touv Aéomowva, To yévog Mmevakn, moodEQouvy yev-
VOO VTEQ «LEQWV KAL KOWWPEAWY OKOTIWOV TIG HOVIC».

MeocoAaPnoe évag awvag oxedov Xwols alloAoya OOVOULKA HEoa,
OTIOL T0 A0 OKOdOUN A EéPTace ota 6oux tov. 'Exonle mAéov yev-
vatag vrootoEne. Kat tote PoéOnke 1 yevvalo xopnyia tov a&io-
Aoyov epomAiotov ABavaciov Magtivov, xoonyov kat &AAwv €Qywv
noAtrtiopov. ‘Etot, 11 magovoa dwped tov etvat MOAUTIUN Kol OL €Qya-
oleg avanadaiwong g pHovig elvat meaypatikdT)To TEOg dd&a Tov
EYEPI'ETH xat tng EYEPTEXIAY mov otnpiletat to Ilatouxgxeio AAe-
Eavdoeiag.

BIBAIOTPADIA

- Evy. MixamAdn, H Movr) tov Ayiov T'ewoyilov ev ITaAaww Kalow (Bi-
pAoyoadia-ToroOeoia-lotopla-Tlegryoadn-Bloyoadia-Movoeiov) peta 38 et-
kovwv, TMatoupxwkd Tvmoyoadeio AAeEdvdoeix 1936.

- Evy. MuixamAidn, H Movr} tov Ay. T'ewoytov ILKaigov ev HuepoAoyiw
(Avapvnotikd AgVkwpa), AAeEavdoewr 1943.

- Evy. MixanAdn, Iepdc Movric Ay. Tewpyiov ev IaAaww Kawpw «ANA-
MNHXTIKON AIITTYXON»

- A' lepdc Movric Ay. Tewpyiov ev IHaAaw Kalow

- Ent'evkaola B' Xovoov Iwpidaiov Apxteowovvne Tlatoipxov AAeEav-
doelag XPIZTOPOPOY B' 1908-1958, AAeEavdoetar 1958

- Emtone PA. «Agxaia Ilatouapxikr) Talic IagaBaravéwv Tappa tov
Hywaouévov», AAeEavdoeia-AOrva 2001, oc. 32-35, 6mov Ev0.0.ZovAoyuavvn,
EAANvopO06dofo Tlatoiapxeio AAeEavdoelas. TvuBoAn otV wotogix Tov..
Ieoa Movr) Ayiov Tewpytov (ITaAad Kaio).

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

needed substantial support. And then the generous sponsorship of the wor-
thy ship-owner Athanasios Martinos, sponsor also of other cultural projects,
came to the rescue. His present gift is precious indeed and works on restor-
ing the monastery to its former state are now a reality, for the glorification
of the BENEFACTOR and of the BENEFACTION which is supported by
the Patriarchate of Alexandria.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

- E. Michailidis, H Mov1 tov Ayiov T'ewpyiov ev IlaAaiw Kaipw (BifAioypa-
¢ia-ToroOceoia-Iotopia-Ilepry padn-Bioy padia-Movoeiov) petda 38 eixovwv [The
Monastery of St George in Old Cairo (Bibliography — Location — History — Descrip-
tion — Biography — Museum) with 38 illustrations], Patriarchal Printing Press,
Alexandria 1936.

- E. Michailidis, H Movn tov Ay. T'ewpyiov I1. Kaipov ev HuepoAoyiw (Avauvn-
o11ko Aevkwia) [The Monastery of St George, Old Cairo, in Calendar (Souvenir
Album)], Alexandria 1943.

- E. Michailidis, Ieoc&g Movr|g Ay. T'ewoyiov ev ITaAawd Kowow ANAMNHETI-
KON AITITYXON [Holy Monastery of St George in Old Cairo SOUVENIR DIP-
TYCH]

- A' Teodc Movric Ay. Tl'ewpyiov ev ITaAaww Kaipw [I of the Sacred Monastery
of St George in Old Cairo]

- Ent'evkaugia B' Xouoov Iwpidaiov Agxtepwovvng Iatoudoxov AleEav-
doelag XPIZTODPOPOY B' 1908-1958 [On the occasion of the II Golden Jubilee of
the Primacy of the Patriarch of Alexandria, Christopher II 1908-1958], Alexandria
1958

- See also, «Apxaia ITatoiapxkr) Talis IapaParavéiwv Zappoa tov Hywaopé-
vou» [Ancient Patriarchal Order of Parabalani of Sabbas the Sanctified], Alexan-
dria-Athens 2001, pp. 32-35, with E. Th. Soulogiannis, EAAnvopOddofo
IMatowxpyeto AdeEavdoeiag. ZupPoAr) otnv otopia tov. Ieod Movry Aylov I'ewo-
viov (TTaAad Kawgo) [Greek Orthodox Patriarchate of Alexandria. Contribution to
its history. Holy Monastery of St George (Old Cairo)].
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AyaApa tov I. ABéowd

gtov mEoavALo xweo tov Ilatgiagxeiov

Statue of Georgios Averoff, in the forecourt of the Patriarchate

Amo o eAANVIKO vekQoTadeio otV AdeEAvdoela

From the Greek cemetery in Alexandria
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H Iepoa Movn tov Ayiov I'ewpylov kat 0 cU0vOeoHOG TNG HE TNV QoKX

The Holy Monastery of Saint George and its Connection with the Greek Community

BiAAv TToAltn

Nouikog - Zvyyoadéag
ITeoedog ZvAAoyov EAAvwv Antodoitwv Apmeteiov LX0ATg

TQELC elvat oL faoctkéc evotnrteg otis onoieg Oa avadepbove kat mov
ouvdéovv tov An I'pyn pe v magotkia pag. H mowtn evotnta etvat
N MeyaAn Iapaokevn), n devtepn 1 Iavryvoic tov Naov kat 1) toltn ta
Kowuntota.

MeyaAn IMagaokevn:

KaBe xoovo t MeyaAn [apaokevn) 1 Movr| yepiCet e ekatovtadeg mi-
oToUg oL égxovTal Yix TNV megupoed tov Emitadiov. Amo vwolg to
TEWL, KATaPOAVOLV OL TTAEOLKOL Y Vot 0TOALTOLV ple AoLAOVdL TOVG
TAPOUG TV OLYYEVOV TOUG WOTE Va elvat katBaol kat OTOALTHEVOL OL
tadot, otarv Ba mepdoel ) tour) tov Emitadiov. H Iepupopd tov Emi-
tadlov Eekvd yoow otig 4:00 pLp. armd v ekkAnoia tov Ayiov I'ewo-
viov, daoyiCetl To vekgotadelo kat o magekkAr oL g Kowproewes g
Oeotdkov kat kKataAnyel Eava micw oty ExkAnoia. Tov Emitadio on-
KWVOUV Ol EKTIQO0WTIOL TWV IITAWHATIKWV KAL TAQOIKIAKWY &XQXWV OL
omoiot k@’ 0AN TN dtdkgKeLla TG TEQLPOQAS HOLPALOLV T QOdOTETAAN
Tov ETtitadiov otoug mapevolokopevous. Mmootd mooxwod 1 mavta
Tov Zwpatos EAAvewv Ipookomwv Kaipov kat tiow akoAovBovv ot mi-
otol. ['vpw amd v pravta kat tov Emitadio ot mpdokomot kpatovv
KOQOOVL WOTE VA UTTOQECOLY VA TNETIOOLY TNV TAEN.

H mopm etvat ovykvn Ty kat yepatn katdvouén. Ot xoL amo ta
TOUTIOVA, TIG OAATILYYEG KAL TNV YKQAVKACK EVAAAAOOOVTAL LE TA TQO-
TLAQLAX KOl TOVG VUVOUS Ttov PEAVOLV OL LEQELS Kat oL PAATES. LTt plok
TNG TOUTG, OXEDOV UTTQOOTA artd o TaekkAN oL ¢ Kowmoewg g

Villy Politi

Lawyer — Author
President of the Association of Greek Alumni of the Abeteion School

Three are the basic units linking Ai Giorgis to the Greek community,
which will be referred to here. The first unit is Good Friday, the second the
Panegyris (Feast Day) of the church, and the third the Cemetery.

Good Friday:

On Good Friday every year the monastery fills with hundreds of believers,
who come for the procession of the Epitaphios (Christ’s Bier). From early
morning members of the community come to clean the graves of their rela-
tives and bedeck them with flowers, in readiness for the Epitaphios proces-
sion that will pass among them. The Periphora of the Epitaphios begins
around four o’clock in the afternoon, from the church of St George, crosses
the cemetery, halts at the chapel of the Dormition of the Virgin, and ends
again at the monastery church. The Epitaphios is borne aloft by representa-
tives of the diplomatic corps and officials of the Greek community, who dur-
ing the procession distribute rose petals from the Sacred Bier to all those
present. In the vanguard is the band of the Company of Greek Boy Scouts of
Cairo and behind them walk the faithful. The Boy Scouts hold a ribbon
around the band and the Epitaphios, so as to keep order.

The Periphora is a very moving experience, charged with pious emotion.
The sounds of the drums, the trumpets and the bass drum alternate with
the troparia and hymns chanted by the priests and the cantors. Half way
along its route, more or less in front of the chapel of the Koimesis, the pro-
cession observes a one-minute silence and memorial prayers are said for
the repose of the departed in the cemetery. The orisons conclude with bu-
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Be0ToOKOV, TEELTAL EVOS AETTTOV OLyT] Kol TEAElTAL ETUUVIHOOLVT déNon

VTTEQ AVATAVOEWS TWV KEKOLUNUEVWY OTO VEKQOTAPELO Kol KATaATyEL
1 O€10T1 He TEOOKOTILKO TLWTNTAQLO OAATILY YwV.

A&iCet v onpewOel ot TV AN meQIPoQA, EKTOC Amd TOUG TUOTOVG, Tt
00k0AOVOOVV EVAABIKA KALOL KATOUKOL TNG TEEQLOXTG ATIO TAL UTIAAKOVIA TOUG.

O eoptaopog e MeydAng Iagaokevr|c otov An I'iwooyn katn mteQt-
dooa etvat éva €00 oL TNEeltat ed Ko dekaetieg Kot ovveILel adLA-
KO OTO TEQATUA TOU XQOVOU HAQTUQWVTAS OTL Ol ALYUTTLOTEG
‘EAANVEC TNEOVV TIG TAQadOoELS Kot o ON Kot Tt €0,

H ITavryveis tov Naov kata tnv g0gtr] Tov Ayiov I'ewgyiouv:
H eoot) tov Meyatopdotvoa Ayilov I'ewpylov elval kivntr €001 Kat
ta tedevtata xpovia oto Kawgo eoptaletal [Téumtn kat agaokevn
WOTE V& [TIoQovV oL ool va AertoveynBovv tnv Hagaokevr| kabott
oL TteQLoodTeQOL dev epydloviat adov elvarn emtionun agyia g Xweac.
H ITaviiyvoic tov Naov Eekiva tnv I[Tépumtn pe tov eomeQuvo. XiAa-
0ec miotol égxovtat and to Ko kol ta meplxwoa yix va TQooevy-
Bovv. IaAawdtepa oxeddv 0Aot ot EAAnvec to eixav wg tdpa, kdbe
XOOVO V&t £0XOVTAL e Tt TOAAX ATTO TO OTULTL TOUG TNV NéQat avty. Ma-
Cevovtovoav ava opades amod kaOe meploxr) tov Kaipov ko epxdvtov-
oav pe T modx 0Aot pall. AAAoL Tov éUevav 0€ ATOUAKQUOMEVES
TLEQLOXEC ETTALQVALY TO TOAH UEXQOL TO TEQUA OTNV KOQVIS (0 DQOHOG KaTd
unkog tov Neidov motapov) dinAa oto Eevodoyelo XIATov kat Hetd ov-
véxlav pe ta moda. Lrjpega Adyw Tov 1010 LW Kat ¢ moAvKo-
oplag otovg dEdpoVE, etvat TTOAAOL Alyot avtol tov tEovV To €010 Kat
éoxovral e Ta odLa.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO
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gles playing the scouts’ “last post”.

It should be noted that apart from the participants in the procession,
residents of the neighbourhood also watch it reverently from their bal-
conies.

The celebration of Good Friday in Ai Giorgis, with the Periphora of the
Epitaphios, is a custom that has been observed without break for decades,
attesting that the Egyptiot Greeks keep their traditions and mores.

The Panegyris of the church on the feast of St George:

The feast of the Great Martyr St George is a moveable feast and in recent
years in Cairo it is celebrated on Thursday or Friday, so that the faithful
can attend Mass on Friday, as most of them do not work on that day, which
is Egypt’s official day of rest.

The Panegyris of the church begins on Thursday with vespers. Thousands
of believers come to Cairo from the surrounding areas, in order to pray. In
days gone by, almost all the Greeks had made the vow (fama) to come on foot
from their home to the church on this day, every year. They gathered in
groups from all quarters of Cairo and walked all together. Others, who lived
further away, took the tram as far as the corniche (the road alongside the
River Nile), next to the Hilton hotel, and continued on foot from there. Today,
due to the way of life and the over-crowded streets, very few keep this cus-
tom of walking all the way to the church.

Most congregants come early, in order to attend vespers. However, others
come late at night, as on that day the church is open round the clock, while
no mean number spend the night in the church and leave after Mass on the
feast day itself. On this day many Greeks from Alexandria come specially to

\
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Ot meQLoodteQoL mMIOTOL £0XOVTAL VWIS Vi va agakoAovOnoouvv
TOV €0TEQVO. YTIAQXOLV OHWS Kal AAAOL IOV €QXOVTAL XQYOTEQA TO
Boddv adov TV Nuéoa avtr] o vads elvat ovvEéxeLr avoLXTOC eV dev
elvat Atyot avtol ov daxvuxtegevovy 0to Nad kat pedyovv HeTR TNV
Ocla Aertovgyia avrjpeoa tng eopthic. Tnv nuépoa avty égxovtal e
amo v AdeEdvdgeia kot toAAol EAANveg motot. ITapdAANAa toAAoL
etvat kot ot Kémteg kat ot MOUOOUAAVOL TTOV ETUOKETTTOVTAL TNV TJHEQAL
avt) T Movr] d16TL To OewEovV evAoYila kat eTteldr) MOAAES avadopég
Aéyovtal amtd otéua o0& oTopA Yia didkdpooa Davuata ov €ytvav katd
Kkaovg otny meptoxr] tov [aAawov Kaigov.

Ztnv kevtowkr] eloodo e Movr|g, otékovtal ovvéxela, and To ano-
vevpa g ITépmtng péxol tnv IHagaokevn to peonpéol, eBeAdvroteg Ku-
oleg 0L 0TIolEG KAQPLTOWVOLV 0TO TETO 1} OTNV UTTAOV A TWV TUOTWV L
XAQTLVN EKOVA TOL AYIOL KAL TEOTEXOLV KL T KOUTLX TOL €04VOU LTIEQ
TV TTTWXWV.

Zanv eioodo g ekkAnolag ot Emtitgomtot tov Naov Polokovtat kad’
O0AN N dapkela e Tavnyvpews 0to mMaykdoL kat dvouy kel 0TOUG
TIOTOUG KBS KAt AAUTIAOEG 0e O00VE €XOUV KAVEL KATIOLO TAAL.

Ot ITpdokoTmot tneovv v taén péoa oto Nad kat mgoomabovv va
KQATHOOLV UL OELOA Yt VA TIQO0ELXNO0VV OL TIOTOL TIO AVETA OTO KTL-
0TO KUKAIKO ELKOVOOTATL IOV amtoTeAeltat and Té00eQLls KOAWVES OTO
omoio Poloketal 1 peyaAn xovon Oavuatovgyn) euwova tov Aylov I'e-
woYlov. Ontwe Aéve ot madaiol mpv moAAd xpovia kaTotog kAEPTne mtpo-
onaOnoe va kAéper Ty etkova avt) aAAd T oTLY U] OV TYE v TNV
agaipéoel, mapéAvoe dev xatapepe va tnv kAéper kat Tov ovvéAafay.
AAAoL amtAd aoTtAlOVTAL TV EKOVA KoL TIQOOEVLXOVTaL, AAAOL TEOTPE-

attend. Many too are the Copts and the Muslims who visit the monastery on

the feast day of St George, because they consider it a blessing and because
tales are passed on by word of mouth of various miracles that took place, at
various times, in the quarter of Old Cairo.

From Thursday afternoon until Friday noon, lady volunteers stand at
the main entrance to the monastery and pin on the lapel or the blouse of
the faithful a paper icon of the saint, while also keeping their eye on the
collection boxes for alms for the poor.

Throughout the Panegyris, the churchwardens are on duty at the
counter, giving candles to the congregants as well as votive candles to those
who have made a vow.

The Boy Scouts keep order inside the church and try to direct a tidy line
so that believers can pray more comfortably at the built circular icon-stand
consisting of four columns, on which is the large gold miracle-working icon
of St George. Old people relate that many years ago a thief tried to steal this icon,
but at the moment he went to remove it he was paralysed. He did not manage to
steal it and was arrested. Some simply embrace the icon and pray, others place
gold or silver votive offerings (tamata — models of eyes, hands, feet, etc.),
and others place a coin on the glass of the icon, making a wish and moving
the coin until it sticks to the glass. If the coin sticks, this means that the wish
requested of the saint will come true.

Until the 1960s the Greek restaurants of Cairo leased from the Munic-
ipality space on the pavement outside the monastery, where they set out
tables, and all night long they were cooking food (mainly grilled and fried
dishes) so that the faithful and those attending the nocturnal vigil in the
church could eat. These restaurants were the Roy, the Cursal, the
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QOULV XQUOADIKA 1) KL ACTJUL WG TAUATO (OHOLOUATO LATLOV, TTRAX WY,
TIOOLOV K.at.) KAl AAAOL AKOVUTIOVV €va KEQUA 0TO TCALLL TG ELKOVAG KA-
VOVTAG L EVXT] KAL LETAKLVOUV TO KEQUA UEXOL VOt KWAVOEL 0TO TCAL.
Av TeAA TO KEQUA KWAVTEL TOTE ONUALVEL OTL €VXT) TOL {T)TNOAV ATO
tov Ayo Oa moarypatortom et

Qg ) dekaetion tov ‘60 Tar eAANVIKA eoTiaTogx Tov Kaigov voikialav
and Tov ATjHO KATIOW XwWQEO 0To TteCodQOHIo £Ew amd TV Movr), éotowvay
KALKATOWX TOATECLAX KL OAO TO Foddu éymvav dtddooa paryntd (ws eTti to
MAelOTOV PaynTd TS WEAGC) WOoTe va PAve OL TLOTOL Kot O00L DIAXVUKTE-
oevav oto Nao. Ta eotiatoola rav ta: «Roy», «Cursal», «Pariziana» .ot
£V LTIOXAV KAL KATIOL AKQUBA ALY VTITIAKA EOTIATOOLX HLE KEUTIATT OTIWS
a «Alfy» kat «Haty». Ta eotiatogix kavoviCav pe To AfjpHo Hrveg mowv
TNV £€0QTI] TNV €VOLKIXOT) TOL XWQEOV, OTE VA TTETUXOLV M KaAT) Oéon
Znv artévavtt TAeVEA ToL TteCOdQOMIOV, HETA TIS YOAHES TOU TOatvov,
£€0TowVaV TEATECL Kot dPOoQa ALyVTITIAXKA €0TIATOQLA TUO AQTKA Kot
1o pOnvd. Entlong v emoxr] ekeivn OAa T (kQd KATAOTAUATA TIOV
NTAV KATA H1KKOG TOL OTEVOD DEOHOL TOL EEKLVOVOE ATtd TNV KOQVIG Kot
£pOave péxoL v Movn, mwAovoav KeQLa kot AQUTIAdES OTOVS TIUOTOVG,
Kkat ToAAoL ayopalav amo ekel dLOTLT) 0LVEA oTo Tty kAL Tov Naov 1Ty
ateAelo.

AKOUN MaAXLIOTEQR, TQOTOAEUIKA, avAaeoa amd T TQaTtéCLa TteQ-
vovoav kamotot EAANveg pe kiO&peg kat PLoAld kat tporyovdovoay kav-
TAdES, AAAG aLTO TO €010 dEV KQATNOE TOAD.

LxedOV MAVTA TOV E0TIEQLVO KAl TNV AgLtovQyia avrpega teAovoe o
exdorote Iatouoxng Adelavdoeiag kat maong Apouwnic pall pe agke-
ToU¢ MntoomoAites kat AeomoTeS £V OAO Kat kATtolog MntoomoAitng
amo mv EAAada epxotav oty Iaviyvon tov Naov. Entiong kamoteg
$OQEC €QXOVTOLOAY EWDIKA YL TNV €0QTH) TOL AYIOU dLAPOQES X0pwdleg
amo Vv EAAGda - evdektucd Oa avadépw tnv xoowdia g lepdmetoag
Konmg 7o 2008 kat v Bulavtivr) xopwdia «HovUeAoV» T0 2009.

Apéowg peta to méoag e Agrtovpyiag o Ilatoudoxne AAelav-
doelac, 6Aog 0 kAo, ot Entitgomotr tov Naov kat oL ekmedowoL twv
OUMAWHATIKOV KL TIQOLKLAKWV AQXWV YEVUATILAV OTO T[YOURLEVELD TNG
Movnc. Opwg katd v dekaetia tov '90, 000 1] TEELS XQOVLES, TO VeV
NG AV YVREWS TaQATEONKE 0TO EAANVIKO E0TIATOQLO «AVOQER» OTO
Moxkatau kot oto EAAnviuco Kévrtoo Kaigov.

Ta Kowuntrota:
Ta konewx tov Ayiov I'ewpylov, To povadikd eAANVIKO VekQoTtadeio
oto Kaigo amoteAovv v teAevtaia katotkia OAwV Twv maQoikwy mov
dlapévouv oto Kawgo kat ta megixwpd tov aAAd kat twv Agapodpwvwv
7oL VKoLV 010 ko pag [atowxpxeio. Emiong etvat to povadikd mov
avnikel oto Ilatouxpxelo AdeEavdoeing kabdtL oe OAeg TIG LTIOAOLTIES
noAelg mov Covoav EAANveg ta vekpotadeia tav wioktnoia twv Kot
VOt TV avtiotolxa.

Yro Kévtoo twv kountneiwv Beloketal kot to exkAnodki g Kowur)-
Oews NG OE0TOKOL KAL 0TO LTOYELD TOL PELOKETAL TO TIYAdL OTTOL N

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

Pariziana, and others, while there were also some expensive Egyptian

restaurants with kebabs, such as the Alfy and the Haty. The restaurants
made agreements with the municipality months in advance, in order to
secure a good position. On the opposite side of the pavement, beyond the
train tracks, various more popular and cheaper Egyptian restaurants set
out tables. In this season too, all the little shops along the narrow street
leading from the corniche to the monastery, were selling candles and vo-
tive candles to the faithful, many of whom bought from there because the
queue at the church counter was endless.

Even earlier, before the war, Greeks playing guitars and violins moved
between the tables and sung serenades, but this custom was rather short-
lived.

Almost always the vespers service and the Mass on the feast day was cel-
ebrated by the Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, together with several
Metropolitans and Bishops, while invariably some prelate from Greece at-
tended the Panegyris of the church. Sometimes, various choirs from Greece
came especially for the saint’s feast day — I mention indicatively the Choir
of Hierapetra in Crete, in 2008, and the Byzantine Choir “Hedymelon”, in
2009.

Immediately after the Mass, the Patriarch of Alexandria, the entire
clergy, the churchwardens, the representatives of the diplomatic service
and the officials of the Greek Community, lunched together in the
Hegoumeneion of the monastery. However, for a couple of years in the 1990s
the Panegyris lunch was held in the Greek restaurant Andreas at Mokatam
and in the Greek Centre of Cairo.
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Avyia Owoyévewn éueve éva did-
oTnpa 0to xwEo avto. IToAAol -
otol emokémTovtal kadnuegva
v Movr) tov Ayiov T'ewpyiov
AAA& KAl TO T YAdL AvTod. LxedOV
OAEG oL KNdELES KAL T VILOTLVA
teAdovvtar exel. O Iepdg avtodg
Naoc avakawiotnke mooéodata
XAQWV OTNV E€VYEVIKN] TEOTPOQA
¢ kag Aguddvng WoAAov amo to
ZIUTAPTIOVE KAl ta emtionpa Quoa-
voi&ta tov Naov teAéotnkav otig
23/11/2001.

Yrapxovv duapoowv WV
tadpot oto vekgotadelo. AAAot
Attol, dAAoL pe ayaApata, dAAot
HE HAQUaQA Kol Yoavites K.A.T.
L10 Xweo avto Peiokovtal kol ot

tddpot Twv MeydAwv Evegyetwv

¢ maotking aAA& kat ot tadot
TwV BonBovpévwv yia toug omtoiovg pegtuva 1 EAAnvikr) Koot ta Kai-
oov. MdAwota twpa teAevtaia p A.©.M. o [Tanac kat Ilatouoxng AAe-
Eavdpeiag kat maons APounic K.k. @eddweog B' magaxwenoe éva xo
wote va xtioet ) Koot ta ekel tadoug — ovotaga yix Toug amoQouvs
¢ mapotkiag. I'vow - yOow otnv mepidhaln twv KounTnelwv vmae-
XOUV dWHATLOL TUTIOL HALOWAElWV OTIOL 0TO LTTOYELD B&PoVV TOLG Ve-
KQOUG Kol 0T0 dWHATIO KABOVTAL OL OLYYEVEIS KAl HVIIHOVEVOUV TOVG
vekovg toug. Kdmowx amd avta etvat wioktnotieg maAawwv peydAwv ot
KOYEVELDV, QWOWV LEQEWV Kol LEQOHOVAXWV TNG leodg Movrig Xiva.

Zanv etoodo tov Nekgotadeiov Poloketal to Movoeio-LikevopuAa-
KeLo TS MoVr|g T0 0OTOl0 KATAOKEVATTIKE LLE TN X0ONYix Tov IdpUpartog
AlAxrv Bioovon kat eykavikotnke 1o 2001 magovoia ToAA@V emom U@y
KQL TUOTWV.

TéAog oo vexpotadeio PoloKkeTal KAL TO LUVTLLELD TOVL AYVWOTOUL ae-
Q0TIOQEOV KAL TO QWO TETOVTWYV 0Tl XN tov EA Adapéry dmov péxot
katto 1971 (amd to 1972 ko peta 1 teAetr] yivetat oto EAANviké pvnueio
oto EA Adapév) teAobvtay empvnpuoovvn dénon kat katdBeorn otePad-
vov k&Be OKTOPEL0 wg amdTiorn GOQoL TIUING OTOVG TTeoOVTEG 0TO B
IMorykéopio I[ToAepo. Xty teAet} palevdvTovoav oL EKTIROTWTIOL TWV
BOENoKeVLTIKWOV, AITAWHATUKWY KAL TAQOKIAKWV AQXWV, OL LaBnTég Twv
EAANVIkV ZxoAelwv, ToAAol dootkot, maAalol ToAeOTéG amd TNV
EAAGOa pe emticepaAnic tov Zroatnyd Katowta o omtoiog tav agxnyos
0TEATOV OTOV TIOAEO KAl TOAEUTNOE 0TO TAELEO TOoL AyyAov Ztoatryov
Movtykopegu. Méxot orjpeoa ot TaAalol TOAEULOTES KAl OL OTOATIWTIKOL
mov égxovtat anod v EAAGda, yiax to pvnuoovvo tov EA Adapéwy ka-
Ta0£TOoLV Kol oTEPAVL OTO NEWO AVTO.

The Cemetery:

The cemetery of St George, the sole Greek cemetery in Cairo, is the last resting
place of all members of the Greek community resident in Cairo and its envi-
rons, as well as of Arab-speaking Christian congregants of the Patriarchate
of Alexandria. It is also the sole cemetery belonging to the Patriarchate of
Alexandria, as in all the other cities where Greeks were living the cemeteries
were the property of the respective Communities.

At the centre of the cemetery stands the small church of the Dormition
of the Virgin, in the crypt of which is the well beside which the Holy Fam-
ily stayed for a while on this spot. Many believers visit the monastery of
St George daily, and also this well. Almost all the funerals and memorial
services are held there. This holy church was renovated recently thanks
to the generous donation of Ariadni Psyllou from Zimbabwe and the for-
mal consecration (Thyranoixia = “opening of the doors”) was celebrated
on 23 November 2001.

There are various kinds of tombs in the cemetery. Some are simple
graves, some are adorned with statues, others are revetted in marble and
granite, and so on. The tombs of the Great Benefactors of the community
are located here, as well as the graves of those they helped, of which the
Greek Community of Cairo takes care. Indeed, lately, His Most Divine Beat-
itude the Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa Theodoros II
made over a plot so that the Greek Community could build shelf-graves
there for its indigent members. All around the enclosure of the cemetery
are mausoleum-type tombs, in the vaults of which the dead are buried and
in the room above the relatives sit and commemorate their dead. Some of
these are properties of old distinguished families, of Russian priests and
hieromonks of the Holy Monastery of Sinai.

At the entrance to the cemetery is the Museum-Sacristy of the
monastery, which was built with sponsorship from the Lilian Voudouri
Foundation and was inaugurated in 2001, in the presence of many digni-
taries and congregants.

Last, the cemetery also houses the cenotaph of the unknown airman and
the War Memorial for those who fell in the Battle of El Alamein, where until
1971 (from 1972 onwards the ceremony takes place at the Greek memorial
at El Alamein) a memorial service was held and wreaths were laid every
October, as homage to the dead of the Second World War. The ceremony
was attended by religious leaders, diplomats and community officials,
pupils at the Greek schools, many members of the Greek community, vet-
erans from Greece headed by General Katsotas, who was Army com-
mander during the war and fought alongside the British General
Montgomery. To this day the old soldiers and officers who come from
Greece to commemorate El Alamein lay a wreath at this war memorial.

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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‘EAANVeg YAUTTTEG 010 EAANVORO0d0EOD KOowun oo Kapov

Greek Sculptors in the Greek Orthodox Cemetery of Cairo

Anunrong IHavAomovAog

AvanAnpwtrc Kabnyntrg Iotooiag tng Téxvng
Tunua Iotogiag kat Agxatodoyiog
EOviko kot Kanodiotoiako [Mavematiuio AOGnvwv

BaOuoAoyw tov moALtiopod piag noAne, agpov eniokepOw kat to vekpotadeio tng
George Bernard Shaw

0 eAANIVoROBd0E0 matoLaE) ko kotpn oo IaAaov Kaipov pe

Tov vao ¢ Kopnoewg g @e0tdkov 010 E0WTEQLKO TOV, KOLUT)-

THOL0 TAQATIAEVQO, OTNV apLoTeEN) TtAevEd TS Movr|g Aylov I'e-
woYlov, eivatl To TMAALOTEQO KAl TO HEYAAVTEQO OTNV ALYULTTIAKN
MEWTEVOLOR, EKTAOEWS 16.725 T.u. AvoTuxwg dev Yvwpllovpe TOV o)L
téktova oxedlaotr) Tov. H xorjon tov, amno tig agxés Tov 2000 atwva, ov-
vamrtetat pe v dovon s EAAnvurc Kowotntoc Kaigov, poAovott
EAANV000600&EN Kowvotnta (EAANVOdwvoL kat ApaBodwvor) oto Kaipo
Aertovpyel avenionua and to 1856'. Lpudpwva pe Tov kavoviopd tov
Kkotpntnotov, evtapialovrat ot 0006dofot EAANveg, Pwool—ot omotot dix-
Oétouvv WLiTEEO KOO HAVOWAELD TTOL AVIKEL 0T QWOLKT] KOLVOTITX
Kaigov—, ZA&Pot kat ZOLot pe aQketdv aglOUo otoYeVEIAKWOV TAPwV.
AtevOLVTIG KAl AUECOG OLOLKTTIG TOV €LVAL O EKATTOTE 1YOVUHEVOS TNG
Movrc.

H éxtoon tov ko tnoiov dev 1tav amo v agxr) tétowx. Adyw tng
TIOAKTLKT)G DUOKOAIAG Y TNV eKTAPT] TWV XOLOTIAVOV HETO OTNV TOLE-
i kat g avéavouevng Ovnootntag and to 1940 kat peta, to Ia-
towpxeio AdeEavdoeing vtoxewOnke va EOPel OTNV €MEKTAOT] TOL.

1. Ataxdvov AdeEavdoov LoAopwvidov, H Iepa Movi tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov ev [1a-
Ao Kaipw xata tnv A" mevraetiov eni [atpiapyeiac Xpiotopopov tov B To
épyov tov Hyovuévov avtic Apxipavdpitov AyaBayyéAov, 1939-1944, Tevyog dev-
Tepov kat Tpitov, Topoc B, Kaigo 1945, o. 25.

Dimitris Pavlopoulos

Associate Professor of Art History
Faculty of History and Archaeology
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens

I grade the civilization of a city after visiting also its cemetery
George Bernard Shaw

he Greek Orthodox patriarchal cemetery of Old Cairo, with the

church of the Dormition of the Virgin inside it, a cemetery adjacent

to and on the left side of the monastery of St George, is the oldest
and the largest in the Egyptian capital, 16,725 sq. m. in area. Unfortunately,
we do not know the name of the architect who designed it. From the early
twentieth century, its use is associated with the founding of the Greek Com-
munity of Cairo, even though a Greek Orthodox Community (Greek-speak-
ing and Arabic-speaking) had been functioning unofficially in Cairo since
1856'. According to the regulations of the cemetery, buried there are Greeks,
Russians —-who have a special common mausoleum belonging to the Russ-
ian community of Cairo—, Slavs and Syrians with a considerable number
of family tombs. Director and direct manager of the cemetery is the incum-
bent abbot of the monastery.

The area of the cemetery was not so large initially. Due to the practical
difficulty of disinterring Christians within a three-year period and to the
increasing mortality from 1940 onwards, the Patriarch of Alexandria was
obliged to proceed to its enlargement. During the first five years of the Pope
and Patriarch of Alexandria, Christopher II (1876-1967), in the period 1939-

1. Deacon Alexandros Solomonidis, H Iepd Mov1) tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov ev INaAaiw
Kaipw kata tnv A neviaetiav eni [atpiapxeiac Xprotopopov tov B'. To épyov Tov
Hyovuévov avtrc Apxiuavopitov AyaBayyédov, 1939-1944, tevxoc devTepov Kat
tpitov, Téuoc B' [The Holy Monastery of St George in Old Cairo during the first five

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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Kata v nowtn mevtaetia tov ITdna kot Iatotdoxn AdeEavdoeing

Xototopogov tov B' (1876-1967), o xooviko dikotnua 1939-44, o nyov-
uevog e Movigc AyaOayyedoc Zagidpng (1888-1959) mpooéOeoe ota
11.000 T.p1. —Tmov TEoépxoVTAY ATtd FEAXWOELS TTEQLOXEG OTIOV elXe ava-
okapetn Avyvnttiokr) AgxatoAoyur] Etaipeia aAAa 3.500 T.., tov amo-
téAeoav 1o véo kowuntnoo. Tote ta 7.500 t.u. meQueAelotnray Ue
ABoKTIOTO TOiXO, LPWOTIKAV BVEES WG TOAES OTNV AVATOALKT) TAEVOA,
VA KATEdAPIOTNKE KoL TO TTQOTYOULEVO OQLO TOU KOLNTHElov. XTOoV
XwQEo PputevTNKAV TIAVW atto 500 dEVOQA TTOL TUKVWOAV € TIQAY LATLKO
dacoc. H edp. Huépa tov Kaipov magatneet otic 28 Aexeupoiov 1945:
«Otav mowv efaciAevev 1 akataotaoilo kat €dWEeV 1 QUTTARATNG TATION
£ova Tov “KAavOHOV Kkat Tov BELYHOV TV 000VTWV”, TWEA LTTAQXOLV
woalot avBooTtdAloToL dDQOHLIoKOL, pe KONVAS ATO AEVKOV HAQHAQOV, AL
omoiat eotOnoav kel amod evoePelc CUUTOALTAS ELG VTNV TIQOOPL-
AV TV VEKQWV»2.

Meta amd ) Bloun, avaykaotiy} puyr) ToAAv EAANvwv, ovvémeia
MG ALYVTTIAKTG emavaotaons g 23n¢ IovAlov 195238 pe tov Avyv-
ntotn EAANvIouo toarycd ovpouevwpévoy, 11 KATdoTaoT) 0To KON TH-
oto dev elvar avtdéia Tov mapeABOvTOoS. AloOnTr 1 eykatdAenm oe

2. Aixkovov AAeEavdpov LoAopwvidov, Kpitikov Aevkwpia, ftot o xoAia Tov dteOvovg
Tomov, kploelc Kot EVTVTIOOELS ETtL TOV EpPYov Tov ryovpévov Tng ev I1. Kaipw I. Movic
Tov Ayiov 'ewpyiov, apxiuavdpitov AyaOayyédov Zapidpn tov Ifnpitov kata v A’
nevtaeTiav enti natplapyeiac Xprotopopov tov B, topoc I, Kawo 1946, o. 52.

3. Evbupiov ©. ZovAoyiavvn, H 0éon twv EAAvwy oty Atyvrito, ABnva 1999, o.
217-271.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

TARAR R

1944, the abbot of the monastery, Agathangelos Zarifis (1888-1959) added
to the existing 11,000 sq. m. — originating from rocky areas where the Egypt-
ian Archaeological Society had excavated — another 3,500 sq. m., which con-
stituted the new cemetery. At that time 7,500 sq. m. were enclosed by a
stone-built wall, portals were erected as gates on the east side and the pre-
vious boundary of the cemetery was demolished. Over 500 trees were
planted on the site, which grew into a veritable wood. The Cairo newspaper
Hemera (Day) remarked on 28 December 1945: “When before untidiness
reigned and filthiness gave full picture of ‘weeping and grinding of teeth’,
now there are lovely flower-bedecked pathways, with white marble foun-
tains, which have been set up there by pious fellow-citizens in memory of
their beloved dead”>.

Since the violent, forced flight of many Greeks, as consequence of the
Egyptian Revolution of 23 July 19523, and with Egyptian Hellenism

years under the Patriarchy of Christopher II. The work of its Abbot Archimandrite
Agathangelos (1934-1944)], Fascicles II and 1III, Vol. II], Cairo 1945, p. 25.

2. Deacon Alexandros Solomonidis, Kpttixov Aevxkwpa, ntot cxoAia tov dteOvoic
TUTIOV, KPIOELS KL EVIVTIWOELC €TLE TOV €YoV Tov nyovuévov tne ev I1. Kaipw L.
Mov1c tov Ayiov T'ewpyiov, apxipavdpitov AyaBayyélov Zapipn tov Inpitov
xata v A nevtaetiav eni natplapxeiac Xptotodpopov tov B, touoc I'” [Review
Album, that is comments of the international Press, critiques and impressions of the
work of the abbot of the Holy Monastery of St George in Old Cairo, Archimandrite
Agathangelos Zarifis of Iviron during the first five years of the patriarchy of
Christophoros II, vol. III], Cairo 1946, p. 52.

3. Efthymios Th. Soulogiannis, H 0é01 twv EAAjvov atnv Aiyvrnito [The Position
of the Greeks in Egypt], Athens 1999, pp. 217-27
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kaOe onpelo, akdpa KoL 0Toug HEYAAO-
npemeic vailokovg! «Tote mebBalvouv ot
VeKQOL / dtav Toug AnopovoLve», ToviCel
0 MaAapLKOg Adyos. OL teQLoodTEQOL EA-
Anvcol tddot etvar amegiroinTot, €xov-
tag vmootel avemavopbwteg CnpLég
OTNV KATAOKEVAOTIKT) DOUN TOUG, LLE 0QL-
OHEVOUS VA aTtoTeAOVV KaTokia Pprw-
XV Atyvnttiov...

[Topa v €KTAOT| TOV, TO KOLUTTHQOLO
Kaipov dev éxeL evpeia avtimpoow-
ntevon oe tapéc EAAvov, 6Twg ovvel-
ontomotel kavelg OtL ovpPalvel oTo
kowuntiowo AAefavdoeing. Ewdwn te-
XVOIOTOQIKT] HEAETN TV EAANVIKWV

pvnuelwv tov dev €xel yivel. Movo oe
| yevikotepa PipAia evromiCovtat avado-
0éc. MOALS to 2009 to Tooupa Tnviakov
[ToAtrtilopov e&édwoe to PPpAio Tov Emti-
kovpov KaOnyntr) TEI AOnjvag, Xvvtn-
ont I[Tétoac, HAia B. NopruAdwn Trviot TAvmtec otnv Aiyvnito (Katpo -
AleEavoperar), 190¢c-200¢ arwvac.

o kowuntroto Kaigov dovAeav ot EAANveg yAUTITeg Iwavvng (1860-
1923) kot Agroteidng (1862-1928) N. Kotlapavnc?, T'echoylog A. Mmovavog
(1863-1940)°, Kwvotavtivog @. dhokoAog (1875-1948)° kar Oeddwpoc M.
ZéoPag (1883-1951)". AkoAovOel avaAvtikn magovoiaor) Tovg.

4. Anuntotov IT. ITaoxaAn, Avoprot KaeAAitéxvar, ZvunAnpwoeic - IlpooOnxec An-
untpn IHavAormovAov, Avdoog 1996, 0. 117 [= Avdpraxa Xpovikd, t. 25] Anurjton
ITavAdmovAov, «Ewaoter) mapddoon otnv Avogo. ZUUTANQWOELS Kot TeooOn-
keg o€ xepodyoado tov A. IT. TTaoyxaAn mov amekovilel To kKaAAltexvikd duva-
Lo tov vnowov», H KaOnuepwn (Enta Huépec, empéAewax ITéykv Kovvevakn),
14 IovAlov 1996- Ae&iko EAAvav KaAAitexvav, Zwypagor - TAVniTes - Xapakteg,
160¢-200¢ atdvac, eTuotnpovikn empéAeia Evyéviog A. MatOidmovAog, t. 2,
AONva 1998, 0. 271-272 (Anuntong IavAdémovAog).

5. ®@e0dpoag ®. Magkdtov, O yAvmtne I'ewpytoc Mmovavoc (1863-1940). H Cwn
KaL To €pYyo Tov, 2T., dakTtuAoypadnévn ddaktootkr) dtotPr), AgiototéAeto Ia-
vemotuo Oeogoatovikng, Oecgoatovikn 1992- Mapiag A. T'afoiAn - Zodiag X.
Mmovévov - Zwtnolov L. Mnovavov, I'ewpytoc Mnovavoc KepaAAny enoiel,
AOMva 2014.

6. Ae&iko EAAvwv KaAAte yvav, 6.m., t. 4, ABrva 2000, 0. 395 (Anunjtong Ilow-
AdémovAog)- 'Toovua Tavaywotn kat Edne MixeAn, NeoeAAnvikn Taguxn TAv-
ntikn (apyxéc 19ov arwva-1940), Emotnuovikn emipédeia Awoa ®. Magkatov,
Ketpeva Awoa @. Mapratov, Evbuuia E. MavoopixaAn, Anuntong IavAdnov-
Aog, Dwtoyoadies Lwkoatnsg Mavoopuatne, A0nva 2015, o. 341 (Anuntong
TTavAdTOLVAOG).

7. HAta B. NopmiAducen, Trviot FAvmtec otny Aiyvrito (Katpo - Adeéavopera), 19oc-
200¢ atwvac, ABMva 2009, 0. 90 [= Tryvoc. Iotogkéc Axdoopéc, T. 1].

tragically diminished, the situation in the cemetery is far from worthy
of the past. Abandonment is obvious everywhere, even in the
magnificent temple-like tombs! “It is then the dead die / when we forget
them”, stresses Palamas. Most Greek graves are neglected, having
suffered irreparable damage to their fabric, with some serving as
dwellings of indigent Egyptians...

For all its size, burials of Greeks are not widely represented in the Cairo
cemetery, unlike the case for the cemetery of Alexandria. No special art-
historical study of the Greek monuments has been made. There are refer-
ences to them only in more general books. In 2009 the Tenos Cultural
Foundation published the book in Greek, Tenian Sculptors in Egypt (Cairo —
Alexandria), 19th-20th century by llias V. Nobilakis, Assistant Professor at
the Technical Education Institute of Athens and Conservator of Stone.

The Greek sculptors loannis (1860-1923) and Aristeidis (1862-1928) N.
Kotzamanis * Georgios A. Bonanos (1863-1940)°, Constantinos Ph. Phosko-
los (1875-1948)° and Theodoros M. Zervas (1883-1951)” worked in the Cairo
cemetery. A detailed presentation of them follows.

4. Dimitrios P. Paschalis, Avopror KaAAitéxvar, ZvunAnpwoeic - [pooOnkec An-
untpn IavAérmovAov [Andriot Artists, Completions—Additions of Dimitris
Pavlopoulos], Andros 1996, p. 117 [= Andriaka Chronika, vol. 25]; Dimitris
Pavlopoulos, «Ewkaotikr) mapddoorn otnv Avdo. ZuumAnQwoeLs kat eood)ies
oe xewoyoado tov A. IT. TTaoxdAn mov ameucoviCet To kaAATexVIKd duvapKo
Tov vNolov» [“Artistic tradition in Andros. Completions and additions to a manu-
script of D.P. Paschalis which depicts the artistic force of the island”], Newspaper I
Kathimerini (Epta Imeres, editor Peggy Kounenaki), 14 July 1996; Aeéiké EAARvwv
KaAitexvav, Zoypador - FAvnitec - Xapaxtes, 1606-2006 atwvac, emTOTNUOVIKT)
erupéAeta Euyéviog A. MatOwdnovAog [Dictionary of Greek Artists, Painters —
Sculptors—Printmakers, 16th-20th century, scientific editor Evgenios D. Matthiopou-
los], vol. 2, Athens 1998, pp. 271-272 (Dimitris Pavlopoulos).

5. Theodora Ph. Markatou, O yAvmtne I'ewpytoc Mmovavoc (1863-1940). H Cawn kat
0 épyo Tov [The sculptor Georgios Bonanos (1863-1940). His life and work], 2 vols,
typewritten doctoral dissertation, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Thessaloniki
1992; Maria A. Gavrili — Sophia S. Bonanou - Sotirios S. Bonanos, I'ewpytoc Mmo-
vavoc KepaAAny enoiet [Georgios Bonanos Cephalonian made], Athens 2014.

6. Ae&ixo EAAvawv KaAAitexyvav, op. cit,, vol. 4, Athens 2000, p. 395 (Dimitris
Pavlopoulos); Tooupa IMavaywwtn kat Edne MixeAn, NeoeAAnvuey Tagikn T'Av-
nitikt) (apxéc 19ov atwva-1940) [Panagiotis and Effie Michelis Foundation, Modern
Greek Funerary Sculpture (early 19th century-1940)], Scientific editor: Dora Ph.
Markatou, Texts: Dora Ph. Markatou, Efthymia E. Mavromichali, Dimitris Pavlopou-
los, Photographs: Sokratis Mavrommatis, Athens 2015, p. 341 (Dimitris Pavlopoulos).
7.1lias V. Nobilakis, Trjviot TAvmitec otnv Aiyvnto (Katpo - AdeEavopeia), 190¢-200¢
atwvac [Tenian Sculptors in Egypt (Cairo — Alexandria), 19th-20th century], Athens
2009, p. 90 [= Trjvoc. Iotoowkég Atxdoopés [Tenos. Historical Routes], vol. 1].
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Iwavvne kat Agroteidng N. KotCapavng

Avdouteg amd to KopOy, xwold ota votiax Tov vijotov, EAKOUVV TV amnw-
TEQN KATAYWYN TOUG amd T0 Xwolo Yotéovia tng Trivou. Ieovawvtag and
™ votiax Avdgo ot Bopeia Trivo, dovAeav oe tviaka Aatopeio. OLdvo
adeAdoi to 1900 pégovtat péAn g AdeAdpdtntoc MaguagoyAvdpwve. To
1904 o Icwavvng Tye 0TO VNOL TOL YIX Vot LEAETIOEL TV AVEYEQOT] HOtL-
OWAE(OV OTOV OLKOYEVELAKO TAPO TOL Ty EONUaTi Kat ePomAtoTr] Ae-
wvida Kwv. Eumepiicov (1836-1894)°.

8. Opyaviouoc tnc ev AOnvaic etaipeiac «AdeApotne MapuapoyAvpwv» Baot-
Aeiov Manayewpyiov AABavwd. Aaikn anotapLevtiknie npovoiac dpaois, A0 va
1900, 0. 51, 52.

9. Ed. H Qwvn tne Avdpov, 27 Maiov 1904- Avyovotov N. Epmerpixov, H toto-
pia Tn¢ otkoyévelas twv Eunetpikwv. PiCec - Apaon - Bloypadia dtaxptOévtwv
- F'eveadoyxko dévtpo, 1765-1996, Mépn A’ - B', AOrjva 21998, o. 84.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

Ioannis and Aristeidis N. Kotzamanis

Natives of Andros from the village of Korthi in the southern part of the is-
land, their ancestry can be traced to the village of Ysternia on Tenos. Passing
from southern Andros to northern Tenos, they worked in Tenian marble
quarries. In 1900 the two brothers appear as members of the Brotherhood
of Marble-Carvers®. In 1904 Ioannis went to his island in order to study the
erecting of a mausoleum on the family tomb of the shipping magnate and
entrepreneur Leonidas C. Embiricos (1836-1894)°.

8. Opyaviouoc tnc ev AOnvaic etaipeiac «AdeApotne MapuapoyAvpwv» Baot-
Aeiov [Nanayewpyiov AApavwd. Aaikn anotautevtikne npovoiac dpdois [Organi-
zation of the society in Athens “Brotherhood of Marble-Carvers” Vasileios
Papageorgiou Alvanoff. Popular saving welfare action], Athens 1900, pp. 51, 52.

9. Newspaper I Phoni tis Androu, 27 May 1904; Augustus N. Embiricos, H totopia
NG otkoyévelas Twv Eumetpixwy. PiCec - Apaon - Bioypadia dtaxkpiOévtawy - I'eve-
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Madlt pe tov adeAdo tov Agloteldn, o omolog épuade kKovta Tov ™
HAQUAQOYAVLTITIKY, douoe 0TI agxég Tov 2000 alwva €QYO0TACLO K-
TEQYAOTIAG HAQUAQWV KL HAQUXQOYAVDELO e ATHOKLVI)TO TIOLOVIOTI)OLO
AtBotoplag otnv ABrjva, otnv 0d0 I" LemnteuBolov 28 (Xtod Kotla-
pavn), pe v emwvopia H Egyavn AOnva, Poafevpévo pe xouod Poa-
Peto ot AeOvr) ExOeon touv 1903, To epyootaocio, émaigve
nagayYeAleg pHagUaQoteXVIag yix TMOAAOUG YAUTITEG, HETAED TV
omolwv o matéag tov I'iavvovAn XaAema Iwavvng (1834-1900)!. Tadd
pvnuela pe tig voyoadéc twv adeAdPwv Iwdvvn kat Aptotedn Kotla-
pavn Polokovral and tig apxés tov 2000 atwva oto A' Kowpntriowo AOn-
VV!?, OTov Kat 0 TAPog Tovg, AAAG KAl 08 AAAQ EAANVIKA KOLUNTHOLX
(Avaotaoewg ITewpaik, Apamavov KedaAdovide, TowaAwv)?, pe ka-
mote TumoTIoMpévVeS emavaAPelc potipwv. Ymoyoddouv emimAéov
TIOTOEG TOL éXoLV amokaAvdOel oe 0AN v EAA&GDda, megloodtepo
nEoPdAAovTac étoL oav Pploua T Priun TOL EQYOTTATIOL TOVG.

To 1907 ot adeAdpot Kotlapdavn vroypddouvv to tadikd puvnueio tov
NucoAdov A. PAintriov yia to kountreo Kaipov. Le PnAn paopaoivn
omAnN mov otnotletal oe TEPaOUN koNmda ameucovileTar HAQUAQLVT
TIOOTOLL) WELLLOL oTNV NAucia dvdpa. ITodieltal v tov katarydpevo amd
ta N'iavveva diknyooo NikoAao A. PAinmov, mov mébave ota mevivia
dvo tov xedvia, otis 19 AekepBoiov 1902, dmwe diaBalove oe emryoadn)
otV mEOcOx MAeLEA TG OTHANGC. LTO KEVTQO TNG TEWTNGS Paduidag
éxetAa&evtel mapaotaon pe to kepaAlIlevOovvtog ITvevpatog va tpo-
PaAAeL péoa AT DIAOTAVQOVLEVOUS OVETTOAULEVOUG XLAOTL TLEOOUG,
avadpopd ot Cwr) Tov €oPNoe. LTS KOQUPEC TWV TETTAQWV TAELEWV
G OTNANG dLKQIVOVTAL AOTEQLA, VTTALVLY OGS TOL PTIOUEVOL TTVEVUA-
TOG 7oL NtV 0 vekOg. To tepatikd kKaméAo iowg onuaivet Padud mov
elye amovelpet otov veko o Iatoudoxns —n Kaipwvn oucoyéveia PLAimn-
mov epdaviCetat dwenTox Tov EAANVIKoU ZxoAeiov Apoévawy Kkat tou
EAANVcoU TapBevaywyeiov. H mpotour] etvat peaAtotucr), dovAeuévn
HAAAOV amtd pwtoyeadia Kol lowg OXL ATO TOUG LAQHAQOEQYOTTATLAQ-
XEG, TIOL ATAWG TNV VTTOYQAPOLV EK TWV VOTEQWV ...

10. Apxeio Kaipetlov BipAoO1kng Avdoov. Anuntotov IT. ITaoxdAn, Avoprot KaA-
Atéxvat, 6.1., 0. 148.

11. AAe&dvdoac TovAdkn-Bovtvog, To epyaoctnpto pappuapoyAvmtikne Tov
Iwavvn Xadena. Hapaptnua ap. 19 tov topov IA" ¢ Emotnuoviknc Emetnpidac
e IoAvtexvixne XyoAnc tov AptototeAeiov Iavemotnuiov Ocooadovikng,
®cooaAovikn 1989, 0. 22 onu. 42, 31 onp. 20, 47 onp. 87, 78 onp. 215, 81, 169- AAé-
koL E. PAwodrn, Zxédia Tnviaxne MapuapoyAvntiknc, 19o¢ kat 2006 atwvac,
AB1va 1993, 0. 297-300.

12. ZtéAov Avdakn, H veoeAAnvikn yAvnitikn. Iotopic - Tvrmodoyia - Ae&ixo yAv-
ntwv, AOnva 1981, o. 200, 365, euk. 7.

13. XtéAov Avdakn, O.m., 0. 207, 219, 364 ew. 4, 365 ew. 5, 6- O@avov X. Xprjotov,
HyAvnticn ota Iovia Nnowd, Kéokvoa 2001, o. 146, 151, 156, 157, 201, 230, 241, 250,
289, 291, 292.

Together with his brother Aristeidis, who learnt the art of marble-carving
from him, he founded in the early twentieth century a marble-working factory
and marble-carving workshop with a steam-powered stone-cutting saw, in
Athens at 28 Tritis Septemvriou Street (Kotzamanis Arcade), under the name
“I Ergani Athena”, which was awarded a gold medal at the International Exhi-
bition of 1903%. The factory received marble-working commissions for many
sculptors, among them lIoannis Chalepas (1834-1900), father of Giannoulis
Chalepas'’. From the early twentieth century, funerary monuments with the
signatures of the brothers Ioannis and Aristeidis Kotzamanis were to be found
in the First Cemetery of Athens', where their own tomb is located, as well as
in other Greek cemeteries (of the Resurrection [Anastaseos] in Piraeus, of Dra-
pano on the island of Cephalonia, of Trikala)”®, sometimes with standardized
repetitions of motifs. Moreover, they signed busts that have been revealed all
over Greece, thus publicizing further as “trademark” their factory’s reputation.

In 1907 the Kotzamanis brothers signed the tomb monument of Nikolaos
D. Philippou for the Cairo cemetery. Represented on a tall marble stele set
on a three-stepped crepis is a marble bust of a mature man. This is the
lawyer Nikolaos D. Philippou, who originated from Ioannina and died at
the age of fifty-two, on 19 December 1902, as we read in the inscription on
the front of the stele. Carved at the centre of the first step is a representation
with the head of Mourning Spirit projected through chiastic-crossed in-
verted torches, referring to the life extinguished. Visible at the tops of the
four sides of the stele are stars, allusions to the luminary spirit of the de-
ceased. The hieratic hat perhaps signifies the rank that had been conferred
on the deceased by the Patriarch — the Philippou family in Cairo appears
as donor of the Greek Boys” School and the Greek Girls” School (Parthen-
agogeion). The bust is realistic, probably sculpted from a photograph and
perhaps not by the owners of the marble factory, who simply signed it later.

aloyiko 6évtpo, 1765-1996, Mépn A’ - B’ [The history of the Embiricos family. Roots
— Action — Biography of distinguished members — Genealogy, 1765-1996. Parts I -
1I], Athens 21998, p. 84.

10. Archive of the Kaireion Library of Andros. Dimitris P. Paschalis, Avoptor KaA-
Atéxvat, op. cit., p. 148.

11. Alexandra Goulaki-Voutyra, To epyactnpio uapuapoyAvntiknc tov lwavvn
Xadena. Hapaptnua ap. 19 Tov topov IA” tnc Eruotnuoviknc Enetnpidac tne Io-
Avtexvikne ZxoAnc tov Aptototeeiov Iavemuotnuiov Oecoatovikne [The mar-
ble-sculpting workshop of Ioannis Chalepas. Appendix no. 19 of volume XI of the
Annual of the Polytechnic School of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki], Thes-
saloniki 1989, p. 22 n. 42, p. 31 n. 20, p. 47 n. 87, p. 78 n. 215, pp. 81, 169; Alekos E.
Florakis, Zxéota Tnviaxnc MapuapoyAvrtiknc, 190¢ kat 200¢ arwvac [Designs of
Tenian Marble-Carving, 19th and 20th century], Athens 1993, pp. 297-300.

12. Stelios Lydakis, H veoeAAnvikn yAvmtikn. Iotopia - TvmoAoyia - Ae&iko yAv-
nt@v [Modern Greek Sculpture. History—Typology—Dictionary of Sculptors], Athens
1981, pp. 200, 365, fig. 7.

13. Lydakis, op. cit., pp. 207, 219, 364 fig. 4, 365 figs 5, 6; Thanos Ch. Christou, H
yAvmtikn ota I6via Nnota [Sculpture in the Ionian Islands], Corfu 2001, pp. 146,
151, 156, 157, 201, 230, 241, 250, 289, 291, 292.
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I'ewoylog A. Mmovavog

KedpaAAovitng, amnod to Bouvt Katwyr|g, ota déka xoovia tov 1100e otnv
ABnva kovta otoug peyaAvTeens NAtkiag adeAdpouvg tov, AoV To
eTtdyyeApa. Avtidpwvtag ot 0Anon g ouwoyéveldg Tov, Tov Tov 1j0eAe
£UTt0Q0, OTIOVdACE YALTITIKT) 0TO LX0Ae(0 Twv Texvawv (1876-1883) pe ka-
Onynt tov akadnuaiKo kAaowiot Aewvida Agdon (1834-1882), aAr&
TV KATEQYAT I TOL HAQUAQOL TNV éuabe 0TO HAQUAQOYALDELD TOL aKA-
dnuaiicov geaAiotn) Anuntotov Z. Plinmtotn (1834-1919)". Tic omovdég tov
T1s 0AokATewoe 010 Baolkd Ivotitovto KaAwv Texvav e Poung pe
daokdAovg Toug kAaokiotég Antonio Allegretti (1840-1918) ot Girolamo
Masini (1840-1885/93), avotyovtag Kot dtkd TOL €QYAXOTIQLO, 0TO OTIOI0 AVA-
AdpPave maoayyeAtes. To 1888 eméotpee otnv AOnva kat, LETA amo pux
oVUVTOUN ONTeix 0TO EQYATTNELO TOL AQOTT), AVOLEE TO EQYATTIIOLO TOV O

14. Aeéikd EAAGvawv KaAlitexvav, 6.1, t. 1, ABrjva 1997, . 392-394 (HAlac Mv-
KOVIATNG).

15. EvOvplac E. MavpouixdAn, O yAvntne Anuntpioc Z. Gilimnétne, AOnva
2003.

O ATIOX TEQPTIOX XTO IMAAAIO KAIPO

Georgios A. Bonanos

A Cephalonian from Vouni Katogis, Bonanos came to Athens at the age of
ten to join his elder brothers, who were hat-makers by trade. Contrary to
his family’s wishes that he become a merchant, he studied sculpture in the
School of Arts (1876-1883), with professor the academic classicist Leonidas
Drosis (1834-1882)*, but learnt marble-working in the workshop of the ac-
ademic realist Dimitrios Z. Philippotis (1834-1919)". He completed his stud-
ies at the Royal Institute of Fine Arts in Rome, with teachers the classicists
Antonio Allegretti (1840-1918) and Girolamo Masini (1840-1885/93), also
opening his own workshop in which he undertook commissions. In 1888
he returned to Athens and after a brief apprenticeship in Drosis’s workshop
opened his own in a two-storey Neoclassical building in Ambelokipoi, at

14. Ae&ixco EAAvov KaAAitexvav, op. cit.,, t. 1, Athens 1997, pp. 392-394 (Ilias
Mykoniatis).

15. Efthymia E. Mavromichali, O yAvmtne Anuntprog Z. @iAinmotne [The Sculptor
Dimitrios Z. Philippotis], Athens 2003.
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OLEOPO VEOKAXOLKO KTIOLO 0TOUE APTIEAOKT)TIOVS, OTNV AQXT] TS 0000
Meooyeiwv'. To 1900 etvat péAog tng AdeAdpotntoc MagpagoyAvpwvy,
EVW TOTE XQOVOAOYElTAL KAl O LAQUAQLVOS avdpLdvTag Tov [Tavaynr BaA-
Atdvov (EOvikn BipAoO1kn EAAGdOG). To 1911 drogiletat kaOnyntig g
IMAaotkng ot ZxoAr KaAwv Texvav, dev mooAafaivel dpwe vor ddaet
ywxti topartr|Onke moAD Yer Yoo Adyw NG U amodoX1)g CLYKEKQIUEVWY
TIEOTATEWV TOL TEOG TOV LTIOLEYO [awelag kat Tov dtevOvVTA TN XX0-
AN KaAwv Texvav T'ecwpyto Iakwpdn. To 1931 oAokArpwoe tov pagua-
owo avdgavta tov Iwdvvn Kamnodiotoix (EOvikd kat Kamodiotoiakd
[Maveruomuo ABnvav). KivriOnke oto petaiypo avapeoa otov KAaot-
KLOHO kat tov PeaAopd. Drotéxvnoe kat e£€0eoe mANOwWa €0ywv (av-
dQLAVTEG, TQOTOUECS, NOWA, TAdKA pvnueia, avtiyoada agxalwy éQywy,
eAevBepa kat ekkAnowotikd yAvntd) oty EAAGda, otnv Kovmpo, oto
Kéugo, otnv AdeEavdoea, k.a.

To 1910 o Mmovavog teAeiwoe yia to kowuntroo Kaigov to tadpikd
pvnueio twv adeAdwv Aumét, tov PadanA (1780-1866) kat tov Avavia
(1790-1860)'8. To taxptkd pvnpelo, mpoodooa g Edoolag tng Apmeteiov
LXOANC YL Ta TTEVIIVTAL XOOVIA TNG, lval HAQUAQLVOS AUPLTIQOTTUAOG
vadg dwokoV QLOUOV, OTO E0WTEQLKO TOL OTOloL éXel evVowpHaTwOel
HAQUAQLVO TOATECL, avadoQd TOAVOV Kol 0TV eTAYYEAUATIKT) doA-
oTNELOTNTA TV dV0 adeAPwV- 0TV €l00do ToL pvnueiov eixav otnOel
OL HAQUAQLVOL AVOQLAVTEG TwV dVO adeAPV, oL oTolot BoiokovTal tAéov
otV eioodo twv yoadeiwv tne EPoolag tne ZxoAnc omn I'dpoa®.

Kwvotavtivog @. PwokoAog

Me kataywyn padArov ano tov Ktikado®, kaboAwd xwotd g Trivov,
vevvnOnke otnv EppovmoAn?!. Zrovdaoce yAvmtiky) oto LxoAeio twv Te-

16. I'ewpytoc Mmovavog, IAvmtneg, AOnvat. G. Bonanos, Athénes, Sculpteur. Xrovda-
otnpiov FAvmtiknc l'ewpyiov Mmovavov ev AOnvaic, 000c Meooyeiwv (ApmeAdkn-
iot). George Bonano, Sculptor. Studio, rue Mesogion (Ambelokipi), x.t. [AOva] x.X.
[1905-1908]. TTpokettat yior AeVKWHA-DELYUATOAOYLO €QYWV TOL.

17. Opyaviouoc e ev AOnvaic etaipeiac «AdeApotne MapuapoyAvdwv» Baot-
Aeiov Ianayewpyiov AABavwd, 0.1., 0. 52.

18. Newtepov EykvkAonaidixov Aeéikov «HAiov», T. B’, 1948, 0. 557+ Oeodwoag P.
Maokatov, 6.m., 0. 276-277- Evbvuiov ©. XovAoywavvn, H EAAnvikn Kowotnta
Tov Kaipov, ABrva 2001, 0. 36, 39, 69, 79, 88, 145, 146, 163, 165, 170, 188, 192.

19. Maiac A. TaBoiAn- LZodiag X. Mrmovavou - Zwtrptov L. Mrnovavou, 6.7, tiv. 74.
20. Aev MEETEL VA ATIOKAELOTEL LAKQLVT] TUYYEVIKT] OX£€0T) TOL YAVTITN e TNV
EVETIKT] EVYEVIKTIC KaTtaywYng oucoyévela Foscolo, otkoyéveia tov Itadot momt)
Ovyov dworoAov (1778-1827)

21. Zoudwva pe v ano 9 Angidiov 1945 attnon eyyoadnic tov oto Tunua I'Av-
k)G tov KaAArtexvucot EmpeAnnoeiov EAAGdoc (onpegvot EmtpeAntnolov
Ewcaotkdv Texvawv EAAGdOG). Evxaototw amnd ) 6€omn avtrjv Tov vrtevbuvvo tov
apyxetov tov EmipeAntnoiov Etkaotucwv Texvwv EAAadog, koo Niko I'ewoyia-
Kwdn Yx ) daBOeom pwtoavtrygoadov tnge.

the beginning of Mesogeion Avenue'. By 1900 he was a member of the
Brotherhood of Marble-Carvers?, (National Library of Greece). In 1911 he
was appointed Professor of Sculpture in the School of Fine Arts, but did
not manage to teach because he resigned very soon, due to the rejection of
certain of his proposals to the Minister of Education and the Director of the
School of Fine Arts, Georgios lakovidis. In 1931 he completed the marble
portrait statue of Ioannis Kapodistrias (National and Kapodistrian Univer-
sity of Athens). He moved on the borderline between Classicism and Real-
ism, creating and exhibiting a plethora of works (portrait statues, busts,
war memorials, funerary monuments, copies/replicas of ancient works, sec-
ular and ecclesiastical sculptures) in Greece, Cyprus, Cairo, Alexandria and
elsewhere.

In 1910 Bonanos finished for the Cairo cemetery the tomb monument
of the Abet brothers, Raphail (1780-1866) and Ananias (1790-1860)'8. The
monument, offered by the Board of Governors of the Abeteion School to
commemorate its fiftieth anniversary, is a marble amphiprostyle temple
in the Doric order, incorporated in the interior of which is a marble table,
possibly a reference also to the professional activity of the two brothers;
set up at the entrance to the monument were marble portrait statues of
the two benefactors, which now stand at the entrance to the offices of the
School Board in Gamra®.

Constantinos Ph. Phoskolos

Probably originating from Ktikados®, a Roman Catholic village in Tenos,
Phoskolos was born in Hermoupolis on Syros?. He studied sculpture at the
Athens School of Arts (1894-1901), with professor the academic classicist

16. I'ewpytoc Mrnovavog, 'Avntne, AGYvar. G. Bonanos, Athénes, Sculpteur. Xrtov-
oaotipiov 'Avrtiknic Fewpyiov Mmovavov ev ABnvaig, 066¢c Mecoyeiwv (AumeAo-
knmot). George Bonano, Sculptor. Studio, Mesogion St (Ambelokipi), n. p. [Athens],
n. d. [1905-1908]. An album-samplebook of his works.

17. Ogyaviouoc g ev ABnvaig etaugelag “AdeApotne MapuapoyAvpwv Baot-
Aelov Ianayewpyiov AABavw@”, op. cit., p. 52.

18. Newtepov EykvkAonaidixov Ae&ixov HAiov [“Helios” Modern Encyclopaedic
Dictionary], vol. II, 1948, p. 557; Theodora Ph. Markatou, op. cit., pp. 276-277;
Efthymios Th. Soulogiannis, H EAAnvikn Kowotnta tov Kaipov [The Greek Com-
munity of Cairo], Athens 2001, pp. 36, 39, 69, 79, 88, 145, 146, 163, 165, 170, 188, 192.
19. Gavrili — Bonanou — Bonanos, op. cit., pl. 74.

20. The possibility that the sculptor was a distant relative of the Foscolo family, of
Venetian noble origin, scion of which was the Italian poet Hugo Foscolo (1778-1827)
cannot be ruled out.

21. According to the application, dated 9 April 1945, for registration in the Sculpture
Section of the Greek Chamber of Artists (pres. Chamber of Fine Arts of Greece). I wish
to thank Mr Nikos Georgiadakis, who is responsible for the archive of the Chamber
of Fine Arts of Greece, for making available a photocopy of this document.
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Xvav e ABnvag (1894-1901), pe kabnyntn Tov akadnpaikd KAaoKLoTr
I'echoyto Boovto (1843-1909)%. Adpov amodoitnoe, idovoe to 1904, pali pe
TOV ovvToTiTn Kot opdTeX VO Tov I'avvovAn KovAovor) (1878-1966)%, eo-
yaotjow otnv ABnva, otnv 0do Iatnoiwv 50 —kat ot dV0 «eLEATIOES
YAVTTTAL. ATtO Tt VEQVIKA €QY0 TOL UVIIUOVEVETAL TO HAAAOV KAQOUKL-
oo ovumAeyua Epwc kat Zatvpoc. To 1917 O moémet va prAotéxvnoe
KAt To TETELVO arvayAvdo pe T poodt] tov o) Kwota I'. Kapuwtdin
(1896-1928), OV PTIKE €K TWV VOTEQWV OTOV TAPO TOL TOLNTI] OTOV OlkO
ABavaciov K. Zkdaylavvr, oto A" Kowuntroo AOnvav.

Qg péAog tov Zvvdéopov EAAvwv KaAAtexvav o PwokoAog mroe
Hégog otig ekBéoelg Tou: to 1915 pe to égyo tov Ilpotoun kvpiov A., to
1916 pe o épyo tov H vywotc tne onuaiac (aviryAvdpo), to 1917 pe ta
éoya tov H ypnopodotnoic xar AvayAvpo kvpiov K., 1o 1921 pe to éoyo
wov H vpwoic ¢ onuaiac ev Ayia Aavpa. EEEDeoe emtiong to 1917 o)
Aoy KaAAtexvikr) ExOeon Zammelov to égyo tov Aoéa (avayAvdo
oe omAnN Y ta KaAdfouvta, to pagudotvo Howo KaAapevtwyv), to 1918
otV ék0eor tov DAoAoykov LvAAGYoL «Ilagvaocooc» yiax touvg Tuo-
naBelg g Oecoatovikng to £é9yo Tov Aépa! (okitoo edpédoov aliwua-
TikoV) kat otV ékBeon tov EAANvoyaAAkod Luvdéopov oto Zammelo
o €0yo tov H vYwoic tne onuaiac v Ayia Aavpa (Ttov ayooaoe to
Yrnovpyeio ITauwdelag kot Oa pegiuvovoe va to MoAAaTAACLAOEL O€ Y-
Pva ekpayela Y va To HORACEL OTa OX0Aela: éva amod avtd €éxel Te-
oLéADeL ot ZvAAoyr) Avayvworn), to 1925 otn Awokn) KaAArtexvin
‘ExOeon Zanmelov to €oyo tov O Aéviv 1§ O aryopnrric, to 1938 otnv Ia-
veAAnvio ‘ExOeon oto Zanmeto ta égya tov KepaAn OAwppévne kopne
kat O paotdiac Fewpyroc A’ kat n pacidicoa OAya (0QetXAAKIVO ava-
YALPO) kat to 1939 otnv IlaveAArvio ‘ExOeon oto Zammelo to €0yo tov
KepaAn xopnc (avayAvdo).

To 1909 o PyokoAog voypadet otnv AOrva to Tapkd pvnuelo g
Dwterviic A. Magarykov yia to kowpntroo Kaigov. e YymAn paouaovn
oTAnN 1oL otneiletat oe TERAOUN KENTIdA ATEKOVICETAL ) HAQUAQLVN
TIQOTOUT] YUVALKEIXG HOQPTIS, EVW ATO TO €va TQITO TG MEOoOag dng
™G 0TNANG TIEOPBAAAOLY HETA ATIO WOEWES TtAalOL0 dVO UIKQA TtodIK&
KePAALR, OTO KATW HEQOC TV OTIOWV dLakQiveTal éva YyaguhaAAo. Lto
KEVTQO TNG MEWTNG PaOudac éxet okaAlotel Auxvagl, ovxvo o€ Tadikd
pvnpela ovpBoAo g Copegodtntac tov Bavatov. ITpopavae 1 yvvaika,
N Pwtetvr) A. Mapayko, mov mébave eucootenttdyoovn otic 12 Oktw-
Polov 1902, etvaim untépa twv dVo Ty, Tov lwdvvn, mov ébave di-
xoovog tov Oktwpelo tov 1899, kat tov IlepkAr), mov mébave tov
Ioevovégio tov 1903. To pvnueio etvat popdpoAoycd ovvOeto, kabwg ovv-

22. Anunton IavAdmovAov, «Eva kAaotkiotikd avayAvgpo tov 1900 atwva», mep.
Movoeio Mmevaxn, t. 1, 2001, o. 129-130, 133.

23. Aeéixo EAAGvwv KaAAitexvav, 6.m., T. 2, 0. 291 (Anurtong ITavAdmovAog).
24. HAia B. NoumiAdxkn, 6.7, 0. 152-154, 215, 275.

ATIOX TEQPTIOZ XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

Georgios Vroutos (1843-1909)%. On graduating, in 1904, he and his fellow
Tenian and colleague Giannoulis Koulouris (1878-1966)% — both of them
“aspiring sculptors”’— opened a workshop at 50 Patision Street in Athens.
Noteworthy among his youthful works is the rather classicistic group of
Eros and Satyr. In 1917 he must have sculpted also the stone relief with the
figure of the poet Costas G. Karyotakis (1896-1928), which was later set up
on the poet’s grave in the sepulchre of Athanasios C. Skagiannis, in the First
Cemetery of Athens.

As member of the Association of Greek Artists, Foscolo took part in its
exhibitions: in 1915 with his work Bust of Mr A., in 1916 with his relief Rais-
ing the Flag, in 1917 with his works The Vaticination and Relief of Mr K.,
in 1921 with the work The Raising of the Flag in the Holy Lavra. In 1917 he
exhibited in the Standing Art Exhibition in the Zappeion his work Glory (a
relief on a stele for the Kalavryta, the marble War Memorial of that town),
in 1918 in the “Parnassos” Cultural Association, for the victims and casu-
alties of the great fire in Thessaloniki, the work Wind! (a sketch of a reservist
army officer) and in the exhibition of the Greek-French Union in the
Zappeion, the work The Raising of the Flag in the Holy Lavra (purchased
by the Ministry of Education, which made provision for its reproduction
in plaster casts that were distributed to schools; one of these is now in the
Anagnostis Collection), in 1925 in the Standing Art Exhibition in the
Zappeion his work Lenin or The Orator, in 1938 in the Panhellenic Exhibi-
tion in the Zappeion his works Head of a Sad Kore and King George I and
Queen Olga (bronze relief), and in 1939 in the Panhellenic Exhibition in the
Zappeion his relief Head of a Kore.

In 1909 Phoskolos signed in Athens the funerary monument of Photeini
A. Marangou for the Cairo cemetery*!. Represented on a tall marble stele
set on a three-stepped crepis is the marble bust of a female figure, while
from one-third of the front of the stele project within an oval frame two
small children’s heads, in the lower part of which is a carnation. Carved at
the centre of the first step is a lamp, a frequent symbol of the bleakness of
death on mortuary monuments. Obviously the woman, Photeini A.
Marangou, who died at the age of twenty-seven on 12 October 1902, is the
mother of the two children, loannis, who died aged two in October 1899,
and Periklis, who died in January 1903. The form of the monument is com-
plex, as it combines sculpture in the round for the female bust with high
relief on the children’s heads. The sculptor’s realistic treatment of the fig-
ures is based on photographs of them. Thus he creates their portraits, with
their personal facial features and with a clear attempt to capture their emo-
tional world: the woman is rendered in frontal pose, austere, in formal attire

22. Dimitris Pavlopoulos, Eva kAaotkiotixé avayAvgo tov 19ov arwva [A Nineteenth-
Century Classicistic Relief], Benaki Museum Journal, vol. 1, 2001, pp. 129-130, 133.

23. Aeéiko EAAvav KaAAite yvav, op. cit., vol. 2, p. 291 (Dimitris Pavlopoulos).
24. Nobilakis, op. cit., pp. 152-154, 215, 275.
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dvalet TNV katnyooiat Tov OAGYALPOL 0TI YLVALKELX TEOTOLT He TNV
Katnyogia tov €£eQyov avayAvdov ota madkd kepaAa. O yAvTIng
éxet eme€egyaotel geaAloTIKA TIC HOQDES, éxovtag LTT dPv pwToyer-
dlec Tovg. Anuovgyel €tot Tig MEoowWMoYEAPLES TOVS, HE T PLOLOY V-
HIKA yVweloHata Ttouvg kot pe Pavegn Tnv mooomabeik tov va
oLAANPOel 0 CLVATONUATIKOS KOOWOG TOVG: 1) Yuvalka amodidetal pe-
TWTIKT), AVOTNQT), HLE IO eVOLHATia £TTOXTS (KAELOTO MTLXWTO HO-
QEUA), TO éva aTtd TA MAAKLX OTa Tl Tétata deflx kat to &AAo
oxedoV petwrkd. To ovvoAo amodekviet 0Tt 0 PokoAog yvwollel va
Xewtletat kat va CVAAaUPAVEL DLIPOQETIKES WOOOVYKQATIES HOQPWV.
AToPAémeL 0T DA ORPWOT) LA OEQUTG OLKOYEVELAKNE ATHOOPALOAG,
otV 0otV Ot HOEDEG TWV ALV AVTIHETWTILOVTAL ATO T UNTEQN
pe OAppévn ayanmn. To éoyo éxeL orpeoa, Yo Adyous acdaelag, armo-
pakeuvOel amo o kotpnTroLo Kot Peloketat oto Hyovueveio g Movric.

®e60woc M. ZéoPag

Me evdexopevn kataywyr and tov ITvgyo g Trivov, moémet va tov
tavtioovpe pe Atbo&oo, o omoiog etxe dAAovg dvo adeAdpoic Atbo&doug,
tov ITéto (y. 1878) kot tov NukdAao (y. 1885). Ltadlodoounoe wg eTory-
YeApatiag HaQHaQOYAVTITNG 0TV AAeEAVdQELn, OToL PLAoTéXVNoE Vi
TO KOLUNTHQLO AQKETA TAPIKA UVTUELX.

Yra petamoAepucd xoovia, t) dekaetia tov 1930, O moémetl va xo-
voAoynOeti, paoel g mEwWNS tadris, Tov Miltiddov I'. TaccomovAov,
Zuooviod v kataywyr), to 1932, to taducd pvnueio adeAdawv Taooo-
moLAOL kat ZtéAAag I'. BaAAa v to kowunroo Kaigov. AmoteAeitat
amo amAéC HAQUAQLVEG TAQKOPAYOUS, ATIO T HAQHAQLVT] KQUTITI KAl
aTO VOV HAQUAQLVO 0TAVEO HE HAQUAQLVO etkovootdoto. To pvnpueio
Oev elval maQd dLEKTTEQALWTIKT] €K [EQOVS TOL YAVUTITN eQyaTio plaxQuo-
potexviag, xwolc megattéow aluwvoels. H voyoadr) ovvodevetal amd
dMAwor) tov ooV eQyaoiag tov ZéoPa (AAEEANAPEIA, pe avayoap-
patiopo tov A/P).

Ao to eAANVIKO vekgotadeio oto Kaigo
From the Greek cemetery in Cairo

of the period (closed pleated dress), one of the little boys is in three-quarter
pose to the right and the other is almost en face. It is evident from the overall
effect that Phoskolos was skilled in handling and conveying figures with
different idiosyncrasies. He strives to create a warm familial atmosphere in
which the mother’s sorrowful love of her children is apparent. For security
reasons, the work has today been removed from the cemetery and is kept
in the Priory (Hegoumeneion) of the monastery.

Theodoros M. Zervas

Possibly originating from Pyrgos in Tenos, he should be identified as a
stone-carver who had two brothers, also stone-carvers, Petros (b. 1878) and
Nikolaos (b. 1885). Zervas enjoyed a career as a professional marble-carver
in Alexandria, where he created several tomb monuments for the cemetery.

The tomb monument of the Tassopoulos brothers and Stella G. Valla,
for the Cairo cemetery, should be dated to the interwar years (1930s) on
the basis of the first burial, of Miltiadis G. Tassopoulos from Smyrna, in
1932. It consists of plain marble sarcophagi, the marble crypt and a marble
cross with marble iconostasis. The monument is a run-of-the-mill product

of the carver, without artistic pretensions. The signature is accompanied
by Zervas’s place of work (ALEXANDRIA, with the letters D/R erro-
neously interchanged).
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Buwpatika g owoyévelag Zepedov oe oxéon pe tov Ayo I'ewoyto

kot 1o EAANvikd Nekpotadeio oto Kago

Experiences of the Zerefos Family in Relation to the Monastery of Saint George
and the Greek Cemetery in Cairo

Xopnotog L. Zepedog

Kabnyntng - Akadnuaikog

0 eAANVIKO vekpotadeio tov Kaigov Poloketat oe éva Hovadikod

I onpelo dmov elvarl To TOLTAO ONHLELD CLVAVTIOTG TV HoVOOEloTL-

kv Opnokeldv, ONAadr) tov Xorotiaviopov (Aytog I'ecdgytog), tov
IoAapopot (Tépevog tov Amr) kot tov lovdaiopot (Xvvaywyr) Tov na-
Aoiov Kaipov), 0Aa tar pvnuela oe amootaot) oAlywv ekatovTadwy é-
towv. H oxéomn tnc owoyévelag pov pe to eAANVIKO vekgotadeio tov
Kaigov Eextva amo v tadr| tov NikoAdov I1. Zegedpov to 1910, dnAadn
megimov 20 ooV HETA TV HETAKOULOT) TNG OKOYEVELAG ATt TNV AAe-
Eavdoela. H owkoyéveln Zepedol HETAKOMLOE PLETA ATIO TV OLKOVOULKT)
KATAOTQOPT| TTOL LTEOTN 0 MATITOVS [ov, NucdAaog I1. Zegedog, épro-
00C KQNTKWV TQOLOVTWY OTr TOTe dtdonun 0d6 Ras el-Tin tng AAefav-
dpelag, HETA TNV KATAOTQOPT] TNG TEQLOXTS HE TO POUPAQIIOUO TNG
AAelavdpelag amd tov AyyAwkd otdAo mov akoAovONoe TNV emavd-
otaon tov Orabi. 'HOn o matépag pov, LtvAwavadg, etxe yevvnOet otnv
AAeEavdpela to 1881.

To 1944 ue Badrtioe o Eniokomog BapuAwvog IAaglwv kat avagwTio-
oLV T&VTOTE TL OXé0on HTtoel va éxet 1) BafuAdva pe to Kawgo. TToAv
aQyotepa épaboa OAN T oToLdAiA LOTORIA TG TEQLOXNS, TO QOAO TTOL
dradpapatioe Pprrolevovtag ItoAepaikéc kat Pouaikéc Goovoég kat
TIC HEYAAEG X EC TTOV €YVAV HETAED TWV VTTEQAOTILOTWY TOU KAOTQOL
s BapuAdvog tov Kaigov, pe toug emitiOépevous LOLOOVARAVOUG TOV
10° ardva omdTE €yIve KoL) mTon Tov k&otEov avtov. To 1945 mébave
0 £k pUNTEOC tamtTtovg pov, Xonotog IamaddmovAog, o onolog etddr oto
Nexpotadeio Tov Ayiov ['eweylov, HAALOTA dE VTTAQYEL OTJHLEQX TO OOTE-
0PULAAKLO TO OTtOl0 OXEdIOTE O TATEQAS LOL ATTO YOAVITN Kot OTIoL elvat

Christos S. Zerefos

Professor - Academician

he Greek cemetery of Cairo is in a unique location, the meeting point
I of the three monotheistic religions — Christianity (St George
Monastery), Islam (Amr Mosque) and Judaism (Old Cairo
Synagogue) — all the monuments of which are a few hundred metres from
one another. The relationship of the Zerefos family with the Greek cemetery
at Cairo begins with the burial there of Nikolaos P. Zerefos in 1910, that is
about 20 years after the family moved from Alexandria to Cairo. The
Zerefos family relocated following the financial ruination of Nikolaos P.
Zerefos, a purveyor of Cretan products in the then famous Ras el-Tin Street
of Alexandria, after the destruction of the Orabi neighbourhood and the
city’s bombardment by the British Navy, following Orabi’s revolt.

In 1944 I was christened by the Bishop of Babylon, Hilarion, and I was
always wondering what Babylon had to do with Cairo. Much later, I learnt
the whole fascinating history of the area, the role it played in hosting Ptole-
maic and Roman garrisons, and the major battles fought between the de-
fenders of the castle of Babylon in Cairo and the attacking Muslims in the
tenth century, when this fortress fell. In 1945 my maternal grandfather,
Christos Papadopoulos, died and was interred in the Cemetery of St
George. In fact, the granite ossuary was designed by my father and holds
also the bones of my grandmother and my father, who died in 1961, still
exists at the cemetery.

During the 1950s my father, Stylianos N. Zerefos, employed a renowned
local artist by the name of Shekh Youssef, who made the high-precision
moulds for the ceramics produced in the Marangaki and Zerefos factory at
Rod El Farag. At that time, following drawings by my father, who offered
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Oappévol oL mTAmmovdEg oL KAl 0 TTATEQAG Hov 0 oTtolog arePliwoe To
1961.

Yan dexaetio tov 50 0 matépagc pov, LtvAavoc N. Zegedpog xonotpio-
moovoe £vav dikonpo kaAAttéxvn, ovopartt Shekh Youssef, o omolog tov
EPTioyve pe HEYAAT akQBelx TA KAAOVTIA Yiot TOt KEQAHLKA TIQOIOVTAL
Tov egyootaciov Tov eixe oto Rod El Farag. Ye oxédia tov matéoa pov
EoTédeQe TOTE 0TO HOVAOTHOL TOL AYIoU ['ewEyloL KATIOLES HIKQEG grot-
tes, OTwG TIc éAgye, OTOV TIQO TOL VekQOTAPELOL X0, dDIMAa dNAdT 0TO
ntegipnuo onpelo 6mov Eamdotaoce 1 Iavayia pe 1o Oelo Boédog rkat
tov Iwond otav myyav otnv Atyvrto. Avtéc tig grottes tic 1)0eAe i va
OLKOOUNTEL TOV TIQO TOL VEKQOTAPELOL XWQO 0 Hakaototog Hyovuevog
¢ Movr|g tov Ayiov I'ewpyiov, AyabayyeAog, Yy to €0yo Tov oTtoiov
OTNV avaoTHAWOT] TOL HOVAOTNOLOU aAAL KAt 0TV TeQLoxn €xeL 110N
YoaeL oto meQidpn o oY Yeappa tov Yix tov Ayio I'ewpyto o Kwvotav-
Twvidne. Pwtoygadiec LTTAQXOLY ATO O,TL EXEL Lelvel oueQa YTl £Xovv
Yivel kat dAAeg agepPdoels, petd to 50, otov mMEOo Tov vekgotadelov
XWQEO AAAQ 1) YEVIKT] ELKOVA OXEDOV TTAQAUEVELT] (DLAX.

H Buwopatikr) oxéon g ouwcoyévelag Zepedov e tov Ayio 'ewoylo
kat to Nekootadeio éxet fadiéc ovvatodnuatikés oileg OXtL HOVO Adyw
TWV VEKQWV UEAWV TNG OKOYEVELAS TTOL avaTavovTat kel aAA& Kat
dLOTL YL EUAS TOVG CvTeg elvat EVTOVES OL UVIES amtd TNV PUXIKT) ava-
T@omn TNV onolat ALoBAVOUAOTAV ETOKETTOUEVOL TOV ETUPANTIKO VAo
tov Aylov 'ewpyiov. Quuapat ota TéAn g dekaetiag Tov 60 otL elxa
PoeOel, paAota eixa anmokAelotel oto K&wpo petd tov moAepo twv 7
NueowVv kat v MeyaAn Hapaokevr] emjya ota pvrpata yo v Ka-

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

to the monastery of St George some small grottes, as he called them, in the

space in front of the cemetery, that is, next to the legendary point where
the Virgin with the Christ Child and Joseph stopped to rest, on their rescue
trip into Egypt. The late Abbot of the St George monastery, Agathangelos,
about whose work on restoring the monastery and its environs too, Con-
stantinidis has written already in his renowned treatise on St George,
wanted these grottes to decorate the cemetery forecourt. There are photo-
graphs of what has remained today, because other interventions have been
made in this area since the 1950s, but the general picture is more or less the
same.

The Zerefos family’s experiences in relation to the monastery of St
George and the cemetery have deep emotional roots, not only because of
the dead family members laid to rest there, but also because for us the
living, the memories of the exaltation of the soul we felt on visiting the
imposing church of St George are still vivid. I remember being in Cairo in
the late 1960s, indeed I had been blockaded there after the Seven Days’” War,
and on Good Friday making the customary visit to the graves, as
established by the Orthodox Church for that day of Holy Week. I can’t
remember the name of the priest, but he was alone in celebrating the Mass
and I was the only congregant. When the service was over, the priest said
to me thank goodness you were there too, otherwise, as is usually the case,
I should celebrate Mass again alone, without cantor and with very few
lamps lit.

Of course, the scene in the church of St George was different in the past,
particularly when there was some official ceremony, such as on the feast
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Oteowpévn amo tn Oonokela emiokedn oe vty TNV NUEQa TG MeyaAng

EBdoucdoc. Aev Quudpat to dvopa tov edpnueplov aAAd ftav povos kat
etéAeoe ) Aegtrtovpyla PAAAovTag HOVOS Kol [e HOVO TIQOOKULVITH
epéva. Otav teAeiwoe 1 Aertovgylor LoV elmte 0 ePMUEQLOS OTL EVTLXWC
IOV 1joa0TAV Kol 0elS YTl aAA g 01w ovvr0wg yivetat Oa émpemne
va teAéow ) Aettovgyia TAAL LOVOGS, XIS WAATN Kkat e eAdylota kKav-
mMALX avappéva.

To oxknvikd BéPawa otnv exkAnoia tov Ayiov I'ewpylov tav dado-
QETIKO 0TO TAREABOV, Wiwe dtav LTOXE KATIOLX eTTtioNUN TEAETH] OTT@WS
N ovouaotikn Tov An I'iooyn 11 Mareg Gergis, omote ovvégoeay kat -
otol ToAAOL daAAG kat kVElwg AryvTttiot kat Komteg ot omoiot tov éxovv
ws Bavpatoveyo ayo. Omote av etvxawve va etva kot o Iatotdoxne, n
teAetr) Tov Ayiov ewgyiov eAaupave pulavtivi) HeyaAoTRéTea KAt
TOOO N €KKANOIX 000 KoL TO KOLUNTAELO €DELX VAV P KIVI)TIKOTNTA Kol
Cowvtavia 1 omolar DLOTLXWGS €0PTN Ve AlYeC WQES LETA TNV AXTIOXWONON
TWV EMONHWV. LTIG HEQEC OLOOWQEEVOTG TEOTKLVITWVY OTWS 0TV
Nuovv pkeog T MeydAn Iagaokevr] kat ta WuxoodfBpata, vexov
¢Ew amo tov An 'y oelpd KATAOTNUATWY TIOL TTOVAOVOAY AOVAOV-
Ot aAAd kat évag meQIPNHOS KATAOKELAOTNG HAQUAQWY, 0 Bayoumi,
av Quuapat to dvoua, o omtoiog Tay kat TeQLlTNTog AAAG Kot To GVORLA
Tov eixe Yiveldudonpo otig dekaetieg Tov 50 kot tov 60 yiati emtiokevale
KA OQLOUEVOUG TTEQIKAAAELS TAPOUS ATIO TIG TIOWTES OLKOYEVELES TTOL OA-
dNkav oto eAANVIKS vekpotadeio to 19° awwva. Avtd ta Ovpopaote
o0Aotooot (oape oto Kago kat pévouvv ave&itnAa otig pvrpes pag. Kat
Oa petvouv avelitnAa yatl ekel etvat Oappéva mToAA& pHéEAN TG eAAN-

day of St George (Ai Giorgis or Mareg Gergis), when many believers
flocked there, especially Egyptians and Copts, for whom he is a miracle-
working saint. And if the Patriarch happened to be there, the ritual of St
George took on Byzantine magnificence and both the church and the ceme-
tery were bustling with people, a vibrancy that alas lasted for but a few
hours after the departure of the prelates. On the days when it was thronged
with pilgrims, as when I was a boy, on Good Friday and All Souls Satur-
days, there was a string of flower-vendors’ stalls outside Ai Giorgis, as well
as an excellent marble-carver, Bayoumi, if I remember the name, who was
in great demand and much-renowned in the 1950s and 1960s because he
also repaired some of the beautiful tombs of the first families who were
buried in the Greek cemetery at Cairo in the nineteenth century. All of us
who were living in Cairo at that time remember these things, which are
etched indelibly in our memories. And they will remain indelible, because
many members of the Greek community and their children, acquaintances,
friends, school mates and other relatives, are buried there.

A few months after my mother died in Athens, I had gone to Cairo on
business, and of course every visit to Cairo meant the corresponding pil-
grimage to Ai Giorgis and the cemetery. So, I met his holiness Nephon a
few years later and expressed to him my family’s intention of gathering to-
gether the bones of all our dead ancestors in one place, in Athens. The pres-
ent Abbot of the Holy Monastery Nefhon replied to me: “Leave them in
peace here, Professor, because slowly but surely the Greek cemetery is
shrinking and every empty grave is in danger of housing other bones ”,
something that has already happened, unfortunately, quite extensively.
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VIKT]G KOWVOTNTAS KoL T ML TOUS, YVWwOTol, PpIAoL, oupuadnTés kat
aAAoL ovyyevelc.

Ortav méBave n untépa pov otnv ABrva, Atyovg pnveg petd eixa
ntel 0to Koo yix dovAetés kat PePalwg kaOe emtiokeym oto Kaigo ov-
VOOEVOVTAV KL PE TO AVTIOTOLXO TTROoKVVN U otov An I'ihoyn ko oto
vekgotadelo. Luvavtnoa Aotmov tov Ayio Niipwva Altya xoovio petd
KkaL tov eEédpaoa TNV EOBEOT TG oKoyeveiag va paléPoupie tax ooTd
amd 0Aovg touvg mebapévoug pag oe évav xweo otnv Abnva. O peté-
nierta Hyovpevog g leoac Movric Nndwv pov andvtnoe: «adniote touvg
€V €1QM)VT), KUQLE KABNYNTA, €dw YTl oryd-oty& 0 eAANVIKO vekQoTa-
delo ovgokvaveTat kat kabe adeto uvnueio kvdvvevel va Prro&evnoet
oota atd KOmteg», modya To 0molo duOTUXWGS €XELT)ON YiVELOE OXETIKN
éxtaom).

To emPBANTIO OLYKEOTNUA TWV VTIOAOITIWV TOV QWHATKOV KAOTQOU
pall pe v exkAnoia tov Aytov I'ewpylov, to vekpotadeio, to onuelo
miov evAOYNONKe and To mépaoua s Iavayiag kot tov Xptotov Eava-
Ponke to eVOLAPEQOV oL avTr] T GOQA YLt ETUOTIHOVIKOUS AGYOoUG.
Atlya xtAdpeToa amtd to kdoTto LTIdEXeL 0To vnodkL g Roda to mept-
PNHO VEIAOUETQO AAAK KL 0TS PatveTal pLéoa 0TO KAOTQO éva Badv
T Yadt, Tov omolov to0 o pakaglotog Hyovuevoe Ayabayyedog 6oo
Kat eudaveic T doteg Tov maeAbdvTog, dmwe o Al Maqrizi, o Pococke
Kkat ToAAoL dAAoL avépegav TV VTIaREN, TIOL XENOILLEVE Y Vo YVWOIL-
Couv oL PEOVEOVVTEG TO KAOTQO TO ETIULTEDO TOL dxB T iov VOATOG AAAG
KAL TIG TUXOV TANUUVQEES TTOL HTTOQOVOAYV VA CLVAVTIIOOLY. AVOTLXWS
oLagyaieg petaPoAéc Tng otdOuUNG Tov VeLAOpETEOV EVTAG TOL KAOTQOL
dev éxovv dixowBei. H wotopla twv mANupvewv tov Neldov etvat tooo
TAALA 000 KAl 0 (DL0G 0 TOTAOS KAt AdYw TwV OXETEWV TOVG e TOUG
HOVOWVEG KL TNV €L0BOAN TV T YWV TOL HEYAAOL TOTAOV, dNAQdY|
oL yaAalov 000 kat tov Aevkov Neldov, e amaox0Anoav emiotnuo-
VIKA AOY® TOUL eVOLXPEQOVTOG IOV YIX TIC KALUATIKES peTaPoAEC Tov -
0eABOvTOoc. Evtuxwg, éxouv dirowOel agkeTol alves mMaQATNENOEWV
amo 10 VelAopeTo g Roda mov amotéAeoav kat amoteAovv medio égev-
VAG Y HEVA KL TOUG OLVEQYATEG ov. Etot o ¢pooveto g BapvAwvac,
N exkAnoia tov Aylov I'ewgyiov kat o vekgotadeio Nedav kat €deoav
e to vetAopetpo g Roda kat to xapévo vetlopetoo tov Kaotgov pe
EUEVA, TNV OLKOYEVELX OV KoL TOUG oLvVeQYATeS Hov. To toimAd onpueilo
OLVAVTNONG TV HovoBeiotukwyv Oonokewwv Oa amoteAel v péva
TTAVTO Pt TEOKAT|OT) VLot TNV L0TOQIA TOU KAl YIX TN HEAETI) TWV YEW-
PLOKWV PALVOREVWYV TIOL TTAQATNET| 01KV OTNV KAQOLAX TNG ONUEQLVIC
Avyvmtov.

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

The imposing complex of the remains of the Roman fortress, together

with the church of St George, the cemetery, the spot blessed by the passing
of the Virgin and the infant Christ, began to interest me again, this time for
scientific reasons. A few kilometres from the castle lies the islet of Roda, on
which is the famous Nilometer, as well as, it seems, inside the tower a deep
well whose existence is mentioned by the late Abbot Agathangelos and
eminent travellers in the past, such as Al Maqrizi, Pococke and many others,
with which those guarding the fortress used to measure the level of the
available water, as well as the intensity of floods. Unfortunately, the ancient
changes in the level of the Nilometre inside the fortress have not survived.
The history of the Nile floods is as old as the modern course of the river itself
and due to their relation to the monsoons and the influx of the sources of
the great river, that is the Blue and the White Nile, they preoccupied me
professionally due to my interest in climate changes of the past. Fortunately,
several centuries of observations from the Nilometer on Roda have survived,
which were and are a field of research for me and my collaborators. Thus,
the Babylon fortress, the church of St George and the cemetery came to tie
in with the Nilometer on Roda and the lost Nilometer of the tower, with me,
my family and my colleagues. The triple meeting point of the monotheistic
religions will always be a challenge for me, for its history and for the study
of the geophysical phenomena that were observed in the heart of modern

Egypt.
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AvaotmAwor tov Iotopuko Naov tov Ayiov 'ewpylov
oto Kapo kat tov vmokeipevov Pwouaikov mogyov

Restoration of the Historic Church of Saint George in Cairo and the
underlying Roman Tower

I'ecoytog ITevéAnc

ou. kanyntne AIIO, Ag MOALTIKOG UNXAVIKOG

I'onyoong IevéAnc

MSc Imperial College, DIC, Ag. moArTiOG unxavikog ATIO

[TAGOAOTITA

Powpaikog ITvgyog

kataotaot) tov Popaikov [Togyov megleAdpupave coagés aA-
H/\OLL&GELg oy ermupaveta e péoovoag ALOOdOUTS OTO KATW-

Tato eTimedo AOyw TG MANUUVOAS, DIXLUTTEQELS O YHATWOELS
0TOUG HEQOVTEC TOLXOUS OL OTTOLEC TTROEQYXOVTAY ATO KaOLLT|OELS TOL Tt~
0eABoVTOC Kot o€ HkEo Badpo amd v aviAnon twv vd&Twv. Yroxav
Atboowpata og Ywvieg mov elxav apagedel. Ta oryypata otov moyo
elxav otapaToeL e TNV OAOKAT|QWOT) TOL KATaPPACOD TOL LTTOYELOV
00llovta OTWS TTEOEKVTITE ATIO TOUS YUAALVOUG HAQTUQEG TOV elXAV TO-
noBetnOetl. EmmAéov moAL onuavtiki) mnyr] didowong kat aAAoiwong
TWV EMPAVELOV NTAV TA TEQLTTOHATA TWV XIALAOWV VLXTEQWDWV OV
KATOKOVOAV 0TOV TTOOYO.

Iegdg Nadg Ayiov I'ewgyiov

H vedtepn gotovia magovoiale cofagdtepa molAnuata kadwe to
(300G TOL TEOVAOL dNHLOLEYOVOE WO OELS TTL TNG EEWTEQLKTS PEQOovang
totxomouag (Héow Twv oTavoBoAlwv) étot WoTe va £xouv avamtuxOel
KATAKOQLPA ePEAKVOTIKA QT YHATA OTNV eEWTEQLKT] PEQovoa TOLXO-
niotia T omola )tav e€eAloodpeva (YUAALVOL HAQTUQES) OTIWS KAL OToL
0TtavEoBO0ALx KaBOTL 1 ewTeQikT] Pégovoa ToLxoTotix whovvVTAV 1RO
ta éEw. BEumAéov éva tumpa tov mepBoAov tng ekkAnoiag (ddmedo O.X)

Georgios Penelis
Emeritus Professor, A.U.Th., PhD Civil Engineer

Grigorios Penelis
MSc Imperial College, DIC, PhD Civil Engineer A.U.Th.

PATHOLOGY

Roman Tower

he Roman Tower had been flooded in it lower level until 2002, when

I a massive programme of underground tunnels and wellpoints for
dewatering parts of Old Cairo was completed. The rise of the water

table may be attributed to the construction of the metro line (Margirgis

Station) passing the old Nile bed and creating a diaphragm.

The Roman Tower sustained serious damage to the surface of the stone
walls of the lower level, due to the long- term flooding, fully penetrating
cracks at the walls resulting mainly from old subsidence and only partially
due to the dewatering, while corner stones had been removed at specific
locations. The cracks in the tower were stable after the dewatering, as was
evident from the glass markers installed. One serious source of surface
damage was the droppings of the thousands bats of inhabiting the Tower.

Church of St George

The rotunda presented serious structural issues, as the weight of the dome
created outward thrust forces on the external perimeter wall, via the groin
vaults, which led to evolving (glass markers) vertical tensile cracks on the
perimeter URM wall as well, as tensile cracks at the bottom of the groin
vaults as the perimeter wall was moving outwards. Additionally, a part of
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edpalovtav eKTOG TOL VPLOTAUEVOL QWHATKOD TTVQYOL O€ TMQOOXWOELS
tov Neidov, 1 onoleg odnynoav oe dapooikr] kaOilnon. TéAog, ot okt
£0wTEQKOL KUKALKOL OTUAOL amtd AoTIAT Ppégovoa Totyomolia, magovaia-

Cav évtovn enypatwot oty Baon touvg (amodAoiwor).

EPEYNHTIKEX EPTAXIEX

Katd ta modtar otddiax tng HeAETNG €YLVAV Ol KATWTEQW EQEVVITIKEG EQ-
Yaoteg, eTl TOTOL KAl EQYAOTNQLAKEG:

- ITAfjong apXLTeKTOVIKY) ATTOTUTIWOT) TOL UV UELOV

- Xnukr) avaAvon AlBwv kat KOVIAUATwY

- ATotvTwoT OAWV TV ONYHATWOEWV

- ATtotOTIWoT KOLPWUATWY

- Artotvmwon pvnuetakdv Oueav dtxowlopevwy otov THEYo

- AtegevvnTikég Topég otovg oTtvAoLg Tov LN, ot otavEoOdAL KAt
OTOV TQOVAO

- PadloxoovoAdynon EVAvwv Buowv kat EvA0dETLOV

- Epevvntikéc epyaotieg otic ayoyoadiec (vyoaoia, Oeopokoaoia, vmé-
ovOo1N PwrtoypadLom, OepporaLeQa)

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

the outer floor of the church was founded beyond the Roman Tower, on
Nile site, which led to differential settlements. Last, the eight internal
circular brick-masonry columns, suffered extensive cracking at their bottom
(spalling of plaster)

IN-SITU AND LABORATORY INVESTIGATIONS

During the first stages of the study (mainly) and during construction the
following in-situ and laboratory works were executed:

- Complete architectural survey of the monument

- Chemical and Mechanical analysis of stones, bricks and mortars
- Recording of all cracks

- Survey of all doors and windows

- Documentation of all valuable historic al wooden doors of the tower
(Roman or Islamic style)

- Investigation sections in the columns of the church, the groin vaults and
the dome.

- Radio-carbon dating of wooden doors and wooden ties

- Investigation of the wall- paintings (moisture, temperature, infrared
photography cameras, thermic cameras)



text 12.qxp_Layout 1 12/9/15 11:12 AM Page 5

[ —— [ 7|ii|_ :—_.: "|ii| g ,: -=ii| := : '4'i| :, } il i ——— f‘lii: 8 _: -rii| e : '|i.i|

JLJL

==

//

Interior view

EPTAXIEY. ETIEMBAYXHY

H ¢rrocodia g eméupaonc Paoiletat oty Oewenomn ott o Pouaikocg
[Tooyog elvat évor ONUAVTIKO QWHATKO HVTEID OVLUTTEQUAAIBAVOULEVWVY
OAWV TV maepPaoewv Tov €xeL vrtootel otov 2000 ety Bio tov, eva
o LLN. tov Aylov I'ewpylov etvat éva vewtepo pvnpelo.

Pwpaikog ITvgyog

O mopyog amotelel pa waitepa oTBAQRT] Kol DVOKAUTITN KATAOKELY]
anoteAoVpeVN amd T elg Tolxoug domAne pégovoac ALBOdOTS e eV-
dtapeoa otpwpata AtvBodopnc. H Baokr) aoxn tng eméppaong Nrav
NS AVAoTNAWOTNG KoL ATIOKATAOTAOTG TNG PEQOVOAC LKAVOTNTAS XWOIG
Kkapia evioxvor), dedopévou ot o 1900 xoovwv Biog tov meyov amoteAet
TELOTNOLO TS PéQovoag tkavotntag Tov. Omwg 11 avadépbnie o o-
YOG epuPaviCe dxpmteQeic PN eEeALOOOUEVES O YUATWOELS OL OTIOLEG KAL
anokataotaonKay.

ITio ovykekpLéVa oL eQyaoieg meQUAaBavouv:

LTAaTIKOU XOAQAKTNOA EMEUPAOCELS

- ATIOKATAOTAOT QN YHATWOEWV e TOLLOAQVIKA evEuaTa,
- ovEEAdN PNYHATWOEWY,

- ABwv,

AvaotnAwTtikéc- AQXLTEKTOVIKEG EQYNTLES

- AUHOBOAN OAWV TV ETUPAVELDV TOLXOTIOLUAS

RESTORATION WORKS

The intervention concept is based on the thesis that the Roman Tower is a
significant historic monument including the several additions and
modifications it has sustained during the 2000 years of its existence, while
the church of St George (MARGIRGIS) is recent (listed) monument.

Roman Tower

The Tower is a robust and stiff structure, consisting of thick stone masonry
walls with intermediate solid brick masonry layers. The principle of the
intervention was the restoration of the bearing capacity of the structure
without any addition or strengthening, given that the almost 2000 years of
existence are proof of its sufficiency. As already mentioned, the tower
presented fully penetrating cracks, which were restored.

The works executed included:

Structural restoration works

- crack restoration using pozzolanic grouts
- crack stitching,

- stone stitching

Architectural restoration works
- sandblasting of all wall surfaces

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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- Pady agpoAdynua kat kaOaQopOs aQHWV amd MAAXIOTEQEC

TIAQEUPATELS UE TOUEVTO

- emiyolopa pe Pepvikt adxPpooyxomoutikd Twv Cwvav and nAtvBodour|
TEOG avAdeLET Toug

- eMIXOLOM HE TIETAXTO KOVIAHA TV damédwv OfL TOL KATAOKEVAOT KAV
Kata v emtéppaot) tov 1909

- ATMOKATAOTAOT TV TOAVTIHWV EVAVWV Buowv Popaikov-Bulavtivod
katloAapkov ToTIov Mo dirowBNKAV oToV TIHEYO.

- OVUTIATIQWOT] ATIOKATAOTACT) dATEdWV aTtd AtBouvg (emioTowon)

- VEO AQXLTEKTOVIKO PWTIOUO e0wTEQUKA Kat eEwteoika H/M epyaoieg

- oVOTUA TTVEAVIXEVOTG

- aoBevr) Kat LoXLOA& PEVUATA (PWTIOUOG-TTLEAVIXVELOT))

Iep6g Nadg Ayiov I'ewgyiov

H potévta, 0mwe avadéobnke, anoteAel éva ve@TeQo pvnpelo to omolo
TIAOXEL OTOV OTATIKO OXEDATHO TOL AOYW TwV eEWTEQIKWOV wONOEWV TOL
TEOVAOV KAl TV 0TawoBoAlwY TNV e£wTEQLKT| TOLXOTIOLIAX.

H paou agyr) g eméupaons 1tav e avaotiAwong Kat OTATIKTG
EVIOXLOTG NG QOTOVTAG €TOL WOTE V& UTOQEL Var PEQEL ATPAAWS Tat
oTaTIK&  POQTIA KAL Vo €XEL LKAVOTONTIKY] OLUTEQUPOQL EVarvTL
OELOUIKWV dQATEWV.

I tov 7EOoodIOQOUS TV eTEUPATEWY €YLVE EAROTIKI] DUVALLLKTY
AVAALOT) TNG QOTOVTAG €TOL WOTE VA TIROODLOQLOTOVV Ot EVTIAOEIS TTEQLOXEC.
Me v 0AoKAT)0woT TwV avaAVoewV amoTiunong diapoopwOnkay Telc
EVAAAAKTIKEG TIQOTATELS:

O ATIOX TEQPITIOZ ZTO MAAAIO KATPO

- repointing of all surfaces and removal of previous interventions with

cement paste.

- antidust coating of the brick masonry layers for emphasis

- coating of all R/C floor surfaces (constructed in the restoration of 1909)
with hand-made coarse grain plaster

- restoration of valuable wooden doors of the tower (Roman-Byzantine and
Islamic type)

- restoration (supplements) of stone floors

- new architectural lighting MEP works

- fire alarm system

- high- and low- voltage cabling

Church of St George

As said, the rotunda is a newer monument that has significant structural
issues resulting from it structural form, which transfers the weight of the
dome as thrusting horizontal forces, via the groin vaults, to the external
perimeter wall, pushing it outwards.

The principle of the intervention is the structural restoration and
strengthening of the rotunda so that it can receive adequately all static loads,
as well as perform acceptably under a significant earthquake.

To determine the intervention scheme, an elastic dynamic analysis of the
rotunda was made, so that the critical areas could be determined. As result
of this analysis, which completely verified the observed crack pattern, the
following three intervention options were proposed:
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- Evioyvon e£wteQtkrc TotXomouag Kal E0WTEQLKWV OTUAWV [E OTIAL-

OpEV TOLLEVTOKOVIN

- TormtoBétnomn eAxvoTrowv ota oTaAavEoBoALa KAl eVioxLON TWV E0WTE-
OUKWV OTVAWV pe gunite 1) FRPs

- eEWTEQIKTG TMROEVTAOTC UE DAKTUALOVG O¢€ 4 etimeda kat evioyvon twv
£0WTEQIKWV OTUAwWV e FRPs

Le ovveQyaoia e Tov agXLTéKTova avaotnAw, eTtAéxOnke 1 toltn
Avor), dedopévou OtTLT) TEWTH KEiONKke amtopoLtTéa amtd OAOUG TOLG |le-
AemTég ka1 OeVTEQN ONHLOVEYOVTE TEOPAT|UATA O OeLTpO (DQAOT) EL-
POAOL TWV EAKVOTIEWYV OTOVG E0WTEQLKOVG OTVAOVG) KAl aAAolwve To
aloOnTueo anotéAeoua twv otavgoboliwv. H emidexOeloa Avom, etval
onpavtikd va avadepOel, 0tL amoteAel i eEEALEN TG mEooTAOelag
evioyxvong tov 1950, 6rrov torofetOnkav eEwtepucol peTtaAA ol oTvAoL
KoL oVQHATOOXOWVA, T OTIol AdYW ATOLOLAC TEOEVTATNS DVOTLXWS
moté dev Aertovgynoav. H emagkric dvvaun mpoévtaonc, kabwg Kot
OAEG OL AOLTIEG ETTEUPATELS OTOVS ETWTEQLKOVS OTVAOUG, 0Tt 0TAvQo00-
Al kat oto TxAabvEa ToL TEOVAOV, dloTactoAoyOnNKav pe eAaoTikn
duvapKY) avaAvon kat eTuPePatdOnKav He OTATIK AVEAAOTIK aVA-

Avor).
Ot epyaotiec mov ekteAéotnkay oty QoTOVTA TTEQLAaBAVOLV:

LTaTikoU XOAQAKTI QX emeUPATELS
- ATIOKATAOTAOT QN YHATWOEWV e TTOLLOAQVIKA eVEHATA

- ovopadn ENYHATWOEWV
- ovopadn ABwv

- Strengthening of the external perimeter wall and the eight internal columns

with shotcrete

- Placing of tension rods at the groin vaults and between the columns, and

strengthening of the eight internal columns with shotcrete or FRPs.

- Introducing external post tensioning with tension rods at four levels

externally, and strengthening of the eight internal columns with FRPs.

After collaborative disussion between all disciplines, the third solution was
selected, given that the first was unanimously deemed inappropriate, while
the second created structural problems during an earthquake (thrust of the
rod on the columns) and also altered the architectural features of the church.
It should be noted that the selected solution is an evolution of an intervention
in 1950, which introduced eight external steel columns and steel cables to
counterbalance the outward thrusting forces, an intervention that did not
work due to the absence of post tensioning. The required post tensioning
force, as well as all the other interventions in the internal columns, the groin
vaults and the dome windows, were designed using elastic dynamic analysis

and verified using static nonlinear analysis.

The works executed in the rotunda are the following:

Structural intervention works
- crack restoration using pouzolanic grouts
- crack stitching,

- stone stitching

THE CHURCH OF ST GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO
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- eEwtepn) mMEoévtaot oe 4 emimeda kB’ Vipog
- HETaAA KA MAalolx ot avolypata Twv mapaBvowv Tov TEovAoL

AvaotTnAwTtikég- AQXITEKTOVIKEG EQYAODILES

- amokataotaon Ayoyoadwv tov ITagBévn

- anokatdotaon Eudvwv

- ATIOKATAOTAOT LAQUAQLVOL dATTEDOV

- ATOKATAOTAOT EVALVWV KOLVPWHATWV, TaRaOvEWV Kat OvEwV

- ATOKATAOTAOT EVAWVWV ETUTAWY

- VEO QX LTEKTOVIKO PWTIOUO EOWTEQIKA Kol EEWTEQIKA

- OUUTIATQWOT] KAl ATTOKATACTAOT] TOU XQWHATIKOU OLAKOOHOU TNG
exKAnolag

- OVUTANEWON KL ATIOKATAOTAOT TOL LwyQaPlkol dAKOOUOL TwV
otavEoBoAiwv

- ATOKATAOTAOT TWV £EWTEQKAOV ALO VWV koQVILWDV

H/M Eneupdoeig

- EYKATAOTAOT] KAIUATIOHOV
- oVOTNA TILEAVIXELOTG

- oVOTNUA TTLEOTPBEOTG

- a00eVv1] KAl LOXLEA PELUATA
-H/Z

- Néog YmootaOpoc

- ITvpooPeotikd oLyKEOTN A

O ATIOX TEQPIIOX XTO IAAAIO KAIPO

- external post tensioning at four levels

- steel casing of all the dome window openings

Architectural restoration works

- Restoration of the Parthenis wall- paintings by

- restoration of icons

- removal and restoration of marble floor

- restoration of wooden windows and doors

- restoration of wooden furniture

- new interior and exterior lighting

- restoration and repointing of the painted decorative of the chirch
- restoration and retouching of the painted decorative of the groin vaults

- restoration of external stone cornices

MEP works

- installation of air- conditioning system
- installation of sound system

- fire alarm and fire detection system

- fire fighting system

- high and low voltage cabling generator
- electrical substation

- fire pumps and tank
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TAYTOTHTA TOY EPTOY PROJECT ID

H vAomoinon tov éoyov oe 0Aeg TIc GATELS TOL elval ATOTEAEOUX TWV This project has been realized due to the personal interest and efforts of His

TEOCWTIKWV TEOOTIABewdv tov Makagdtatov ITana kar ITatoidoxn Beatitude Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria, Theodoros II.

AAeEavdgeing Oeddwgov B'.

OMAAA MEAETHX DESIGN TEAM

IToopeAén: Ev6. Aékrag - Nwk. Xuwwtivng Preliminary Design: E. Lekkas - N. Chiotinis

Apxttektoviky MeAét:  Mohamed Awad Architectural Design: ~ Mohamed Awad

Lratwkr) MeAén: Penelis Consulting Engineers SA & Hafez Structural Design: Penelis Consulting Engineers SA & Hafez Akhrass
Akhrass (Hamdi El Swat) (Hamdi El Swat)

H/M MeAén: EESCO & MAKTE AE. MEP Design: EESCO & MAKTE SA

Project Management:

Penelis Consulting Engineers SA

Project Management:

Penelis Consulting Engineers SA

Xonuatodomon MeAég: EAAnviko Yrovgyeio E€wtegukwv-YAAL, Design Funding;: Hellenic Ministry of Foreign Affairs-HELLENIC AID,
IMatg/elo AAeEavdoeing (dwoedv TTagoxn Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa
vrnoeotwv and Penelis Consulting Engineers SA) (Penelis Consulting Engineers SA donated their services)

Izézézz:’( o Arab Contractors, Egyota&ik CONSTRUCTION

: r ntr r T
X . i antt Hexis Contractor: The Arab Contractors (Site Manager

Project Management:

EnipAeyn:

Eng. Mahmoud Saudi
Penelis Consulting Engineers SA
Penelis Consulting Engineers SA, ITavaywwtng

Project Management:

Mahmoud Saudi)
Penelis Consulting Engineers SA

Avooaios, Kavotavtivos Maykavieme Supervision: Penelis Consulting Engineers SA,

S ouBovAot Ate60vvon Toveionone YILIIO Notis Lysseos, Konstantinos Magkaniotis
Nikoc Mivae (arytoyoadiec), CDU,\)\mog Apporr, Consultants: Hellenic Ministry of Culture, Directorate of
TobAtoc ABBott (H/M 0épata), Kovotavrivoe Conservation led by N. Minos (wall- paintings)
Marykavicrtne, Gallis Lighting, HAiac Fillip Abbott, Julius Abbott (MEP), Konstantinos
Hanayswgy[o:u & Zvstyo’cng, (1ovoeoAoyHH Magkaniotis & Gallis Lighting (Lighting Design),

, Elias Papageorgiou & Associates (Museological

peAcTn) Design)

XPHMATOAOTHZIH FUNDING

To épyo, mpovmoAoytopov 6.500.000 €, oAokAnowvetal evtog tov 2015 pe

amokAelotikn) xoonyla Maoptvag kat ABavaciov Magtivov.

The project, with a budget of € 6.500.000 and completed in 2015, is funded
solely by the benefactors Marina and Athanasios Martinos.
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OYPANOIZIA
23 - 24 ATIPIAIOY 2015

THYRANOIXIA (INAUGURATION)
23 - 24 APRIL 2015

OAocg 0 aryvmtiwtikog eEAANVIOUOS £dwoe TO MAQWV
0’ aLTNV TN HEYAAN YLOQTH).
[Napovoia tov ITpoédpov g EAANVIKNc Anupokpatiag
k. [TookoTn ITavAdmovAov,
teAéoOnice N axoAovdia twv Buoavoliwv TG Hovnc.
Tnv KvpBéovnomn g Aryvmrov ekmpoownnoav Kvpeovrtng
tov Kaipov Galal Mostafa Mohamed Saeed kat o vrtovgyog
apxaottwv Kat IToArtiopov Mamdouh El-Damaty.

The plenary of Egyptian Hellenism attended this
great festive occasion.
In the presence of the President of the Hellenic Republic,
Prokopis Pavlopoulos,
the service of the Thyranoixia of the monastery was celebrated.
The Government of Egypt was represented by the Governor
of Cairo Galal Mostafa Mohamed Saeed and the Minister
of Antiquities and Culture Mamdouh El-Damaty.

264 O ATIOZ FEQPIIOX LTO ITAAAIO KAIPO
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O MntoomnoAitng IInAovoiov Nfjdwv ato kévtgo,
e tov ABavaoio MagTivo kat tov MntgomoAitn
Tvpadag ITavAo
The Metropolitan of Pelousios Nephon, at the centre,
with Athanasios Martinos and the Metropolitan of
Glyphada Pavlos

Ot ITpokaBnuevor tov Iatoiapxeiov AdeEavdeiog
Kat tne Agxlemiokont)g ABnvwv ue To Cevyog
ABavaciov kat Magivag Magtivou
The Primates of the Patriarchate of Alexandria
and the Archbishopric of Athens, with Athanasios
and Marina Martinos

O ITatoiagxns AAeEavdgeiag
ata Ovgavoi&ia Tov vaov

The Patriarch of Alexandria at the thyranoixia
of the church

O Ilatotagxnes Adeéavdoeiag Oe6dwEog
ue Tov Agxlemiokomno ABnvav Iegawvupo oto vaod

The Patriarch of Alexandria Theodoros with the
Archbishop of Athens Hieronymos, in the church

266 O ATIOX TEQPTIOL LTO ITAAAIO KAIPO

H avartatn tiuntikr) d1adkoLor), o peyaAldstavgog
Tov ATT0OTOA0UV MAQKOUV, OTOUG ATOKAELOTIKOVG
xoonyovs ABavaoio kat Magiva MagTtivov

The awarding of highest honour, the great cross
of Apostle Mark, to the exclusive sponsors Athanasios
and Marina Martinos

O ITpbedog tng EAAnvikng Anuokgatiag ITgokonng
INavAomovAog pe tov KuBepvntn tov Kaiigov
Galal Mostafa Mohamed Saeed

The President of the Hellenic Republic Prokopis
Pavlopoulos with the Governor of Cairo
Galal Mostafa Mohamed Saeed
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O ITpbedog tng EAANvikng Anuokgatiag k. IIgokdnng ITavAémovAog pe tov Ilatoiagxn AAeéavdpeiag kat maon s APpoikns ®e0dweo
gykaviaiovv To Movoeio Ayiov I'ewgyiov oto Pwpaiko ITvgyo

The President of the Hellenic Republic Prokopis Pavlopoulos with the Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa Theodoros
inaugurate the Museum of St George in the Roman Tower
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L1t0 mMEQLOTUALO OTOV €KTIOEVTAL Ol KAGTEOTOQTES TOV TVQYOU

In the peristyle, where the castle gates of the tower are displayed

THE CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE IN OLD CAIRO 269



last pages.qxp_Layout 1 1/29/16 10:11 AM Page 8

L10 0eVTEQO EMIMEDO MAQOVOLALOVTAL AQXLTEKTOVIKA HEAT), DElyUATA XOLOTLAVIKT]G VAODOULNG.
L1o kévto deamoilet to Nvpdaio (Qwuaikn kervn)
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Presented on the second level are architectural members, samples of Christian church building.
Dominating the centre is the Nymphaeum, a Roman fountain
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From Pharaonic pottery to Islamic ceramics
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Edikd drapdodwpévn aibovoa pe Avxvovg Aadiov

Specially arranged room with oil lamps
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L1o mowTo emimedo exTiOevral agxlepatikd apdia tneg AdeEavdovrg ExkAnoiag

In the foreground, exhibited are hieratical vestments of the Alexandrian Church
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H téxvn tng etkovoygadiag 1706 kat 180¢ at. (ot etkcdves Twv AgxayyéAlwv F'apemA kat MixanA tov Iwavvn Kogvagov)
Ae&id, n Ilavayia n Fogyoennkoog, yvwotr kat wg Iavayia twv ABnvawv (1406 at.)

The art of icon-painting in the 17th and 18th centuries (icons of Archangels Gabriel and Michael, by Ioannes Kornaros)

Right, the Virgin Gorgoepekoos (Swift of Hearing), also known as the Virgin of Athens (14th c.)
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Aaikn téxvn (190¢ a.)
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ATITELIPT ¢ 1 ton

1

Folk art (19th c.)
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Avtikeipeva Ociag Aatoeiag and to [latoiapxeio AdeEavdeiag kaL maong Adtkrg
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Sacred cultic objects from the Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa
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AeomoTiKéG E1KOVEG ATO TO TEUTAO
ov I. Naov EvayyeAiopov tne @eotokov otnv Adeavdoeta

Despotic icons from the iconostasis. Dedication to the Coptic art of the holy
church of the Annunciation to the Virgin, in Alexandria
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AdLégwua oTnV KomTiKr) TEXVN

Dedication to Coptic art
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Ztov avA€Llo XwWQEO Tov vaoy
000nke ovvavAia ano Tovg
Anunton Manadnunrteiov kat Pwrevr) Adoa,

kaBwg Kkat and Tov auyvmtio ovvOétn Omar Khairat
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In the forecourt of the church a concert was given
by Dimitris Papadimitriou and Photini Darra,
together with the Egyptian composer Omar Khairat
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